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Antics of My Grand Uncle Pappan When
He Was A Mischievous Fight

striking memories from my
I childhood are the delicacies my
mother made when I came back
hungry from school and the anecdotes
she used to narrate about a bygone era.
I grew up listening to stories my mother
narrated about her childhood and her
schodl days. The dividing line between
truth and imagination would often dis-
solve as I listened to the tales spiced with
vivid details and humour. I tried to fath-
om awaorld very different from the one
was used to ina flat in Chembur in Mum-
bai (then Bombay).

My mother used to be atreasure house
of memories and even now at 83 years,
she continues to be so. From her goody
bag, she churns cut magical tales. Just
like her name, Leela, her childhood was
replete with playfulness and cheer. Dur-
ing the holid ays, she visited her maternal
grandmother. It was a sprawling house
setintwo acres. There were rows of green
and yellow coconut trees, the latter used
fortender coconut. The edgesof the field
were lined with panineer chamba trees,
a cream-coloured fleshy fruit with alight
fragrance. There were a lot of children,
who had a free run as they were not under
much supervision. The mischievous an-
tics of my mother's uncle Pappan, who
was actually much younger than her, led
to several hilarious incidents. He was
always hungry and hence was given a
special big fat glass called the vayaran
(pot-bellied) glass for tea and coffee.

An aunt, Unnicheriamma's marriage
was round the corner and the house was
bustling with activity. Dozens of tall
bunches of banana covered with straw
were kept for ripening in a big under-
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ground cellar. It had only one opening
through which smoke would be let in
twice a day to ensure that all the banan-
as ripened evenly to a golden yellow
colour. The cook, Velayudhan, came to
light the smoke and noticed alittle toe in
the corner of the cellar. Perplexed, he
stepped inside and lo behold! Eight-year-
old Pappan waslying unconsciousinside.
His pangs of hunger had led him there
in search of bananas to eat. But having
inhaled some of the smoke, he fell un-
conscious. Even such dangerous inci-

dents and the spankings that followed

HE WAS ALWAYS HUNGRY AND
HENCE WAS GIVEN A SPECIAL BIG
FAT GLASS CALLED ‘THE VAYARAN

GLASS' FOR TEA AND COFFEE

did not deter him from future adven-
tures. In several temples in Kerala, one
can see the ritual of preparing thendu, a
sweet made by the devotees themselves
with rice powder, jaggery and coconut
and wrappedina dry pala (leaf of areca-
nut plant) and baked over a fire in the
sacred temple courtyard. On the auspi-
ciousday, Velayudhantook all the ingre-
dients, including firewood, and walked
to the Kali Kulangara temple.

After a long walk, he reached the place.
The sun was setting and shadows were
lengthening whenhe turned around and
saw little Pappan behind him. With dis-
may, he realised that the search for the
little brat must have begun in full swing
back home. It was not an age of phones
and mobiles. As he could not deny the

annual religious offering to the deity, he
went about making the thendu, half-
burnt and half-cooked, his thoughts hov-
ering around the anxious search back
home for the little boy. All this commo-
tion due to Pappan's greed for thendu!

Shenoy sir used to come to the house
at sharp 7 every morning to take tuition
dasses for the children. Hailing from an
impoverished family, his frail figure
Jooked much older than his 70-odd years.
Sitting against the pillarinthe sit-out, he
would be surrounded by an army of chil-
dren of different ages. On reaching, he
would say kutti (kid), go to the kitchen
and tell your mother to bring idhi'.

The children were not keen on tuitions
during vacations, but Shenoy sir would
not miss a day. The elders felt it was a
good idea to keep the kids occupied for
three hours. One day Pappan asked She-
noy sir with a mischievous glint in his
eyes, “Do you want chocolate?” The
teacher's eyes litup at the thought of this
delicacy. But Pappan gave him a laxative,
Brukelax, which had a packing similarto
a chocolate bar. Poor Shenoy sir appar-
ently relished it.

