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THANGAL:
A VOID NONE
CAN FILL

THE NEW

Nail Saeed, India
tells Pakistan

Express News Service
New Delhi, August 1

REJECTING Pakistan’s con-
tention that Hafiz Saeed’s
involvement in planning the

Mumbai attacks had not

been established, India on
Saturday said that enough
evidence had been provided
to Islamabad against the
chief of Jamaat-ud-Dawa, a
front for the terror group
Lashkar-e-Taiba.

A fresh document contain-
ing information sought by
Pakistan on the Mumbai at-

tack investigations was also.

handed over on Saturday to

Islamabad. Union Home

Minister P Chidambaram
said the seven-page docu-
ment (and annexure) was in
response to certain informa-
tion sought by Pakistan.
Three documents on the
Mumbai investigations have
already been submitted by
India.

Chidambaram claimed
that much of the fresh infor-
mation sought was provided

Meditate
to restore
inner peace

Policemen help an injured CRPF jawan after a firing by suspected militants, at Residency Road in Srinagar on

Saturdayy One CRPF person was k[ﬂed andrapqgherr_wash@_njure'd in the attack.
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Govt not
to bail out
private
airlines

THE government on Saturday vir-
tually ruled out any bail out for
bleeding private airlines and
warned them of appropriate ac-
tion if flight schedules were dis-
rupted, while the carriers said
they would reconsider their pro-
test decision if their difficulties
were addressed.

The government reiterated its
advice to private airlines against
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earlier, and that Pakistani
investigators would have
found answers if they had
read it carefully. He also
claimed that enough evi-
dence had been provided to
Pakistan to proceed against
Hafiz Saeed. “The investiga-
tions in Pakistan will also
throw up enough evidence,”
he said.

Pakistan’s interior minis-
ter Rehman Malik had re-
cently claimed that there
was no proof against Hafiz
Saeed, who was earlier
placed under house arrest
after Jamaat-ud-Dawa was
proscribed by the UN for its
alleged involvement in the
Mumbai attacks. Saeed was
later released by the Lahore
High Court in June, due to
lack of evidence.

Pakistan submitted a dos-
sier on July 11 detailing
progress in the investiga-
tion. The Indian response

SIT LAPSE: TERRORISTS
BECOME WITNESSES

Express News Service
Kannur, August 1

THE Special Investigation Team (SIT) of the
police investigating the terrorist case linked
with the Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) has made a
serious lapse by listing three hard core ter-
rorists - actively associated with the LeT and
its terror network - as mere wit-
nesses in the case filed in this
connection in the Thalassery Ad-
ditional Sessions Court.
According to the Thalassery-
based People’s Council for Civil
Rights (PCCR) headed by T Asa-
fal, the charge sheet filed by the
SIT headed by DySP V K Akber
in the Additional Sessions Court,
carried this flaw which is likely
to make the entire case a farce.
Interestingly, the investigating team had

in the case, going by the charge sheet filed by
the investigation team in the court.

The gist of the terrorist case was that 23
Kerala youths, in association with the mili-
tant organisation LeT, worked together in a
Kashmir forest and participated in a training
camp, conspired to wage war against India
and recruited youths to Kashmir for militant
training.

Four of them, Yasin, Fayas,
Shakeer and Fayis, died in en-
counters with the Army in Oc-
tober last year. The SIT headed
by Akber had charged 23 people
under various provision of the
Unlawful Activities (Preven-
tion) Act 1967 and under Section
120(B), 121, 121A, 124A, 465, 471
of the IPC. The police recorded
the statements of Fias Ahmed, Sajjad Ahmed
Roshi and Shabeer Ahmed, which revealed
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Pakistan. Opposition parties
felt that the PM’s joint state-

recorded the statements of the three hard
core LeT terrorists, Fias Ahmed, Sajjad
Ahmed Roshi and Shabeer Ahmed under Sec-
tion 161 of the Criminal Procedure Code dur-

that they had worked urider the LeT and had
actively participated in the training camp of
the LeT in the Kashmir forest imparting
training to seven Pakistanis, five Keralites

missing’ cases.

evils like suicides, alcoholism
and dowry deaths. Another
worrying trend may be added
to this list: the growing ‘man

According to the report of
Criminal Intelligence Gazette
of Kerala Police, the number
of persons reported missing
this year is 173, which includes
51 men and 122 women. Where
have these persons gone? Many
might have left home because
of family problems and some

cases.

