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AT THE PERIPHERY

| stared at Chaliyaras the bus sped along the span this viaduct is not an unfamiliar
one. Built in 1883, the old bridge at Feroke is a reminder of a conquest by the Union Jack
that spreads in the annals of history and diffuses on to the present. Tippu,s Farookabad
now Feroke on the banks of Chaliyar, is an industrial hub. Among the many buses stationed
at the bus stand, one board announced my destination. Caught in a tide of commonfolk, |
said to the man in uniform “Farook College”

The only first grade college in Central Malabar at the time of its inception, Farook
College, a name commemorative of Khalifa Uimar Al Farook and Tipp Sultan’s Farookabad
was declared open on August 12, 1948,

The bus took a ‘u’ turn, it was the last stop. | stepped out in front of Raja Gate. Many
had walked past that corridor, some in their pursuit to form an identity, some whose
resonance echo the revival of spring and yet others who stay on to absorb the hues that
they have spilled in the compus,




We dream and then we walk to realise those dreams. Years post sitting on an arm-|

chair, at the verge of a fairytale, this journey of life become moments to Cherish. !

While we knocked at the small doors of a big house, my mind drew the portrait of a
Principal; tall, thin, inquisitive eyes that stares at you thought spectacles misplaced upon
the nose Former Principal of Farook College, K.A. Jaleel Sir was as we had imagined him to
be but the, Shakespere’s second childhood had applied pancakes upon this man of eighty
eight. His alto had the aging physic. He greeted us as we were travellrs from the archaic
olden day who had come to remind him of an age experienced. His words and observations
about life commanded respect years of profession and the monotonous retired life ** had
chiseled emotions, expressions and experiences onto this life . His shared his past with
the present A native of Ernakulam, he completed his graduation from Kerala and there-
upon went to Tamil Nadu to make a living.

“It was difficult to initiate a self reliant existence”- He says .

When he joined farook College, he met with problems of transportion till 1951, he
was a frequent vistor to his ancestral house. In 1951he owned a house and become a part
of Farooke College forever.

Now a days, because of poor health, he find it difficult to take a walk outdoor. He|
cited that we should change our attitude with passing years. During his time, there were
Only limited opportunities to procure a govt service. His friends have parted. WE felt the
melachonv strain of solitude.
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Someone rang the bell; it was his old student, an clement of the past. We took lea
| for a teacher and a student to ride back on the string of memories.

Jaleel Sir is a venerable person and his neighbour, enthusiastic and energe
.U.Muhammed sir and his sweet flowering plants greeted us with pleasure Sir had spent
years of his life in the College compus,3 year as a student of B.A Mathematics an
teacher afterwards.

As the leaves shedded from the tree of time, mathematics has become a sciet
rather an arts subject. He worked in Central Secrctariat, New Delhi for 10 years befi
joining Farook College Education sector in 20th century was not this advanced a
Mr.U.Muhammed rooled at Areacode had to avoid the suggestions of 20th century was
this advanced and Mr.U.Muhammed rooled at Areacode had to avoid the suggestions
may , not to fall in the grave of such a profession where there is neither pension t
gratuity. But his passion towards teaching paved his way to Farook College and this add
upto the prosperity of Farookabad . This decision never made him regret.

He was a student to Jaleel SirTransformations from being collegues to have ended
in the rare meeting during an evening walk to ‘paruthipara’ and the wore out footsteps
peers flashed on his face as if a girl is screaming for her lost love.

A person very fond of books was experieng the change in educational field from 2(
. i‘to 21st century. Before the introduction of higher secondary, Pre-degree was more dis
2 pline oriented, he recollects. girls were permitted to acquire admission in college oi




after 12 years of esstablishment of Farook College. lillthen the only lady to the college was
the milk maid of North East hostel. Greater discordance arrive as the girls prove to be a
majority today. Jurning over the pages of book of life at Farook College, the images of
college premises seems empty.

We descended the steps with dense trees on either sides to knock a four streaked
door. Gopinathan sir invited us in. His face taught us that the signs of old age are the
alfluents of long and deep experiences. Thought we cannot control the lenght of out life, we
can mould its bredth and depth; his appearance reminded

Swinging back on the rope of memories, he reached the stable of ‘Moonnilakam’ The
foundation stone of a very reputed college in South India is laid in the underfoot of a cattle
shd!! Under the supremacy of first Principal Mr.Sayed Moideen Shah, with the help of
many weaithy and alfiuent residers of Chungam, the college present poshition where thre
borne only acres of casew plantation and on old temple. the first building Farook College
had only the size of present Abussabah Library Complex.

