
Hostel Night. Pieee

THE tower clock just struck twelve; the mercurylamp resums its duty after a short rest; the watch
man puts off the unwomted verandah lights; the

mess dog plays with its mate in the open air in front
barking at times; the forbidden guest of the estate, the

fox, begins its long laborious howling from some
where near the play ground and Gurkha walks his

midnight round along the hostel road, "fuck," "fuk,"

"fuck".

The queen of the night. spray~ the milk of light
from the dark blue sky and the twinkling stars imitate
the eyes of a coqnette, white the two - storied hoste
building stands majestically like a citadel.

A natural Calm prevails inside the hostel campus.
All the futm-e architects of this country have forgotten

themselves by drinking the wine of slumber The
'voracious reader' and the vivacious 'Youth of Farco­

kabad' are at rest. Neither the "moving statue" the

"class jester is these. All have hurried themselves in
the sweet nice beds and all have fore gotten 'to-day'.

A day will come when aU will be silent for ever - un­
like this. The "rank-holder", ;'the just-pass" and the

"wash out" all wiU get the same post, then. But why
fret about them, if today be sweet? AU the rooms
remain closed. The bed room light feebly emits a
colourful gleam in one or two, probably a trial for
future. The dying "Agarbathi" emits its final smell
in a few. Some snor~ soundly and some roll in the

beds. Some body bl.'gins to remember his favourite

g"mg. "Youth is full of pleasure" even in sleep. The
orchestra of mosquitos has already begun the tune of
"Rock n' Roll" and the multicoloured moths have

begun their strip tease dance in the verandah roofs.

The eyes through which the mind looks in the
world, are closed now leaving the body, the mind

goes out, through closed imagination. Some dream
of their family. One drams of his 'sweet lover' and
other of his bitter 'good bye" and the third of his
"nose cut", and in kindest cut of aIL How many

Romeos and how many Caemrs, how many Shakes·
pea res and how many Einsteins! AU dead temporarily.

The wristwatch is kept on the table at reach~Dg
distance for seeing the time easly in the morning from
the bed. The journals and the periodicals are on the
table; the Will's Packet is there with the match box,

the dirty clothes are heaped in the bhasket and the
bathing towel is dried on the chair. The sound of
the alarm time piece breakes the calmness, to some

extent. Some one coughs in the upstair and somebody
in the cofner opens the door and walks slowly towards

the toilet room in half sleep. How dull is the figure
and house lonely he goes!

The wash basins and bath rooms are empty. The

leaking taps make a very little noise. Nothing else!

And, it were evening? How many will be shaving,
how many will be thinning their moustaches and how

many will he preparing themselves to become an
attention getter. All the bath rooms will he engaged

and all of them will he singing messily. How many
kinds of laughtes and discussions! all gone now!

The mouth through which so many song~, so

many wits and so many philosophic words came out
is c umb now. The heart stealing Rosy smile which
bring the ~uceptibles near and the observers dear is no
longer there.

Like a water drop in the morning Rose, youth

forgets this world and lies on the honey - seseting lap

of the night guest, the sleep. The sea water may suh­
merge the land, but sleep 'will be there. How much

man kind owes to this magic of sleep!

The may flower trees in the front gently mone in

the wind, the water in the near by river glitters in the
moonlight; a young calf calls to her mother in the
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cowshed; the ,-,wi cries from some nearby tree and the

cunning cat overturns the vessels in the mess in search
of foed or milk.

Nothing more! No one and nothing! Silence

embraus emptiness! let me no longer waste the night

My beloved bed calls me and the wine too is ready.

" when the shadow fall

Drink deep and seal thypassion with a kiss; Until

to-morrow you need not recall, that there is any other
world than this'" Yes, IwiU not recall. How sweet
is the life of )outh in the Hostel, at night too! 0



A Roll of Honour

ITis not given to many to have the previlege ofserving an institution for more than three decades

and be able to leave it with nothing but pleasant
memories and associations all around, Yet to this

small group of men belong some of our eminent
Professors, who joined the College around 1950,
witnessed its small beginni,rgs, lived through ils pains
and pleasures and formerly took leave of us during
}982-83.

PROF. V. MUHAMED SAHIB, M. A., joined the
service of the College as Lecturer in Arabic on
12-8-}948; in fact he was here before the College
commenced work formally. On 24-11-1964 he was

promoted to professorship; and on 2-9-1967, on the
introduction of M. A. Course, he became First Grade
Professor. Prof. Muhamed took up duties as Principal
on 6-9-1979. He retired from service on 31-3-1983.

It may be said of Prof. V M that he hait run the
entire gamut of academic and administrative exper­
ience. The formal positions held by him were many.
He served as a Member of the Farook College Mana­

ging Committee, and as the Correspondent of the

College; as the Chairman of the University Goard of
Studies in Arabic; as the Secretary of the College
Council; as the Vice President of the College Union,

und in various capacities in other several other acade­
mic year.

Above all these, however, Prof. YM left his mark.
as a day scholar, an exemplary teacher, a respected
theologian, and a social worker. A lovable person
with great qualities, he has been the very model of cllm
strength and wisdom that shines through humility.

.t::: . ----- .. ---

PROF. 1'. V. BEERAN SAHIB, M. A., M. Sc., was

always at the service of the College whenever the need
arose. When the institution was looking for a man
of calibre to head of its Mathematics Department
Beeran Sahib left his five year long service of Govt.
Brennen College and joined Farook College as Profes­
sor of Mathematics on 14-7- j 951. On the introduc­

tion of M. Sc. Course he was promoted on 1-6-1964
as First Grade ProfessQr. From 1955 to 1957, at a

crucial time, Prof. Beeran was prevailed upon to per­
form the duties of Principal as Professor-ill-Charge.
He was the Correspondent of Farook COllf ge for:l.
few years from 1956. Prof. Beeran Sa hib retired from
service on superannuation on 9-11-1982.

