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haris.k.
third BA english

"Campus;
The Hearthrob of Youth

“All our knowledge brings us to our ignorance” -
T.S.Eliot

%are extremely fortunate to have lush green cam-
puses with us to suck the dew of wisdom. As it is
generally agreed, Campus is an Eden for those but-
terflies who have ruptured the hard shells of school
life. With total abandon, they would like to enjoy the
carte blanche of adolescence to enlighten their hearts
and warm their minds. Breaking the chains of re-
straints and restrictions has always been a thrilling
experience for these teenagers.

Campus life furnishes one of the notable vicissitudes
in the long span of human life, and it plays a decisive
role in shaping the personality of an individual. It
must not be neglected that parents have a lion's share
in enriching the character of a man. An individual
procures most of the traits of his personality from his
childhood. But when he leaves behind his child hood,
his teachers enter into their task of moulding his char-
acter; and gradually they begin to replace parents in
this significant task. Thus the character of an indi-
vidual is mostly moulded in the smithy of campus by
the smith called "teacher” It is often said that a cam-




pus can make a bad one worse and a good one better.In
a nutshell a short span of life spent on a vital campus
can necessarily exert a bonafide influence upon the
personality of a person.

But now this splendid picture has entirely
given way to pathetic portrait. It is a tedious toil of a
brave man to try to picturise the present day campus.
As all of us know, the student life is the blending of
vigorous youth and the vitality of knowledge.So ev-
erybody pins their hopes on student community. But it
is a pity that most of the present campuses are injuri-
ous to the healthy growth of the multi faced develop-
ment of students.

On these campuses, the bed rock principles
of society°like, discipline, and obedience, are targets
of ridicule. No care for charity and integrity. There is
neither honesty nor purity in life. A Platonic love has
longbeen alienated to our modern campuses. If one's
purse is jingling, one will be loved by a victim of con-
sumerism which has spread even to the heart and mind
of campus love.

If our campuses used to come alive with cre-
ative discussions two decades ago, now it has been re-
placed by the lucrative advancement in the field of in-
formation technology. The invasion of interest has
impoverished the student community to some extent.
Knowingly or unknowingly todays chatting and
emailing have reduced our student community to pas-
sive idleness. Students are inclined to despise even their
devoted teachers. It is very pathetic to listen to the wail
of a teacher.

" I rescued him from the hell

of penury and taught him well.

As he was a boy sans brother

I loved him well as a mother

I, the solace in his solitude

Ensured to receive from him this attitude,

Until he was yoked by the other

Who petrified him with terror

Came they with a few more one day,

Beseeching my chastity to pay

Terrified I kept myself away
! Our warden sent them away"

: Whoever the speaker of the above verse may be, it
epitomizes the lack of moral principles on modern cam-
. puses.

Now politics in our campuses has become
gamesome and rather troublesome. Though politics give
an opportunity for an assemblage of students devoid of
religion and caste, it does more harm than good, to the
student community. Many a campus has now become a
dais for learning the psendo politics of disloyalty and
exploitation. Political leaders are coerced to agree with
what their leader say. It is only due to the public support
as well as the student support, that politics is still active
on campuses. Despite these disadvantages, politics paves
the way for youth to have a vivid idea of their political
future. So it can be granted to some extent; but better to
completely keep away from this influence.

Students concept of education has also been
devastated by selfish motives. A massive but slender shift
has taken place in the attitude of students as well as teach-
ers. The education process has commenced aiming at
individual accomplishments rather than mass educaiton.
One's after egos become one's enemies when the rank
lists are published. So today's education itself is a sort of
tug-of -war.

The existing mode of education should be re-
placed by an education useful for the majority in the com-
munity. The education process has to be subjected to a
total and comprehensive reform. A slight change in the
system of education can lead to an enormous alterna-
tion in the whole society. So every one should attempt to
perform that task. And teachers should be entrusted with
the task of guiding them.

In spite of all these Hawks and follies, campus
is a solace for students. The colourful period of life spend
on a beautiful and luminous campus is undoubtedly bliss-
ful.

So at present we can drink the campus life to
the lees.

