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. ‘before me.,

LET FOLLY THRIVE

YesTERDAY 1 stood on the Seashore and

watched the sun set. Nearly two small
children, a boy and 2 girl, were busy making
asandcastle. I watched them closely. Ac-
ross my eyes flashed picture of them growing
of and finally grown of a young man, a young
woman. The sun set, the Sky flushed a
glorious red. My eves fixed themselves on
- the horizon.

“I have no mental peace”. 1 turned
round impulsively ! Two gentlemen engros-
sed in their personal woes were walking by.
I turned back and looked at the horizon. The
waves of the sca more a beautiful vimson
sheen on them. T looked at the two children.
They had dug a hole in the sand and were
inviting me 1o plece my fect in it. They
covered miy feet with sand and strangely
~enough, locking at their gleeful faces gave
me intense satistaction. [ walked round,
someone fratn somewhere gave a pisrcing
wolf-whistle, I iumpcd up and ran. While
Iranl covid not heln gusping out. My
heart aches aud a drowsy nurabuess paing my
lenses.” No (:Gi’.—i?_k‘ff“i(}'ﬂ with the situstion
~perhaps but what in life after ail a stving of
connected, unconnogfod

R
VRS,

doe When T was breatiidzss with running, |
'sat down. Not o zoul to ¢isturb my solitude.
Isaw the two chiidien, iy co;.ﬁi““, in the
~distance. A crub, was crawling on the mnd
"Elovaite in o groin of sand |
‘how perfectly (ruc, § thoaohv | 5-:r1f.::d into
- space. 1 tried to count it siars us one by
one they [it the entire sky. Now ihs water
- -had a silvery glitter a5 the moons ravs played
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on the waves. ‘Hamlet, Othello, Macbeth,-
funny how these characters should comez to
my mind at that moment. 1 zhook my head.
titeratare has made me mad, 1 said to myself.
I took a handful of sand and watched it stip
through my fingers. “[ will become a lec-
turer, no, I will take a Ph. D., no 1 will take
up journalism, or I will work up and go for
ILA. 8. God! what ombitions and hopes !
For what? To do cooking in some kit-
chen? I shrugged my shoulders Not me,
I hate cooking, Ohno! 1 should not hate
it because even today the way o a man's
heart 1s through his stomach”™. But | hated
cooking and enjoyed cating,

I grew restless. A couple raoving slo-
wly by attracted my attention. They had
their arms round ¢ach other. For some un-
known, mad reason, had the crazy wish
1o see the expression on their Mces. [ owalk-
ed by them. The boy looked thuritlad and
contented.  The moonlight shone on }'315 tair.
the girt was unghing quietly, Theee 15 bhss,
I thouehi, 'This s hoaven oa earth. | oazed
‘e”ls'h;* y oreamd. 1 eaught holdl of my
fq'm:arw cousin and Kissed his dimoled cliseks.
He was surprised at this sudden show of
anec!u_,n. iz would not  understand-poor
boy-what 1t 13 12 bz an aduiL

My coustas forced me to teil as fory, |
thouaht of my desiie to beeome a novolist, 1
gal down and gaved at the vouny inzocent
jaces betfore e 1 told then that [ was going
to write a novel. T woeuld becoms  very
tamious and my books would sell like hot
cakes. [laughed, laughed so wuch that my



cousins grew frightened. I told them that
while 1 sat in the class I used to watch the
heat waves on the tiles out side. I asked them
to come one day and sit in my class and watch
the two doves which sat on the tiles every day.
They looked ‘bewildered. 1 forgot that they
wouldn’t understand. 1 talked to them about
the gardener watering the plants outside our
class-room. Often | had watched him gaze
in Pride at the flourtshing results of his toil.
Once 1 asked him if he enjoyed his work. He
looked at me and smiled. [ could not under-
stand his smile. Perhaps he was smiling at
my igrorance. I asked for a flower. He gave
me one.  Two Pre-Degree students watched
me curiously as 1 placed the flower on my

head. I smiled at them and went to the
library. My cousin scolded me with their
locks. [ stood vp and we returned home.