Prof. Beeran was a very dynamic person, a rare
combination of scholarship, dedication and relentless
industry. A mathematician par excellence, he built
up the Mathematics Department with great compet­
ence, and it produced great results. He did a great
deal for the development of the Cvllege Library. He
served also as .a Member of the 1- arook College



Managng Commictee. Whenever he worked he stooqi
out with hi" sharpness of vision. his sense of purpose.
his commitment to principles, all of whIch combined
to lend him an aura aho of strong wilL

._.
CI

PROF. K. A. ALIKUNJI. M. A., joined the servil

on 15-7-1953 a,~ Tutor in Arabic. Except for a

interval between 1958 and 1960. when he worked I
Lecturer in Arabic at HKRH College UthamapalayaJ
he has been serving this institution ever since. He Wi

rl'omoted on 5·8·1975 as Professor, and on 6·9-19791
First Grade Professor, and Headof the D<'partment l
Arabic. Prof. Alikunji retiree on 31-3-1983.

THf [DITORS

During his career Prof. Alikunji was part ar

parcel of all worthwhile activities in the College. .!-'

was a good. organizer. Always giving of his bel
Alikunhi Sahib is ever irrepressibly energetic. )

N.C.C (Navy) OfCicer and in manifold areas of soci
work his services have been bountiful aswell i

meritorious.

In the history of every institution, there comes
time when it chews the cud, as it were, and allows i

spirit to wander back in time. .Then, almost inadve
tently it takes a roll call of hOllour of men who bui
up frolll m )re scratch.s the great institution .. C
such occa:;iollc;, whose memory should come rushir
to our mind, but of this galaxy of early stars on tl
hiliock ! ~

A profound scholar, gifted writer and reputed
criti::, Prof. A. P. P. 's g~nius crossed the bound of the
campus. He served as EJitor of the College Annu d
for many yean, and was closely a~sociated with several
teachers' and students' activities. His mature wisdom,

sobriety, discretion and seme of propriety made him
as much valuable as endearing. ~~---_.-------------------- -----------------------

PROl". A. P. P. NAVlBODDIRI, M. A., B O. L.. is
another veteraa wh) has left us. He en!~red th~

ierl'i..:c of the College a, Tutor in Malayalam on
14· 7- I ()51 and ~V,lS promoted as Lecturer on 1.8· I952
and a., Prof ~ssor on 1-4-1970, With his great literary
talents he rendered invaluahle service as a great
academician and teacher. He was Head of the Depart-­
m~nt of MalayaLvn sin.:e 1-6-1973. Prof. A.P.P left

the college on 21·12-1932 when he ,was deputed as
Principal of v: T. Bhattathirip:1d College Srikrishna­
pJram
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IThas become one of those doubtless cliches tbat higher education in our country isin a bad way. Ever since Independence, our national policy in education has been subject

to changes and modifications, and experiments of all imaginable kinds. Various commis­

sions, expert committees and study-groups, both at national and state levels, have probed into

the question and made invaluable recommendations and suggestions aimed at improvement.

But unfortunately enough, things do not seem to be moving just in the right way, and every­

thing appears to be at a stand still. Our readers mighty, therefore. wonder why we chose

such a familiar topic for a symposium of this kind. Why this flogging of the dead horse '!
Well, our answer is simple; those who worked in the kitchen cannot complain of heat. Those

of us, who have bet-n working in the educational kitchen for years now, cannot run away

from the dust and heat of the educationol muddle today. The cboice before us is not what

is the best and the ideal that ought to be done, but, what can best be done, in the present

circumstances. It was in this spirit that we approached this subject of higher education in

our country. We thought it advisable to invite from people, some of whom had spent a life

time on education in various capacities, their reactions to tbe present situation. Our questions

and their responses are reproduced below for our readers to ponder over:

QUESTION 1: In the present educational and
administratil'e set-up in the State, do you t, irk
our educational institutions me able to attain

their edu-ational and cultural objectires ?

QUESTION 2: In the wake of the .'o;lufl System
do you think that sta, dards of education at
College lpve! are going down? What sugges­
tions would you offer to improve the present
situation?
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We are producing students, who have inadequate

comprehension of English, who do not have suf­
ficient knowledge of Malayalam and are unable
to converse in Hindi •..

OUR problem is to examine whether highereducational institutions' have achieved their
objectives. If they have not. what are the remedies?

In a state like Kerala, where education had

already taken deep root even before independence.
there has been proliferation of educational institutions,
thereby diluting the standards. The increase in the
numbers of those attempting higher education
is mainly due to lack of employment to those who
pass the S.S.L.C Examination. Everyone gets into a
college because he has nothing else to do but continues
his education whether he likes it or not, whether he is
likely to make the grade or not. At the same time
the percentages of pa,ses are increased through mod­
eration, due to external pressure.

This situation can only be saved with employment
opportunities through industrialisation and diversifi­
cation of education to technical training with job
opportunities available, asthey pass the S.S.l.C exam­
ination. However, this is a subject to be considered
separately.

Our language policy and system of examinations
contribute considerably to the lowering of standard of
higher education We have very rightly implimented
the three language formula, and introduced the mother
tongue as the m~dium of instruction up to the S.S.L.C.
standard. But the combined minimum at the S.S.L.c.
examination. for all the three languages has the un­
fortunate effect of the students not being competent
in any of the three languages. We are producing
students, who have inadequate comprehension of
English,' who do not have sufficient knowledge of
Malayalam and are unable to converse in Hindi.

We have to have separaL: minimum for all the
three languages as well .as for all the other subjects.
In the British days both English and Malayalam were
given equal importance and minimum marks had to be

obtajned in both at the 8.8.L.C.examination as w~ll'
as the intermediate examination. This was applicable
to all subjects. It is worth considering whether ll'.
higher minimum marks in English atthe S.S.L.C. could,
be insisted on for joining colleges. A lower minimum.
may be considered sufficient for employment to which
8.S. L.C. pass may be the qualIfication:

Another idea could also be considered to improve
the situation. All catldidates who have achieved a.
bare minimum in all the subjects and in the total, could,
be declared as having completed their S.S.L C. course:
and would be eligible for employment for whic
S.S.L.C. is the minimum qualification. Separate mini­
mUm marks should be decided for admission to Uni"
versity or technical institutions and for particular jobs.
Today the Public Service Commission does not indicate'
requirement of any percentage of marks or class for.
any appointment except of teachers in Colleges. TherlS;
is not even preference to candidates with higher classes'
The result is that there is no incentive for obtainin :,
hi&her class and marks at the University Examina·!
tion.