To end, I envince campus as evergreen
Amongst all the pleaures we have ever seen,
A solace from grief for teenagers,

Who seldom pay praise or wages

For procuring intact fortitude

From the teachers full of gratitude

To fly life - long like a moth

To say sooth, campus makes us soothe.
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dept. of english

Why hats are not always

They loved top hats. Therefore their river
system got spoiled Sounds funny? Listen to this true
story.

In the early 1800s, the Rocky Mountains in
America were home to plenty of those little animals
called beavers. They contributed to keeping the eco-
system intact. They would build little dams across
streams and live in the little islands so formed. For
these dams and homes, they cut logs from trees
around. When the big trees are reduced, small plants
and grass below them get sunlight and grow well.
The roots of these form a network that prevents soil
erosion. The dams also filter the water. This clear,
clean water below the dam is a great home for fish.
The water behind the dam increases and spreads out,
covering more land. In these wetlands marsh mam-
mals browse and birds and ducks build nests and feed.
All was thus well with the Rocky Mountains streams,
till the demand for top hats arose.

Top hats made of beaver fur became very
popular among fashionable gentlemen in the US and
Europe. Because of the high demand, many trappers
went to the Rocky Mountains. They killed and

ENVIRONMENT

good

skinned the beavers, then sold the fur to hat manufac-
turers. When the beavers were gone, the dams deterio-
rated and the force of the water carried the logs and mud
downstream. The ponds drained, leaving the wetlands
high and dry. The wildlife vanished. Water grew muddy.
Fish no longer had their quiet, clear ponds. The large *
trees on the hillsides grew profuse and the network of
grass roots below them lessened. When rains came, the
soil was swept away by the rushing waters. The small, *
clear streams became wild rushing rivers of mud and
stones at certain times of the year, and dry at other times. |
The whole ecosystem of the Rocky Mountains changed

-- all because people chose to wear a certain kind of hat.

But no, that was not the mistake. The mistake
was in deciding to hunt the beavers beyond the need, to
subject ecosystem to market demands. As Gandhiji said,
the earth provides enough for everyone's need, but not
for any one's greed. This then is the basic principle of
environmental ethics. Use me, says nature, but do not’
exploit me. Nature is the goose that lays the golden eggs,
but you have to be satisfied with what she offers you in
abundance. Nature has a delicate balance. which gets
upset by excessive use. The Mina Mata and the Itai Itai’



diseases in Japan, the Bhopal gas
tragedy in India, the Chernobyl di-
saster in Russia --- these are all man-
made tragedies. They are retribution
for upsetting this balance; punish-
ments as natural and as sure as get-
ting burned for dipping fingers in hot
water.

Rachel Carson in her book
The Silent Spring pointed to the big
loss suffered by mankind because of
man's "assault on the environment",
The most alarming assault is the con-
tamination of air, earth, rivers; and
sea with dangerous materials. The
poisons travel from link to link of
the food chain. The lesson is: Good
actions have good consequences,
bad actions bad consequences. This
is the law of nature.

Man is inventing and
spraying chemicals, destroying eco-
systems developed through millions
of years. By releasing harmful

greenhouse gases into the atmo-
sphere, we are even causing calami-
tous changes in the climate. The
ozone layer that protects the earth
from dangerous radiation is getting
depleted. The atmospheric heat is in-
creasing; this could well lead to
widespread floods, extreme tem-
peratures, even total disappearance
of countries into the sea.

The lesson that the envi-
ronment gives us is: there is no room
for selfishness. Nature is in such a
wonderful state of interdependence
that, like an arch which is strong with
all bricks in place, everything sus-
tains everything else. So long as you
let others live, you are also safe. The
moment one brick thinks it can go it
alone and dominate others, the
whole structure collapses. Such is
the case with the human society in
the social environment, like the natu-
ral environment, variety makes for

richness and stability. Monoculture
is as much fatal and dull, as plural-
ity is dynamic and beautiful. Nature
shows the way in going beyond man
made boundaries of nation states,
castes or races. It preaches (by prac-
tising) the' self-sustaining ethics of
tolerance.