Mr. Gopinathan was professor of Bsc. Mathematics since 1952. The college acquired
many fecilities soon after it eatablishmen. For him, College never means many building
beavtifully, but a place for developing all types of inbon and acguired skills of a student.

“1love tennis rother than ***. | was a champion for 17 years. New generation has no
interest towards tenni. They just love spending house hearing cricket commentaries and
do they play?? Never...?? he leughts
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When we expressed our covetousng
to the unripen mangoes in his orchard,
asked, “how can you live without trees?

“Retired life is very interesting in t
sense that you have no serious works
do.You can spare thime in the things y
love and | love singtseeing” He sail.

The only transport vehicle Farg
College a van type bus during the 195
‘JANAKI RAM MOTORS’, has now left the pl
form, paving the way for many to play th
roles in moulding.

When he was asked about his frier
and collegues, with a faded sm
Gopinathan Sir anwered that his friends
left to merge with their desting

The aura radiated rays of divinty.

Andrew sir was short, with his ne:
combed hair. Heoppeared belor us in wk
clothes. His house which stood near !
Temple alluring. When he opened the dc
we came acroos a number of photogra|
hung across the bredth of the room. Thi
snapshots of the past fits into the fact"
memories mean a lot to this being wh
rowing to wards the blazing horizon.

Andrews Sir joined Ferook Collegt
1953. Before joining this institution,
worked in Allepey

St. Joseph’s College Devagiri. It \
Jaleel Sir who brought him here. Andr¢
Sir evoked nostalgia in his speaking. He 1

ollected the old college building and
fence wood that surrounded the colleg
was he who designed the starshoj
foutain in front of the college. He recogni
! Jaleel Sir agood administrator Alove

ooks, he has got a collection of writinas that descened from the course of thim. He gaw
Copy his autobiography “First Person.” His innocence somewhere hidden in this colle
one the parements in the Farookian villege, created and maintained by the scho

of Farookebad, we met Aboobacker Hajee. Aboobacker Hajee owned and managed
Cnteen thajched wth palm leaves when Mr. Pasha was the Principal. The self sen




system and token system commenced during the 1966, is in praclice till date.

Can we ever imagine a tea for 6 paise and meals for 12 paise. Butthere are many who
could enjoy this privilege at Farook College. The Former Principal Mr. A. Kutty Alikutty,
present principal, Mr. Imbichkoya, MrYousuf Ali(Dept of Eco), Mrs. Zuhara(HOD-Chemis-
try), Mr.Siraj (HOD,Computer Saience) are a few among them who had changed their role
from being listerners to become speakes.

A multitude grown and rooted beyond the circumference of Farook College, have
found their place in the antecedents. Their name will be revealed to those who vouch for
the history of Farookabad.

We wre slowly realising that their foutsteps are carved so deeply in each sand
granulrs of Farook College thatthecorridors breath there reminiscence each time the breeze
blows.

The narrow paths thought which Janaki Ram Motors played hide and seek has widen
to the amending wares from the great sea of knowledge-Farook college and its premises-
AFarookion Village
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P. Muhammad Rasheed

Dept of Economices, Farook College.

"Proverty is not just a matter ot being relatively
oorer then others, but of not having basic
pportunitie of material a being, the failure

o have ceatain minimum capabilities”
Dr. Amartya Sen
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“ And so it was | entered the broken world
to trace the visionary company of love, its voice
An instant in the wind (I know not whither hurled)

But not for long to hold each desperate choice”

“The Broken Tower” by Hart Crane Campus is the storehouse of energy, dreams,
aspiration, revolutions. It’s a 24 hour factory where the workers, supervisors and
managers are trapped in the two-dimensional frame of space and time. Nostalgia “.5
thus the dominant feeling an associate has for this temple of knowledge and educar
tion.

