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CAMPUS LIFE
&
PERVIEW

SUMEETHA.

Campus - deep in sleep? The voices

have died down with the exit of the Pre-
degree students. The very breath of the
college seems to be still.

Is lethargy sapping away the vital-
ity of thousands of young people?
Most of the college students prefer to
withdraw into their own shells. Major-
ity of them keep away from discussions
and debates. This is a common feature,

I guess, of all campuses. The most

desappointing fact is that the number
of girls who actively participate in co-
cirricular activities has also been
durindhing . Strange reasons are attrib-
uted to this set-back. This infact is a
disgraceful state of affairs which must
be rectified at the earliest.

Anew film, Hrithik Roshan starrer
will surely create teenage in the col-

lege. We rush to the cheatres, fight a

brave battle to precure the tickets, get
ourselves entertained and comeback
pleased. Then, why is it that the cam-
pus 1s so devoid of energy when it

The most obvious reason for this

comes to intellectual discussiol

haps is the misdirected conditior
of the mind. We condition our mi
in such a way, that it ear accepl
Serious stuff.

The selfish traits very
present in the society, perhaps:
embibed in our campus too. Yi
people, are practical. Even car
love has taken an unprecedented
Gone are the days. When young:
and women loved each othe,'
cerely. ‘Consumerism’ has crep
even to the arena of campus love.
love, if the purse is jingling. Ca
love has lost its charm, for no on
ally dares to love everyone wai
fall in love only if the future is prc
ing! ;

Internet Invasion is almostee
ing the minds of the youth. Year
the campus used to be filled witl
cussions on books. But today,
chatting, mailing netat not. Lit



we realise that in our campus; lively,
bubbling youths are degrading them-
- selves into lifeless creatives. Net ad-
~ diction is perhaps one of the gravest
comerns of the future.

Even in the field of studics, students
~ think classrooms as a place for sleep-
~ ing, and tution classes as the abode of
~ learning. Out of syllabus discussions
~is surc to create irritation. Everyone
- wants to learn the test; absolutely un-
- aware of what is happening around.

~ Its high time to re-chink about the
growing artificiality in the campus. It is
the need of the hour (o voice out our
‘opinions. For induviduality once lost
cannot be regained.

o

Education does not only stress on
book learning, but gives importance to
the development of our personality, in
he era of globalisation, strangely, we
confine oursclves to narrow minded
thoughts. Its time for us to develop a
positive approach and explore new
ventures. Inspite of the fearful silence
we have reasons to hope. Talented stu-
dents, lively people are still alive in our
campuses. The only thing we should
do is breat the shell and come out,
then, we can be in grip with the chal-
lenges.

Itis important for us to acquire the
qualitics of self - dependence, love and
olerance. Let us learn them in our cam-
us days - that us make use of these
olden moments - so that in future, In-
': - the largest democracy in the world
will be the best one.

1}

A man said to the universe: ;
“Sir,1 exist !’ 4
“However”,replied the universe,
“The fact has not created in me
a sense of obligation”

Stephen Crane



“Cinema means pulling a uniform
over your eyes’’
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: l would like to become a doctor /
" engincer......”" . Hey friends, do not mis-
understand this as my ambition. It is
the expected answer from a blooming
bud when asked what he wants to be
~when he grows up. This answer may
. not be their own. Most probably, re-
sult of the interests of their parents
“injected in them. Do we really have
he freedom to choose a career of our
own choice?

i Parents play a very important role
in selecting a career for their children.
It seems that in Kerala the circle of
career is so shrunken that they con-
§ist only of medicine and engineer-
ing. The fact is that each and every
parent wants to see their childern as
an engineer or doctor. It is a pity that

till stick to such traditional profes-
sions, when there are unteen unex-
plored carcer possibilities. But our
millenium generation is so fed that
iey dream of themselves in a coat and
stethescope or as an engineer.

(Often parents say they don’t mind
Ftheir child chooses a career of his
wn interest. But the hidden fact is
hat they don’t want their childern to

in this technological world, parents "

take risks and being experimented).
Hence many are not brought upto ex-
plore the untroddn path..” Modelling
and the silver screen are the main fo-
cus of our younger generation. But
many parents are obstinate to send
their children to these fields because
they still proon over their traditonal
ideologies of name and fame and keep
away their children from there. So many
talents are hence terminated” says
Sumitha Sudakar a PG in English Lit-
erature who now anchors Asianent’s
leading morning show ‘Suprabatham’.

