Indeed, it is becoming

more and more evident
that there is something

fundamentally wrong with

education as we practise it.

The author takes a look at

education, past and present.

EDUCATION

WHY & WHAT?

PROY. V. MUHAMMED

Need for Education: Education is inevitable for human
beings as are food, drink and air. While the latter three
are necessary for other animals also, education is neces-
sary for man only. And for him, it Is indispensable too.
Man shares with other living belngs the stages of embryonic
development, having most of the stages like thelrs, but
when he is bom he becomes quite distinct from all others,
hanks fo education. Other iving beings have achleve-
ments In thelr flves, some of which even ‘perplex man
and surpass his own. But they achleve it without any
education. Some of them llve a wonderfull social life, but
man cannot have social life without belng educated for
it. His relationship with others of his spacies, with those of
other species and with the whole universe depends upon
his sducation. His rights ond duties, his services fo others
and the services rendered to him are all to be understood
through education only. In this, he is running the risk that
his education can be helpfut or harmful to him, while
other living belngs are quite safe from this risk,

What Is Education . Education, being essential as weil
as full of rish, we have o glve the greatest Importance
to its content. ifs purpose has to be decided first, Dr.
S. Radhakrishnan, In his famous report on University Edu-
cation says, “the purpose of educatfion, it is admitted
thinkers of the East and West, Is to provide a ccherent
picture of the universe and an Integrated way of Ife.
We must obtain through it a sense of Perspective, a
synoptic vision, a Samanwaya of the different items of

knowledge. Man cannct live by @ mass of disconnected
information... Our ancient teachers tried fo teach subjects

and Impart wisdom. Thelr ideal was wisdorm (ifan) along



with knowlsdge ¢im), Jnanam Vinana Sahitham, (See
Bhagwat Gita 1X:1).. No amount of factual information
would moke ordinary men into educated or vituous men,
unless something owakened In them an inncte cbility to
live the lifs of the soul.

“Whete Is the wisdom we have lost in knowledge?
Where is the knowledge we have iostin information?
The Cycles of Heaven in twenty Centuries

Bring us further from God and nearer 1o dust.”

{15, Eliof)

Dr. Radhakrshnan continues, “Education, according
o the indian fradition Is not merely a means 1o earning
a Inving: nor is #f only a nursery of thought or a schoo!
for citizenship. i is initiation into the life of spirt, @
training of human souls, in the pursuit of fruth and the
practice of vitue. It is a second birth, Dwitesyam
Janma'.. It Is of course tue thot we should mould
students to a pattern that is sonclioned by the Past
if the society is not fo beceme discontinuous. Education

Is a means by which soclety perpsetuates ifself. In 1852, .

Newman defined the function of the university thus: If
a practical end must be assigned to the university
course, then | say it Is training good members of soclety’.
(The scope and nature of University education). No
system of education could be directed to the wecken-
ing of e state that malntalns . But sducation is also
an instument for social change.”.

He says again, "Educedtion, 1o be complete, must be
humane, it must include not only the tralning of the
infellect, but the refirerment of the heart and the
discipline of the spirit. No education can be regarded
as complete if it neglects the heart and the spirt.
Education aims at making us into clviized human
beings conscious of our moral and socidl obligations,
We must know the world in which we live, physical,
organic and social....”

Religion and Education. Religion declares education to
be Compulsory for man. The Quranic revelahion started
with @ command 1o read ond reference fo knowledge
and education. The followers of the Quran approached
all types of scholars and travelled to distant countries for
acquliring knowledge. it has been repored that o follower
of the Prophet hand reached China as sarly as the 6th
year of Hira (in the first half of the 7th Century, Christian

Erc). The followers of religion became the torch-bearers -

of leaming in the world, acauiring knowledge from where-
ever they could and disseminating it all over the world.

k

Books In ofher languages were transiated info Arablc |
and standard books were written in Arabic on different
subjects. Some of these books were being used In the :
universiies and educational Institutions over the word'
including Europe. The 'Canon’ in medicine by ibn Sing
(Avicenna) is only one example. All these subjects were ;
studled and taught as part of the cbservance of religlon. :
Educational institutions were mostly mosques and partly |

{

the residences of teachers. Teaching and studying con- -
finued In the mosdues day and night. Prayers and studies °
were freated as equally important. This practice continued
fil the first quarter of the 20th Century. The important :
mosques of Kerala, particularly in Malabar had classes
in many subjects. The closses were known by the nclrne-,f
'Dars’. The subjects that were taught included Quron,
Hadth, Jursprudence, Arabic Language, Mathematics, ;
Arthmetic, Geometry, Asfronomy, Chemistry, Medicine, !
History, Geography, Biology efc. Knowledge was being;
viewed as an Integrated whole and it was acquired andy
imparted as a religious duty, it could give them confrol .
over the universe, enabling them material enjoyment and
providing them with a coherent picture of the universe,
a clear idea about God and o corect vision about the

"society and mutual obligafions. Thus it made them great

as well as good and the society prosperous and happy.