Environmental ethics are
relevant not only to nature and soci-
ety, but to economics even. If Rachel
Carson ‘asked the question "What
has silenced the voices of spring in
countless towns in America?"
Amartya Sen enquired, "Why is
there so much poverty in some
places?" And both came up with
similar answers. The biologist points
to the ecological imbalances, and the
economist to the economic imbal-
ances, both created by predatory
habits of man. Carson dismisses the
claim that increased farm production
necessitates exploitation; in fact



overproduction is the real problem. Sen has persuasively
argued how it is not shortage of production but fautly
distruibution that causes poverty in several parts of the
world. A few wealthy nations try to monopolize the
world's resources and use up the world's energy. They
cause pollution that contaminates the earth and depletes
its resources. It is foolish to think that such monopoli-
zation harms the poor nations algne. The world economy
itself is a kind of ecological system. Money cannot be
productive unless it is in currency. It has to flow from
the haves to the have nots so that the latter have the
purchasing power to sustain the former's products. Thus,
ecologically or economically, biologically or chemi-
cally, everything is sustained by a delicate balance of
variety, plurality and interdependence. Neither the eco-
system nor the economic and the social systems can
upset this balance. Self-centred growth without restraint
is no growth - after all, cancer is a kind of growth.
Schumacher's classic critique of the purely profit-driven
modern industrial state, Small is Beautiful, emphasizes
the need to bring non-economic, ethical factors into de-
cision and policy making.

Environmental ethics are in fact the extension
of spiritual ethics. As the physical world manifests a
divine order of empathy which is rewarded, the ethics
of social life also point to a healthy order that follows

certain principles. Physical laws and
ethical norms thus become complemen-
tary emanating from the same divine
principle. By showing courtesy, diginty,
tolerance, respect and good conduct, our
society would be a more livable, far bet-
ter place than it is now.

All this boils down to one idea:
in everything we do in society, or to
nature, or to ourselves, there is a right
way and a wrong way. Service and tol-
erance, mutual sustenance and support,
and acceptance of variety and plurality
are virtues that create prosperous na-
tions. Intolerance and arrogance are sins
against oneself and others. They cause
conflict and ruin.

Indeed, environmental ethics is
all about making the right choice and
discarding the wrong. Live and let live
- that is all we know of environmental
ethics, and all we need to know.

(TALK GIVEN ALL INDIA RADIO)




J ive the Girl Her Space

Seasons have passed
by, years have flown. Still, we are
barely concerned about the mount-
ing problems of half the population
- the women of our country.

Perhaps, the very priori-
ties we assign to people are wrong.
The stereo -type gender roles that
our society limits our women
thwarts the development of the
society itself.

Even though through the
years, the disappoinment, the birth
of a girl child brings has declined it
still lingers on. Even in the so called
literate Kerala' the fact remains the
same. Statistics may proclaim a very-

low rate of female infanticide, but
the attitude and approach of the
society to the girl is sickening.

The visual media, which
has penetrated into almost all walks
of our life, has done nothing to

. change this mindset. Whether it be

Hindi films or regional movies or
daily soaps in the channels, the
woman is idolized as a symbol of
suffering her duty is emphasised -
that she must be a 'perfect wife' a
‘perfect mother’ etc. The educated
girl in most of the serials end up
either in a bad marriage or in total
desperation of not being able to find
a suitable husband. The message that

sumeetha. M

second BA economics

the media imparts to the society is
totally wrong. But the media is not
to be blamed fully, it just reflects the
attitude of the society.

Education which plays a
vital role in shaping one's life, is de-
nied to the girl- child. Money is
saved for her marriage which ulti-
mately turns out to be the first prior-
ity, Even though, women have
barged into almost all fields of em-
ployment, still the representation of
women in the law- making bodies is
very less.

India is a land with a
unique culture. History reveals that
women have been respected
throughout the ages. But in the mod-
ern era violence against women has
increased manifold.

From bridal finery to
ashes this is the fate of many an
Indian girl who enters into the sa-



cred bond of marriage. Dowry is a social stigma where a
woman is merely reduced to a commodity - who is bar-
gained for in the market of marriage alliances .The sad
truth is that educated young men accept dowry, from edu-
cated parents.

The world has shrinked into an era of hi-tech
technology. Yet we leave our women- totally neglected.

