The exile of Sayyid Fazl Tangal of Mamburam W

is a page in the history of Malabar
that is as curious as it is little mysterious.

This research article examines

rare documents and concludes .
PROY. A.P. ARBDURAHIMANY

that the Mappila outrages

DEPORTATION OF SAYYID FAZL
m

were not instigated

by the ‘fanatic’ Tangal or his associates;

“their roots lay elsewhere”

Sayyld Fazl of Mamburam was bonished to Arablg,
becouse the Brilish suspected that he was Inciting the
paople to revolt against the British government and the
land-iords who supported them. But the perusal of official
records would reveal that the assumption of the British
was erroneous; the Tangal underwent all the sufferings
and persecufion merely becouse he devoted his time
for the promofion of his religlon.

the rebelllons that broke out in Matabar In the middle
of 19t century are aitrlbufed to the fonalficlsm fanned
by the preochings of the priests and Tangals. Tirurangadi

became the hotbed of fanaticism, according 1o the Biitish
' administration . because of the presence of Sayyid Faa2l
alics Pukoya Tangal of Momburam. This was not a new
theory, for the same charge had been levelled agalnst
his father, populardy known as Taramal Tapgol.

The Malabar Collector had reported that Taramal Tangal
made a daring attack on the escheated property belong-
Ing to the former rebel Attan Moyin Kurkkal'. When the
District authoritles Issued summons, he absconded but
oppearad in Callcut with twenty five amed men? The
permission of the Govemnment wos sought as to whether
coorcive measures were to be used for it was feared
that any aftermpt “to selze the Tangal by force would
lead to onafroctly which would be attended with the
most dreadful consegquencss......"?. The District Collectors
report, based on the Information furnished by the subor-
dinate officlals was emoneous for the former had fo

~ recommend ta the Government to ignore Tangals Office.

On further enquiry, the Collector found that Thangal, who
was very advanced in age, and had been ivng in
Malabar for 50 years; never assoclated himself with these
who were hostile to the Government?, But his son Sayyld
Fazl was not destined to get such lenient freatment. His
populanty among the people of Malabar was viewed
with suspiclon by the British officials. '



The Manjerl riot (1849) gave an ogporfunity fo the
British o start thelr campaign againgt Fazl. The lleutenant
of Attan Kurlkkal, the Chilef of Manjer riot was Kunhi Koya
Tangal, son of Sayyld Mohammed Tangal, who was closety
"connected with Pukovah.” The association of a relative
of the Tangal in the rebellion was constued ds  his
direct Involvement in the rising. Moreover it was pointed
out by the Collector that the Mappllas believed If was
essential fo go to Tirurangadi ‘for the blessing of the
Tangal”® before their exploits. But the Tangal ciearty stated
that he never encouraged fanaticlsm or antl-govemment
rebellion and he could not but bless the people who
saught i, It Is his misfortune if any evil-designing people
who partake of this blessing.... shall hold that it warrants
them to commit any atrocity, which their perverted minds
consider o service to God™”. Inspite of his bold asserfion
that he never assented to their evil doings, the District
authorities Insisted upon his removal to Cannancre, alleg-
ing that the Tongal blessed the insurgents. But the Gov-
emment turmned down the request saying there was no
sufficient ground for his removal from his placel. To the
enquiry of the Government regarding the complicty of
Tangal®, Collector Conolly reported that as far as direct
evidence of his involvernent noneis forthcorming’, but there
are Indirect evidences such os that all perpetrators are
his disclples” and songs of thier explols ‘arededicatedto
the Tirurangad! Thangal'®

The Collector had no proof to offer for his complictly. It
appears that he was very much concemed about the high
esteermn In which the Tangal was held by the local pecple..
which could be used for instigating the people against the
Govemment, The common folk, Collector writes, looked on
the Tangal ‘as Imbued with a portion of divinity’, They swear
by his foot as their most solemn octh, Earth on which he
has sport or walked is treasured up""". Since the Tangal
was of fiendly with the British, it was presumed . that he
wass the brain behind the rebaliion. Though the Brfish officials
In Malabar were insistent on his removal from the District,
they were not uncware of the risk Involved In camying out
thier plan without his consent, for the Coilector noted that
it would be needful fo guard against any sudden eruption
of fanaticism from an amed mob by having a Sufficient
force ot hand'2. But the Government was not asking to
act upon the lines suggested by Conoly, the Malabar
Collector, as the indirect evidences of his encouragerment
of the outrage. cited by the Collector “is quite Insuficient...
to warant any measure for his removal from Matuhar'2,

(mrediately after the Mattanur rising Conolly began o
press the Govemment to tcke urgent steps against s
dangerous person. The Tangal was, in the op ‘nion of the