Change In Carmculum, There was an unforfunate da-
vaelopment in Europe which proved detrimental to educa-.
tion, The Church and the Rationalists fell out and it resuted’
in the rationalists and students of science joining hands-
and the church opposing sclence dlong with rationalisrh.
The inhuman punishments meted out to the rationalists
and scientists of the instance of the church ied them fo
shefch thelr opposition beyond the church, to religion
and Geod, spreading of athelsm was taken up os @
humanttarian mission by the rationdiists. The church which
was Infuricted by this offensive issued edicts against the
rationalist and declared even scientific truths to be heresy. |



Islam and Musims had no part in this, but could not
escope It. The Muslims became sceptical about sclence
‘and were Inclined to Join the church in opposiing Hs
theories. Though they continued their study of sclence
subjects In ‘Dars’ they lost the zeal and the conviction
_that t was part of thelr religious studles. In course of fime,
they olso became inclined to consider sclence and the
‘secular subjects’ as allen fo religlon, if not against if. The
Muslims of Malabar, the Moplahs, became the strongest
In opposing the study of secular subjects and non-Arabic.
languages, particularly English, They even develoed a
new script, Arabl-Malayalam to replace Malayalam. They

were fhe most oppressed people under the British and -

that had naturally. antagonised them, The curdculum of
‘Dars’ shrank Info Quran, Hadith, Jurisprudencs, Arabic
languoge and its allles.

Attempls for education. The Moplahs became the most
backward of all the Muslims in India. The British government
reclised the consequences of thelr backwardness and
ook measures for educating them. Reilglous Institutions
(Othu Pallis) were used to atiract children to schools. The
atternpt succeeded, though slowly. Later on, the single
teacher “Othu Pallls' developed into Madrasas with diffe-
rent classes and many teachers. The single-teacher‘Dars’
also developed parallel institutions called Arablc Colleges.
The independence of India in 1947 gave a fresh Impetus
to the Moplah Education. Many schools and colieges
came Into existence. Farook College was the first of these,
Now there are good number of schools, Arts and Sclence
colleges, Engineering. and Training colleges, and Arablc
colleges established and run by the Muslims of Kerala,
There is another aftempt also in the fleld of Moplah
education; that is to teach ‘religious’ topics In ‘Secular
institutions and “Secular” subjects In ‘religlous’ Institutions.

Still truncated and incomplete. ‘Education has not yet
become what It should be, or what # was in anclent
times. The dichotomy of -education into 'Seculor’ and
‘religious’ still exists. There can be one education only,

which Is 1o be comprehensive. The present ‘Secular edu-
cation’ provides only heaps of imformation in packets of
different kinds. This can make a man only 'Informed'.
As AN. Whitehead has asserted, "a merely well-informed
man is the most useless bore on God's earth, What we
should aim ot producing Is men who possess both culture
and expert knowledge in some special direction... it must
never be forgoften that education is not a process of
packing arficles In a trunk. Such a simile s entirely
inapplicable. 1t Is, of course a process completely of is.
own peculiar genesis. Its necrest analogue Is the assimi-
lation of food by a living organism and we all know how

_necessary fo health is polatoble food under suitable

conditions.” Simllarty, the present religlous education aims
afr giving only knowledge of the Divine scripts and allled
toplcs, limiting even the knowledge about God to the
Pages of the Scriptures.

‘Secular education’ falls to achleve what man has to
achieve through education. In the ‘words of Walter
Lippmann,” Modem education hos renounced the Idea

© that the pupll must leam to understand himself, his fellow

men and the world in which he Is fo live bound together
in an order which transcends. hls immediate needs and

his present desires.”

What Begum Anwer G. Ahmed of Pakistan said is worth
quoting in this connection. "Materlal progress relleves
man from the siruggle for the satisfaction of his basic
needs of food, clothing and shetter. This is all to the
good; but it Is af the same time necessary thot the
greater physical and rmental leisure, which comes from
the freedom from this elemental struggle, is used fo best
advantags. Therefore, It is necessary thot man's inteliectual
and splrtual growth keep with his material progress, so
that he Is enabled to develop those values that will Imure
the good and happiness of humanity.

"Here we must go back to the Prophets and the
phllosophers; It must be the function of education fo
Inform the heart and spirit as well as the mind of mon;
fo produce the skllled man, the culfivated man, the free
man, the good man - Indeed the whole man.” (Education.. by
Emmet John Hughes)

Action In this line is an urgent need of the present world,
in which education is helping fo allenate men and people
from onie ancther Instead of bringing them closer to brother-
hood, helping fo make of the loving and refined humans
defested and dreaded brutes, and producing powerful
glants who are ready to annibliate mankind - all these

-against the pleasure of God.



