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5. Ismall Sahib

SPIRITUALLY
DETERIORATED?

Moulovi Abu Sabah Sahib used to visit
our place often and, as a young man, |
looked wupon him with great admiration

.and awe. He was such a man who radiated

enthusiasm and encouragement. He satis-
Jred us with answers for all our questions.
He wanted peace among people. When
the Farook College mosque was built, two
names were suggested by two sections of
the committee. Then the problem was pre-
sented before Moulavi Sahib. Considering
the pros and cons, he recommended the
present name ‘Al-Azhar’ which was ac-

cepted by both parties.

I have been in touch with the college
since 1966. Though the college has groum
up very much physically its sparitual aspect,
I feel, is becoming deteriorated.
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IT SPRANG OUT OF
NECESSITY

A.K. KADER KUTTY SAHIB

All great things invariably had
humble beginnings. Sometimes, it
would have been accidental, some-
times it came out of sheer necessity.

The origin of Farook College be-
longs to this second category. It
was sometime in 1945-46 period.

f was then a member of the Advis-
ory Committee of the Govl. Brennen
College, Tellicherry. The Principal
who had just taken over charge,
insisted that admiss sion to the col-
lege should be on merit basis oniy.
I realised the implecatipns of this
decision, which if implimented,
would be detrimental {o the inlerests
of the local people. | therefore
suggested an alternative that in the
case of students belonging tothe
local area, some weightage be given.
This was hot acceptable to the Prin-
cipal, 1 therefore watked out in pro-
test,

The incident set me thinking. |
went to the lale Seethi Sahib who
was then praclising at Tellicherry.
We discussed the problem in detail
and agreed fhat we should meet
again at Madras soon, to do some-
thing concrete in the matter,

At Madras, we met the Vice Chan-
cellor and explained the problem to
him, particularly the aspect that con-
cerned the Muslim Community. His
approach was direct, He asked us:
"Why do you want to wait for seats
in a govermment coilege? Why not
start a college of your oun?"

That was something we had never
thought of till then. But we agreed
to consider his suggestion and tnolk
leave of him.

Here starts the history of Farook
College.

The consensius was that we start
a first grade college in Central
Malabar region. Land was scarce n
Calicut. Late Advocate Hydross
Saheb started making extensive en-
quiries at Farook area for land. We
had none from Calicut in the begin-
ning.

One evening. when we were re-
turning from Feroke just after a "hunt
for land” we saw illumination at
Janab Umbichi Haji's house at Kallai,
where some wedding function was
going on. We were not invited for
the function, but we barged in, to
the surprise of the hosts. We met a
lot of people there Late
F. I Kurthamed Kutly Haji and many
others from Calicuf joined us soon.

When I found our search endless,
I offered 200 or 300 acres ofland
at Tellicherry for the College, but
Calicut area was preferred as a cent-
ral place for the Malabar reglon. We
had a marathon meeting at Un-
nikammu Saheb’s house on the pre-
vious day of the visit of University
Commission. The discussions lasted
titt the small hours without any tan-
gible results. We received prormises,
if | remember correct, of aboul Ks.
60,000/ to Rs. 70,000/~ at the meef-
ing from the members present. fiyd-
ross Saheb even offered to pledge
his house, but the gap was still wide,

i retuned to Tellicherry to ral}
the balance amount required. | to
some amount which was twith m
earmarked for another p
Some money was avallable with 8
educational association of whichl
was the treasurer. This
mobllised and the armount sé
through a special messenger |
Catlicut.

Everything clicked fine. The
was cast for the College just in tim

i was one of those who argu
that a master plan should first §
drawn up before we start the um
on the College. But there ma
amongst us, who rwere a little g
simistict about the ambitious prg
ramme we had launched upon. §
they too turned optimistic once WG
started moving. Moulavi Saheb 1
very enthusiastic and encouragh
us fo go ahead. Everyone conlj
buted their mite for the Colleg
Prominent among them were #
uncle Late Kunhi Mayan Haji K
Abdul HKadar Haji Unnikkamy
Saheb, Kunhamed HKutty Haji §
Baramy, Koyapathody Ahmed Kul
Haji and many others. 3

From that poini, we never ook
back. It was, as history proved,]
story of success and progress. Y

Yes, looking back now, we
every reason (o be proud of @
achievernent.
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K.M. Seethi Saheb

THE GENESIS

In one of wmy courtesy calls on Dr.
Abdul Hagq, the Deputy Divector of Public
Instructions, he devoted the -rrtajaf part of
his conversatton with me lo an expositton
of the advantages of establishing a College
m Malabar m accordance with the policy
of the University, and pointed out the
instance of opening the Usmantya C r;fl.ege,_

Kur wol. He made an wmpressive appeal
o me lo move the maoiter without any
avotdable delay.

