“Calicut is the {usiest and

most full o]’ of! fr‘aﬁ’ic and commerce

iy the wﬂ_o!c“of India....”

eAuthor :'nvcm'gaiea on tﬁe rise af

the ancient m'!y,

“the mee!in? Pface of nations.”

The rse of Calicut os an international
harbour, a meeting point hetween the
East and the West is & good procf of
the abilty of the Indian peopie to
achieve a craative synthesis of different
creeds, social systarns ond cultures,
Manovikrarng, the chlef of Emad who
was one of the governors under Chera-

- man Perurnails, appears to have been

o favourte of the lost Perumai,
Ramakulashekhara. This is bome out
by the reference to him as first of the
samantas or feudalatory governors, in
stone inscription of Kollam. {Quilon) in
south Kerala. Following a dispute with
the Aryas Brohming) theé last Perumal
had to leave the country. Both the

Hindu Brahmanical traditicn enshrined
in Karnlainatyy and the bLslirn fradition
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as represented by Sholkh Zainuddin's
Tulfgthul Mujahirdeen, el us that the
last Perumal embraced Islam and left
for Makkah, Circumstantial evidence
would go to confim i There Is a
contemporary Cola statement that he
was pushed info the seq Kovisimha
Alupa of Thulunadu and Udayavarman
of Kolathunad, mentioned in Keralol-
pathy in this connection, are known
to be historical figures. It Is also found
that Madayi mosque, one of the ten
mosques  esteblished by Mallk ibin
Dinar. a messenger of the last Pereurnal
fom Makkha, had o plague which

Tdetlored the Hijra year 518 corres-

ponding fo 1124 AD. as the year of
Its foundation. The fast known year of
the last Perumal is 1122 AD. Within a
couple of years after this the govermnors
of Venad and other disticts are known
1o have assumed independence.

Thus the beginning of the 12th cen-
tury AD. wilnessed the discppecrance
of a central authority and the struggle
of the pefty-successor states of the
Chera Kindgom for survival and supre-
macy. The govemnor of Emad tumed
out 1o be the most successful in this
contest for power and rermgined so
for about seven cerituries until the ad-
vent of the Mysorean ormy in the
middle of the 18th century which led -
to a complete change In the
Socio-political set up and was followed

by.the establishment of the British power

in Kerala.
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The emergence of the Kingdom of
Kozhikode as the virual successor of
the Kingdom of the Chera Parumals
came about as the result of a combi-
nation of several factors. There waos
growing European demand for the hill
procducts of Kerala like pepper ond
the seents and spices due to the revival
of prosperity in fallan cities ke Flor-
ence, Noples and Venice. The Arabs
and the Egyptians acted as the carriers
of this rade and were searching for
safe harbours and strong allies on West-
em india. The erstwhile governors of
Emad, called Eradis of Nediviruppu
wore the earliest to sense the volue
of this opporunity and reclise the full
potential of this western maritime trade.
They moved from the Inland into
Kozhikede, known to Arabs and the
world later as Calicut, the small, scitish,
marshy stip of land presented by the
last"Perumal as a pating gift, and built
a fort there. They patronised the native
frading community of the Chettls —
leaders of frade gulid kmown Os
‘Sreshting’ in sanskrit and called Vari-
cusly as seths in Gujarat, Settars in
Karmataka and Chetlis in Taminadu
under the leqdership of one Ambara-
san Chelty and encouraged them to
settie down in streefs around the fort
area. Thus the foundations were. laid
well but Kozhlkode in the twelth century
wasyet only one of the many struggling
pors ot the centre of a vary smal
principatitty in Western India; Kedungal-
ur was still the major port of Kerala
and Kollam (Quilon) was the second
in importance,
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A redlly significant step in the rise
of Calicut was the arival, according
to Kerdle|pathi,of a Muslim frader from
the islond of Masklyatt. He was the
elder of the two sons of a weathy
merchant who asked him fo find g
good place o seffie down os he
feared that the sons might fight each
other for thelr patrimony after his own
fime. The young trader deposited sea-
led jars of gold, deceptively labelled
@5 pickies for safe custody in the couns
of several princes. When he claimed
them back affer a year tt wos found
that all of them except those in-
Kozhikode, contoined only pickles.
Therefore he chose Calicut, the harbour
of the honest prince, for his own resi-
dence. This motif has been found in
the local tradittons in other centras also
and need not be taken In the literal
sense, However, the arrival of 'Masklyan'
might have been a historical event os
we find an oid mosque calleg
‘Muchiyante Palll built in early medeival
style, and containing @ bilingual Inscrip:
tion of about the 12th or 13th century,
in the heart of Muslim sefflernent of
Kozhikode. The record in Vattsluthy'
and Arabic, the only stone Inscription
of the Zamorins found in their capital,
speaks of anendowment of land by
the Hindu rler to the mosque.