So long as English is medium of instruction a.,
the higher education level, English should be taugh'
properly by experts at the school level. By nM givin
sufficient importance to the study and scientific teach
ing of English at the school level we are denying th
student the opportunity of properly comprehending a
that are being taught in the College. There has been.
case of a student obtaining a first class while scori
only 2 marks in English. He will also join a colles
and one can imagine his level of comprehension
any sut'ject taught in English. The student canLOt
blamed. The fault ig entirely in our system.

A well thought out reform in our examinatio.
sYstem s~<,uld be considered. A committe consistio

of experienced teachers and thinkers may be constit
ted to go into all aspects of examination. Comments 0
the English question papers by a Prosessor of Englis
of Farook College were an eye opener. Could studen
be allowed to use text books at the examination i
certain ~ubjects? Can central valuation be improve
Should there be essay type answers? All these a
many more questions have to be answered.

Now to the worst aspect of our education syste
Private colleges that take money for appointment
teachers and adm ssion of students, are not in the Ie
helping th~ cause of education or that of our futu
generations. The best candidates do not often
selected as teachers, as they cannot pay the hea
amount required. Giving communal preference in se .
ctipg teachers even though better qualified candida'



',0( ether communities may be available is also aff~cting
',the qualitv or education. However much the socio­

communal organisations may be trying to help their
own community, they are not helping their future
generations by denyiny the service of first rate teachers
to their students in order to give employment to second
rate teachers of their own community. For the sake
or one man of their community, they are harming the
future of a large number of students and the cause of
education in general. This is really short sighted polie),
selling teachership, and admissions to the highest

. bidders are nothing short of prostitution of education.

Parallel Colleges have come up as Arts studenh
have been allowed to appear privately. Those who do
not g~t aQmh~iJn in regular colleges due to low marks
tike admission in Parallel College. which have tutorial
wings al>o. With no union activities to reduce the
number of working days. these institutions are also
the refuge of those who are likely to miss their classes
in their colleges. Those that have la boratories are the
haven for science students wh') find it difficult to get
the practical in r, gu lar colleges. Attendence does not
seem to be a problem with Parallel Colleges. Students
who are on shift system in regular colleges could be
~een attending tutorial classes of Paralic I Colleges in
addition Whatever the LLsefulne<;sof these new types
of institutions, the quality of education is beipg syste­
matically diluted and eroded.

Can Open Universities be the answer in Kerala?'
Hundreds of P,l1'allel Colleges will of course come up
and education will become a busine~s. But is it not
a business ev n now in m'lny cases'! Whether Open
Universities with a well planned and thougtH out
exarllination sy~tem will be the solution to all our
problem, is a matter for consideration This should
be plac~d hefore an expert committee who should g)
into this important splFre ~ans politics. sans relig:ous
caste or communal considerations. There should he
open discussiom on this question after giving full
'details of the functions of an Open Univasity and
stud)ng th~ problems of such Univer,ities eJ cwhere.

CHITRAN NA'fBllDIRJPAD

I feel th ••t thele is nothing wrong in education ••l

and administrative set up; what is wrong is the

altitude and Approach of a section of our leader­

ship to their youth.

I The first question you have p"sed is whelher in the
present educational a·,d administrative set-up in the
State our educational institutions could achieve their

educational and cullural objectives. In the rapidly

changing times the objectives of higher educltion [lre
undergoing profound changes. The traditiC'llal fUll'
l:lions of teaching and imparttng knowkdge a t' 110

longer the only functions of colkgc eJucatic 11. A
rnuderu university education should aim at seeking and
eultivating new knowledge, helping the youth to dew­
lap their full potential, stflving to promote equality
and social justice by reducing social and cultural
differences and providing society vvith men and women
trained in science and t.:dlllOlogy.

If there are the broad educational and cultural
obj ~ctives of our educational institutions, the questic,n
ari;es whether the present set-t;p is good em\t gh to
pchieve them. A frer attainment of independenc there
has been a rapid expansion in the field of higher
education. There are a"cut I(JO universities in the
country and over l50J affiliated colleges. There are
many pulls and forc~s operating in Ulr national life.
The field of higher education is dominate d even to-c'av
by antiquated ideas. 1here are. bc~ides administrative
bottlenecks. In many of our colleges most of the
teachets teach mechan.jcally. ') he intt/knual level
is, by and large low. The students have little intell­
ectual background and are ill-prepared at the second­
arv level Thev face financial worries making
co'ncentration on -academic work dif, iCIl!t. To ClOWn

them all the political parties in the state are not
helpful in preserving what can be termecl as 'academic
peace.'

All these factors contribute to make the situation
in the educational institutions really difficult. The
eJucationa! and administrative set up is suund. The
d~mocratic fun.:tioning of the universities and the
infra ,tcucture are broadly favourable for the achieve­
ment of the objectives. The State administration by
tself has rarely exceeded the limits of judicious iRter-

ference in university and college administration.

But the political parties in our state and to a lesser
extent in the whole I1f the country have failed to
educate their young cadres to I>trive -for detached but
passionate intellectuI and easthetic achievements. They
have failed to realise that, unless our youth are encour­
aged in the pursuit of excellence. our democratic social
order will be prejudicially affected.

I feel that there is nothing wrong in our educational
and administrative set-up; what is wrong is the attitude
an~: approach of a section of our leadership to their
youth.

II The second question that has t)een raised is
whether standards of education at college level are
going down as a result of the introduction of shift
system and consequent problems. There has been a
national hue and cry that our academic standards are
falling. The critics are not clear in which areas thi~
deteriuration has occured; is it in the ~tudy of langu­
ages and huminities. or is it in the field of science.
To me it appears that the criticism of a steep fall in
standards is unfounded For one thing no attempt
has been made either at the national or at the stale
level to measure standards of the present day students
with those of the twenties or folties. Standard of
English might have gone down for very obvious reasons,
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3 uo 0\2J>l06TUow 1O'TOl161cro0 (lrn)s1<lU.Oom amn1 m'IJ cru III130m:

,'>1m0 (lJ'l ofht]6ffi611O'TOl~ L\im 1cfu (lJ m'lJro,ro1 cOOcfu.