“I told Dr. Abdul Haq that I would
mmmediately consult my friends and col-
leagues and explore the possibility of start-
ing a College on lhe new premises of the
Rouzathul Uloom Arabic College at Ferohe
which had been endowed by Janab P.
Abdulla Kutty Saheb and to which was
the College to bespified from Manjeri. I
lost no time in broaching the matter lo
My, M.V. Hydross Saheb, MLA, who was
the Secretary of the Rouzathil Uloom
Assoctation, Mr. Hydross Saheb who had
even spoken to me a couple of days back
ahout the possibality of having a First
Grade College as an adjunct of the Arabic
College, accorded a hearly welcome to the
idea. We immediately decided to write to
Mowlavi Abussabah Ahmed Ali Sahib, the
Founder and President of the Rouzathul
Uloom: Association and Principal of the
Arabic College, about the matter and sent
a letter to him that very day. Moulavi
Saheb had only to recetve the letter fo
start to Madras with his characteristic
energy and optimism. Il was Moulavi
Saheb’s chevished ambition to have a Col-
lege under the Rouzathul Uloom and he
naturally jumped at the idea. On  his
arrival in Madras, we had hurried consud-
tation. with  Janab  Muhammed  Ismail
Saheb, MLA, the President of the Indian
Unton Mustim League, and Mr. B. Pocker
Saheb, and the application for opening
the Farook First Grade College, was filed
i the month of October 1947. The greal
encouragement given to wus by Dr. A
Lakshmana Swamy Mudali ar, the Vice
Chancellor, before filing the application,
was of invaluable help to us al that stage,
and also at all subsequent stages. Soon
after the application was made theve was
a meeting of the prominent Moplah gent-
lemen who were then in Madras at the
business premises of Mr. N.V. Umar Saheb.
Mr. Mohamaned Ismail Saheb, MLA pres-
wed over the meeling and a Committee
to promote the College Scheme was formed
with Muhammed Ismail Saheb as Presi-
dent. He issued an appeal exhorting the
frublic, especially the Muslim Public, to
extend all possible help to the College.”

(Extract from Siiver Jublile Souvenir)

Syed Abdul Wahab Bukhari

APPLICATION FILED

Thﬂ:}' had to pay an application fee of
Rs. 600/-, I think the money was raised
as a loan, and the application was submit-
ted to the University. 1 happened to be
. Malabar at that time. A campaign of
collections was set afoot, with Mr. Seethi,
Mowlana Abussabah, My. Hydross and
myself. We decided to go to Khan Bahadur
Unntkammu Sahih, a merchant prince of
Malabar. He recetved ws well and was
very favourably impressed with the idea
of opening an Arts and Science College
m Malabar. He promised lo stavt with
Re. 3000/ and tn case we also collected
Rs. 5000f- he would be willing o give
another equal amount. Thus, he not only
helped us but encouraged ws in our collec-
Lons. Inoa short time we were able o
reach the figure of Rs. 30,000/-,

"It was some time in April 1948 that
the University Comamission in which I was
also a member, visited the College. Mr.
Syed Mohideen Shah, the Principal desig-
nale, vecetved and indroduced us fo the
members of the Managing Committee. The
Commission’s wistt was notsed aboul and
quite a large gatheving of enthusiastic
people had collected theve. But beyond «



few bare walls and a hall with a few
hundred books, which the Principal had
furnished to the College, there was nothing
ready that could be called a College. The
Management wanted to start the College
m July of that year. The Commission
could not possibily agree to giie recognition.
It was argued on behalf of the Management
that since enthusiasm for the College had
been  genevated, it would be possible to
mobilise it and the College will come into
extstence ai the end of fune. The Commis-
sion had been aduvised Javourably by the
Vice-Chancellor who was hkeen that the
College  showld come into  existence in
Malabar,

"It was thevefore agreed that a one man
Comanission should visit Feroke towards
the end of June and see how far the
construction and other arrangement had
been carried out. Prof. K.S.U. Nair was
suggested as the Commission subject to the
approval of the Vice-Chancellor. But for
this lenient attitude of the University led
by that Educationdlist par excellence, Dr.
Lakshmanna Swamy Mudaliar, the en-
thusiasm of the people would have petered
away and then there would have been no
Farook College loday. Our thanks are
primanily due to Allah, who guided our
Vice-Chancellor 1o take that great step
towards the higher education of Muslim
Community.