The traditional chronicle says that
the Muslim trader was parfronised by

the king and given the fitle of Kozhikottu

Koya, this tem ‘Koya® being a variation
of 'Koja' or Qwaja. He was also desig-
nated os Shah Bandar Koy since he

was appointed as the famer of cus-
torns in the Bandar or port on behalf
of the Zamorin of Calicut. It was at
Koyas Instance that the Zamorn
moved southwards to Ponnani which
became g second harbour and a
sacond capital to him, in o bid fo
conguer the ferlle rver wvalley of
Bharothappuzha and assumea the pres-
identship of the famous fraditional
twelve-yearly festival at Trunavaya. This
festival, called Maha Mogha, or
Mamaoka as It was conducted in the
month of Magha Kumba, or January),
once In twelve yaars when the pkanet
Juptter completed a cycle sow the
congregration of all the scholars, nobles
and traders in Kerala, Historians have
often described the Mamaka os
though # was primarlty a grond  relegi-
ous - assembly or venue for the trial
of strenght between the wamors of the
Zamorin of Calicut and the Valluvanad
Raja. Actually these twelve yeorly fes-
fivals on the important rver banks of
India — Hardwar, Ujjcin, Dwaraka,
Prayag. Kumbakonam  efc.
functioned in the same way as rnodem
frade fais and industrial exhibtions,
offering o site for the exhibiion and
exchange of commodities. This is very
clear in the case of Kerclo from the
Mamankarn  Kilippatu  ond  other -
chronicles. These festlvals were con-
ducted under the protection of the
most powerful chleftains of the region
for obvious reasions and vestad with
a religlous hali> as in the case of other
medieval Institutions and practices.
Therefore it is only naturel that the
Arcb Muslim setfler with an eye on
sea trade, looked forword to get the
presidentship of this gathering for his
own patren so that he would be in a
position to confrol and command the
rescurcses of interal frode in Kerala, The
Zamorin proceaded along the land
and the Koya took his navy along the
s8a and seized the land and the
presidentship from the Rgla of Vai-
luvanad by force.

As a mark of gratitude, the Zomorin
of Calicut used to pemit the Koyo fo
stand on his right side on the oceassion
of ceremonial parade at Tirunavayo.



The copture of the Mamankam might
have faken place somsfime in the
14th or early 15th century. Ever since
that time until the last Mamankam in
1756 AD. a few determined warriors
beionging to six families of herditary
body guords of the Valluvanad Rajo
used to appear as a suicide squad
in a valn atempt to avenge the Ioss
of the Rajo's right which they saow as
the outcome of unjust smployment of
torce, However, inspite of this moral
protest which provided the star attrac-
tion and spectacle of Mamankarm, the
frade fair was carled on and it be-
caome an index of the power and
prosperity of the Zamoring of calicut in
central Keralo. The Zamorins who col-
lected huge amounts of revenue from
the festival were able o maintain the
ciggest army in Kerala and subjugate
cil the neighbouring princes axercising
his  suzerainity from Kolathunad to
Venad, almost cll cver the teritory
formely under the sway of the Chera
Perumals of Kodungallur or Makotai,
Eventualiy the great chinese trade with
the Eastemn coast of India which had
stopped with Kollam (@uilon) in South
Kerala extended northwards to Callcut
and established on seffective link with
the westem ftrade. There are several
chinese accounts including those of
Chenho and Mahuan which give de-
tails of the veniure. They went North
upto Cdlicut In the period of 14ih fo
17th centurles and using Calicut as a
base, they sailed to Egypt and Arapia
in the pursuit of frade. It is inferesting
to note that a Japanese team under
the leadership of Prof Noberu

....An Astronomical Society

Karashima of the university of Tokyo
which Included Dr. MR. Raghave Varier
of the Calicut university has recently
explored the west coast in January
1989 and their findings include all the
varieties of medieval chinese poftery
from Panthalayoni  Koltlam,  which
formed part of the harbour complex
of Kozhikode. The western part of this
commercial exchange through the
Arabian seq, for which also calicut
was q pivotal point is well-documented
in several Arab and Persion accounts
by scholars from Iban Bututa to Shaikh
Zainuddin, These contacts were able
to spread the fame of calicut as o
hospitable port with a just and frendty
sovereign all over the civilized world
and culminated in Yasco de Gama’s
voyage around the Africcncoast which
inagurated the Gamma spoch of the
modem period In the history of Asia,

The firm foundaticn of all this prosper-
ity was the close aliance between the
Argb Muslim. fraders and the Hindu
aristocracy of the Kngdom of
Kozhikode. In the christian west the
Zamorin of Calicut was known as @
Moorish prince. He guaranteed stict
jusfice to ali merchants, Indian- and
forelgn, professing all sors of creeds
and speaking all sorts of languages.
Vasco de Gamma's men could meet
in the streets of Calicut even men who
spoke the Portuguese language. in fact
it was an Arab merchant from Africa
who acted as his guide in the first
voyage to India. There was a Chinese
street In the city and plenty of Gujarctis,
Parsis, Jews, Arabs and Egyptians who
had seffled In Calicut even before the

has been constituted to prom-
ote study of astronomy and
to help people to observe ce-
lestial objects through the &"
telescope set up on 5-2-74.

advent of the Poruguese.

The words of Pyrard de Zaval (1608
AD) which project a meaningful pic-
ture of Cailicut in the medieval period,
is worth reproducing here,

‘Calicut is the busiest and most full
of all traffic ond commerce in the
whole of Indig; it has merchants from
clf parts of theworld, and of all nations
and religiens by reason of the lbery
and security accorded to them there
for_ the King permits the exercise of
every religion and yet it Is strictly forbid-
den fo talk, dispute or quarrel on that
subject, so that there never arises any
contenfion on fhat score, everyone
iving In great liberty of conscience
under the favour of the authority of
the King who holds that 1o be a cardinal
maxim of govemment with a view to
making his Kingdomn very rich and of
great influence.”

Annual Report 1974-75



