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ESSAY

JRiroeity Adainst Women

Sophia.B.R.

Shareena banu.C.F,
find BA Socivlogy

@ he problem of women is -a universal
problem. The women in carlier times shared cqual
status with men in many socictics. Later
Industralization and modernization brought discrimi-
nation on the basis of gender. Womens position and
valucs are declining practically in every spherc of life.
The incidents of violcnce against women is an age
old problem, This social pathology required socio-
logical analysis,

Atrocity or violence against women is
catagarized into two - Mentat and Physical tourturing.
The former included verbal abuse, mental tourturing,
fricghtening ete. while the later includes domestic
violence, dowry death, prostitution, rape ctc. Whether
physical or psycological violence against women
nceds to be viewed law and order problem of one
shared not just by an individual or (wo but by the
whole society. What is the rcason for the age-old prob-

lem that threatens (o assume alarming propotion by
the day? Is it due to a general increase in violence in
socicty that also makes women the target? Or is it
because of an increase in backlash against women
who wish to break out of the convential mould a
consiquence of the changing attitude of society.
Domestic viclence

Domestic violence is a phenomenon across
culture, This mainly include battering. murder, ver-
bal abuse and martial violence. Yamin Hazarika men-
tioned that the resent trends in violence aganst wonien
such as incest and increasing martial violence, reveal
that the home is no longer as safer place for the
women- whether the natal home or marital home. The
surmisc being that a women is safer but side her home
than inside violence against womcen appears to sicam
from the patriarchal belief that women arc property,
which men have the right to control and abuse. She
was pressured by her community 1o siay with he
husband however much he abuse her. The unwilling-
ness of the parent to aceept the girl when she com-



plains about harashment of husband and in laws,
motion of dishonour, if she returned to parcential house
etc reason their condition. Oaly recently some
consuousmess emerged among women that this state
of affair is injust.

Alchoholisin is another factor, which makes
the life of women misarable. Most of the killing,
batenng, suicide is reported at homes were their broth-
ers, hushands, fathers are drunkards. Divorce is in-
creasing in recent days. If we analyse the cases re-
ported in family courts, the main reason for divorce
is alchoholism,

Married women are incrcasingly harashed
tourtured, burned and forced 10 commit suicide or
murdered on account of dowry, before betore, during
and afier solcmanzation of marriage. The develop-
ment of consumer culture made women a commod-
ity to be sold, Dowry indirectly reflects that bride is
economically non-productive . And it also show the
superiority of men over women. The Dowry Prohibi-
tion Act ot 1961 legaly bans the practice of dowry.
But it has many defects and loopholes and there by
allows the practice of dowry unbeated. To check this
practice. both men and women must condem on it,
theoriticaly and practicaly.Such a revolution is yet
far away , but it may not he on illusion, if both the
const.luents of society men & women together take
interese against the dowry system along with
egalitarlar social order.

The problem of sex selective abortion is a
problem of conscience. The evergrowing fanticide and
infanticide is denying women the right of equality
anf life on the ground of their gender.

RAPE
Rupe means sexual ercion. 't - an attack
on the subordinate group of men to dishonour women.
The rape rate increased recently because of the ap-
propriate surroundings. Consumer culture, symbol-
izes women as a sexual and plcasure object to satisfy
the lust of man,
several forms of RAPE
i i. Rape within marriage
b. Rape within famity
¢. Rape as caste/ class domination
d. Rape against children, minors & unpro-
lected young woimen
¢. Gang rape during war, political uphevals

as an insttument of fevenye.

f. Custodial rape

g. Stray, Unpredicted rape.

The commercial cinema has played a nega-
tive role by using rape scenes as a tititlating device,
giving like message ol rape as an existing sport. When
a child scc this scenes continously, the inhilition will
reduced in him or her by doing so. Psycological, un-
married girls are more vulurable not having had any
social experince to defent themselves against attack.
Mentaly retarded girls are ulso vulunerable to rape.
Rape of minor girls or single women hy make rela-
tives are very often their tather-in-laws or brother -
in-laws, remain unrcported. It was also noticed that
murricd men than unmarried men arce offenders.