{Extract from Silver Jubliee Number.)
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T.C. Sankara Menon

THE COMMISSION VISITS

i was on 23rd March 1948 1 took
up the Raitway Guide to see how distant
was Feroke from Chittur, A letter had
Just veached me to say that the Syndicate
of Madvay University had appriinfrrf a
Commission “to make a local enguiry and
report on the application Jor affiliation
of @ new college al Frroke™ The lelter
satd that [ was to be a member of the
Commission. At that time, I wes the Prin-
cpal of the first Grade College newly
stavted at Chittur (T “alghat) by the povern-
ment of Cochin state,



The other memebys of the Commission
were Prof. V.K. Ayyappan Pillai, Professor
of English, Presidency College, Madras
as Chatrman, K.S. Unni and Bukhan
Saheb Bahadur from Madras, and Prin-
cipal K.S.U. Nair of Victoria, Palghat.
We agreed on a programme to have the
inspection on 9th and 10th Apnil, then
wrile our report.

“We were at the Beech Hotel, m Calicut
on 9th April. We met the representatives
of the Rouzathul Uloom Association who
had applied for the College. As our discu-
ssion prrogressed, our embrassement in-
creased, because veady provisions were so
scanty, compared (o requirements, “Any
way let us see the site” we agreed. Driving
to the site at Feroke, we found little to
raise our hopes. My diary says: “site good,
but nothing of buildings etec.”

We saw, if my memory is correct, a
roofless plinth, partly enclosed with bamboo
mals, and al one end, a few old tables,
three or four almirahs and shelves with
some books, many of these old. Even for
a subject specially emphasised namely Is-
lamic Culture, there were only ten books.
According to the application, even the
foundation for the proposed College had
to come up, every bit of furniture for the
classes had to be found, libravies and
laborataries had lo be constructed, lebora-
tory equipment and books had to be ob-
tained. The sports ground had to be pre-
pared. Everything had to be ready in two
months time when the sponsors wanted to
start the College! We knew that no Aladdin’s
lamp was aquailable.

nder ‘such circumstances, we would
have summerised our report saying that
the provisions were yél very madequal,
and that sponsors might apply for affili-
ation after one year. However, the Com-
mission felt that this case deserved a dif-
ferent approach. We were much impressed
by the superb collective enthusiasm of the
sponsors and the public. The region in
general and the sponsors communily in
particular had few facilities for higher
education. We knew that ample resources
were available, such as property, finance
and efforts. Only some guidance was re-
quired about the rules of affiliation and
priority of provisions. We wanted to recom-
mend affiliation and see the institution
started as soon as possible.

To my knowledge theprompt affitiation
granied to this College is ome of the very
rare instances where the Madras University
relaxed some of ils regulations so thal a
College might start work. This was possible
because of the consideration which Dr,
Lakshmana Swamy Mudaliyar had for
you, the special interest which one of the
world’s great gynaecologists took in the
birth of the College. This was professionally,
a special case, a prima, the first degree
Callege in the region, and the first degree
College sponsored by the Kerala Muslims.
You have dome rightly well in naming
one of your hostels after him and im-
moralalising his assoctation with the College.
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S.A. JIFRI SAHIB

‘THE COLLEGE HAS TO FIND
A CAR

Though not afficially, I was associated
with the  Farook College from the wvery



time «of ity inception. As my father late
Attakoya Thangal was not well, 1 had to
@ fciarg on his behalf for many things
fike public collections and tours.

My memory of Farook College iy closely
connected with ity real founder late Abdus-
sabah Moulavi, Avaran Kutty Hajt, Adv,
M.V, Hydruss, Seethi Saheb, Urinikhammu
Saheb and others without whom the college
would not huve come inte being.

