A TRUE

STORY

Ramya K. (lind BSc Maths)

On a recent weekend in Atlantic city, a woman won a
bucketful of quarters at a slot machine. She took a break
from the slots for dinner with her husband in the hotel dining
room. But fist she wanted to stash the quarters in her room.
"I'll be right back and we'll go to eat", she told her husband
and she carried the coin laden bucket to the elevator.

As she was about to walk into the elevator, she noticed
two men already aboard. Both were black. One of them
was big... very big.... an intimidating figure.

The women froze. Her first thought was these two are
going to rob me. Her next thought was don't be a bigot, they
look like perfectly nice gentlemen. But racial stereotypes are
powerful, and fear immobilized her.

She stood and stared at the two men. She felt anxious,
flustered, ashamed. She hoped they didn't read her mind,
but knew they surely did; her hesitation about joining them
on the elevator was all too obvious. Her face was flushed.
She wouldn't just stand there, so with a mighty effort of will
she picked up one foot and stepped forward and followed
with the other foot and was on the elevator.

Avoiding eye contact, she turned around stiffly and faced
the elevator doors as they closed. A second passed and
then another second, and then another. Her fear increased
! The elevator didn't move. Panic consumed her. My god,
she thought, I'm trapped and about to be robbed ! Her heart
plummeted. Perspiration poured from every pore. Then....
one of men said, "Hit the floor". Instinct told her: do what
they tell you. The bucket of quarters flew upwards as she
threw out her arms and collapsed on the elevator carpet. A
shower of coins rained down on her. Take my money and
spare me, she prayed. More seconds passed. She heard

one of the men say politely, “Ma‘am, if you'll just tell us wha
floor yours going to, we'll push the button®”.

The one who said it had a little trouble getting the word
out. He was trying mightily to hold in a belly laugh. She lifte
her head and looked up at the two men. They reached dow
to help her up. Confused, she struggled to her feet. "Whel
| told my man here to hit the floor". said the average sizé
one. :

"I meant that he should hit the elevator button for ot
floor. 1 didn't mean for you to hit the floor, ma'am" He spok
genially. He bit his lip. It was obvious he was having a ha
time not laughing. She thought: My God, what a specta
I've made of myself. She was too humiliated to speak. Sk
wanted to blurt out an apology, but words failed her. How
you apologize to two perfectly respectable gentlemen
behaving as though they were going to rob you ?

She didn't know what to say. The three of them gathe
up the strewn quarters and refilled her bucket . Whent
elevator arrived at her floor they insisted on walking he
her room. She seemed a little unsteady on her feet, a
they were afraid she might not make it down the corridor.
her door they bid her a good evening. As she slipped i
her room she could hear them roaring with laughter as {h
walked back to the elevator. The women brushed herself
she pulled herself together and went downstairs for dif
with her husband.

The next morning flowers were delivered to her room
dozen roses. Attached to each rose was a Crisp one hun
dollar bill. The card said :

“Thanks for the best laugh we've had in year". It w
signed, Eddie Murphy & Michael Jordan.
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THE EVENING FLOWER

SNIGDHA MOHANRAJ
(I BA Sociology)

THE EVENING WAS MILLIFLUOUS
SONOROUS AND WINOROME. The garden
beside the sea was festooned with flowers and
it appeared as only flowers were in the world
and life was as sweet as honey | who just
began my career as a journalist used to visit
the flowers, the lakes even though artificially
built, the singing birds and small butterflies.
The evening hours of my life was totally
sounding vivacious. After the whole day's
journey and work, the sigke which refresh me
was that of the evening sun going silently index
the deep wide waters with the satisfaction
gained, staring at his ever - loving friend, the
charming world without complaining the shells
on the share were smiling at me or they were
waiting for me till the evening. The sea was
expressing its pleasure by the way of the heavy
waves frequently kissing the shore.

The evening was providing my eyes, a
calmness but still... | was feeling disturbed.
Though the beautiful evening was striking my
eyes, itcouldn't really enter my heart. My heart
was burning but | couldn't identify what was
piercing my heart. A sudden flash came upon
my mind that made my eyes wet, my heart beat
faster and my hands fremble. It was that of a
girl, a small red - faced girl with a sweet smile.
That too was a cold evening and at the same
beach resort | was staring at the sea and the
setting sun. It was then that a sweet little girl
came about suddenly and held my hands with
love. | couldn't identify that it would be my
life's most unforfunate moment.

| asked her a lot about her family, her home
and maney other things but for all my questions
she was only nodding. | made out that she
couldn't talk. | held her strong in my arms and
kissed her forehead. Her apple - red checks
ran with tears as she was coming through such
a love for the very first time in her life. Though
my eyes filled with tears, | managed not to cry.
We walked through the shore for some time.
She was playing in the sands while | was
beeying ice creams and toys for her. | could
read from her face that she was enjoying the
touch of water on her base skin. Suddely a
huge move came. What was happening,
couldn't realise but | could hardly see her on
the shore. A great numbers came over me.
When | understood that she had downed. |
sat on the sands quealing aloud, for a long
time for moths. | could see her bofore my eyes
but now / some what forgetting her and / don't
know what power in this world presented me
with her thought. | prayed for the peace of her
soul, the soul of that ‘epheimeral evening
flowers' and continued my conversation with
the sea like darkness over led to world.
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