4 C.Doggioh Haire

(K. M. Ja pal, IV. B. Cocm.)

Most of our stories have a knack of
beginning on a Sunday or a rainy afternoon.
In my case it is neither. It is today, half
past eight in the morning and I am slill
sprawling on bed. I can bet it isn’t a Sunday
because father isn’t home to poke me with
his stick (which never works on me) and then
start sprinkling cold water on my face
until I climb out from bzd, frankly cursing
the day ahead. (Can’t say why I am so
allergic to water on my face). So, today is
only one of those other days of the week,
and it isn’t raining cither. T wish it was,
for the morning sun which has stolen into
my room with its increasing heat, is slapping
my face through the window. How I wish
that blasted window was put somszwhere
clse! But to close that now would be to get

up!

Though the day broke much earlier, it
fsn’t to me, at hand yet. Thus I lie like a
log of wood, eyes widz open and in a
dilemma —neither willing to get up nor pre-
pared to sleep anymore. My thoughts
wander far and wide, pondering over every-
thing that concerns me, cabbages and kings,
I think of yesterday and form new decisions
that 1 should carry out from today. Itis so
pleasant, this state of passivensss. Maybo,
this is the time the poets gt their inspiration,
lying there flat and gazing at the ceiling.
Thus I decide that I must finish my work
“How To Tell A Lie”. Thus I look up and
try my hand at posztry too, while I stare at
the electric bulb which is burning dimly
like a glow-worm in the moonlight. How's
that? Did I say burning light? Good graci-
ous, I didn’t off the lights last night! And

didn’t notice that too when I was wakened

at about 8 a. m. when Henry licked my
face.

Henry of course, is the dog, and accor-
ding to the neighbourhood, my dog. I see
no reason why he shouldn’t be theirs as well.
For every one of them contributes to his
existence as much as I do. And though 1
had always liked to keep and feed him of
my own and not let him bz a sort of common
property, Hznry detests the idea and likes
to oblige the wihole neighbourhood by visi-
ting them daily at lunch-time. But Henry
is such a darling. He is everything that
has bzen said about dogs. So intelligent
(if you really know how to test a dog’s
intelligence) and so brave. There are only
two things he is afraid of - a man and a
cat. I think there is some sccret about that;
but he keeps it to himself. Henry believes
in howling at night. He thinks that a dog
is kept so that he might cat and sleep and
howl the nights out. I have never scen a
dog so systematic in the job. You can
always tell Henry's voice from the rest. It
reminds one of the Opzra. His vocal re-
frain is so healthy and steady, rising gra-
dually to the topmost octave, timely
punctuated with yells and shrieks, and takes
you by surprise with sudden rcturns to the
base. He is so classical in it and never
cares whether he receives the neighbours’ or
the common-folks’ appreciation.

Nobody knows from where Henry
really came. One fine morning he was given |
to us by the Tashildar who lived next door.
He had to choose between the dog and his




daughter’s music.  As he related to us,

throughout her violin tuition Henry would

sit down and howl continuously. But I

myself heard her perform on the violin once,

and only wondered why the dog didn’t bite
her.

At onc time I tried in vain to teach
Henry tricks. But now there is complete
understanding between us. Nowadays,
whenever T approach him with such an
intention, his honest look tells me that I
need not waste my time over it. Henry
never bothers himself with my orders. He
pokes his nose into everything and is all
around the house save when I call him. He
is always out whenever I bring someone in

to see him, and is sure to steal in exactly
when I want him out to play.

His tastes are so interesting. Henry
loves eating grass. Many a morning he has
presented me with a chameleon he just
killed. Henry loves pcople too; he makes
no distinction of caste, creed, rank or wealth.
Whether it be a prince or a pauper, friend or
Siranger, he gives them the same warm wel-
come home. He certainly knows how to
win friends and influence people.

Henry never makes any fuss about
cating. You don’t know how much he is
interested in it. Just move your mouth, pre-
tending to eat, and he issure to dartin
from nowhere.

There is nothing he hates so much as a
bath. You can never bring Henry and water
together. Whenever we mention “bath’ to
Henry, he just shrinks, puts his tail between
his legs and backs out as fast as he can. It
doesn’t mean he is not brave.

He is game to every challenge hurled at
him, and always uses up his spare time

fighting other dogs. When Henry meets a
stranger—dog, the whole locality learns about
it. Once my right hand was nearly severed,
trying to interfere in a baitle. Henry is
held in great respect among his folk.

I had to pay for six chickens of the
neighbourhood that Henry killed, One day
a person living nearly two miles away
brought to me for examination a dead hen
which he said was the victim of a beast
which had gone all the way with murder in
his mind. Twice had I to pay double the
tax to release Henry from the Muncipal
authorities. But all these have only helpad
to increase the value of Henry to me.

They say that dogs either bite or bark
well.  But my Henry isn’t particular about
either, He doesn’t bark. Not that he
doesn’t know, but doesn’t care to. It seems
he really barked once, but T was not at home
that day and quite missedit. But I am sure
he never bites except when he eats; I have
always envied Henry’s sleeping. No one
can beat him at it. At the slightest sound
he wakes up and goes to a quieter place to
settle down better.

Have you ever seen a dog laugh? Then
Henry is it.  You should see that silly grin
he passes when the chain has slipped and
you cannot catch him, especially when you
take him for a walk. It is when Henry and
I go out together that I know how many
dogs there are in the town. Now he will be
beside me licking my wrist and showing off
his affection, all the time spoiling my whife
shirt, and then he is not to be seen at alll



“HENRY™, I shout until my strength fades
away, and then I call him all bad names and
then start hunting for him; and there he is -
half a mile behind, fooling around a bitch
or a lamp-post. Nowadays I am too wise
to take him for a stroll. -

I have often regretted splitting with a
good friend of mine over Henry, He insi-
sted that there is no special name for
Henry’s breed and ridiculed my idea of
registering him at the Kennel Club. 1
pointed out to my friend that there was
nothing so much to laugh -at in Henry's
shape, when he only laughed the more.
Morcover, he called me a fool and almost
made me believe that I should not have
bought the Kennel at that price to keep
Henry in it.

Dogs don’t walk it seems, but only trot.
I won’t take that as a rule; for Henry
only crawls and ncver runs except when he
is in danger or someone unknowingly waves
a stick.

But why has HENRY been mentioned
after all? = Oh Yes; he licked my face at
about 8 a. m. without any warning, to show

" decreases as age incrcases.

me a blood stained chamceleon. With all my
love for dogs, this I detest most. A dog
has no business to clean his master’s face.
They think we arc pleased! Pleased, my
foot! I know of a man who had to kill his
dog for it. You cannot blame the man; the
dog has always his tail to show love. And
talking of love, I've found out that it
For, of Iate,
Henry has been growing more and more
impertinentand dis-obedient. He just pre-
tends not to have heard my orders. Perhaps
after Laika has flown round and scen a
thing or two, dogs think that they should
be given equal opportunities. My opinion
is. “no”. with a capital ‘N’. Just that a
couple of them have been bulletted up
doesn’t mean a thing. Who said every dog
has its day? If you ask me, dogs are dogs
and have their place. The old English spirit
is sure to be roused against it.

That’s too much of HENRY in the
morning. High timeI got up. Oh, I forgot
the lights; they are still burning. Did some-
body knock? Its only the dhobi. The dhobi?
My, then it IS a Sunday after all and it’s
past eleven too! Good God! We have class
on Sundays.
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