The greater hurdles in dealing RAPE

4). Social attitude towards the victim. That

is woinen subjected to rape is treated as
soiled and hence to be rejected.

b). The legat police procedure

¢. The process of trail where victim is fur-

ther humiltated.

d). Loopholes in the law, it is unchanged over

years,

¢). Attitude of police, judiciary and lawyers.

All this conclude that victim faces rejection
not oppressor. Public interest in rape case is not mo-
tivated by concen for the women victim , but to make
political gain. Analysis of News paper reporting re-
vcals the sensationalising trend where very little at-
tention is paid to the victim point of view.

Kerala is a developed society were literacy
rate is very high and where women enjoy maximum
freedom, litracy & cducation have important role in
musiue o seciety developed but it does not help to
reduce the rape - *~. Recent ly ripe and gang rape in-
creased very much - : Kerala, The consince of
Keralities were started by the incidents like Suriya
Nelly and Thankamani incidents. In Alapuza Harijan
colony kidnapping and group rape were occured in
the last 70's. In Suria Nelly incidents tor 40 days a
fourteen year old school girl {vas held captive and
sexualy abused by more than lourty men. Shockingly
her termentators includes political big wigs, senjor
advocateds, Film - T.V stars and even a college pro-
tessor. "Kerla has become a heaven lor sex rukots”
claims Meenakshi Thampan.



Statistics collected from Crime Record Bu-
reau of Keraka and some official reports

stale year numbcr percentage
increased
Indin Aller 1971 250
rape rate
increased
to
India 1989 9156 .
1993 11242 22 Y increasd
Kerala 1973 44
1983 116
1989 206
1991 203
1992 212
1993 213
1965 457

In Kerala from 1951-61, the atrocity against
women increased to 8%. In whole [India
MadyaPradesh reported the highest rate of rape, that
is 2486. Uttar Prudesh rank second - 1754

Commercial Sex Work

Commercial sex work, the term refers to an
act of scxual profession in which women sclls her
sexual favours Tor the sake of money. The Actof 1956
which dcals with the suppression of immoral traffic
in women & girls says that, A prostitute is a female
who offers her body for the promoscious, sexual in-
ter course for hire, whether in money or in kind. The
prostitute like the rape viclim is the on who bears the
stigma not the customer. Women were completely
made commodity as mere flesh objects, Commercial
scX workers comprise, one such industry where
women are constantly subjected to physical & sexual
violence.

Forms of prostitutes: 1. Hereditary prosti-
tutc 2. Religious prostitute 3, Traditional prostitute
4. Situational prostitute 5. Call-girls or hotel prosti-
tute 6. Prostitute belong to backward,

Major causes for prostitution in India:

The sociul, economical and religious causes
arc 1. Ireatment at home 10 widows & wites 2, Un
employment 3. Poverly or economic inseeurity
4. Helpicss 5. Dowry & polygamy 6. Lack of proper
sex education 7. [llitracy 8. Religious cavse like the
Devadasy systemnn 9. Landless

Many girls arc sold by their own parcnts hus-

bands and in laws to form prostitutes. Asia about ten
lakhs of childrea are prostitute and in India it is esti-
matcd more than 1 lakb naturaly in the begining of
her protession  a prostitute often had to experience
harsh treatment from their pimps & brothel owners.
They faces sustained violence from procused pimps |
brothel owners and anti social elements hangins
arcund in the red light area,

According to the survey conducted by the
Indian Health Organisation, the police and under
world matia gains lakhs of rupees around the brotherd
area each day. The survey reveals, that 29.38% of the
prostitute were below twenty and 50% of women were
of HIV +ve and majority sufter, sexualy transmiited
dcases (STP). There are many incidents which need
the very atlention of the government according to the
Immoral Traffic Act of 1986, brothal owners can be
scntenced to between 7 & 14 years imprisonment for
forcing children into prosttution.