After some time, he enquired about the
washroom, which happened to be quite
far from the house. It was only after sev-
eral trips to and from there that the el-
ders smelt something fishy. Immedi-
ately, the poor old man was given boiled
buttermilk and a eycle-rickshaw called
to ferry him home. Eventhe children felt
sorry when they saw his pale face. Nev-
ertheless, Shenoy sir reached the house
for the classes promptly the very next
morning with a smiling face.

lakshmiprdp @gmail com



Diary of a 12-year-old Girl Reveals
How She Found Her Role Model

ere is a man who used to bend
T‘!i‘own on his knees and sit across
the road, waiting for me to come
running out of school. Putting aside his
routine afternoon nap he waited with
eager eyes and a pounding heart, all
ready to hear my day’s experiences”
The ink and the pages in the old diary
/ were yellowing as it lay in her book shelf,
tucked away amongst her little trinkets
for years. Meanwhile the little one had
grown up and flown away to the United
States to make her own nest, her family.
Yet she always had a special corner in her
heart for her grandfather, lovingly she
called him ABBA. After two decades her
mother chanced upon this diary in the
midst of a cleaning spree and she couldn’t
resist taking a peek at it. Her eyes glis-
tened with tears as she went down the
memory lane. Her daughter Divya’s
simple words at 12 reflected her innocent
love and admiration for her grandfather
and the values he stood for in life.
“Born in a pretty orthodox family, he
did not have an opportunity for higher
education, but he struggled against the
odds. At a pretty young age he left his
nest in Kerala to fly ahead and reached
Bombay where he rose to great heights
with his will power and determination
alone. His systematic ways, punctuality,
and sense of responsibility were the hall-
marks of his character. Never in his life
was he late for anything... never in a
muddle and proudly I can say he is my
grandfather.”
The mother brought this precious bit
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of paper to show the old man, but it was
too late as he was on his deathbed. How
touched he would have been to know that
he was a role model and the object of
admiration for the young one.

Abba was born in an eminent Nair
tharavad in Edappally in Kerala. He was
not one to spend life enjoying the lazy
ambience at the tharavad, waiting for his
destiny. He believed that fortune favours
the brave and that man is the creator of
his own destiny. At the tender age of 17,
he set out all alone to Calcutta in search
of greener pastures. Today when I look
back, I appreciate his sheer guts to un-

dertake this journey without money,
friends and having no knowledge of Ben-
gali, Hindi or English. This young boy
with stars in his eyes chased a dream... a
dream in Calcutta, the melting pot of the
Indian Renaissance and the freedom
movement in the 1940s. .

He witnessed the patriotic fervour of
the common man, the art and aesthetics
of the Bengali culture. When communal
riots broke out, he was terrified. A kind-
hearted Muslim family gave him refuge.
Even as he was cowering near the bal-
cony, he saw the head of a Sardarji falling
down from above, dripping with blood.

All these experiences left lasting imprints
on his mind.

From Calcutta to Mumbai was a long
journey. His hard work paid off and he
climbed the ladders of success. Yet even
as he occupied positions of power, he
always had a discerning eye for the have-
nots. At office he noticed a young man
leaving with downcast eyes, on enquiring
he learnt that he is in search of any job
for survival. Quietly he did the needful.
A firm believer in the supreme power,
but he was not very religious in the con-
ventional sense, yet his heart was in the
right place. He always wanted to give a
helping hand to those who were hard-
working and fighting against the odds
such as the two teenage girls running a
small catering service without any help
from their drunkard father.

This incident set me thinking. I wonder
if such innocent and deep-rooted love
and admiration for values and grandpar-
ents is possible among the present day Y
generation? How many of us would be
lucky to receive such admiration from -
our grandchildren? Could we ever hope
for such recognition? Their role models
could range from Spiderman, cricketers,
to gorgeous beauties. Or do they have any
role models? Vyapam in MP, Chikki in
Maharashtra, Lalit Gate in Delhi... Tarun
Tejpal and R K Pachauri. Do their role
models have feet of clay? Honestly, have
we left them too many options in the
midst of the storm of scams in this gild-
ed age when everything can be bought?

' lakshmiprdp @gmail.com
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