What is more alarming is the
place from where they are
missing. Police sources say
that nearly 75 pc were reported
missing from their own homes.
Where they have vanished is
yet to be answered. While a few
of the missing cases were re-
ported when the persons were
on their way to temple, work
and hospital, the exact location
from where they were missing
could not be identified in some

the total absconding are teen-
agers. While 51 of the missing,
including 36 women and 15
men, were in the 20-29 age
group, those in the 30-39 age
group include 12 women and 15
men.

Middle-aged persons also
constitute a major portion. Of
the 173 cases reported from
2009 March to June, 48 belong
to the 40-plus group. Nearly 50
pc are aged over 55. While it is
alleged that many in the be-

ment had given too much to ing the course of the investigation. They and three Kashmiris.

Islamabad. figure as witnesses number 147, 148 and 149 See also P6

Myst f the missing Keralites

KM §ree | ENS might have landed in various Missing persons belong to all low-30 group willingly left their

Kozhikode, August 1 rackets or worse, in the hands age groups, though there are homes, the cases of the elderly
of anti-nationals. There seems small variations in the number. throws a question mark on the

KERALA leads in many social to be no convincing answer. The report says that 28 out of attitude of the present genera-

tion towards their parents.

The maximum cases are
from Thiruvananthapuram
(24). The numbers in the other
districts are: Kollam 20;
Pathanamthitta 19; Kottayam
12; Idukki 14; Kasargod 8; Kan-
nur 14; Kozhikode 11; Palakkad
2; Thrissur 22 and Ernakulam
19. Fewer cases are reported
from Wayanad (1), Malappuram
(3) and Alappuzha (1), as per
the report in the Criminal In-
telligence Gazette.

Buta'Singh may be questioned in the
Rs. 1 crore bribery case in which his
son Sarobjit has been arrested. “If
necessary we will. No decision has
been taken on it yet. We will go by
the law,” (BI Director Ashwani Kumar
told reporters here on being asked
whether the investigating agency will
question Buta Singh, chairman of the
national commission for scheduled
castes«p,m

River breach .

Patna: Around one lakh people were
affected as the swollen Bagmati
breached its embankment near
Tajpur in Bihar’s Sitamarhi district on
Satruday prompting Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar to order a high-level
probe into the breach and
deployment of national disaster
response force personnel. e

Communal clashes

Lahore: Three persons were killed and
several others injured on Saturday
when police opened fire to quell
clashes between Muslims and the
minority Christian community in
Pakistan’s Punjab province

following the alleged desecration

of Quran.rti

Interception test

Washington: US has successfully
carried out a missile interception test
with its state of the art Aegis ballistic
missile defence system over the
Pacific sea near Hawaii island, amidst
a standoff with North Korea over
Pyongyang’s clandestine nuclear and
missile programmesx et
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Will Pak now act on evi-
dence against Lashkar
chief Hafiz Saced?

SMS <NIEP Y/N> TO 54646
YESTERDAY'S RESULT: Are private
airlines justified in suspending
flights?
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suspending operations on August
18, Civil Aviation Minister Praful
Patel said in a statement.

Maintaining that state taxes on
Aviation Turbine Fuel (ATF) had
been an issue even before several
present carriers came into exis-
tence, he said that the government
could not be expected to extend
financial help to loss-making pri-
vate carriers.

Patel, who appealed to private
carriers to negotiate, also said the
Directorate General of Civil Avia-

tion (DGCA) could take appropri-
ate action under its regulatory
powers to protect passengers' in-
terests.

The DGCA also sent a notice to
the private airlines telling them
that their decision to suspend
flights for a day would inconve-
nience the travelling public and
referred to provisions in the law
that required them to take some
steps in that event.