I recallicon incident that had happened at
one of owr mwthzgs‘. Once we wanted
some money by carly morning next day.
We sat up wil 3'0 cock in the night,
Stll there was a shortage of about Rs.
30,000, Then Mr. Kader Kulty told ws
“Will you please let me go. If I find the
money”. So the money was found.

My futher wsed to be funny some times.
Late Kunhahammed Kutty Hajee and Has-
san Koya were brothers in law, and we
(used to get together in the eveniuigs. Once
they said that they were in a hwrry to
have diner at thier wive's house. My father
excuseed himself and coolly moved out.
He sent mer driver, lelling him o fetch
the food which way prepared at Hassan
Koya's plare. The driver brought it. Hassan
Kwya and Kunhammed Kutly Hajee had
left. When they reached home there was
nothing for them and they came back to
share food with us.

Another anecdote thal comes to my mind
ix the purchase of a car for the college.
We used to go around collecting funds.
In owr fund-collection lours, we used to
go in the committee members cars one
after the other. Bul sometimes no one may
find it convenient to sparve a car. So my
father came owt with the idea of having
a car for the college and it was very much
appreciated by all members. Actually Late
B.P. Hassan Koy used to refer to it very
often. He said: whatever it may be, the
College has to find a car, and thus we
bought one.

I became an official member on the
managing conmitiee after my father's death
in 1954. At that time P.P. Hassan Koya
was one of the leading lights; but for him
Favook training college would not have
come intv being. It was entively on his
effort, well backed by the then Principal

Mr. Jaleel. Of course, others too very
strangly supported ii. There was such a
unity and ro-operation among the members.
I am greatly happy that the coming gen-
eration s also co-operative. We have in
vur present secretury a very enthusiastic
young man, and 6 ave others in the
committee. 1 have no doubl, with the
co-operation and enthusiasm, this premier
Muslim institution in Kerala will go ahead
Sfrom suceess to suecess. It has encouraged
and paved the way for similiar institutions.
Actually even the Calicut University, [
would like to say, was an offspring of
Farovk College. C.H. Mohammed Koya,
a very particular friend of mine, was very
devoted to Farook College. It gave him
the idea of establishing a university in
Caficut. So Allah bless us to do this good
work with the same spinit and enthusiasm.

G, af)o.ddh. MaNA3)CEW
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K. MOIDEEN KOYA

A COLLEGE OFFICE
WITHOUT A
TYPE WRITER

I was appointed clerk cum typist on
10th August 1948. Janab C.P.M. Mai-
deen Koya, who later vetired from Gout:
Service, and wmyself were the only two
members on the non-teaching staff. Sri.
T. Mamwmutty was the only last grade
staff. The college had not had even the
essential office requirements such as type
writer, furniture etc. Thevefore 1 had to
take all papers required to be typed ev eryday
to Feroke Mateh Factory at Petta owned
by Janab Kalathingal Mohamwmed Saheb
where there was a portable typerwiter. He
rendered me all help and gave me carbon
papers, white papers ete. The students and
staff members except day-scholors lived in

the college itself taking meals from the

neighbouring hotels. The bus charge from
Calicut o Chungam was only one Anng
i ("14th of a rupee) al that time.

The starting of a training college on
Ist August 1961 in the Farook College
Campus was a landmark in the history
of the Farook College Managing Commil-
tee. My serviceswere (ransferved to the
Traiming  College with  effect  from It
August 1961,

The heen interest and enthusiasm of
late Moulavr Abussabah Ahmed Ali Sahed
i establishing all the institutions in the
campus cannot be ignored. He is truly
“the bght of the campus”.



P. MAMMAD

SHAH SAHEB STARTS PBF..."”

On passing the intermediate examination
in 1947 from Zamorin'’s College, | had
to discontinue studies owing to the un-
Jacourable financial condition of my pa-
rents. So I accepted . a cerical job at
Mangeri. When Farook College  started
enlisting students in August 1948, there
were only three students for I year B.A.
and 28 for intermediate. Tieve was no
Muslim students ameng the three envolled.
As such, the authorities were on the look
out for ome. Itfwas at that time -the late
P.P. Mohamed, a colleague of mine at
Manjeri, persuaded me lo meel Principal
Syed Mohideen Shali. I explained to him
my difficulty to join the colege as a regular
fee paying student. Sympathised, he granted -
me full exemption from payment of fer
and I got myself envolled as the fourth
student of the college’s first B.A. batch,
and also became the first full fee concession
holder. This actually was the start of the -
Poor Boys Fund (PBF) in Farook College.
I remember that among our teachers then
Prof. Allusious, ws deadly afraid of snakes
which were rampant on the hilltep at that
time and so he never stepped oul after
night fall withowt an escort. Sri Kuriakose
was extremely fond  of cigars, but he
never smoke during class hours.

