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* A tale of two cities.
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Short Story

THE CITY CENTENARY

Hameed Chennamangallar, 11 B. A.

Beena seemed overjoyed when 1 told her
that we could go to the city on the day of the
centenary celebrations. She is a countiry girl,
or a ‘sweet stay-at-home’ in Davies’ langunage-
She has very rarely been acquainted with the
outside world before our marriage. After my
accepting her as my life-partner she has been
out of her sheil and coming in touch with the
extensive wotld. Even then had she improved
so much as to understand the real face of the
world?

“What’s this ‘centenary celebrations’?’
Beena asked.

“Before knowing what it is, how would
you become overjoyed?’”

“I am overjoyed simply because I've got
a chance to go to the city’’. She answered with
a smilec on her lips.

“Ht ... then listen my poor girl, the city
18 celebrating its hundredth birthday.”

“That’s it? Then it’'ll be really delightful
to go to the city on that day.”

“<Of course.”’

The Sunday’s sun raised its head cheer-
fully on the eastern horizon. Beena was out in
the bathroom when I woke up. Ho! the girl is
terribly crazy over the prospect of going to the
city!

“Still sleeping?”’
the verandah.

“Not yet time for me to get up Beena.””

“Please look at the sun; it has gone up
much.” “

“All right, I am getiing up. Is the break-
fast ready?”

“It has been ready for haif an hour.”

How fiercely eager Beena is to get into
the city! She will be visualising the size and
form of the city in her mind, now. In the

Came ber voice from

previous night, dreams about the city mi
have been haunting her constantly.

We started to the city at about 9

Shortly before leaving the house, B
reminded me:

“Please don’t forget
money.”’

“No I wont. Onuly a note of one hund
i$ with me and it is in my purse.”

From the tone of her voice T could ea
guess what was the purpose behind
reminding me to take enough money, for
have been a husband for the last ten mont

The bus carrying us 22 miles from
village to the city stopped at last at the
stand in the city.

With a curious and inquiring eye Be
stepped out of the bus. Porters looked at
finding nothing in our hands that would b
coins to them they turned back with conte
tious eyes.

From the noisy crowd in the bus stand
released ouorselves to a network of ro
Beena's eyes were flying hither and thither
if they were worked by some strange ma
nery. Gazing from top to toe at a sky scra
building she enquired:

“What’s that building—such a huge on

“It’s the biggest mosque in the city.”

“Mosque! What a wonderful edifice!
really big and beautiful.”

The well decorated city looked lik
preity young girl at her best. Waves of s
music had been echoing in the atmosph
The never ending procession of both p
strians and motor vehicles added charm to
breast of the city.

“How does the city look like, Beena?
asked her tenderly.

to take enoy

[l



w07 “Like the bride who has just entered the
bedroom.”
51+ “Exactly; but who is that bride?”’
%% ¢ «Someone who is really an angel.”
® ' «Not someone but yourself my Beena.
;ﬂ!e City is now made itself up to become a
Beena,”
P o don't like flattery, I always tell you.”
said Beena with a charming frown.
- “But how can truth eover be called
fattery?”

- We reached the maidan where there was
R vast assembly of men, women and children.
Eine songs had been rising to the blue through
ml:eakers Beena looked overwhelmed on
®éing a vast waving and roaring ocean of
People in front of us.

v . “What a crowd of people!”” She exclaimed.

“This is only a drop in the ocean. There
are many more yet to come.”’

Deviating from the subject, with a specific
intention, she asked:
‘“ What’s the time now? "’

“ Ohl it’s eleven. 1 forgot it: we have to
Eﬁke a room for tonight.””

“All right; then let us go; and on the way,
Fthlnk we ¢an go to the shop.”

“Shop?!”’
“Ofcourse; to a textile shop.””
“I see! you want to get a sari don’t you?"’
“Not only a sari but a blouse-piecce too.”

~ “Before going o the shop may I remind
thqt I've only a hundred rupees with me?”’

w_e proceeded to the street where stood

|- line -of textile shops. Beena’s looks
$ on every board hung on the front of
Pointing to one among the shops

“You sce the next but iwo to thai one: look
at its board; how beautifully the name of the
shop is wriiten!”

“Okay.”” T agreed with a smile. Idon’t
think Beena could understand the core of my
smile. The young lady was judging the
‘standard’ of the shops from the attractiveness
of the boards put in front of them. May the
lady’s judgment not be proved incorrect!

Strictly speaking Beena took just 22
minutes fo select her sari and I8 minutes to
select the blouse cloth. The cash bill contained
the figure of Rs. 68.