The sky was blue and clear, as 1 made
my way towards the college gate. Suddenly,
a spech appeared on the sky. T stood and
stared at it. It grew larger. The sun’s rays
hurt my eycs and yet [ stared. The speck
turned out to be a bird and it song sweeily
as it alighted on the branch of a nearby tree.
1 smiled and walked on. My head was full of
Antony and Cleopatra. | recollected how my
friend had turned Antony as a sensuous,
faithless coward and how 1 had disagreed
with her. 1 told her Plutarch is not justified
in blackening Antony’s character so much.
Plutarch suggested that Antony had the sexual
morals of a pig. Shakespeare, on the other
hand, is human. Heis, I think a writer with
feeling and depth, perhaps because, as some-
one said, he too led a bit of a licentious life.
Cleopatra, the queen of the Nile, must have
found something in him for her to fall head
over feels in love with Antony. I thought of

Antony and Cleopatra and {or no reason at
all I giggled, And I went on giggling.

Somebody asked mic why I was coming
to College and whether I was interested in
dramatics. 1 told her T used to act while at
school I remembered how I once acted the |
part of a mad woman and how many people
had come to see me after thie drama was over,
1 laughed when 1 thought of that, I wished [
could act again. 1 recailed our L. 1. T.
fecturer apprecialing my tense of beauty when
I had described English Grammar as beautiful
in the E. L. T. Paper. 1 laughed. Frankly,
I come to college 1o while away my time To
get up in the morning, dress to my salisfaction
and to concentrate on what was being drilled
iito our heads. My uncle rccently asked me
what English literature did for me? Jt has |
humanized me, first of all, it has made me
sit and think, it has made me laugh and cry,
it has made me ccstatic, light-headed and
light-hearted. It has opencd new vistas ]
of experience for me. It has moulded me,
whatever be the foolish ‘me’ it has moulded.
I laughed heartly, this time.

Someonc branded me mad recently.
That was the best compliment I got. For’
who can live in this hypocritical world with ]
a same mind. Who, I wonder, is sane?
None, for no onc can be sane in this world.
All are mad in some way or other. Students
of Physics and Chemistry may he more pra-
ctical-minded but even they lose their heads
when it comes to angles and curves! | re-
membered the saying : Even the most foolish
women are wise about men and the wises
men make fools of themselves about women!
Why not? It is one of the few privileges lef
to man. Let folly thrive. Adicu.
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THE

THE howl of the storm and the pitter patter

of the rain disturbed my sleep in the small
hours of the morntng. By dawn the violence
of the clements has abated, but there was
still & steady downpour and the sky was an
uunkroken grey.

When | woke, 1 saw surprisingly my
cousins in the living room. They reached
home quite carly as their parents [eft for
Bangalore on some urgency. If was a stroke
of luck that there was no schoo! that day.

At about 8-30 we had our hreak-fast.
Mother had prepared some special dishes as
there were guests. For some time all were
engaged 1n reading newspapers, magazines or
other pecriodicals. After that we played
Table-Tenms for half an hour.

The rain had almost stopped about 3o’
clock. My cousin and1 decided to go out
just for the fun of it. My mother told us that
we were Tools 1o have a walk on such a rainy
day. But it would be an experience to
be out, after tie rain. The sun gleamed
throngh the scattered clouds. We were hav-
g our pleasant walk when the spicks of
thick black clouds gathered together in the
shv. Withia 2 moment the weather changed
and them was a heavy downpour which made

o= wain uapleasant. We saw people in a
queue stending in front of shops as 1f they
were vaiting fm frec samples and getting

wet by the deps from the ncighbours um-
breila.  Meanwhille we both recached a shel-
ter under a banyan tree. we were dripping
wizt a5 a deenched cock, with our clothes
clase to our body. We didn't  know how
many were walching us and making fun.
We didn’t know what to do. We simply

EVENING FUN:

M. ZARINA NAGOE |
lLP.D C. P2

stood face to face. We wanted to reach!
home and change our clothes. Oh! who's]
that ......7 A girl accompanied by an clderly]
woman shuffled out of a shop and got into}
the waiting ambassador. They were just}
standing at us. [ didn’t recognize the qirl or;
tiie woman. I wondered who it would be?
Anyway they wanted to help us. That car
moved towards us. Oh'! i’s my old class-
mate Linda! She had changed much. [
couldin’t recognize her. She called out my
name and asked, “Couldn’t you recognize
me, your friend Linda?” She laughed and
got into the car. Her mother felt pity for}
us. Their house was near by and askedi
us to go there. We both squeezed in.
introduced my cousin to them. When mé
reachcd her quarters Linda's grandpa glared
at us through his horned spectacles. Linda
explained everything to him. Aunt Polley (as
we called Linda’s mother) offered us necesd
sary clothes to change and gave us stead
ming coffee. 1 think that Linda was a chatten
box.  She expiained in an exaggerating man
ner the condition in which she caught sight
of us, She dialied to get mother and told
her all that happened.  For someiime [ could
dit’t bear anything but her laughs.  She was
happy to know that we were in safe place
She asked us to retarn as soon as the rain
stopped.  Iihink that God had heard he
prayer and the rain calmed down. |inda’s
father was kind enouzh to give us a lift
our iome. We thanked them from the bot
iom ol the heart for all their gencrosity ang
¢ot into the car,

3 i o the car started
Were O our way home,

)i

and  wi
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“Read and find out the answer,” the
lecturer asked us. I looked at my watch,
Oh God ! still fifteen minutes for the bell !
Fifteen long minutes......... 1 wanted to get
immediately out of the class to catch the bus-
But, what would my teacher think of me !

My eyes were wandering over the last
paragraph of the lesson for the answer. Tick,
tick. It was not the watch but my anxiety. At
the long last, the bell rang. The conscientious
teacher detained the class further. 1 was feel-
ing awfully indignant with him. Why did he
want to complete the lesson at that particular
moment when [ had to go? He seemed

fﬁt}be indifferent towards the football match,

i . Without waiting for anybody I rushed to
the bus stop. To my despair I was three mi-
' nutes late for the bus. I had to reach home
at least by five. The droning sound of the
Sarathi bus, sneezing and wheezing up the
f_ﬁﬂ was being heard. It was an old slow
snail, notorious for break-downs. The
urgency pushed me in. It was heavily loaded
with people going to the ‘Santosh Trophy

ournament’. The bus crawled. Exactly at
four fifty-five the bus came to a dead halt at
Kallai Bridge. We looked out for the mobile
fourt.  But it was not there. A break-down

s usual. ! 1 got down and walked away to my
pouse 100 metres away.

oy

. Gosh! | found none ready to go out. “Where
@ “Didn’t1 tell you?” To the stadium where
J;ﬁnals of ‘Santosh Trophy Tournament’
sﬂgyed. [ asked mother what had hap-

88¢d. “‘Your brother didn’t get the tickets for
i _{'-" s”came the snapping reply. I was terribly
gaappointed. We gave up all hopes of witness-
¢ match, Even if we could get tickets,

possibility of getting seats was remote.

'WAS IT FUN?
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At 5-30 my father came with four passes
which he managed to get from the president.
Mother, sister, brother and I got dressed
up quickly. - |

As we were stepping out of the house,
one of our neighbours commented. ““How
is it that you see the match ? You are too late.
There will be a big crowed”. Why couldn’t
the old bitch keep quiet ? 1 thought.

