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Lakshadweep

at a glance

NISAMUDHEEN M.B.
11 B.Sc. CS

AZEEZ UR RAHMAN
11l B.Com.

THE ENCHANTING CORAL ISLANDS IN THE
ARABIAN SEA, CONSTITUTING THE SMALLEST
UNION TERRITORY IN INDIA, WERE CALLED AS
LACCADIVES OR LAKSHADWEEP. The territory was
officially named Lakshadweep only from 1% November
1973. itis probably from the fact that it lies directly in the
trade route that its name is derived. These islands were
alandmark for navigators during the days of sailing ships
and that was probably the reason why they were known
as Lakshadweep. Kavaratti is the headquarters of the
U.T. Administration. :

LOCATION, AREA & POPULATION
The islands are irregularly scattered in the Arabian

Sea between 8° and 12°30' north latitude and between -

71° and 74° east longitude. There are in all 36 islands
only 10 islands are inhabited, Which are away from
Kozhikode by about 200 to 400 Kilometers. Otherislands
are small and exist as satellites of the inhabited islands.

These islands cover a geographical area of 32 Sq.
Km with a populatioin of 60590 according to the 2001
census. Decade growth rate from 1991 to 2001 is 14.12%
with sex ratio 1000 males and 1057 females.

LANGUAGE
According to the 1971 census, 10 languages specified

_in the eight schedule of the constitution of India are

spoken in the Union Territory as mother tongue. Of these

- 10 languages, Malayalam is predominant and is spoken
as the mother tongue by 84% of the total population.

Malayalam is the mother tongue of the local people except
those in Minicoy who speak the Mahl language. Those
who have languages other than Malayalam and Mahl as
their mother tongue are negligible. Mabhl, the language
spoken by the people of Minicoy, is the language of
Maldives. It has the script of its own which is written
from right to left as in the case of Arabic. The alphabets
of the language have 24 letters.

EDUCATION

Education in the islands in earlier periods was
confined to the teaching of 'Quran' and the elements of
Islamic theology in religious schools attached to the
Mosques. In these schools called Madrasas, the
Malayalam language was also taught in Arabic script.

General education now includes education from the
nursery to the University stage. There has been an
enormous expansion of education after 1957. Till recently
there was no University education in the territory and the
students had to depend on mainland institutions for their
higher education. After the inaguration of JN College in
Kadmath and MG College in Androth, students got the
opportunity to study upto Pre-degree (Plus Two) in the
island. These colleges were affiliated to the Calicut
University.

However, till now there were no facilities in the island
for University education after the Plus Two stage.
Arrangements are made by government to secure seats
in the various institutions in the mainland for the students
passing out from island schools and colleges and their
expenses are met by government.

By the passage of decades the graph showing the
literacy rate of the islands goes up. According to 2001
census the literacy rate is 87. 52%

PLACES OF INTEREST.

Bangram, Minicoy, Kadmat, Kalpeni & Kavaratti were
the important places of interest in the Lakshadweep. The
uninhabited island near Agatti called Bangaram is a
bewitchingly beautiful and breathtaking island in the
territory that has been ranked among the best greenary
of the world. A shallow lagoon enclosed by corai reef
surrounds it. Minicoy is the southern most island,
crescent shaped and has one of the largest lagoons.
Viringili is the small island that can be seen on the south
has an excellent view. The Lighthouse of the island is




one of the oldest and was constructed under the British
government in 1885. Kadmat has a very large lagoon
on the western side with abundant coral growth. Long
sandy beaches and excellent water sport facilities are
the stellar attractions here. The scuba diving centre i
the island has become an attraction for water - spor
enthusiasts. Kalpeni is known for its scenic beauty ang
the small island called Tilakkam and Pitti and ar
uninhabited island on the north called Cheriyam. Th
beautiful calm lagoon of Kavaratti forms and ideal spt
for water sport, swimming and basking on warm san
beaches. The Dolphin dive center is another attractic
for water sports enthusiasts here.
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