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Age old
Hashmina Habeeb

Age old
Is the
Weather
that speaks of pain
Teeth chattering tunes chimed the air
Limitless weeping of a broken cloud
Reaches the earth well conceived
In patches of white
And whistles aloud
teasing them every season
Desultorily arranged in rows of two
With vacant eyes
They dreamed of miens
of dear and near
Alas! It's time
To bid farewell
to time
And walk over to eternity.



Winter

The ground is stiffened with a frozen embrace
Cold winds across the tattered earth do race
All is whitened and frosted and brittle at hand
Warmth is driven down deep in the land
Barren trees are but naked skeletons to behold
And the pines wear white scarves in the cold
Winter's birds search for the leftovers of harvest &
And puff themselves to insulate from the cold's onset L E
In the sky crystals form and are driven by the breeze A
Snowflakes flee and skiffle across the white freeze
But a January thaw gives a promise and hope
That spring will once again emerge on the slope

© Brian Wrixon ?

Published in Canada by Brian Wrixon Books
Burlington, Ontario, Canada

ISBN 978-1-927682-75-3






Vﬂlﬂis STRllNG

v $




© 2013 by the contributing authors of this book. The book authors retain sole
copyright to their contributions to this book, including the right to republish
their creative content elsewhere. They reserve this and all other rights unto
themselves. Cover art copyright Sheila-Rose Hazelwood.

Published in Canada by Brian Wrixon Books
Burlington, Ontario, Canada (2013)

ISBN 978-1-927682-64-7

The Blurb-provided layout designs and graphic elements are copyright Blurb
Inc., 2013. This book was created using the Blurb creative publishing service
and was printed for the publisher by Blurb Inc.



Contributors

Heena Ahuja - 8
Sangeeta Ajay - 11
Iram Fatima 'Ashi' - 14
Sobia Aurangzaib - 17
Frances Ayers - 18
Surabhi Bhattacharjee - 21
Sophie Boswell - 22
Christine Brady - 24
Elizabeth E. Castillo - 27
Kerstin Centervall - 28
Maria Chippendale - 31
Steve Corn - 32
Corey Cowan - 38
Suzette Cozad - 47
Indira Das - 50
Ita Dempsey - 51
Supriya Kaur Dhaliwal - 54
Chris Everly - 55
Samuel Gregory Fields - 57
Kathy Figueroa - 58
Ross Magson Fisher - 62
Ann Fox - 64
Madhumita Ghosh - 67
Tapan Ghosh - 69
Hashmina Habeeb - 72
Tony Hansen - 75
Rob Harle - 78
Sheila-Rose
Hazelwood - 80
Alozor Michael °
lkechukwu - 85
Alan Jankowski - 90

Shahid Khan - 93
A.V. (Ampat) Koshy - 96
Elvira Lobo - 97
Basu Maan - 98
Karnika Mishra - 99
Satwik Mishra - 102
Rollie Mukherjee - 105
Shubhankar
Mukherjee - 108
JB Mulligan - 109
Anupam Naskar - 112
Mutiu Olawuyi - 113
Patricia M. Osborne - 114
Meghant Parmar - 117
Aparna Pathak - 118
Uma Goparaju
Pochamepalli - 120
David S. Pointer - 121
Diwakar Pokhriyal - 122
Reena Prasad - 125
Tapeshwar Prasad - 127
Narendra Rai - 129
Charlotte Rains - 132
Polly Robinson - 135
Rosemarie Rowley - 138
Santosh Bala Saxena - 141
Sunil Sharma - 144
Daron Chosen Smith - 147
Harish Srinivasan - 150
Bob Strum - 151
Sohrab Sumon - 154
Samah Parvin Tanusa - 15¢



Rhyme with Reason

I, Unknown Citizen
Hashmina Habeeb

|
Walked through the streets blanketed with light
And looked for treats all through the night
|
Came across a man and held out my hand
He looked through me with a face so bland.
I
Waited for his say like a blessed damsel
He walked past me to a pretty jezebel
I
Looked around to the familiar sounds"
And found deserted amidst grey hounds
I
Traipsed into a bustling bar
And searched for glances near and far
I
Looked for my likes and found a few
Walked in and waited for a cue
I
Listened to their jibes and made a start
They seemed to be lost when | said my part
I
Walked out of there missing the cashier’s stare
On the streets | heard the commotion half aware
|
Walked from there into the dark
To find my likes standing a part
I
Looked around and found new faces
Sneering and cheering in different places
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I
Walked to them to find myself a place
They looked through me to another face
I
Saw the moon had been switched on
My shadow was neither dark nor long
I
Walked and reached where | started off
A street renown for its light and show off
I
See them in numbers wanting to be longed
To vanish into the depths they thronged
I
Am unnumbered lost and never found
Forgotten by keepers and kept by a hound
I
Walked and walked thrown out of sight
Unknown in a ditch and erased outright



Ruminations of al Green Leaf
Hashmina Habeeb

Look out! there is another green leaf

A few | find waiting for a leap

The strength, weak from within and deep
Autumn is here the ground is steep

| look around to see a heap

And wait for a turn to cautiously peep
You're no longer green, you need not weep
Over what you have lost, invaluable to keep
Excogitate while you lie in the ream

A hundred years to turn into a neep
Tranquilly reproaches an elderly leaf

Or any other form your actions may reap



Poetic Creation

A word plays while the mind rages
A thought struggles and disengages
Words seek to live on blank pages
To be inscribed for all future ages

We put our waiting pens in motion
Dipped in the inkwell of creation
A sentence is birthed for the nation
A child brought to bountiful fruition

We labour to deliver a wordy child
Naked, un-swaddied, meek and mild
To present to the world our newly born
Fearful that it be greeted with scorn

Be kind, gentle readers ...