fhe endearing  character of MA,
Mohamed Saheb of the first intermediate
batch s still fresh in my mind. He used
to be move serious about services to fellow
students than his oun studies. He could
be found day and night beside any student
who fell sich. He was an odd type of
man. He used to sit at his studies late in
the night when others were fasl asleep;
and managed to sleep when all others
were actrve in studies, He was so endeared
to the entive studenis that Mr. P.A. Lathief,
one of his class mates, organised his birth-
day celebration on a grand scale lo which
even the locals were invited.

I was fortunate to become the first foot
ball captain of the college. 1 was afso
elected  the College Union  Secrvetary. |

recollect some wnforgettable fizures of those

days lthe late N.P. Damodarn who chose
to have s higher education i later years
of fus life! Late Hydros Kutty, N.P’
dining table Campanion who took  his
sruplus; and T, Damodavan, « ighty
lalented actor who was honowred by Dr.

Abdul Fag for his brillant vole in the

drama Kandom becha hottn”. The college

cday variety entevtainments in those days

tasted for four days which atiracted large
crowds of local people also. ‘

In 1953 I joined the college office as
Cashier in vealisation of my great desire

o oserve my Alma Mater, Inspired by a

deepr sense of gratitude, I worked hard in
disregard of the throughly disproportionate
remunevation 1 used to recetve. I recollect
that  the then college
Gopinath (mow in the States) headed the
agitation  for continuation of Principal
Shah Saheb in 1955, Prof. N.N. Beeran
Saheb took over as Prof-in-charge. The
courage and firmness shown by him at
that critical time was truly  admirable.

The pace of development in the College
got a boost with Sri. faleel Sahib’s taking
over charge as Principal in 1957, The
1959-75 period witnessed greal activities
it the sector of college ex pansion, which
was facilitated by the lavish grants by the
University Grants Commission.q feel much
gratified that 1 have also contributed my
mite though as a clevical cog in the wheel
of us developmental activities, tll | vetived
voluntarily in 1979.

chatrman  Sri.
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N.P. Damodaran

“l was only 43 years old....”

! joined the college in the B.A. Calss
m 1949, just one year after t had got

started. You need not stand aghast staring
on vacaum. | was full forty three years
old then. All the teachers with the exception
of twa or three were far younger

At the very first sight [ fell i love
with the rollege. Not that it was attractive
or pretty looking but that it impressed me
as one with a characler, a vave and
ivaluable asset to any institution, any
mdividual and to any nation al that. |
am _afraid, my love gradually grew bemg
promuscuous. I begun finding h‘ﬁ,‘.(’l‘rf 3]
fove with ¢ r)mhua’g and everythi g in the
eollege. [i will be a ,\rmf."{mg amezement
to you that we had no strike or- protest
of anylkmd whetsoever during thow days
There was only allround co-operation.

lo me

We were ondy twenty one in the first
yewr B.A class. Girls had not  started
heing r{rffmttrd' All wovked  hard for a
good result and it was really good, All
mj, clussmates who ;‘Jmufﬁ ot well employed

U less than a year's time. 1 was abready
a sentor editor on the staff of the Mat-
hrubhumi, tolerably well paid.

Ow the first day of my arrival m the
college, o few minwies before the bell, 1
m:pj.n ned o h\!(’n toQ sentorclass student
0 i s friends nearby: “Grand
,-;,.,r,’_,. :u.n‘c, ©an advertisement bt
borvowed from cinema. Soon came in sight
at a distance an aged lecturer (retived
Tanalian gentleman m#m})!m#d) He was

stovenly dressed in o nome-too-clean
unbicached "Kora’ dimn and  somewhat
aged coat to malel. Fe, o seemed, twas
wearing the diess for several davs without
a change. This little first experience led
me to expect good fun and a jolly time
al the college. Thanks to fellow students
I was not at all disappointed.