Taking a room at a lodge (there also
Beena favoured a beautiful board — all done
up in black and gold) we went to the Maidan
again. At that fime the sun was getting weaker
and weaker. The procession picturing the city
through the ages came to the Maidan. The
city’s past was portrayed well. The modern
city 18 a paradise where only decent personali-
ties are dwelling, the picture claims -— no
beggars, no paupers, no maimed or deformed
wretches.

Once again the sun reached the eastern
horizon. Tt was time for us to return. Al-
though Beena was reluctant to go back at that
time she had to surrender in my presence. We
rushed to the bus stand in the hope that we
could catch the 11.30 bus. But perhaps due
to some ill-omen as Beena may remark, we
could not reach in time.

The next bus was at 12.50. We hopped
into it and occupicd one of those comfortable
seats meant for loving twosomes like Beena
and me.

Minutes passed very slowly. It was not
much later when I concentrated my eyes on
the newspaper that somebody called me in a
weeping tone:

gk o

I looked at the figure where the noise
came from. It was a lad — the ghost of alad —-
taking a blind old man with him.

“Something . ... sir.”” The boy demanded
— yes almost demanded. I gave bim a ten



paise piece and got back to the columns of
the paper when Beena remarked:

“Utterly poor, aren’t they?”

‘Why should I disagree with her? I
thought.

A couple of minutes had not passed when
another fellow came whose right leg had been
lost. He carried 4 notice signed by two good
gentlemen and true to prove that he had been
deformed as a result of an accident in a circus
ring,.

““Please give him something.” Beena said
in a pleading tone.

Why should I discard her request?

He was followed by several types of
beggars — eye lost, arm lost, leg lost and what
else not lost. Owing to Beena’s irresistible
request and my own sense of charity I did not
disappoint any of the poor fellows save two
who did not appear to be in need of alms.

When it was 12.30 the conductor cams
aboard. He handed over a ticket of 2.20 to me.

I was amazed when I took the money out
of my purse. It was only two rupees and five
paise. To pay ihe fare, fifteen paise had to be
added to that!! My body sweated from hea#
0o heel. p
““ What’s the irouble with you?” My life‘nl
partner enquired.

“Fifteen paise is lacking to pay the fare.
Have you got any money with you?”

“Yes I have just one rupee with me.”

My breath came back to nermal shortl
afterwards. Somewhere | had read of a lovin
wife coming io the aid of her husband whe
for a while the world looked dark to hi
When the penniless Nathaniel Hawthorne sa
dismally with the manuscript of *The Scarle
Letter’ in his lap, was it not his belove
Sophia who rallied round with her home
savings? Beena reminded me of Sophia.




Short Stor

THE PROFESSOR’S WIFE

A. K. Kunhikova, T M. A,

Rasheedha did not learn English.

Not that she was an illiteraie. Oh no! on
the contrary, of all the daughters, and he had
many of them, she was the only one who could
read and write — in Malayalam ofcourse. When
she was yvoung the neighbours came to her to
have their letters read and written. It was
only she of all the members of the family who
could read the Holy Quran. And it was she
who wrote letters to her uncle in Kuwait and
signed all the Money Orders that came from
him. But of counrse, all that was in Malayalam.
Of English she knew not a word.

But, then she had never had the necessity
to learn that funny langnage of the equally
funny foreigners, that is, until she married
Rahman. Her father Muhammed was an
orthodox Muslim who had brought up his
daughters in a strict manner. He had long
taught the children that English was the
language of the Kafirs and hence that of Hell,
and even the shadow of a Kafir was enough
to send them to Hell.

So mnaturally Rasheedha had learned no
English. Of all her father's daughters
Rasheedha was the youngest and the most
heautiful. She was Mubammed’s most cheri-
shed child. She with her blue eyes and charming
smile could melt his grudge in a second —
his grudge against fate which gave him several
daughter and no son.

Only if Rasheedha had been a son!
Muhammed would sometimes sit and ponder.
Then he would have named him Rasheed and
sent him to that school over the bill. But
Allah had given him Rasheedha and not
Rasheed, and she had made up for a son by
giving him a good and worthy son-in-law like
Rahman,

Rahman was a professor of English. H
had a good salary. He had a big, beautifu
house, '

Muhammed was in every way satisfiel
with Rasheedha and Rahman. They madel
loving couple, were well-to-do, and what i
more, Rahman had no parents. Not tha
Rasheeda could not have got on with them
but it was good for a girl of today to b
married to an unattached man.