All the laws mecant to increae the status of
wonien are not cifective there are loopholes in the
laws, many laws remain unchanged even alter years.
For example the compensation rate sdll conlinue
amount 500 tor the divorced women. " It is not be-
cause of the lack of laws , but because of the lack of
enforeement, the atrouly against women increases”,
claims Chief Justice Fathima Beevi who was 4 mem-
ber of Human Rights Commission strict enforcement
not only take them away from crime but ensure them
that women must be respected. The idea of 33% res-
ervation for women in legislative bodies is a positive
movement to increase the status of women politicaly
and socialy,

To escape [rom all this atro cities a strong
awarcness programme must be inidaied, There 15 a
sufficient lack of organizations among women them-
sclves all the scavtered organisations must Co-ord-
nate to make the movement more ctfective. The wel-
tarc programnies implemenied by governiment tor the
devetopment of women is in efiective, To change the
prespective of society the media, the public opinion, |
policy makers have an important role (o play.
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Didn't you hnow?

nqlisln is ﬂme most wicle'q spoLen lanquoqe in ﬂle

}\isforq of our planef used in some way |Dq afleast one
oul 0{ every seven human beinqs amunc] H’IE q|ot>e.

Ho” of the wor—'H’s lt>oo|<s are written in En-

q|isl1; Majorifq of inlepnafionol ielephone ca"s are made

in Enqlish. Enq'ish is ﬂ]e Ianquoqe o{ over sixh,j pey-

cenf D[ HIE WOP‘C]’S F(]C]iD PPDCJFC]ITIS.

More ’fhon sevenh; per-'cenf D( inferna’[iono' mai| is writ- -

| fen cmc! aclc‘ressed in Enq‘ish.

More than eiq‘ﬁq pePcent of all compuier‘ text
is sfcmcl in Enqlisl‘u.

| Enqlis!\ has acquired the |arqest vocapularq of

Sl ﬂ\e woplc]’s |anquaqes, as many as two rni”ion words.

; It has qenemfec} one D{ Hle noHesf laodies of literature

i the onno's of the human race.

Noneﬂw'ess, if is now l‘?me to {ace ”\e ‘ocf Hmf

Enqlish is a crazy |onquaqe. In ﬂ\e crazy Enqlish an-

; quage, the HGCL bird hen is bmwn, black lsoar-cls can be

Hue or green, and black berries are green and then red

LQ{DFE il\eq are ripe.

To QCH to the insunihj, there is no butter in
l)u“evmilk, no egqg in eqqplon*, ne grape in grape fruill,
” nei'lher' WOPIms nor woocl in wormwood, neither pine nor
| apple in pineapple, nei”xer peas nor nufs in peanuis,
: and no ham in a hornl:urqer.

i Lan uage is |i|<e H\e air we l)rea”]e. It is invis-
iHe, inescopaue, inc:lispens_oue, and we dee it for
'fquan’led. Put when we take the time, s|ep Eocl(, and

lisfen to ”le sounds Hloi escape {mm ﬂw l\oles in peop‘es

(From the works of Richard Lederor)

[aces oncl explore ﬂle pomdoxes uncl quopies o{ En—
qlish, we {kind fhai |1of cloqs can l)e colci, (Jarﬂl( POOIMS
cane be |if, I'lomework can be done in school, nqu—
mares can ioke ploce in Er-'oucl Aaq liq‘ﬂ, while morning
sianess ancl daq <:|Peaminq can foLe place al nqu, fom-
poqs are qir»ls, midwives can be men, houes- especia”q
hoppq ‘murs cm(J PUS"I Lour)s can Ios| |0nqer’ ”mn sixh’
minufes, quicL sond wor-‘Ls very slow'n;, l)oxinq rings are
square, silvenwope can l)e mode o{ Pl(]bhll oncJ lCJHE
clo“\es of paper, cmcl mosl ‘[e'epl‘lones are cliu”ed Lq l)einq
punchecl or pusi\ecl oncl mosf l}(ﬁhrooms clon’f have any
l’)(ﬁlﬂ'ls in ﬂ\em.