The problem with some students are
that they don’t have any aim until their
graduation. Then they cling to ‘teach-
ing field’. Most of our students intend
to take a PG in the respective courses.
It is a pleasure to learn that their mo-
tive behind their decision is a JOB.
Proper guidance is another under ly-
ing factor. Shinoj was very much inter-
ested in Photography, but was not
aware.of how.muchuit will help him and




was not aware of the scope. So he took
chemistry.

But there are exceptions where
youngsters are properly guided by
their parents, who are well aware of the
present day. “I wasn’t aware of the
scope of this course and moreover I
didn’t have any idea of its importance.
But my family is always by my side”
says Anjana, a journalism student. *
Many parents don’t allow their children
expecially girls, to come to this field,
since they have to work from dawn to
dusk™ , says Abdul Muneer, a lecturer
in Journalism. In fact, Journalism has
now turned out to be one of the best
job - oriented courses in this internet
world.

“ My interests, circumstances and
my parent’s interests , made me to take
this course. I have to conisder my par-
ents too and now I am completely sat-
isfied with my decision” , says our edi-
tor Shameem, a final year physics stu-
dent. IT field is another field of attrac-
tion to our students. Many of them aim
at very fine position in abroad with
five or six figuered salary. I would
like to take a job oriented course in com-
puter after my graduation” says
Nisreen, finalyear literature student.

Careers in dress-designing, textile
industry, mass communication, public-
relation, managment etc arc gradually
coming to the trend. It seems that ouy
youngsters are now aware of their im-
portance. Many of them opt for a part-
time job along with their studies. Some
manages to perform at both levels-In
studies and extracurricular activities.
I don’t believe that one has to choose
between studies and passion. If you
want you can well perform in both” says
Diju, National level badminton cham-
pion.

Making a choice would not be diffi-
cult if you are already the best in your
choice of interest. All you want to do
is, do what interests you rather than
trodding the already trodden path. So
youngsters, it is upto you, * To be or
not to be, that is the question”. L
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oday almost each word in the

English dictionary is fast

catching up with the prefix ‘e’.
The late nineties have witnessed the
rise of a number of technological terms
- Internet, e-mail, e-commerce, word
wide web, website, information tech-
nology and so on . In a developing
country like India these arc unknown
and unaffordable to a large percent-
age of population. But recent surveys
and studies have shown that India
has a vast scope in the IT (Informa-

tion Technology) sector. This is
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“mainly because of the technological

skill & kndW]edge we possess. A fair
amount of computer programmers and
software developers working abroad
especically, in the U.S are Indians.

E-mail & E-Commerce stand tall in
the vast world of the Internet. To be
precise, e-mail is the shortened form of
electronic mail, which is the sending of
messages from one computer to an-
other, provided both are connected to
the internet. In this information age that
considers speed as the god, e-mail has
high potential. People can search for
Jjob offers, get information on vacant




posts and send their resumes over e-
mail. An admission to a foreign univer-
sity which involves procurement of pro-
spectus, filling up forms, interview, visa
etc etc can now be done e-mail in justa
matter of few days. In India most of the
e-mailing is done from offices, colleges
& cyber kiosks rather than homes. Ac-
cording to the CEO of Rediff.com, one
of India’s leading websites. the users
of e-mail in india has skyrocketed to 50
lakh. Currently students and business-
men are the biggest users. Even our
paperbound bureaucracy is slowly
switching on to e-mail. The utility of e-
mail was evident during the recent hi-
jack of Indian Airlines. A passenger
aboard the flight managed to send an
e-mail from his laptop computer to the
Indian embassy in Nepal. Similarly dur-
ing the military coup in Pakistan where
the army cut phone lines, switched off
cell phone networks and brought the
T.V under their control, they couldn’t
touch the incandescent rays of e-mail.
The story went like this: the wife of a
minister send an e-mail to her relative
in Delhi describing how the army
sprawled into their houses on the night
of the coup. This made it to the front
pages of the next day’s newspapers.

The real glamour of using e-mail is
that one needn’t own a computer to

use it. It can be done from any cyher

kiosk. All one has to do is to register
themselves with any of the free e-mail
sites like yahoo, hotmail, rediff etc. The
economy of using e-mail is un-
matched. To makea
3-minute’s call to U.S
it costs around Rs
200. But a hundred
page e-mail can be
sent, say at the cost
of alocal call.

Users of this
technology seem to
have forgotten the
art of writing letters.
Pen & paper are ig-

nored. Instead the mouse and keyboard
have found place. Just as the T.V killed
the radio, e-mail is killing the romance
of the letter. In short, e-mail is the giant
leap of mankind from pen to mouse.