We reached the main road. Not a single
autorickshaw was seen. We moved forward to
find out one. After a short while an old auto
came galloping by, withadark jocky. We got
in, but would go only to the junction two fur-
longs away from stadium because of heavy
human traffic. We got down and walked again
for ten more minutes. The road to stadium
was flooded with people. Never had we scen
such aspate! We were drifted to a gate.
“Where are you going? It’s not the way™ we
turned to see the smouldering eyes and the
corkscrew moustache of a skinny faced
policeman. He guided us to the right gate.
While he talked, his long jumbled teeth were
moving up and down. '

We floated along with thousands of others
and were pushed into the stadium ground.
Chairs and gallery were completely occupied.
We didn’t know where to look for a seat.
At last, the policeman with the jumbled teeth
showed us a nice corner where there was some
space. We four sat comfortably there,

The players shuffled out of the crowd in
<oloured uniform and moved to the ground
one after another. The play commenced with
a bang. The poor ball rolled to and fro and
sometimes soared high leaving the players to
roll down. It appeared that the ball was more



active than the players. It the ball acted like
the pied piper and dragged them along the
ground. Like a master magician it charmed
the teams and the spectators and after
inciting the players to scuffle and quarrel, it
escaped from scene. The crowd roared and
screamed.

I was more be witched by the dymanism
of the ball than by the lumbering movements
of sluggish players. The young man who sat
beside me was mad with vicarious experience.
When he saw the ball without defence near
the penalty-box he kicked unconciously the
bald head of the oldman in front of him. The
poor oldman! fell down on his nose. The
policeman with corkscrew moustache came to
his help. Shouting and hooting filled the
atmosphere. Ho! the referee was frequently
looking at his watch. There came the long
half-time whistle.

We had a cup of coffee each during the
interval. My small brother was gabbering about
the players when he was taking the coffee. Un-
fortunately he placed the cup on the bamboo
stand and at the next moment he placed his
leg on the cup. Klang! the cup broke to
peices. It seemed that the broken pieces were
mischievously laughing at his idiocy. “Kid,
this is not ball, it is aeup”. Somebody called
out from behind. The coffee-men was
grumbling something. Mother had to pay for
the cup. The lean police man was watch-
ing us with his smouldering eyes. He gave a
look with a silent warning we should behave
in a better way.

Interval was over; the match resumed.
Even though it was not as thrilling as the
Ist half it had a competitive spirit. When
the play was drawing to an end and
the team which we supported was gaining
point, my bad luck began. One of the new,
good slippers slipped out of the gallery
and fell right down. Where 7 I didn’t know.
I didn’t know what to do with the other slip-
per ? 1 thought of Cindrella with ene slipper.
I got a very stingy snap from my mother for
not being careful. One broke the cup, one lost

slippers, what next? All the fun dissappeare
into the thin air. I could not see any sign ¢
my dear sandals. The only help I could get wa
from the stern, stoopy police-man with th
terrifying moustache. Cleverly I approachq
the police-man and informed of the missit
slipper. I expected a scornful retort. Bi
suprisingly, in spite of his uncouth appearan
he was a kind man. He said he would find
Nobody would care about a lost shipper. By
this was mine, dear to me, chosen by mysd

The team we supported won the tropl
All of us were happy, but the W
slipper was worrying me. How could ¢
find it in that over flowing crowd. Winng
were having their celebrations. The whe
atmosphere was lit up with crackers. ltdg
fine designs in the sky. People congratulay
them and Consoled the other. A magnificig
sight indeed, except for the loss of any slippy
We slowly turned our way towards the ga
Some how 1 mustered up courage and asig
the lean police man whether he enquin
about my poor slipper ? Thank Go
Someone had got it. While the slipper slippl
down it had hit on somebody’s head. }
had caught hold of it to find out the ovws
and return the blow. So I was to receive
blow on my head. But finding me as a ge
child he gave the slipper back, Thus I |
my luck back again. The smouldering e}
police man was smiling at us through |
corner of his lips, seeing my happiness.
gave a piece of advice to be careful not]
lose things like that next time when we wo
go there, My little brother rep
“Thank you, gentleman, we won’t be con
here next day because the match was
so we won’t lose anything.” “You
smart boy, but don’t break any cup
home.” The police man patted on his
and smiled. Then he turned and wa
away. Our mother didn’t feel angry wit}
After all it was a day fill of fun and wof
We strolled along with others to our |

sweet home silently waiting a little farg
for our arrival. :
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