4 m)0,\\nD~(lJ60 lDo(~1Il1l1cfu(lJ6. ~rmL'lCl2!(lJ6C1l0Cl2!

ru~}ro~.a, .

but stane1;:w\;; in the regional language and in the
different faculties of science h we been generally going
up. There has been. of late a closer linkage between
what is taught at college and the community life. The
increase in the number of literary journals and conse­
quent wider reading, the common u<;e of the radio and
in some places the T V., the utilisation of a wide range
of electrical home appliances are a: few of the factors
linking instructional knowledge with practical life of
our youth. The introduction of shift system has had
no appreciable impact on our standards.

But I am of strong Clpinion that the content and
quality of the pre<;ent college education are inadequate
for our present needs and future requirements Our
standards certainly compare unfavourably with the
standards in educationally advanced countries and the
gap is widening fast. Therefore there is a poignant
need to improve the standards at our college level.

It would be really difficult to suggest positive
measures for achieving the above objective. Mention
has been made in answer to the fint question that the
political leadership in the cot:nlry has woefully yet to
realize the importam:e of investment cf resources in
this field. A constant ndeavour she uld be made to

educate them on this aspect. Secondly university
education sh('uld be recognised as one leading to the
degree and post graduate and research studies. in 01!1'

set-up now our Colleges are burdened with a sector of
educution which is essentially a part of secondary edu­
cation. The predegree classes should be separated
from the colleges and added on to toe secondary sch­
ools. This will have an immediate and brightening
effect in degree and pmt-graduate education in the
colleges. A third suggestion is to involve the teach­
ing community in the preparat;on and curriculam as
well as the selection of text books. A nd lastly Iwould
suggel>t that studenb should he strongly disuaded from
the enormous use of guides anc note!!; This could be
done only if the teaching community realizes its key
role in the system. .
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a~~dh§16)fe.J «l)'1<fl6l(lJ)1ffi<fl6ldh§lro'1l mlm)60 0l,i)'30@<fl6l (l)dh'U611J

500. 6l61nDtffi Do n(j)gmroJIDl p..Jw1 ,fu!lJ~~ 6ldhO~v ruEJ1 C'Oj

(U)lffi<fl6lo <lUr1lliro§cu6. gl611s0ru1 ~. Q;OI) nJ1 fl...l 6l11l-ed6'(J)3~0
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~IUC\lJ1 CLl!9,1$onim1au <lU()30CS. dh 'S'oJ(l)OTl(())'ro?> "(j)m1<fl<t,
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ClJ 1B00Il:00<nJ 0 m(fnU 6l0YjOl1JJ iJI (i3T<)I~.).1(T\)Jl::JCll!1 lIJ::n1C1lJl

m1~CQJo6TT)U. cu1(3.)6)CIlJo\l'1~~ rtmlrsrlo<nJo: rLJe-JQitl0'jo ffiT<?>I!:O

<nJdh(O(j)O(l)J rtml@00<nJo. !ill"l rtml(';00(T\)(QJ~,sm=1(lno(l)J1 roO"%l0

6'>i03CLlOSU dhJ(j()U @nJ8-lClJO<fl6l<Tm. CLle.J(Ol61ScqJ. <nJalCll!Cl.Jo n.10

\l'O<fl6lCTTJ" raTO)'ilJ0 63r1l"J Cl,)S<fl6lv ffiS<f}f)),:.,':]col <l:uoowm (Cas t
Benefit Analysis) mSiaTmOroJID®u61dhClffi$ IIJom<nJl<fl,<nJillIlffiCj'
~S061«l) c6,\I'"1~(lll) .

ru1 B.)Jrs00<nJ elJl .Q..Jd.J::I6TT)Cl:lJorOn~J E'.J rLJ.C11rill U dh::Jro60T3~ 0
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woroillIl1dh. cruIBO.oJOCO, ffiYcljrmlJ'1CQJll4eJ06m3'Oo <l:ms161~::J$

..etlO'nCll',1am ~0Tl® ru1B,Pfil00cruCU'fO)161000 <l:m§lL()6TT)v mOeJo

,lIlCllJlOl®v.
:1<";';

i mro:'lD1 e.11(l)JOO" 6l-'l.JWl <l:dhO<l:§~dh§1.~ <l:dhO\l'°OlJdhCo @

"~~on®161m <J;jrnm1romll11 <l:dh(l)§ cruroQ,jdheJOUOOe.Jc:qI<l'0c))J1

. 61lJCTW61it:l~ fLI\@CU'fO)1am ruCTn ('LJOroCU'fO)dh'Oo mOeJoQ'61CU'fO) C!".I0

80llJlOl10ll>rmmroQ)::Jru,!,aY'l1 a~? Gidh::>Gi§~1 ro?> (QJ<l:ruuomo dh 1 :poo

'~§1 c)61dh~e-J161dhO$~6TT)0, Ci~Je.J1 dh1§ooO rtmlauWpn..JdhoO·

"6'l61l8>~eJ1 6ldhO'J&til6TT)o, <l:JtoO\l"<lUv @56m31dh1'30oO cruro9.jdh

eJOUl)OE'..JO,me.JCU'fO)')f'J 0 - (J)ruCiafu6TT!lv ,me.JCU'fO)1e..J. mC036161dh&;l

eJ1 6ldhO$~6TT)o, ffiT~@ dh<;>l617\TO.l6l(QJOnDn1:J6TT)ilI?l <l:dhoC:§l"l1ro?>
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..1' tWOffi))O.l6dh61CQJOTl e.J<fl.Jj01lO<l:6TT)O? m1Il:l;)61s 6l\Q::J0nDn1:J610;lJD
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6llire061c&6) @WrOOTl ru1ri:0(J)<f}f,)J:7> lLO\@Ci<ll <l:dhO';§l"ll(iJ) <l:.lJcTril

,.,~. s(l)1([3ClJ1I!lOJ10 ',)dh::J';,roJID'j,OlCTn m1r&,«l)1 nJleJru\l'1,gd" lllJ
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~lIlO,"'EiTllo. ~<IlJ1(1)0 QJ1B.'loro®D1dhg}lro'& <£l>rulw06'l!Ol
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C:iIIllGmv rm6lrrn 6l.nJ~6ldhO$caerrro.

coam:> c;('lT). ~rocae. iQ;j(1)°mil'!iU, ~m1Cl:lJ® iQ;jnJ(Oflml)mlOlll300

6lcmroGl6lIDlll$R::Jv, cmllw1dhom. Gmsl6)CQJ$dMlfdO iQ;j(1)vm6ClT3~OllilG
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HOW SHARP ARE YOU?

