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liabilities?

Qurs is a mult-raclal, mulii-religious, and muti-inguol

~ country. For centuries together, people have lived here

and worked here, in imes of war and of peace, In the
doys of plenty and of poverty, in the midst of soclal
tensions and of harmeny. The constant interaction of
diverse soclal and sociological forces of varying Intensity,
operating for centurles together, has resutted In the avolu-
flon of the present system. Naturally, this system Is nelther
uniform nor homogeneous. Dispartties stil exlst of many
levels, and weaker section of the soclety are not yet free
from discrimination and exploftation in their soclal and
econcmic life.

The removal of age-old disparities is @ complex problem
invoiving many social and cultural issues. The couses of
Inequality of opportunities are many and vared In nature.
On the educafional front, they spring from lack of faclities
for prirmary, secondary and collegiate education, and
differences in standards of educational Institutions, poverty,
differences In home environment, wide disparlty between
the education of boys and girfs and disparity between
the educational development. between the advanced
classes and the backward classes llke the Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes. ‘

Fully conscious of these inequalities and disparities, and
of the need to remove them, our constituion makers
made adequate provisions In the Constifulion of Indla to
safeguard the interests of the backward sections. Articles
14, 15, 16 and 29 guarantee equal rights to all citizens
and forbiag any discrimination on the basis of caste,
religlon, language or sex. Article 30 imparts the right to
mincrifies 1o establish and administer educational Instthy-
tions of their cheice. Article 340 provides that the President
of India shall appoint a Commission to investigate the
conditions of bockward closses and suggest measures
for thelr develepment. '



The Natlonal Education Poiicy (1986) significantty pre-
faces is chapter on Education for equality as follows:
L

The new policy will lay emphasis on the removal of
disparifies and to equalise sducational opportunity by
aftending to the specific needs of those who have been
denied equality so far.”-

The policy outlines dstalled measures aimed at educa-
tion for women's equally, education of Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes ond of other educationglly back-
ward sections, The educatton of the minoritfies, of the
handicapped and of the iterate adulfs also get special
mention In the policy.

According to the Programme of Action drown up under
the National Education Pollcy, wormen comprise 57% of
the literate population. 70 percent of the non-enrolled
chidren of scheool stage are girls. The main features of
the targets and Implementation strategy to achieve
wormen’s equality as laid down in the policy will consist of-

D) gearing the entlre education system to plan a positive
inferventionist role In the employment of women:

N Promoting women's studles as o part of various courses
and encouragement to educational Institutions to take
up active programme to further women's devolopment;

i) widening the access of women in programmes of
vocational, technical and professional education; and

v} creating a dynamic managerial structure to cope with
the targets envisaged.

The central focus in the educational development of
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes is their squall-
sation with nen-SC/3T population at all levels and stages
of education. The programme of Action recalls that the

all India literacy rates of Scheduled Castes is 21.38% and
that of Scheduled Tribes is 16.35% as against 41.20% of
non-5C/ST population, according fo the 1981 census. The
lteracy rates for women for the above categornies, as
also the enwofment rates particularly of girls are much
below their population proportion, calling for urgent sys-
tematic action. The measures contemplated for the im-
provement of the situation include the provision of incen-
Hves to Indigent families to send thelr children to school
regularly 1l they reach the age of 14, pre-rmatric schalar-
ship scheme for children of Scheduled Castes, recruitment
of teachers from Scheduled castes, opening of schools
In tribbal areas, incentive schermes for the Scheduled Tribes.
astablishment of residential schools, efc,

Safeguards guaranteed to minorifies occupy an impor-
tant place In the National Policy. Part IV of the policy states:

Annual Report
. (1958-1959)

“..The Govt. of India has
been pleased to sanction a
grant of Rs. 35,000/ for
the construction of an au-
ditorium-cum-recreation hall
under the campus projects
scheme. One of the condi-
tions of the grant is that the
students should contribute
free voluntary labour.”



“Some minority groups are educationally deprived or
. bockward. Greater aftention will be pald fo the edu-
- cation of these groups in the interests of equality and
social Justice. This will naturally include the consttutional
guarantees given to them to establish and administer
thelr own educational institutions ond protection to
their languages and culture.” '

The Programme of Action, in Chapter IV of the Report,
has given In detfall the various measures proposed o be
taken to transiate these guorantees Inte action. The
follqn:i.rlng exiract from the Programme deserves special
mention: -

According to 1981 census, the religious minorities con-

- stitute about 17.4% of the popuidation of which Muslims
are 11.4%, Christians 2.4%, Sikhs 2%, Budhists 0.7% and
Jains 0.5%. Ministy of Home offairs have identified
Muslims and Neo-Budhists as educationally backward
ot national {evel. it was agreed thot the State Govern-
ments may also [dentify other groups which are edu-
cationally backward at the State level. Special efforts
nead fo be taken to bring these educationally back-
ward mincrittes on par with the rest of the society and
to make them participate fully in the national develop-
ment activifies”.

The National Policy mokes a special mention of the
education of the handicapped and states that the objec-
tive of the various measures outlined would be to infegrate
the physically and mentally handicapped with the general
community as equal partners to prepare them for normal
growth and fo encble them to face life with courage
and confidence.

Referringto our backwardness in the area of Adult
Education, the National Policy recalils that white the per-
cenfage of liferacy In the country has increased from
1667 fo 36.27 percent durtng 1951-81, in absolute num-

bers, the number of iliterate parsons has increased duing
this period from 300 milton to 437 milion, women com-

prising 57% of the illiterate populahion. The situction among 4
the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes is particulory
bad. The fruits of modern education aond continuing -

- educdtion are denied to tis group. The National Prog-

ramme of Adult Education has drawn up a detailed

time-phased programme covering approximately 40 miil-

ion peopie by 1990 and &0 milion by 1995 taying -

emphasts on skill development and creation of awareness
among the learmers of national goals, of development

programmes and the need for the liberation from cppression.

Educdtionists and social reformers have alwoys looked
upcn education as an effective instument of soclal change
in the fight against iliteracy, ignorance, inequality and
poverty. As Gunnoar Myrdal has observed, the process of
leaming exercise a profound effect on the Ives of men
and women In the contermporary werld. The education
and progress of he backward classes is infimately con-
nected with the welfare and development of a country
ke india. Experience of the lost 40 years has taught us
that if the backward sections falled to get modem education
and continued fo drag their feet, the pace of develapment
will be appreciatiy refarded. As the Education Commission
1964-66 has rightty poinfed out:

"One of the important social objectives of education Is
o equalise opportunty, enabling the backward or uncer-
pivileged closs and individuals to use education as a
lever for the improvement of thelr condifion. Every society
that values social Juslice and is anxdious to improve the
ot of the common mar and culivate all availlable
talent, must ensure progressive equality of opportunity
to all sections of the pepulation. This is the only guarantee
for the building up of an egulitarian and human society
inwhich the exploitation of the weak will be minimised”,

ft is, of course, frue that the constitution of India, and
the Nationat Policy on Education do provide very significant
safeguaras for the education of the backward sections of
this country. But this projects only one side of the picture.
As to how best the aims and objectives of the contempiated

' measures are achieved would, in fact depend on the
- extent to which the guarontees and safeguards are mean-

Ingfulty and effectively implemented in the country. There
is no denying the fact that the problems involved are too
complex and foo deep-rooted to be solved within.a short
pericd by any one section of the people or administraion..
The country’s efforts In this behalf can succeea only i there
Is a basically sympcathetic and large-hearted sifort on the
part of the people and the voluntary organisction, duly
supporfed, coordinated and monifored by the Govemment
of India and the State Govemnments.