The priorities, the attitudes, need a radical
change. If I can dare to dream beyond the horizon, then
perhaps all girls can. This is not a revolutionary thought. If
dreams should be transformed into reality it requires cour-
age and encouragement too. I always ponder upon the lives
of girls like me, whose world is fenied. Who are left in a
choiceless world in the age in which we talk about gender
equality and women empowerment it is paradoxical-to see
girls battling with life.

Even though, women have come a long way,
they are still treated as secondary citizens. Young men,
can make a sincere effort to wipe off the visible and invis-
ible 'LLakshman Rekhas'

Life is the most precious gift, perhaps its high
time, we realize that we should make life easier for others
too. I can write so, because I am born in a priveleged world.
My decisions are respected for I am an individual. If edu-
cation does not help one to see things in the right perspec-
tive, then such a system of education is worthless.

If a girl is educated, then she is gifted a world of
opportunities. Education can mould, her into a self reliant
individual . No girl is a chattel, she too has the right to take
her own decisions.

The need of the hour is to execute our ideas.
Let’s respect, the girl, for the only thing she requires to
break the shackles is some space. Give the girl her space -
then you'll see the difference.
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< B an has been said to “Stand between the atom
and the stars”, and between molecules and men are to
be found many fascinating application of physics of
partiucular interest to the interplay between round
waves and the animals and mer who use them.

You know what is sound wave ? Sound waves
can tell us a great deal about the world around us. Sound
exhibit all properties of wave motion, and these proper-
ties can be observed whenever sound travels back and
forth from place to place carrying information about
the things it touches. Sound waves are very useful as
messengers when one person or animal is present to
broadcast them and liten for their echoes.

When sound wave is travelling through a me-
dium such as air, the pressure of the medium is chang-
ing, rhythmically increasing and decreasing at any par-
ticular point. Sound waves travel in liquids and solids
as well as in gases such as air and these should have a
medium they are barred from empty space or vaccum,
The sound waves become weaker and weaker as they
progress, and eventually die out. But as loud as they are
detectable, their velocity remains the same. The speed

depends primarily upon the medium where the sound
waves travel; but temperature and the other factors af-
fect it slightly.

The reflected sound waves are called the ech-
oes or reverberations and they have an important effect
on whatever is heard.

On demonstrating the important effect of ech-
oes in a room. If a high frequency sound is maintained
at a constant level in an ordinary room and if one listens
to it carefully while moving slowly across the room, its
loudness will rise and fall at regular intervals of dis- |
tance. It is of particular interest to observe this effect
while moving slowly near the middle of a room with



the tape recorder at one and of the room playing. You
know, there is a whole science of architectural accoustics
devoted to minise “dead spot” and to controlling the ech-
oes from the walls of auditoria. So that speech and music
are carried as faithfully as for all parts of the hall.

If you go with echoes; we see that it is desirable
to get daily bread and butter for bats and whale. If their
system should fail, they would strave to death. They use
sounds and modify them for particular problem of echolo-
cation. Also it is a task to build machines to trace the
movements for distant objects, which we cannot see fly-
ing above the clouds or submarines hundreds of feet be-
low the surface of the ocean. These solutions are based
on sending out of some form of energy and sensing of a

part of this energy as it echoes back from the object at
a distance. These are done by operating radar and so--
nar systems which sends out radio waves or sound
waves to locate objects that return echoes of these prob-
ing signals.

The experts of echolecation are animals which
live where sound replaces light as the best means of
finding their way-cover where bats fly by thousands,
or dark waters where light is nearly non-existent or is
so diffused that clear images over any distance are im-
possible. The best known of these animals experts are
the whales and prpoises, which often swim in dark tur-
bid waters, catching fishes they cannot sea and he bats
which fly in near or total darkness, getting all their food
by aerial interpertation of invisible flying insects. To
have survived at all required of these animals and their
ancestors enormous skill at echolocation. The location
of objects by their echoes. By studying the sound they
used and how they modify them for a partiucular prob-
lem of echolocation, we may learn much that can help
blind people. Even aside from this reason, we will find
these animals use of echoes to be a fascinating subject
in its own right. Y
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