Rahman too was extremely fond d
Rasheedha. She made for him a good wil
and he was proud of her. She cooked well an
was beautiful; he loved her. What else coul
a man want ? To Rahman, Rasheedha wa
almost a perfect wife ... ... OnlY: s i, 8

Only if Rasheedha knew English!

Rahman had not been aware of it at th
beginning of their marriage. It had nevy
occurred to him that she ought toknow Eng]ij
till that night of the dinner of the staff i
honour of the retiring principal. The principal)
wife was present on the occasion. All {
members of the staff were present too — ma
with their wives. Rahman was conscious
all eyes on his beautiful bride.

All went well till the Principal’s wife s
Rasheeda. Attracted by Rasheedha’s innoce
beauty, she expressed a desire to be introdue
to that ‘sweet little thing'. Afier the first fl
‘hellos’ and hand-shakes both Rasheedhaa
Mrs. Rangaswami were at a loss, not bei
able to understand each other. Mr.and M
Rangaswami belonged to Bangalore and M
Rangaswami did not know Malayal
Rahman was tcrribly embarrassed at this,
vowed there and then to teach Rashe
English.

But to his chagrin, Rasheeda would
hear of it. English was the language of K




jand she would have absolutely pothing to do
ith it. Anyway, she would not bother to
fearn a new language just for the sake of a
afir's wife, desiring to talk to her. If the
gRafir’s wife was so eager to talk to her, then
gshe ought to learn Malayalam.

f- After days of vain persunasion, Rahman
Jave up the idea of teaching English to his wife_

[ SoRasheeda did not learn English. She was
fontent with life. She had a loving husband
and she was his only life. The fact that
‘Rahman was displeased about her stubborn
‘refusal to learn the language of the Kafirs
'ne\rer really bothered her. In fact after that

ight she never met the Principal’s wife.

During the five years of their marriage
dhe bore Rahman four healthy sons of whom
thammed was very fond, which was
fcourse absolutely natural, he himself having
fathcred daughters and no sons.

- Now, life would have gone on quite
appily for the pair, had not Rasheedha one
day found a letter in Rahman’s pocket It was
'a pink, perfumed letter, written in a beautiful
‘hand, Though she could not make any head
or tail of it, she knew at once that the letter
Was from a woman. She tried her best to read
ft; but it was all Greek and Latin — or
miher English to her.
H:: She hid the letter under her clothes in the
eeavy trunk under the spare cot in a room,
pwhers Rahman never weni. Then she sat
jown to do some thinking — about the lstier,
B course. Shahina, the neighbour’s daughter
s a modern college-going girl and would
padiy Tead the letter for her.
: "-‘-’-’iﬁut then, it would create a scandal. Ali
Bopls thought them a happy couple, and if it
re Lo become known that Rahman was in
s lﬂth another woman, people would laugh
bhor, Rasheedha, for being incapable of
ging her husband.
- Rasheedha had a long look in the mirror,
B was shocked to see herself. She was quite
jip and her hair which she combed with
i care and adorned with jasmines, looked
8. No wonder, Rahman was not interest-

ed in her any more. The other woman would
be young, slim and beautiful — inviting as once
she had been. She felt hot anger wellup within
her. Here she was, looking after four, fat
sops and Rahman was having a wonderful
time with the other woman. WNo, shc would
not tolerate it. She would find out all about
the Ictter and the woman and then surprise
Rahman to admission, shaming him {o the
depth and making him sorry all his life.

So, off she went to Shahina, and requested
her to teach her English. Amused, Shahina
tried to lavgh it off, but then, on secing that
Rasheedha meant business she sighed and
settled down to teach it.

While she was learning English, and not
without some difficulty though, every day
Rasheedha would take the letter out from the
trunk, spread it before her and iry deciphering
it. After a month or two she was able to read
only its beginning; “Dear Rahman® and it
only increased her desire 1o learn the ianguage
of Hell sooner.

It was after eight whole months of hard
work Rasheedha feli confident of reading the
letter fully. So, borrowing Shahina’s dictionary
the use of which she had leartned to make, and
after all four of her sons were asleep, she took
out the letter from the trunk and sat down to
read it. It read thus:

““ Dear Rahman, It was indced very sweet
of you to give us a parting gift. Also you were
so thoughtiful in choosing an album containing
photographs showing the beautiful natural
scenes of your State, Kerala. We shall pever
forget our stay in Kerala,

Thank you very much for the beauntiful
gift. My husband joins me in secnding you his

thanks.
Sincerely yours

Mrs. Rangaswami

Mrs. Rangaswami was the retired
principal’s wife.

Rasheedha sat with the fetter in her lap,
while tears of humiliation washed the ink off

the letter.
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