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More American Women Converting to Islam

Many American women
sull find themselves fighting
for equality in beardrooms
across the country, Others are
trying to convinee Congress
they can fly combat missions,
Even nuns have disinhabited
their habits and are pushing for
a more comprehensive role in

the Catholic Church.

So if one is a little shocked
al the sight of two sky-blue
eyes and wheal - colored brows
peering out of a traditional
Muslim head covering, one
may perhaps be forgiven. While
Jeanine “Aisha” Mirza admits
her appearance evokes second
glances, she says she's hardly
umgque even in Logan.

Mirza is one of an increas-
ing number of American
women who have converted to
Islam, "I feel a lot of questions
have been answered that 1 had
before,” she said in an - inter-
view al the home of - local

Muslim author Kais al Kalby. -
Mirza is secretary of al Kalbys® ©

Islamic Cultural Association.
Al Kalby, who is said to

have made more than 3000

converts since he came to the

United States says women are
his most willing audience. “All
1 have to do is show them the
Qu'ran passages on women and
divorce and they convert,” he
said.

It took more than that for
Mirza, 32, who siudied the
Qur'an and talked with local
Muslims for about six months

* before she decided to accept

Islam,

Three things about the reli-
gion appealed to her-the fact
that it has not changed since
the -time of the Prophet
Muhammad (Pbuh), it is family
oriented and “it has very defi-
‘ite rules for men and women.”
The latter two characteris-
tics were also present in the DS
Church to which she had con-
verted from Lutheranism as a
young adult. "But with the

Former Black Panthers’ Activist Converts to Islam

One of the most active

Black Panthers Atlanta, Rap-
Brown, who had once asked
African-Americans o “get a
gun and get their rights by
force” converted to Islam and
called himself Jamil Al-Amin.
After learning Arabic he has
become one of the popular
promoters of Islam in the
United States.

An  American journalist
writes “The FBI blacklisted the

black revolutionary activist,

~members of the  American - who had once wanted his people

to set fire 1o all of America. He
now prays to Ged to guide his
people.” According to Jamil,
“for the prosperity of human
beings the Holy Qur'an has
absolute universality and those
who follow its teachings will
altain prosperity in this. world.
There is not anything above
Istam, and even 1 myself seck
God’s shelter from the deceiv-
ers.”

Today Jamil-Al-Amin s

~one of the prominent Muslins

in Atlanta City and is always
busy with propagating Islam
throughout the United States.
After converting to Islam, he
does not call the whites “pigs”
but now calls them the oppres-
sors. He believed the whites
have deprived the other inhah-
itants of the U.S. of their rights.
It is waorth mentioning that
Islam is the fastest spreading
religion in the U.S. today.
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Book: Sehath Wo Marz Aur Islami
Talimat
Author: Moulana Syed Jalaluddin
Umari
Pages: 388 Hard Bound
Price: Rs.70.00
Publishers: Idara-E-Tahgeeq-0-
Tasneef-E-Islami
Panvali Kothi -Dodhpur Road
Aligarh - 202001
The Holy Quran atlaches great
impartance to the code of health
and hygiene. Islam has given
precise instructions aboul permis-
sible and the prohibited foods, the
mode of dress o wear and the
hygienic  principles, which are
essential for a healthy living.
The author, Moulana Syed

Jalaluddin | i in this book has
made a re - bl contribution
by bringifie wit 1l rentific ap-

proach of ‘dslam  weands health

and hygiene. The hygienic and
econumic principles which.under-
line Islamic commands and prohi-
bitions are clearly brought out.
There is a medicine for every
ailment such that if a right medi-
cine hits a corresponding ailment,
health is restored with the Will of
God. The author has divided the
book into two chapters. The first
chapter deals with health and prin-
ciples involved in maintaining
good health like personal hygiene,
diet that 15 permissible according
to Islam and the mode of eating,
drinking, different types of sports,
exercises, rest and sleep. The
second chapter deals with the treat-
ment aspect of the diseased. The
various types of treatment are men-
tioned here are cowardly acts like
suicide o escape from pains are
explained as being against the
principles of Islam. For every
disease there is a treatment except
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emphasises that death may oceur
anytime by the Will of God and
that there 1s treatment for disease
and suffering. The so called
spiritual treatment through prayer
is not ignored by the author, as
the body is greatly influenced by
the state of mind. And the psy-
chology of the diseased to bel
studied and catered according 1o
his state of mind.

In conclusion it may be said
that the author has made signifi-
cant contribution by focusing on
the scientific and hygiemic ap-
proach of Islam in dealing with
health and a proper code for a
moral, healthy long life. The
book beautifully throws light on
the Islamic approach to human
life that can be read by any reader
of any religion be it o Muslim or

ISLAMIC VOICE, JUNE 1995, PAGE 18 ]

Mormon church, 1 felt I had a
lot of unanswered questions,”
she said. “Whenever they
wanted to change something
they just had a revelation like
the revelation to let blacks hold
the priesthood, which came dur-
ing the Civil Righis Move-
ment.”

She also recalled being im-
pressed by a passage in the
Qu'ran that ascribes the forma-
tion of fetus from a “Clinging
clot" to a baby in the mother's
womb, “This was wrilten in the
seventh century when they had

no idea abut how a fetus devel
ops,” she said:

Mirza eventually marriei
the Pakistani studen!, Nasee
Ahmed Mirza who had dis
cussed the Qu'ran with he
over coffee at Utah State Uni
versity, While most American
are under the impression the
Muslim wives are “oppressed,
Mirza said, she hasn't foun
that to be true.

“It's just a different div
sion, she said. “Outside '
home, my husband's the b
But in my home, I'm the bc
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non Muslim.
Dr. Raziuddin Ahmed

Shura (Mutual Consultation)

Shura is the first principle of
Islamic leadership, Muslim lead-

harsh-hearted, they would

EVI

"Wealth does not consist in Riches, But in Generosity”
ASGHER AHMED PASHA
MUNAVAR BASHA




