Here is a quiz with a difference. All the answers

lire very simple, but they will show how simple, you are
too; if you answe: them too quickly.

QUESTIONS:

1. How many birthdays does a person have?

2. Some months have 31 days; some have 30 days;
how many of them have 28 days?

3. Take two apples from three apples. How manydo you have?

4. If you had only one match and walked into a dark

room in which there were a candle, an oil lamp
and a stove, which would you light first?·

5. How far can a dog run into a wood?

6. Haw many lines are thereon one side of a gramo­phone record?

7. A butcher is 6 feet 3 inches tall. What does he
weigh?

8. What will you get from a box-office?

9. what was the Presidents' name in ) 980?

10. A Shepherd drove ten sheep with a dog. How
man)' feet were on the ground?

ANSWERS

1. Only one; the re t of them are all annivarsaries.

2. All of them. Every month has atleast 28 days.

3. You have 2 apples (Bet you said one, but you were
not asked how many you have left)

4 You would have light to the match first.

5. One half way. After that the dog is running out
of the woods.

6 A ~ingle line (which is going round and round)
7. Meat, of Course.
8. Tickets.

9. If you said Neelam Sanjeev Reddy you are wrong
It was Zail Singh, same as it is now (our presiednt
handn't changed his name.)

10. Just two feet, the shepherd,s. Sheep have hooves
and the dog has paws.

If you did not do very well in this silly dilly quiz
don't think yourself too silly. Try it on your'

fiTends and) au will probably find that they
do not do b~tter than you did. Then you WOIl't
feel so silly.

P. MOHAMMED 1 'IZAR
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PROF. A. K. ABDUL~IAJEED

Born on 4-6·1929, Prof. Majeed was almost 54 at
the time of his demise: joined Farook College as
Demonstrator in Physics, 1951; promoted as Additional

Lecturer in Physics, 195~; went on study leave for
M. Sc. Course, Aligarh Muslim University, 1955·57;
promoted as Professor Grade II, 1970; as Head of
the Dept. of Physics, 1975 ; as Professor Grade J 1979;
expired on 27-5-1983, of heart failure, at TrichUl:; Prof.
Majeed had 30 years, service at Farook Col1ege; he
was to have retired in June 1984.

Gentleness filled Prof. Majeed full, and poured
out like a soft silken garb. It as much adorned him
as was part of his nature. light of tread and soft­
spoken, h~ c'ould never be seen haroh or angry. Prof.
Majeed was part of his surroundings; he mixed easily

. with them. So much so, indeed, that this demise can

never be fully believed by us.

He mingled freely with people. Always cheerful,
a man of regular habits and systematic work, Prof.
Majeed predictably .set the new post-graduate depart.
ment of physics on a finn footing. He was the very
model of dutifulness. As the Treasurer of the Rauza­

tabad Islamic Study Circle, Prof. AKA Majeed had
been so thoroughly to all the demands of that capacity
that his sudden absence strikes his associates like a
blindness.

like one's own h-;-art that is u~noticed but very
much there, Prof. Majeed became one with his ac·
quaintances. Because he was so unobtrusive. And so

gentle. . *'

PROF BABU PAVL

Born 30-6-1938; Took M. A. in English from

University of Kerala, 1962; Served as Lecturer and
Head of the Dept. of English at Mar Athanasius

College, of Engineering, Kothamangalam, 12-8-62 t~
1-7-1)5; Joined Falook College as Lecturer in English,
26-7·'65; Took M. Phil. on deputation, 1977-78 in
First Class, First Rank from University of Calicut ;
Promoted professor Grade 11, ':,-9-77; Entered on long
leave to take teaching assignment at Nigeria, 1-12-1979'
Leave was to expire on 31·5·1983; Passed away while
returning, 15-41983 - Age 44 years, 9 months; Sur·

\ivc:d by mother, wife and a son.

For Prof. Babu Paul it was the journey's end: the
final return. It was more than three years since that
great teacher left for Nigeria; he was to have rejoined
OUf English Department on 1st June. His demise took

away t('acher without an equal, a discerning lover of
literature, a good friend, and a lovable man. There
was much greater potential in Babu than was ever
utilized. Those promises could not blossom before
the great magician -- teacher laid down his mantle.

As the generation of leaves, they say, so is that of
men, Prof. Babu Paul is no more. A life-time of
great teaching, playing, acting, fun and frolic, has
suddenly come to an end. In this d,"rk hour, our
hearts go out to the members of the bereaved family.

We share their sorrow which is too deep for tears. '*
- THE EDITORS



vincing arguments in the form of the noblest preepts

brought to life by proetice.

It is true that the Prophet and his followers took

up the sword; but it was for self-defence and not for
religious propogation. While the prophet was in Mecca,
he as will as his followers were so persecuted that

they had to flee from their home town to Madina.
The people of Madina were considerate; they saw the
greatnen of the ideology preached by the prophet and
they welcomed him. they honoured him, l.wed him
and made hi en their leader His enemies in Mecca

beca'l1e apprehensivE', and they wanted to wipe out the·
early muslims from the face of the earth.. They had
a big compaign for this purpose. This time the prophet
and his followers. instead of running away to a more

distant city, decided to meet them. They were only one
third the enemy in number. But their faith that god

is with them helped them to seore a rragnificent vict­
ory over the aggnessors, which would be remembered
by all the lovers of truth until the end of the world.
That Battle at Badal' was the sight between Truth and
false hood and Truth had won. Since then muslims

had to sight for defending their life and faith.