Looking at the phenominal growth both
in qualtty and quantity of the college now,
and Efw enviahle resull j;mdw»’a' year afier
year, I suspect my love is giving place to
pmide- the pride of being an old boy af a
college of that grandeur.

fExtract Praom Sifver foediloe Sovenir)
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" Prof: H.M.A. SHUKOOR

- THE MEMORY OF

A ‘CHOOT’

Whenever 1 think of my service in
Faraok College in  the  department  of
Economics, my mind goes back o my first
visit to Kerala. In Trichur I had the
privilege of meeting Prof. Mohideen Shah
Saheb, the founder principal of Farook
College, who, during the course of our
talk, had informed me of the possibility
of a placement for me in the next academic
year.

1 received ovders of appointment and
left my native town, Holenarsipur in Has-
san Dist, in the erstwhile Mysore State.
On reaching Calicut, lale in the evening,
raining incessanily, by the only rickety.
bus then availoble o was  «a problem
to reach Farook College, Some people knew
of it and some were ignorant about its
very existence. One good natured gentle-
man, understanding my lack of Malayalam
language and locations of the places, put
me na bus. All along 1 was anxiously
reading the sign boards; and after Feroke
Railway station, it was almost sunset, Qil
lamps were . The bus passed Feroke
area but no sign of the expected College -
buildings and at a place ( Chungam) clus-
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tered by a few thatched tea shops. I was
asked to alight. Somebudy voluntarily asked
me my destination. When I told him of
the Collge, he veplied “Principal” amus-
mgly pronownced ‘Muncipal] fie ched up
my fuggage and, by gesture rmd signs
asked me Lo follow on. The on-lookers
throughoul were staring at me, amused
al a f)f*v‘.wn in swl, hat and shoes.

I just followed has bidding and divection
blindly and he talked a lot m Malayalam,
but I could understand very lttle. By then
it was putch-dark and I got panicky lo
walk along narrow mud-road under palm
groves and among shrubbery. The most
dmu.ﬂ'mg thing (to me) was v see, here
and there one wor two persons uai’kmg
about with glowing tovch, which on jerks
of hand lights up and spreads hght showing
the way (lateron [ came to know i was
the local torch made of twisted dried
palmleaves called “Choot’)

After walking blindly, though in panic,
for comsiderable distance, the porter pomnted
ai @ howse, Iowas on an elevation and
un climbling rrf;! saw My, Shah Saheb.
I preeted B long  wwoith Mr. Jaleel
Sahil (later Principal and Vice-Chancel-
lor) studying tabulated mark lists of adms-
stom seekers. [ fnrgot all anxiety and worry.
I felt velaxed and had the adz:anmge of
living with him in the same house tll I
shifted residence to Calicul.

Next morming we moved to the College,
climbing a hillock in rural settings, inhabit-
ants starring al us as though we were a
curious lot. We reached the College, just
a completed portion of unostentatious tiled
buzfdwg on the hillock, the Feroke river
flowing douwn below.

The observation of the Madras Univer-
sity Affiliation Commission came irue-as
Fhr)u;k a mrracte of “Aladin's Lamp” from
a humble begining-a modest building to

almost a mim untversity. Farook college
ts recommended for the status of an “Au-
tomomous College”.

I cannot megc’:' my i soned and infimole
dassociation  with my collegues - same of
them no more, some of them vetired and
vome are still contimuing in sevvice and
some of onur old students have replaced
wus, the lisf 15 inexhaustible.

My relationship with the students used

be almost like friends, when student
disctpline and response to leaching was
admivable. 1 had the opportunty of leading
student tours to Mysore (several times)
Combatore, Peechi Dam ete. and most
memorable is one under the  planning
forum tu the rural parts of Mandye Dt.
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Dr. A.P. ibrahim Runju,

FOND MEMORIES OF
THE HILLOCK LIFE

I joined Furook ( olfege i 1950, when
the Cellege was stilf suffering from teethong
trandles. Sitwerted away from the wmain
arieries of traffic. the hillock had wany
disadvaitages, As treisport feicilities were
seavee, b vempmber theat, W avoid e
eventng ruskh o al Calicut bus stand. some
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of us wsed 1o procecd to Malaparamba
and f)"j the same Ma i'ﬂpmn mba-Feroke biis
o Feroke and tridge all the way from
Feroke to the College. Bul the teaching
staff and studenis bore these inconveniences
with fortituee. Teachers of the College
worked with such devolion thal Favook
College soon established itself on the edu-

cation map of the Madras State of which
Malabar was a part al that time.