Somefirnes you have to L)@‘ieve Hmf u” Enqlish
speaLer-s shoulcl l)e commi”ecl fo an Osq|um [DP Hw ver-
lm”q insane. In wl‘la} ofl‘ner |anquuqle clo people clpive in
porﬂLwoq Qnd PUFl( ina ch'ive waq? In wlmi DHIBP lan-
guage (Jo people recife at a pluq und plaq at a Feci{el?
In w"ucﬂ O”‘IBF |anquoqe clo pr-ivofes eal in the qenerul
mess cmc! qenemls eatin ’[he pr-ivafe mess? |n whuf oflmp
‘anquaqe cJo men qe”\erﬁnias und women qef lnqsi'epec-
fomies? I w‘m’[ oﬂwer‘ |<.1nquuqe can your nose pun (]HCI

[]DUP l[eef SITIQ”. HDW cana Slil‘l‘l C‘]DHCE (Jﬂ(_l a {(]I Cl\GriCE

be the same, . W‘mf,s going on?’ and < \V‘\ui’s com-
ing off?” be the same, anc] a l)(]Cl licLinq uan a qoocl

licLinq L)e ihe same, while a wise man cln(J wise quy are

opposifes? How can ﬂle weunlep l)e lmf as he” one (Jaq
and coH as lle” Hm nex’f?
th is ”\cﬂ a man \Ni”l |miP on his l\eacl '105

more |’\GiP fhan a man wiﬂ\ Imir-s on his heorJ.

aie
Yy

Contributed by: K.M.Ismail
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ORACLE - 7 THE PREMIER DBS

A data base system (DBS) which you are
familiar with is being intfroduced in a sculptured
form and goes by the name of ORACLE-7 Fa-
miliarity should start with its predecessors mainly
the series oracle 1-6. This latest innovative Data
base system is popular throughout the com-
puter world. Thousands of people delve in to
its benefits. It has now come to in its entirety.

-+ |t is a powerful RDBMS (Relational Data
Base Management System)

"= It is available in different operating Sys-
tem platforms like UNIX, VAX, WINDOWS etc.

> |ts data base functions are based on
the powerful base lcnguoge Sal (Structured
Query Language) ;

"+ The enhanced SQL for ORACLE is known
as PL/SQIL.

= P|/SQL consists of normal SQL commands
~ like creating data base structures, inserting and
deleting data etc. Additionally. it consists of
usual programming language control struc-
tures like if, for etc.

-+ [t has a set of powerful user interface
like developer 2000, designer 2000. This makes
the application more attractive and easy.

= |t is useful for developing different types
of data base applications with less loading and
high proformance.

" [t has a client server application that is if
the data is in one platform (say UNIX) other op-
erating systmes can have access to this data.
Thus it is useful for developing web application
like internet.

=+ |n India most cities have software com-
panies using oracle for developing applica-
tions.

=+ Some Indian companies have multina-
tional like and they develop software in India
and export it it international clients.

= Some sample application of ORACLE-7
are Airline ticketing System, Railway reserva-

tion, System, Telephone Subscribers data base

efc.

The important books available for refering
ORACLE - 7 Systme are

1. Oracle - A beginers Guide by Michael
corey & Michael Abbey

2. Oracle - Developers Guide by David Mc
Clanahan

3. Oracle - DBA hand book by Kevin Loncy
4. Tuning Oracle by

Michal J. Corey, Michael Abbey and Daniel
J. Dechichio Jr.

5. Oracle work ground sever Hand book by
Thomas B cox

6. Oracle Power objects hand book by Bruce
Kolste and David Peterson

7. Oracle back up and Recovery hand book
by Ramavelpuri

8. Oracle the complete reference 3 rd edi-
tion by George koch and Kevin Loncy.
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(\Sn the wake of the Soviet implo-

sion, predictions of lasting peace once again rang
out and a new theory suddenly became fashion-
able. A growing chorus of Western and especially
American intellectuals began to argue that the
shape of tomorrow would essentially be deter-
mined by economic, not military warfare. As early
as 1986, in ‘“The Rise’ of the Trading State’ Ri-
chard Rosecrance of the Centre for International
Relations at the University of California, con-
tended that nations were becoming so economi-
cally interdependent as to lessen their tendency
to fight one another. Trade, not military might,
was now the path to world power. C.Fred
Bergstein, director of the Washington based In-
stitute for International Economics began argu-
ing that military might would decrease in signifi-
cance in a new era of ‘geo-economics’.