The most noteworlhy of all these episodic events

took olace seven years later 'Bldrs' when the prophe
and his followers marched intI) their native city mecca

triumphantly without blood she<'; because the meeca
had breached a former treaty with him. How the peopl
of mecca feared that the prophet would settle old scor
for the atrocities that had been inflicted upon him an
his f.lllowers. But to the surprise of all the great Pr

phet torgare aiL He also declared that neither he n
his fellowers would take back their own houses th

had been wrongly occupied by enemies. History fai'

to present another such instance of general pardon f
all enemies. 1here is no parallel to tne generous a
mereiful treatment accorded to a conquered nation

oppressers. When the oppressed became conqueror
Yet Franci's Baron Says' Mohomet' adopted 'Saong"
onary pers( cutions to force conseienees' The H
Qur-an explicitly proclaims "There is no compulsio
in veligion: Truth stands out clear from error".

It goes without saying that I lam is a religion tb,
stands for universal brother head and eternal pea .
Muslims strongly believe that an human beirgs are t

prog~ny of Adam and Eue and born not as sinners
as pure and free beings. The prophet preached and
cLsed equality amor.g all human beings irrespective,

MQIDU K. K. II M. A. English
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This 'charge' if it is not imlentionally designed to
malign and degrade the prophet, ts made due to igno­
rance of Islamic teachings, the life of the prophet and
political conditions, f the Hen Arab society. A glil1lp~e
of the marvellous life history of the venerable prcph<. t
of Islam retutes this baselers accui\atioll.

Prophet Mohammed ~peace be on him) app{ are d
in the deserts of Arabia with his mission at a time

known in history as "The Age of Parknes". The imme­
diate ta~k before him was to civilize a qiarrelscme,
blood thirsty trib~ through islamic teachings. 1h, ir

moral standard had deteriorated even to the level Of
burying their f. male ehild alive Though the Prophet
was rej :cted and persecuted in th~ early phases ( f his
venture, soon could win a cansiderable numbt:r of

people to the faith of islam Within an amazingly short
p~riod,n the history of the world he could mould the
best civilization the w<rid had" itnessed.

Th,~ was achieved not with tl1<:sharp edges of the
sword a~ RlC0n wro.e. but b) the sharp.:r edgss of con-

Putting the Records Straight

Some writers, it would seem, take great pleasure inmisrepresenting eminent men and their deeds in
their writing,. The glories of I,lam and the towering
personality of its last propbet are blackened and be
littled by some of the well known English writers; fore­
most among them is Francis Bacon.

In one of his essays enlitled 'On Unity of Relig­
ion' Bacon tries to prcpagate the 'cliche' that Islam is
spread thruugh out the world by war and blood·_hed.
Whrle discussing the meam to presmre unity he writes
"But we may not take up the third sword which is

Mohomed's sword or like one to it that in to propa­
gate religion by wars, or by sanguinary persecutions to
force conscience"



'e.aste, country or colour. He said: "The best among you
are these who have the most exellent of morals' this

sounds the death knell to all notions of superiority
based on cast system or heriditary distinction it is a
fact that all these noble ideals acted as under currents

for the later Renaissance and reformation in Europe
and even fired the French revolution Roussean's

famous slogan "man is born free but every where he
is in claims" is the mere duplication of caliph umer's
(Prophet's dearest deciple) words "All are born
treemen then why are you trying to keep them as
slaves?"

Knowing that it is a hard task to deal with the

various facets "f the prophets marveIlous personality
I only quote prof. Krishna Ran who puts it succinctly
in his enlightning book 'prophet Mohammed;' "The
personality of prophet Mohammed! To understand it

flllly is impossible! I could find out only a glimpse of
it Howmany wonderful facet! How dramatic!
Mohommed the commander! the soldier! the ruler! the

deplomat! He was indeed a great hero who had shone
in all these fields".

Yet Francis Bacon, again tries to debase the Pro­

phet's character in another of his essay entitled On
Boldness'; he depicts the prophet in this essay as ill
beper of promise and compares him to quack doctors
and caIlous poliliom who promi ing miracles remain
unabashed when they fail to perform them. Bacon
narrater an utterly fals story about the prophet as
calIing a hil! to come near him and when failed in this
went to the hiIl saying "If the hill \\ ill not come to
Mohamet Mohamet will go to the hill".

This 'famous' quotation acquired wider currency
and almost became an every day phrase to denote an
an unfaithful promise and shameless caIlousness after

failing to perform it. Thus Bacon cunningly directs
his barbed SuIlies against the noble Prophet of Islam
whenever he gets a chance and laughs at his expense.

But history has recorded in golden letters that

Prophet Mohammed (Peace be on him) long before
he got his Prophethood. had been given the soubri­
qud 'AI-Ameen', 'the trust worthy' by the people
of Mecca. He got this title because of his spotless
€haracter, Outstanding honesty and provertial truth
fulness.

Many of the modern writers also fullowed Bacon's
example in misrepresenting Muslims. In 'Murder in
the Cathedral', a modern drama by T. S. Eliot, one
comes across lines like:

Go seek 'alliance with (he heathen saracen,
To share his filthy rites, and try to snatch
forgetfulness in his libidnous courts ....

Though Eliot can escape by saying that these
lines are uttered by a pr .judiced priest, a character

in the drama. the idea propagated by this Christian
Chauvanist surpasses the slander of Bacon against
Islam. Even the editor Nevil C0ghin" irr his edition
of 'Murder in thc Cathedral' writes: the priest may
be excused for not knowing very much about the
religion of Islam, which has no filthy rites, and is
indeed an asectic, worrier relig:ous, and shares the
old testment scriptures with Christianity, Saraceris

were followers of Prophet, and were forbiden wine.
Libidinous Courts is therefcre another gIander on
them."

Infact Islam is the only religion that opposed idol
worship and filthy r:tes. It is strictly a religion of
faith in one God. But some Christians were ready to

believe and propogate all kinds of fal'le stories about
Islam which abolished 'libidinour courts' by prohi­

biting a coholism and prostituti, n. The idea of creat­
ing an ideal Commonwealth is seen in Plato's Republic

and in the minds of many other great thinkers. But

only Prophet Mohammed (peace on him) could esta­
blish a real state that was not utopian. Papacy was
an uttre failure that could not reconcile religion

human nature and reason. Indeed the very cities that
produced greater number of Monks were the same
cities that fostered most flagrent prostitution the
clandeshine perfidy of the ecclesi arts was a known

secret. Prof. Dover Wilson says shakespeare uses the
word 'nunnery' in Hamlet as a cant term for a house
of ill fame. With all these filth and debanchery on
their side the westerness blame Islam as 'filthy' and
its aseetic court libidinous.

