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THE SILENCE OF
THE LAMBS:
an appreciation

Seven Oscar nominations, five Oscar; best picture,
best director, best screen play, best actor and best
actress, box office success and its effect was so
enormous that two more films followed with the some
central character Dr. Hannibal lecter, portrayed by
Anthony Hoplains. These films are ‘Hannibal’(2001) and |
‘Red dragon’(1991) The movie involved an unusual |
theme told in an unusual manner.

‘The Silence of the lambs’ is the story of clarice
starting, the FBI trainee played by Jodie foster who is
in hunt for Buffalo bill, a serial killer who abducts the
daughter of US senetor. Dr. Hannibal lecter lurks in at
the heart of the story when clarice approach him for
help. Dr. Lecter is a prisoner under maximum security
and his “entrance” is unforgettable: After Clarice
descends several flights of start and planning through
several doors and gates. The camera focuses her flight
as she first sees Lecter in his cell. He is so still standing
erect at relaxed attention, in his prison suit, he looks
like a waxwork of himself, on her next visit, he is erect
and then slightly recoils, and then opens his mouth.

The idea of Clarice was to persuade Dr. Lecter aid
her in the search of Bill. Since Dr. Lecter was also a
serial killer and a cannibal, also a scholar in psychology.
But Dr. Lecter had other plans; he made her to speak




likable because he likes Clarice
and helps her. Hopkins
performance has much less screen
time than foster’s but it made an
everlasting impression as
audiances

of her part and made the prison management to act
according to his wills through the request of the senator
whose child was abducted.

Both Clarice and Dr. Lecter succeed in their intentions
: Clarice kills Buffalo Bill and saves the child. But Dr.
Lecter escapes from the prison in a rather “bloody” way
and in the end he is seen

Congradulating Clarice through phone from an
unknown tourist spot or some island where after hanging
up the phone, he follows the greedy Jail warden who,
for financial gain made suffer Dr. Lecter.

The fundamental difference between the ‘Silence of
the lambs’ and its sequels, is that, the former is
frightening, involving and disturbing, while the Lecter
were mere by disturbing. It is easy enough to construct a
geek show if you start with a cannibal. The Secret of
‘Silence’ is that it doesn’t start with the cannibal - It
arrives at him, through the eyes and mind of a young FBI
agent, Clarice. Dr. Hannibal Lecter is a wild creature,
but some how has a cikable presence - likable because
he likes Clarice and helps her. Hopkins performance has
much less screen time than foster’s but it made an
everlasting impression as audiances.

One key to the film’s appeal is that audiances like
Hannibal lecter. That’s partly because he likes Clarice
and they sence he would not hurt her and also because
Hopkins in a still, sly way, brings such wit and style to
the character. He may be a cannibal, but he would give
value for money he does not bore, he likes to amuse, he
has his standards and he is the smartest person in the




movie. He also bears comparison, indeed with
other movie mosters as ‘Nosteratu’, ‘Frankan
stein’, ‘Kingkong’ and ‘Norman Bates of
Psycho’. They have a thing in common. They
behave according to their innerself, and are
misunderstood.

Foster’s Clarice is not only an orphan but a
disadvantaged back woods girls who worked
hard to get where she is and is less self
confident than she pretends. Noticing the nail
polish on one of Bill’s victims, she says that
the girl is from “town”, a word used only by
some one who is not from town. Both Clarice
and Dr. Lecter feels that they are excluded from
the society by a common consent- from their
own words They want “to inhibit”. Both share
similar childhood wounds. Lecter is touched
when he learns that Clarice lost both her
parents at an early age, and was essentially
an unloved orphan.

The movie’s sound track also carries themes
all the way through. There are exhalatrons and

sighs at many points as when the cocoon of _

the gypsy is taken from the throat of Bill’s first
victim. There are rumblings and far a way cries
and laments almost too low to be heard, at
critical points. Howar Shore’s mournful music

There are
exhalatrons and
sighs at many
points as when
the cocoon of
the gypsy is
taken from the
throat of Bill’s
first victim

. will say we’re in love” lecter cackles.

sets a funeral tone. When the sound track wan
to create terror, as when Clarice is in Bill
basement, it mixes her frightened painting wit
the sound of Bill’s heavy breathing and th
screams of the captive girl - and then adds th
dog’s barking, which psychologically works a
a deeper level than anything else. Thus it add
those green goggles so he can see her in th
dark. ‘

All of these qualities might not be enouf
to assume the longivity of “Silence......" of
were not also truly frightening. We a
frightened because of the film’s cley
manipulation of story and for better reasor
we like Clarice identify with her, and fear
her, just like Dr. Lecter. |

The popularity of Jonathan Demme’s mc
is likely to last long as there is market for he
scared, like Nostevatu, Psycho and Hallowe
It illustrates that the best thrillers are at
age. Fear is the universal emotion and at
less one. But ‘the Silence of the lambs’ is
merely a thril show. It is also about ther
memmorable characters in movie hist
Clarice starving and Dr. Hannibal lecter,
their strange, strained relationship - “Pe
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