We are witnessing the sudden eruption of
a new civilization on the planet, carrying with it
a knowledge-intensive way of creating wealth,
ie, trisecting and transforming the entire global
system today. Everything in that system is now
mutating, from its basic components... to the way
they interrselate.... to the speed of their interac-

tions .... to the interests over which countries con-
tend ... to the kinds of wars that may result and
which need to be prevented.

Emergence of transnational Economics

In the high-tech world, the economic ba-
sis of the nation is sliding out from under it. There,
national markets are becoming less important
than local, regional, and global markets. On the
production side, it becomes nearly impossible to
tell what country a particular car or computer
come from, since its parts and software come
from different sources. The most dynamic sec-
tors of the new economy are not national; they
are either sub-supra or transnational.

While the poor, powerless, and
‘Wannabe’ groups demand ‘Sovereignty’, the
most powerful and economically advanced states
of all are losing theirs. Even the most powerful
governments and their central banks can no longer
control their own currency rates in a world awash
in unregulated tidal waves of electronic money.
They cannot even control their borders as they
might have in the past. Even when they try to
slam the door shut to import or immigrants, the
high-tech states find themselves increasingly pen-
etrated from outside by flows of money, ideol-
ogy, culture, information and the like. Thus, the




old hard edges of the nation-state are eroding.
And a new kind of political entity is emerging,
ie, the ‘soft-edged’ post-national states.

Role of Transnational Associations :

In addition to states, thousands of
transnational associations are springing up like
mushrooms after rain. These transnational asso-
ciations have larger-than national interests and
their own global organisations and agendas.
These NGOs play an increasingly active role in
the management of the world system and include
as a special class, a host of transnational politi-
cal movements as well.

Many of these organisations are highly
sophisticated, armed with computer and faces,
- and enjoy access 1o super computer networks,
satellite transponders, and all the other means of
advanced communications. The transnational

- corporations breed at extremely high speed in our

societies. In short, the old global system built
around a few neatly defined nation state ‘chips’
is replaced by a twenty first century ‘ global com-
puter’ into which thousands and thousands of
extremely varied chips are plugged.

Growing Interdependence :-

The nations of the world are growing
. more inter-dependent. in other words, the high-
 tech countries are drifting towards hyper-connec-
tivity. internally, these countries are going through
. apainful process of economic deconstruction and
. reconstruction. Giant corporations and govern-
ment bureaucracies reorganise, break up or de-
cline in importance. New ones arise to take their
place. Small units of all kinds multiply and form
temporary alliances and consortia, crisscrossing

the society with plug-in plug-out modular
organisations. Market fracture into smaller and
smaller segments as the mass society itself de-
massifies.

As the internal process unfolds, compa-
nies, social and ethnic groups, agencies and in-
stitutions develop a vast number of varied con-
nections with the outside world. The more het-
erogencous they become, the more they travel,
export, import, communicate and exchange in-
formation with the other parts of the world, and
the more joint ventures, strategic alliances, con-
sortia and associations they form across borders,
They move, in short, into the stage of hyper-con-
nectivity.

In conclusion, unlike the agrarian states,
the post nations have no great need for additional
territory. Unlike the industrial states, they have
no need for vast natural resources of their own.
The post-nations, of course, still need energy and
food, but what they also need now is knowledge
convertible into wealth. They need access to, or
control of world data banks and telecommunica-
tions networks. They need markets for intelli-
gence-intensive products and services. They need
protection against piracy of intellectual products.
The diverging needs of the post-nation econo-
mies are reflected in radically different concep-
tions of ‘ national interest’ and which could pro-
duce sharp tensions among the countries in the
years to come.