Amidst all these out rageous misrepresentations of
Islam and its noble Prophet, there are, of course, some
silverlinings of fair estimations by impartial and un­

prejudiced western writers. Bernard Shaw was one
among them. According to Shaw Prophet Mohammed
is Pope and Caesar at the same time without their

pride and Pomp; without the Pope's claims and autho­
rity and Caesar's throne and secpture. Shaw was very
much influenced by Prophets noble leadings and simple
life, Royster Pike, gives a rather fair estimation of
Holy Quran in 'Hundred Great Books'. Again Martin

Luther was scolded by an angry Bishop as Moham­

madan dog' because that great man was very much
influenced by the Prophet's noble teachings. And I

conclude with the warps of Plagnt somerset Fry who
in his exellent work 'Hundred great lives' laments "It

would be a grnt mistake to under estimate the Im­

portance of Mohammad in the world history". 0



r he Train Journey

The trees that are close to me run farter;
I am pressing the round earth ioto a sheet.
The sun comes with me.
These parallel lines meet very often.

The telephone posts the distance, the ugly cottages,
the catlle-spotted fields and an old pilgrim in ver­

mition bent with age are all parts of one moving
picture. The shepherd under the tree with his
flocks is from the past
Th~ flue at the edge of the horizon threatins him
with huge scowling demo us of black smoke.
How long can he sit under the tree?
How long can I relax here on my berth?

Noon, evening, night:
the journey is long,
Eating, drinking, joking:
the journey is short.

A beggar-woman with a kid is singing
a melancholy song in front of me:
I feel in my pocket
for a handkerechief .. and a few coins ­
the best I can do'

This is a sad journey.

But now halfway,
I look forward to meeting my love
Waiting at My station.
Dreaming of Him

I close my eyes and drop ofr
while

the journey continues through noisy towns and quiet
villages and long stretches of wartes in between.

P. P. S.



The ~ll.i'te Rose

Flowers, Flowers,
The garden's treasures:
The tidy, the hyacinth.
The tulip. the primrose,
Wave their heads,
And bid me welcome.

Among the blooms,
I came to the Rose,
And held her close:
I love her so.
The garden's glee:
She is so shy.
The Love of Spring:
She is so pure,

The Dream of the Earth
The White White Rose.

SANTIO.



THE W!THERING STATE

THE land of Kerala, which had long been decoratedwith greenery, abundant in food grains, pepper
coconuts and various other products, very advanced in
political, c I1tural ancl reli~ious spheres, now seems to
be becoming a desert clue to droughts and the perver­
sions of man. For the first time, villagers and towns
folk alike had a bitrc: taste of dryness. People fought
one another to posses the little drinking water supplied
under Government auspices; some families had to go
without even that because of their inability to influence
the politicians.

What sin have we €Ommitted for this kind of

merciless punishment by nature? Even in tne monsoon
season farmers long for a drop of rain. Their hearts
too wither at the sight of Iheir barren lands. Schools
and colleges had the summer vacation very early and
reopened very late due to drought. Hydro-electric
projects were affected; the state remained in darkness
most of the time.

In many otber cases we have had to stretch our
begging hands before the Central Govt: How long
will we depend upon the centre? And the real dryness
is yet to come.

What is the reason for this kind of drought?

Scientists may not all agree that deforestation causes
it. The relation between rain and flir6.sts is still a

matter of controversy among them. However the

general assumption that the forest is essential for rain
cannot be ignored. If the authorities remain silent
witness to the deforestation we will have to meet the

horrible sequences. Larg~ scale cutting of trees must
be checked. For this the educated youth must organise,
because it is their duty to make the ignorant politicians
. especially the Ministers - understand.

Mag~.zine 1932 - 83

It is praiseworthy that the Govt. has formed a
new scheme named 'Social Forestry'. At present, how­
ever, this programme is restricted in scope. The public
must be made aware of the need for afforestation.

Every citizen must be involved in such activities.
Cutting down trees and seedlings for limited and
temporary gains is the modern way of killing the gold­
laying goose.

T~e status of trees in human life is beyond des­
cription. The Vedas, scriptures and myths all contain
references to gardens, forests and trees as sacred and
divine. Stories of Sri Budha, Sri Rama etc. are closely
related to the jungle. Even now there are many who
take refuge from the madding world in the wilderness
of forests and jungles.

All the beauties of nature have almost vanished'

This is due to the intrusion of man. Our precious
wealth in jungles has disappeared. The loss of a
particular type of animals and some rare medicinal
plants is irreparable. In addition to these facts defore­
station causes soil erosion. Soil hither to shaded by
trees will be exposed tu more radiation and winct.
Increased radiation will cause high day temperatures

P. A. ABDULLA, VELlYAMBRA

and low llIgnt temperatures. Under these extrem.:

temparature conditions larger soil plrticles will dis­
integrate. High day temparature will cause a break
down of humus with consequent biotic changes which
may re ult in a deterioration of soil quality. These
facts will transform Kerala in to another Rajasthan.

So society must arise against deforestation. Even
flC gm<;<; and the little herbs we come across on the
way at'e to be loved and respected. We are much
obliged to the tree, that release oxygen which keeps us
alive.

Therefore let us take a firm stand against the
destruction of trees.

Let us arise, awake, and stop not till the pristine
state of our State is regained. 0



fa THREE THINGS

Three things to respect;

Old-age, Religion and law

Three things to love;
Purity, Honesty and Hard work,

Three things to admire;

Beauty, Intellect and character

Three things to cultivate;
Courage, Cheerfulness and Contenment.

Three things to maintain;
Promise, Friendship and affection.

Three things to avoid~

Smoking, Drinking and Gambling,

Three things to control;

Tongue, Temper and Temptation.

Three things h> watch;

Speech, Behaviour and action.

Three things to prevent~
Laziness, Falseood and Slang.