The regulatory body asked them
to confirm within 48 hours wheth-

er they would abide by the rules
that require the carriers to inform
the DGCA about the cancellation
of flights and the immediate re-
fund of tickets to passengers.

In the wake of the government's
tough postures the Federation of
Indian Airlines (FIA), the umbrel-
la body of Indian carriers, said
they would only be happy to enter
discussions with the government
and reconsider their unanimous
decision to suspend operations on
August 18, if their difficulties

were addressed.

The FIA in a statement said
their decision to suspend flights
had been grossly misunderstood,
adding that it was neither a threat,
nor blackmail, nor a desire to
pressurise.

It said the protest was not in-
tended to cause deliberate incon-
venience to passengers but was
only for fair treatment.

"It is emphatically denied that
member airlines are seeking any
charity or bailout from the Gov-

ernment of India," it said.

Citing the high incidence of
taxation on ATF and. airport
charges, the FIA said, in the dif-
ficult operating environment the
airlines were asking for the cre-
ation of a level playing field by
reducing these costs.

The airlines body said’it only
wished to emphasise that they
would be unable to continue op-
erations and like every other in-
dustry their industry should be
viable and sustainable.
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PANAKKAD Syed Mohammadali Shihab
Thangal is leaving behind an unfulfilled dream.
Even when he was not keeping well, Thangal
was active in discussions to bring all the war-
ring Muslim factions under one umbrella.
Though a leader of just one faction of the
Sunnis, Thangal commanded respect from all
sections of the community. He was the Quazi
of more than a hundred mahals in North Ker-
ala. It was the presence of Thangal that gave
credibility to P K Kunhalikutty’s move to unify
the Sunnis. There were many moves from the
IUML to get closer to the Kanthapuram faction,
who considered close to the CPM and “dead
against” the IUML. :
Many of IUML’s attempts to woo Kan-
thapuram did not succeed because of opposi-
tion from the E K faction. [IUML national pres-
ident E Ahmed even had to face the wrath of
the E K Sunnis for attending a programme or-
ganised by Kanthapuram at his Makazu
Ssaquafathi Ssunniyya early this year. But all
the opposition came to a halt when Thangal
himself gave a call for Muslim unity.
Thangal’s presence also guaranteed that the
community was not carried away by the vit-
rolics of short-sighted elements among the
Muslims. Kerala owes much to Thangal for pre-
venting the state from going the North Indian
way. His stoic face betrayed no twitch of unease
when even stalwarts like Ebrahim Suleiman
Sait left the party, branding the IUML as power-

EXPRESS

IUML leaders P K Kunhallkutty and P V Abdul Wahab MP paying tributes to Mohammadali Shihab Thangal

at his ancestral home in Panakkad on Saturday

hungry. He was not ready to change the party’s
course when the extremist elements posed an
open challenge because he was quite convinced
of his position on issues. Thangal did not lose
his poise even when the IUML citadels in
Malappuram crumbled in the last Assembly

elections. He vowed to bring his party back to
its glory -- and he did in the Lok Sabha polls. It
would be difficult for the IUML to find a worthy
successor because there aren’t many in the
party who would be acceptable the way he was
to even those who did not agree with ITUML.

The Affable Peacekeeper of Panakkad

view Muslims as persons - Roland

e Miller (Muslim Friends).
. Easier, because you live closer to
. the Muslim than even before. Harder,
because it is more difficult than be-
fore to overcome the politically rein-
forced stereotype of your Muslim
~neighbour as the other. The impor-
“tance of Syed Muhammad Ali Shihab
“Thangal for Kerala is here. He may
-not be your ideal public figure, spiri-

“tual leader, but you trust him.
Shihab Thangal, the public figure
~'who has just completed an eventful
“quarter century in quiet stewardship
“of the Indian Union Muslim League,
arguably the one remaining main-
~+»aam narliamentary pohtlcal party

SLAant

IT is now both easier and harder to

the truly Islamic sense of a peace-
keeper to his people, as the Muslim
phrase of everyday greeting ‘Assala-
mu Alaikum’ thoughtfully evokes.
‘Peace be unto you.’