- Into custody for his role in the recent outbreak in the

Collector, a dangerous person, against whom the police 3
were powerless, To llusirate that he enjoyed an imperium
in imperio, he cited the Incident that occurred at Belunad,” §
whare some followers of the Tangal approached the Tahsil- 3
dar demanding 1o glve a cow under dispute for arbiiration 3
by the Tangal The Govemment viewed serouslty the
achvities of the Tangal, but instructed the Collector that no 3
measure was to be taken against him until the final orders
Dossed 15. :

Meanwhile the Collector apprised them of the milifary 3
and adminisrative facts Involved in the removal of ihe .
Tangal from Malabar. A strong body of troops amed with 3
a few guns might do to fake possession of the Tirurangad §
mosque and fo repulse the aftack of the fanatics. But the -
danger of 'excessive sloughter of the deluded wrefches 1
who would cheerfully rush on cerain death o help of
avenge thelr spirttual head'® was not nuied out. More over -
the Govemment could expect rsihgs in all the vilages
inhablted by the Mapplic. As analtemative toithe mease §
suggested above, the Collector requested the Govemment |
to permit him fo use the good offices of the important ]
Mappilas to persuade the Tangal to. leave the country; for |
no personal conslderction would lead him’ to desert his
post, but the conviction that his further presence would §
tend 1o the damage of his faith and the Injury of those §
who profess, # Malabar....... might lead him to go away §
voluntarity”!?. 3

The moderate policy of the Collector was net ap-
precioted by his subordinates. W. Robinson, Acting Joint
Magistrate of Malabar pressed Conolly to fake the Tangal 1

Kottayam Taluk. Nine of the group visited Tirurangadi and {
got the consent and '® blessing of the Pukoya Tangal
on thelr homd determination”. The Govemment was of 4
the vlew that the Tangal should not be aliowed to remain g
in the country to encourage and abet the crimes, andy
accepted suggestion of the District Collector to use the!
good office of the Influential men to persuade the Tangoty
to leave quickly'®



Meanwhile the Government cppointed TL Strange,
Judge of Sadr and Faujdavi Adalat to anquire into the
Mappila disturbances, and directed him to give his earliest
attention fo the conduct of Tirurengadi Tangal and to
advise the Govemment regarding the measurss to be
adopted agalnst him. # was resolved that no steps were
taken for arresting the Tangal or removing him from the
district until orders passed on the report of Strange®,

The rumour that the Government was going to the
Tangal brought neary tweive thousand armed Mappilas
to the Tirurongad! Mosque on 13th Feb, The Collector
reported that the Tangal was clossted with the chiefs
fil 3pm when he came out and dismissed the majority
of his visitors?’, that the armed men were dismissed shows
that the Tangal had no intention to misuse his populartty
and the apprehensionsof the Brifish cbout his acfivities
warg unfounded.

But Robinson continued to harp on the same string
pointingout the compiicity of the Tirurangadii Tangal in
the Mattanur outbreak. He asserted that the people of
Mattanur had no connection with Trurangad), a place
some 80 to 90 miles away and they “obtained his full
assent and his all efficacious blessings on the mur-
derous intent....”?2 Relying on the words of subordinate
officials Robinson argued that the Tangal should be
brought fo trial.

Meanwhile Strange Commission recommended fo the

Government to bring the Tangal tc submission fo the

Authority or suffer the corsequences®. Conally continued
his efferts fo persuade the Tangal to leave the District
peacefully;, To the emissary of Conolly Tangal said that
he had not done anything to deserve the displeasure of
the Govermnment, He repudiated the deeds of the fanatics;
“that it was his -misfortune that a genera!l blessing
intfended to convey spirtual benefits o those alone who
acted in accordance with the Mohammadan faith should
be misinterpreted by a few parties who acted In con-
fradicfion to 1S precepts*?4, The Government approved

the suggetion of Conolly fo persuade the Tangal to leave
Malobar voluntarily. The Tangal himself expressed his
willingness to leave Malabar and take permatent seffle-
ment In Arabio Intoder to avold misusing his name for
deeds of horror,

On 19th March 1852, Sayyld Fazl, with his family, followers
and servants set off for Arabia. His adherents trled to
persuade him fo change or delay his deparure from
Malabar. Til the last he remained Inside his house and
thus avoided popular exciternent. When the newsof his
departure became public, a huge crowd gattered at
his place. So he rescived 1o take boat from Parappanan-
gadi abandoning the earier plan of going to Calicut.
By the fime the Tangal reached the coast, the crowd
swelled into 8000 showing shong sign of grief ot his
departure. Tangal's behavior after his resofution o leave
Malabar was ‘prudent and polites,

The deporture of Sayyid Fazl did not produce any
change In the turbulent ond voldtile situation of Malabar.
Not only did riols break  out In varous ports of Malabar

“In the following vears, but Conolly, the District Collector

was murdered by the Mapplla convicts (11th Sept. 1855). .
This shows that the Mappila outrages were not Instigated

by the ‘fandtfical’ preachings of Sayyid Fozl or Muslien
priests, and fmelr reots lay elsewhere.
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