Published in Canada by Brian Wrixon Books
Burlington, Ontario, Canada (2013)

ISBN 978-1-927682-64-7






P

Editors: Dr.Madhumita Ghosh, Dr. Koshy AV, Dr. Zeenath Ibrahim & Rukhaya MK
Managing Editor: Yaseen Anwer



Poets Corner

Founder: Yaseen Anwer

Core Team:

Yaseen Anwer
Dr.Madhumita Ghosh
Nikhil Sharma

Editorial Team (English):
Dr.Madhumita Ghosh
Ashok Sawhny

- Dr. Koshy AV

Dr.Zeenath Ibrahim
Rukhaya MK

Media Team:
Dolly Singh
Nikhil Sharma
Payal Pasha

Editorial Team (Hindi):
Ashok Sawhny

Raza Amrohwi

Managing Editor:

Yaseen Anwer

Deputy Managing Editor:
Neha R Krishna

Project Coordinator:
Arnab Neogi

Supriya kaur Dhaliwal
Udita Garg

Planning Team:
Dolly Singh

Yaseen Anwer



6 Inklinks

Contents

DR. A.P.J. ABDUL KALAM.....oooicmmmmnsmsissusmisasssinssaasssssssasssssassussssssontsssssosssasssssnsssses

AARTI KHURANA ......ccccooumimrnmrinann

YN UL YT e TR ————
ABHINANDAN SRIVASTAVA .......cccovimmsrismmnsmminmssmsissssssssssssssss T ———

ABHIJEET PAUL..................

ADITYA KAKKAR ...oooorcvenn et cecsisisesisssssisss s sssnssssssssssssasssssassnssssssssas
AISHA NAMBEEN ....ooiriienincicsssiissssissiscssmsssssisssssisisssssasssesssssssssssssasissasssssasens

. ALLAN HAROLD REX .......cccoomrrvvnnnes

AMEENA SHEIKH .icisunissssssissssssssssssssssisssiisssssssnnissssssoassassssssossspsssersacsssraspasssrsansst

------------------------------

AMIT SHANKAR .......cccommmnirimninninnnn

AMIT SHEKHAR oo ess st ssss s s

ANGCEL EREDITE o oreorsormseeeseessrstsssiishisiisssssisissiuirsivomsipisssssisimsssissssss
BB UDDHA SASTIKAR o.vcsemrseesesossssessseessessssssssivsisssiiiiessisssigssasssssssassassissansvs
ANISH SATISH ..o crsossmssossnssssssssossesssssssssosssssesmssoossssssssnsusssaanbsssisssssssisissioes
DR. ANITA KAPOOR ..t

ANKITADOSHI ...

ANUPAM NASKAR ...................................................................................................

ANUPAMA DAFRE .......cooomririrnresssssssrssssssssssssssisssssssssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssses
APARNA PATHAK ...oooovoereeriiessiinssssnisessasssssssassassssssissssssssssssssssssssssssssssssisssssins
ARKAJYOTI SAMANTA.....ccoouimuscisacassssussissssmmsssssssasassssssnsssssssnesssnssassassssssssssassassansss

ARNAB NEOGI ..........ccorvmmrnnnn

ASHOK SAWHNY oot S

D ALY KOSHY oottt
BHAGYASHREE DESHMANKAR oo eseesssesssessssssssssssssssosssss s
BUSHRAALVI RAZZACK ..o sesses st B
CHAITANYA DORWAT ... \

CHAPPARBAN SAJAUDEEN NIJAMODEEN

BATI SN 6] = 1) 23 (P ——————

..............................

------------------------------

—

..............................
..............................

e 17
..............................

..............................

p—'a

..............................
..............................
..............................
..............................
..............................
wn 36
..............................
..............................
..............................
..............................
.
..............................
..............................

. 1)

..............................

14
16

18
19

23

-

26
28
30
32
34

37
39
4
42

45
47

51



294 [nklinks

DR. ZEENAT IBRAHIM

Poet, Educationist & Editor at Poets Comner
Kasaragod, India

CHANGING FACES

Which one is he...
the he in the mirror
the he in the painting or
the painter painting and panting?
The poor mirror assumes
it speaks the truth
unaware of its faint reflection
akin to a shallow critic
or an untrained shrink?
probably just a walled-in view point
of a pointless world view
reflecting only what its square eye sees,
but misses those curves, creases and colours
that lie encrypted behind those dark shades.
The he in the painting only too eager,
absorbs a counterfeit truth
adopting some shades of his own
to match a make-believe world
the inverted smile
fixes a clichéd sentiment
as a sea of emotions gush
through his creator’s veins.
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He himself a clownish art,

a tiny patch-work ig a tattered world
hanging from some invisible strings
juggling with his myriad facades
donning a dozen roles
not knowing which one is he.

THE REUNION — (A Villanelle) -

Wake up love, love never dies
Hear muffled cries in a pouhding beat
Memories trickle down my eyes.

A numbing ache beyond surmise
How dreams bow down in sad retreat
Wake up love, love never dies.
Promises of resplendent skies
Shall wait in bliss till spans complete
Memories trickle down my eyes.
My body mourns my soul’s demise
A sojourn to pass till my beloved’s greet
Wake up love, love never dies.

A celestial bond belying fleeting ties
An eternity, no metaphysical conceit
Memories trickle down my eyes.
Shed your ties and in h=aven arise
Let vows embrace for the final meet
Wake up love, love never dies
Memories trickle down my eyes.
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