In a democracy you really don t
fancy anyone holding any office for
that length of time and especially if

that office has come his or her way by

way of some birthright. But in the
case of Shihab Thangal who was re-
luctant to take over the parties reins
from his father PMSA Pookoya
Thangal and has worn his political
mantle so lightly, you tend to forgive.
For you know that the price you pay
for peace in such trying times is never
too high.

This is not the place or the time to

discuss if his own party would have
'~ wanlnnlitik

had in the past more charismatic su-
premos. Shihab Thangal’s own father-
in-law Syed Abdul Rahman Bafaqi
Thangal was one. But the party never
had anyone with Shihab Thangal’s
natural Sufi grace and charm and a
cool head over the shoulders wit that
has given Kerala a quarter century of
relative communal calm. Whether the
Muslim League is still communal or

not, is only a matter of detail.
Shihab Thangal has a doctorate in
religion from Cairo’s Al Azhar Uni-
versity. But his success with his reli-
gion rests less on scholarship than on
the spiritual aura that goes with
Thangal title. The Thangals, like
Sayyeds in the North, trace their lin-
eage to the Prophet’s family. Religion
and family no doubt play a part in the
Thangal mysthue as his detractors
-~ 3ti5c'alen'a fact

that that Shihab Thangal in his full-

sleeved shirt and mundu and black
furcap has succeeded where more tra-
ditional religios in their awesome
head wraps and full flowing robes has
failed.

Even if the Thangal mystique were
to explain his spell over the Mappilas,
the mystery of his undisputed appeal
as a friend of non-Muslims would re-
main unanswered. As in the case of
the late C H Muhammad Koya, the
non-Muslim is able to sense a person-
al sincerity in his ways even when
they are not ready to trust his party.
Thus, like the unassuming comma in
a sentence, Shihab Thangal both con-
nects and separates Kerala’s Muslim
milieu and the world; as delicately as
he blends in himself the best of Is-
lamic, Indian and Malayali identi-
ties.

The religion that Shihab Thangal
practises is down-to-earth as his poli-
tics with its sound expediency and a
firm commitment to personal word of
honour.

His Kodappanakkal ancestral home
in Panakkad in Malappuram on a
Tuesday or Saturday is evidence of
that. It is only daybreak and the court-
yard of already full of ordinary men
and women waiting to unburden heir
everyday woes to the Thangal seek his

intercession, advice and wise counsel. .

In his prayer to Allah they seem to
find their solace, in his justice, satis-
faction. There could be no better po-
litical education for any leader than
this intimate knowledge of the grav-
est and most trivial goings on in the
domestic life of the poor.
(Remembrance: From the archives
of the Express/2001)
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BODY TO BE LAID
TO REST TODAY

Kozhikode, August 1

INDIAN Union Muslim League (IUML) state
president and unchallenged leader of the
Muslim community in Kerala, Panakkad
Syed Muhammadali Shihab Thangal d1ed
here on Saturday night. He was 73.
Thangal, who was suffering from various
ailments, was admitted to a private hospital
in Malappuram at 3 a.m. after he developed
uneasiness and collapsed at his residence.
He breathed his last at 8.45 p.m. due to car-
diac arrest. He is survived by sons Syed
Basheer Ali Shihab

Thangal and Syed Mu- The
nawarali Shihab Thangal 2

and three daughters. His last rites
wife Shareefa Fathima Bee- will l)O
vi died two years ago. The held at

late Panakkad Syed Umar-
ali Shihab Thangal, Syed
Hyderali Shihab Thangal
and Syed Sadiq Ali Shihab Thangal are his
brothers. He belongs to the Syed family,
which has its roots in Yemen.

The body of the leader was taken to his
ancestral house, Kodappanakkal. The last
rites will be held on Sunday at 3 p.m. Born
in 1936, Thangal did his studies at the fa-
mous Al Azar University in.Cairo in Egypt.
After post-graduation in Arabic literature,
he returned to Kerala in 1965. He took the
reins of the party in 1975 from his father
Syed PSMA Pookoya Thangal. He continued
in the post of state president of his party:

3 p.m.
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. He always upheld
the secular spirit
and won the love
ople cutting

Cross party
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