I vemember with fond memories those
" early years, when members of staff, without
distinction of caste, creed or religion,
worked with dedication and produced not
only excellent examination yesulls from an
educationally backward area, bul also
showed wonderful communal harmony, at
a ttme when North India was being rent
by communal clashes. | remember boys who
had been vipped from their homes and
forced to lroe under strange conditions in
the College campus feeling  lonely and
uncomfortable, soon acclimatising  them-
selves with  the new surroundings  arvd’
teading nwormal and happy lives. One of
the most exhilarating experiences of Farook
College Tife was. thal both leachers and
students on this hillock were in close contact
and kwew each other very well, as most
of them lived in the hostels and lodges
on the hillock. | am confident that all
those who had their College education
through Fevook Coltege will vemember with
nostalgia their happy years in the College.

Even after teaving the College in 1967,
! had kept in touch with the events and
{a’r‘z’f’fnpmf'uh m the College, The general
decline e educational  standards  and
teacher—student refations s;lf,"j‘;f*{.l',pi-. to have
affected  Farook College also. Necessary
measures are urgently needed to remedy
the situation and redeem the ecariier sian-
dards achieved by the College-in examina-
lions, sports and other extva curriculer
activilies.

from theve in 1961,

Prof. V.K. Achutha Menon
“VYING WITH

ONE ANOTHER IN
GOOD DEED..."

[ was Professor of Commerce in Farook
Callege for less than a decade and retived
The change m the
Campus which has ils own natural beauty,
s been just sepectacular.

Away from the ‘maddening’ erowd,
is ona small killock, but with all transport
feeilities, extending to the bank of a river.
Indeed it s leasure o work wunder
such pleasant physical surroundings with
no fear of environmental /J.‘;Hu!irm wrilthe
the Colleges situated in the midst of wrbon
centres fﬁr'mrrrrag what arve called "Conurba-
tons' or Megalapolis.

Now, with respect to the psyclological
atmosphere which is wmore imporvtant for
the ereation of proper academac conditions
moany colleginte imstitution, and the al-
titude of the awthorities concerned in their
dealings with the staff. 1 should say, they
were as explatned in the Hoaly Quran:

“Vying weth  one another i good deed.”
(5:48). The cousidervation and Fc‘“mrf anid
shall 1 say  vespect- fm what | do not
know-they had for me went to vuch an
extent that 1 often got vverwhebued. Surely,
theve cannol be a more congenial aimos-
phere for a Professor, and whethey be did
the work to the satisfaciion of the anthorities
and more than that lo the satisfaction of

the _students, 1t s not for me o judge.
The most important section of wy official
career was ax the Diveclor of hnh‘mm’s
and Commerce of the evstwltife Cochin
state. This peviod has been sandwiched,
o to say, between fwn periods of about
ten years cach of Professovial worl in twe
first prade colleges. Aud 1 ran
.<'£Hmm h'w‘r;.nm whatever,
haed the ."m.f af time while
iy Professor of

asvert
that
F ey warking

(.omnmerce in Faveook Col-

} 1 -

fege. The swaff of the College has not
finistied  wddfi e with iy retivement;
whenever thewe o oany funetion in o the

College they wever forget me; whenever
(i memehy uf the stafl has oceasion fo
fonte o ’H.'\ ;}{i’“{ H! if\f”‘l‘f“i'. -‘l.'l' HEUY
failed to wisit e and make  pevsonal
engieivies about me.
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Prof: N.G. Valdyanathan,

22 YEARS OF
EARNEST SERVICE

I Joined Farook College as lecturer in
Physics in June 1953, when our college
was gusi started. My association with the
then Principal Prof. Syed Moideen Shah
was very cordial and the same continued
when Prof. K.A. Jaleel took over. The
management and all the colleagues were
very co-operative and with our jomnt efforts,
we were able to bring up the institution,
‘and start all degree courses within a span
of 5 to 6 years. During succeeding years
we. were able 10 produce several rank
holders at various levels, thanks lo the
earnestness shoun by the staff members of

the department.

I have spent the best years of my career
serving this institufion and have actually
seen it grew and give fruils.