College life is a celebration of the youthfulness exploring one’s potential as well
as the coming of age where students recogise that they are responsible aduits of
society. Its here that we equip one selves with life skills to conquer the world Compus
always is evalnated in retrospecction and Nostalgia replaces the sometimes living of
college Days. His-story of man often contains numerous payes on College Life only
because then he was the King of his Dream Land(College)

But now colleges are frozen. Its winter time. Campus buzzes with life at nine ¢
clock in the morning but that ends at 9.10 am which is the ultimatum for entering
classrooms. Semesterisation of the grauation and post graduation courses and
continous Evaluation method have brought much change in Cellege Life. It has brought



Exams followed by more external and internal exams, deprived students of the
free time and exploits only the memory proves and patience of students.

College was never a bitter experience for the past generation as they enjoye
life there to grow up to attain adulthood. But the stifling college education syster
now is producing veining school children instead of aduts who are responsible t
society. The campus (the trees, the birds chirping an trees, college ground, car
teen, library, the sun and each every twig of natural world) a waits in door classes
the military discipline and the academic calender is so structured that it ensures th
students to be eternal students by learning heart books on exam eve to reproduc
lon paper.

Students never turn up to be true in this atmosphere for the fear of enragin
the authority or there teachers. They never let lose the hushed up feeling.Campu
will be fragmented meemory of depressions and mind shocks, “a broken tower” fa
a new generation student. They lose their dreams, hopes and love for life toend u
as introverts living in their shells of fragmented memories.

Arts fest, cultural activities and sports event are the only exceptional celebra
tions where students mingle to dissolve their ego. There activities enhance thei
team spirit and the feasting and wirth can bring in the community feeling. Compuse
should develop as active debate centres whene students are exposed to contempo
rary issues. ‘Ego’ shuold be dissolved and should feel that this is an opportunity ti
express their potential.

After every winter, there is a spring Campus can be lively again with activities
Its always happening.




‘0’- zero is not hollow
But pregnant now...

Atatime

She was worthless
Without ‘1’ behind her
And those digits made her
Incomplete and silent.

But now
She is pregnant with

Talents

Courage

Intelligence

She is happy

With cuts movements
From her ripened belly.

But

What to do?

To the word

She is just a ‘Muted hollow’




Is there Peace
Anywhere?

Is there peace anywhere?
Only battles and wars everywhere!

Lives lost, follow beings homeless
b'coz they were careless

Of their home their earth

Not giving it half a penny’s worth

Minds of human beings ferry away

To catch their grccds far away

But why the earth to be treated like a knight
In a battle that never lasts a day or a night
Our poor feathered- friends in lages
famished for no wages

After all these chaos are bound

There still arises a question in my mind

Is there peace anywhere?

Only battles and wars everywhere.




Nadeen Nizar
Ist B.A. English

As autumn faded away and winter set in,
| walked in the forest, crying within
Thoughts pasts deeds overflowed my mind,
The pain it left in its trail numbed my mind
Oh! God, | pray for guiddnce
To make me a person of valuable substance
To make me a teader who leads all
Who brightens up the life of big and small.

Make me a spark in the ignorant dark
Let my speech be sweet like that of a lark
Make me a helping hand that guides though confusion
for silent tears of the older gcneration.

Let me be a shining star in the ignorant dark
Let me turn their live into days, sunny and stark
Let me be a spring of knowledge in this arid land

Make my words revolutionary, but none to offend.




| She who opeﬁ a'
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Life is a thirsty dessert

where tear drops quie imefert
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like a mirror of the heart

e

my eyes reject the pain

they shine and glitter with beauty

as tear drops appear again
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In the long journey
of my life
| sew you
like a full moon
In the blue sky
of they heart
stans of my dreams
when | was unbeared
lay the heat of sun
your cool shadow
only was my relief
when the raindrops
fell of me
you motected me
under-yo‘u umbrella
oh my dear friend
you game me all years
| only have to return you

is my pure love




One object you never see - You catch its image in all places
Like a sudden pool of clear water, by
the road

By abrupt chance, they become your
moments of truth

Unprepared moments are always the
moments of folly

Mirrors in the hearts are ever more
Cracks are noticed, but only across the  precious
face

Even when you look at it
is the mirror;

You see the reflection, beauty or
beastliness

But never the truthful reflecor
If remains invisible to the eye;

o Then the unmoving mirrors on the well
The mirror is never judged bad-looking | ot there be more, and let the bath the
world
In the light caught from their mutual
reflections. - L




Prajna
M.A. English
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