P. KUNHI



to m4 colleagues
and students

THE Farook College has many distinguishingfeatures, among them its humblest origin and
speediest growth. The idea of a college to be
established in Malabar for the uplift of the Moplahs
was conceived only in 1947, but the infant was born
as a first-grade college within m0nths on J 2th August
19 8 under the loving care of the world famous
gynecologict, Dr A. Lakshmanaswami Muda1iar, who
was then th~ Vice-Chancellor of the Madras University.
Started in a residential h"use at Chungam with only
32 student~ and 5 memhers on the staff, its survival

surprised all. because most people had felt that it
would have an infantile death. More astonishing was
its rapid progress which made the Minister for
Educalion of Madras, Sri K. Madhava Menon exclaim
that it was 'Aladin's wonderful lamp'. This was in
1951 when he came to the College along with the Chief
Minister Sri. Kumaraswamy Rl'ja. The late K M.

Se~thi Sahib who was the First Secretary of the
College Managing Committee wrote in 1951, "Looking
back to the History of the College, the dramatic
suddenness with which it sprang into existence and
attained its present stature within a remarkable short

time, my heart is full with reverential gratitude to that
All Merciful God who made it possible for us to have
such an institution". (Article reprinted in the Siher
Jubilee Souvenir of the Collf'ge). The Late Sri T. C.

Sankara Menon who was the Principal of the Govt.
College, Chittur and me.llher of the first University

Inspection Commission of 19.J7 wrote in 1951, "Many
kinds of development are possible on the campus. In
the light of the past, contemplating on the future, I

visualise the tim~ of the Golden Jubilee of the College,

a pretty academic township here, spreading farther

/ and farther the divine ideals of goodwill and brother­
hood among mankind". (Reprinted in the Silver
Jubilee Souvenir of the College).

The progress of the College had been rapid,
steady and continuous. For those who knew the
persons working for the College, their desire, their
outlook their devotion to God and the spirit with
which they have been working, there is sufficient
reason to believe that the progress was but natural.
One of the oldest members of the Committee who

passed away in June 1981, whife he had been spending
this last day .• in a nursing home in Calicut, had frequen
spells of aggravation; aft.r one such spell, he distri­
buted some amounts of money and some valuables
to his near relations and gave a good amount to the
doctor, a person closely connected like him with the
Ct)l\ege, saying that it was to be given to Farook
College building fund for the constructiC'>n that was
going on. A Godftaring man in his deathbed would
spend only for what would earn him the pleasure of
God and reward in After-life. This incident is illust­

rative of the spirit with which this great institution is

built. This spir it i~ there behind its greatness as well
as [olfl gress.

The name given to the College and the motto
adopted for it reflect this !o.pirit. It is named 'Farook'
after the great Caliph U mmer, \\ ho was called Farook

for his sense of justice"fand spirit of rquality. There
are many incidents in his history iliustrating his qua­
litie,. His order that the ~Iave whom his SOil, a

PROF. V. MUHAMFD

venerable man. had beaten should beat his son in

turn, and his sharing thl: camel with his slave while
g)ing to Jerusalem to sign a treaty as the (aliph, are
examples. ,The second incident was referred to by
Dr. B. P amakrishna Rao, Governor of Kerala at a

function in the College- see Silver Jubilee Souvenir.)

The motto of the col1rge is 'Ora et Labora' ­

'pray and work'. This I'gain is the course of all pious
people. The words of Cr. J. H. Bridges JI1 his
, Discourses on Positive Religion" throw light on this.
,. Islam, then, or in the British tongue, de"otion - the
devl.'tion of our life Lo the Highest, the bringing of
our will into accord with Suprlme Will: this is the

word that sums up the Iins of pious men in every

age and every country. They have framed for them­
s~lves all Ideal, a model, a pattnn of what their life



should be. They have done their utmo.s.t to. make that
ideal a reality. In other words, they have prayed and
they have worked." (Silver Jubilee Souvenir)

The members of the staff and the students of

the first few years had imbibed this spirit and some
of my colleagues und myself used to have this spirit
strengthened through the late Moulavi Abu'isabah
Ahamed Ali Sahib. This institution of secular

education could develop in the early years a strong
spiritual inside and many noble traditions g,)t them­
selves established here. The spirit of humble sub­
servience to the Sovereign God, brotherhood of man,
goodwill, fraternity and love of peace: all these became
the characteristics of the campus atmosphere. The
Management, the teaching and the non-teaching staff
and the students - all discharged their duties to enable
all c Jncerned to reap the benefIts of the traits 0 f
'al Farook' and the fruits of 'Ora et Lahora'. Th~

traditions, established in the beginning are being
maintained by the succeeding generations.

I had the fortune to work in this great institution

as a teacher for 35 years from .the day of its starting
till my retirement at the age of 55 on 38-:.83 and t I
maintain intima!e contact with the students of all

these years to their advantage and to my gain. The
la,t four years of my ~ervice had b:ooen as Principal
and I have wurked along with the Management, the
teaching and non-teaching staff and the students, all
feeling that the College belong, to all of them It is

gratifying that I could hand over charge of the institu-

tio.n to. O.ne of its alumni, who had be~n my s.tu
also. I have worked hoping for reward from
and I thank Him for having enabled me to wor

much. I thank my colleagues and my students.
aU the personal considerati( n they have shown to

particularly in the la~t two years of my service w
I had been handicapped with ill health. Words.
not exoress my gratitude to them in full. I only s.

the fact that I had been as happy in the College a
the midst of the members of my family.

This institution has to enable the staff, the s.
dents and the general public to reap the desi
benefits out of it. The sovereignty of God and
brotherhood of man have to be accepted unreserv
The vast resources provided in nature by its Ma
have to be understood for their utility as well as
the philosophy behind them. The culture that i"

lead mankind to a peaceful life on earth has to,
imbibed. This institution is a fertile field for'

these. 1 he members of the staff are the lovirg ll.

painstaking guardians and guides of the stude
devoted to their welfare. The students are the yo

ger generation of this big family, collecting infor ,
tion, increasing knC'wledg", expanding the horizons'
their vision, and developing their perscHlalttie, ph
cally, mentally and ~piritually.

I wish the members of this family godsp(
in their path and pray to Almighty God fur
Blessings.