Another  noteworthy poimt is  the
exemplary discipline of the students m the
college. It is for this reason thai there has
been heavy rush for admission in our
college.

1 retived 1975 as Head of the Depart-
ment of Physies. with a deep sense of
Julfilment which would not have been
pussible without the co-vperation of both
the management und my collegues.



Hameed Chennamangaloor

HEIR TO THE HERITAGE OF
AN ALMA MATER

From a remote and obscure village of
Kozhikkode District 1 came to Farook
College as a Pre-Degree student . June
1964, I came with almost e blank mind
and left it after five years with something
filled in. I call that something the heritage
of my Alma Mater - it was nothing bl
a secudar attitude to life.

I can’t help remembering the fabulous
academic facilities that I enjoyed at Farook.
The reading rvoom and kbrary of the
college were so rich that any student in
pursuit of learning could fruitfuly, rely
on them. I used to spend much of the
“free howr’ in the reading room, which
was then howsed i a spacious room in
the baleony of the auditovium. The time
I spent there of course stood me 1 good
stead in oy future intellectual pursut.

My recollections of Farook wounld remain
incomplete if I fail to make a reference
fo oy most sincere techers. Armmg them
there arve names I ean never forget - Prof.
AP, Abdul Rahman, Prof. K.V. Abdul
Rabmean, Prof. T. Abdulla, late P.V. Ray

Gopal, Prof. U. Mohamed, late Babu
Paul, Prof. H.M.A. Shukoor. The lisi is
certainly incomplete. But oncthing can be
stated i unequivecal terms; the basis of
the student-teacher relationship during owr
days al Farook was that of a sublime
fraternity. I would include even Prof.
Jaleel, the then Principal, but for whom
the secular atr of the campus would not
have remained as deep and fresh as it
used to be, i this fraternly.
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A Stand against

conviction

From my student days at Farook,
between age 15 to 17, in the years
1954 to 56, 1 remember many
cvents and personalities that made
up the life on campus. A few un-
forgettable people who had an en-
during influence on me were: Prof.
M. Mohamed, who inspired in me
a love for English literalure and
poeltry, which | cherish to this day,
and FProf. A P.FP. Namboodiri who
aroused a lifelong fascination for
Malayalam literature. Often in my
medical career since Farook days,
I have wished that there were silimar
inspiring, gifted teachers in the sci-
entific disciplines of physics, chemis-
tryy and biology. But my education
in these suhjects was adequate to

see me through all the many exams.

that beset a medical career,

The year of the strike, 1955, is
very vivid in my memory, for that
was when | found myself without
courage to act on my conviction
that a change of the Principal was
not such a serious issue that con-
cerned or affected a majority of the
student body and that the strike
was the work of a few agitators and
activitists assuming leadership of the
Students by demagoquery and orat-
ory. A few among us were not con-
vinced, but our voices were feeble,
Fortunalely for us the strike was
put down and the college survived
to go on to become a premiecre
institution of higher learning, and
we Farookians of that era are ever
grateful to the men in charge for
the amicable turn of events, that
could have gone the other way and
influenced our lives delrimentaliy.

To this day, wherever | am, I’
carry with me a ting fragment or
alom of Farook”, in the words of
Math. Prof. M. Gopinathan,
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From the Presidential address delivered by Sri. P.S. Kumaraswami Raja,

Chief Minister of Madras on 2nd annual day of the college

on 11.2.1951

“l am glad to state that the locality and situations of this college

"It has been my experience
that the so called unedu-
cated persons are the most
interested in  education.
Very few from the educated
persons have come forward
with substantial donations
for the cause of education.
It is o great stimulus to me
that my visit has been made
~ the occasion for making such
splendid gifts for this col-
lege. | shall not hesitate to
come again if my visit can
produce such enthusiasm.”

are o5 idealistic as its ethical objectives. The spacious compound
and the beautiful locality in which it is situated commanding a
magnificent view and appearance, are factors that vouchsafe for its
expansion and glorious future. This locality could command any
amenities as well, to supplement the natural facilities it is already
enjoying. The cumulative effect of these would be that you are
going to witness here shortly a model institution of the higher
University Education.”

Dr. Sr. AL Muthaliar,
Vice Chancellor of Madras University

at his maiden visit of the college on 22nd Nov, 1950,
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