Another fast developing area in the
Internet is e-commerce. It can be de-
fined as the conduct of buying and
selling goods over the internet, servic-
ing customers and collaborating with
business partners. Today e-commerce
is areality in the west and an emerging
reality in India. Through e-commerce,
middlemen in trade are reduced to a
large extent. Hence the relationship
between the producer and the end con-
sumer becomes more direct. Marketing
has a vital role to play in Internet trade.
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Customers can avail goods through
the web at high discounts. The size
of the market is also unlimited where
there is a wide choice and excellent
competiton. A foreigner in Europe can
buy an Indian handicraft through a
website just at the click of a mouse
from his house. All he has to do is to
pay for it by quoting his credit card
number.

At present, e-commerce 1 in it§ |
developing stage. Books, CDs, com-
puter peripherals & software are the |
mostly sought for items on the web.
In Delhi a website was created which -
allows users to order vegetables
through the net. This would be deliv- ]
ered within 15 minutes in the city.
Buyers can either pay by credit card
or at the time of delivery. More and

more technologies are round the cor-
ner. For example ‘Feel the Web' tech--
nology was developed at the Univer-
sity of Michigan, U.S.A. Here a spe=
cial kind of mouse was developed
which makes the user feel those ite
displayed on the monitor. This is pos-:
sible by special kinds of vibration in
the mouse. If this were a success it
would help e-commerce a great deal.

(The new
millenium prom-=
ises dynamism.
Things are chang
Ing at an excres:
cent pace.
have to be fast
flexible and adap-
tive to encountel
= them. Looking
around the Internet is everywhere.
Youngsters use it to chat with friends
abroad. NRIs send e-greetings (o theil
relatives back home. Corporates us
it to transfer executives at higl
speed.... And the list continues, _Y
one thing is sure. This will be an ele¢
tronic millenium or an e-millenium
where&ﬂgsh & blood paves way
Silicon & light.




English 1s often described as a
window to the outside world and as the
language of world civilisation, serving
as the gateway to twentyifirst century
thought and culture. Universally popu-
lar by its richness, flexibility elegance
and dignity, it 1s the language of trade,
industry, commerce, diplomacy and ad-
ministration. It is a language rich in lit-
erature and about 70% of the world
knowledge is printed in English. It 1s
thre link language, “linguafranca” and a
unifying factor between countries. The
number of pecple speaking English is
about 350 million which is next only to
speakers of the Chinese language. F.G.
French has observed; ““ A traveller who
can speak English will find somebody,
who can understand him wherever he
may go; anyone who can read English
can keep in touch with the whole world
with out leaving his own house”. It is
the language which opens to us pros-
pects of employment of home and

ENGLISH
IN
INDIA

abroad and offers means of cultural
communication with other parts of the

~world.

In India English is the “lingua
franca”. It is the language of higher edu-
cation, of public'administration, of law
courts and of Commerce. English which
was to continue as the official language
up to January 26, 1965, will under the
official language Act of 1963, continue
to be used even after that day in addi-
tion to Hindi. According to the “Times
Of India” report (4 July 1965) the num-
ber of people knowing English in India
is estimated as 11 million and itis prob-
ably the most important second lan-
guage in India today. Our government
has made it a compulsory subject of
study in India since it is the link lan-
guage between the multilingual status.
The official language commission has
remarked that *“ English is the key to
the store house of knowledge not yet



available in the Indian languages and a
window to the rapid progress of tech-
nology and scientific knowledge that
is constantly taking place in the world.

During the pre-independence pe-
riod English was the medium of instruc-
tion, first language, lingua franca and
the queen of languages in the whole
country. The well experienced native
English teachers of that era helped the
students to speak “A class English”
and it was a passport for employment.
After independence some leaders ar-
gued for the retention of English in In-
dia. C. Raja Gopalachari said; “ We in
our anger against the British people,
should not throw away the baby (En-
glish) with the bath water (English
people)”. According to Pandit Nehru
“150 years of intimate contact has made
English an integral part of our educa-
tion system and this can not be changed
without injury to the cause of educa-
tion in India. Mahatma Gandhi wanted
to uproot English from India and said,
“ It is my considered opinion that En-
glish education, in the manner it has

"been given, has emasculated the En-
¢glish of educated Indians. It has put a
severe strain upon the Indian students
and made us imitators”.

When the Indian constitution was
framed, it was unanimously dewded to
continue English us the official lan-
guage of the country for'15 years. Dur-
ing this period the authorities made
unsuccesful effort to develop and re-
place Hindi. Instead of English. Later
in 1963, the parliament passed a bill
according to which English was de-
clared to be the Associate official lan-
guage of India for an ‘Indefinite pe-
riod”.

After independence many leaders
were against keepingo English as the
medium of instruction in India. The
Education commission headed by Dr.

Kotheri recommended the regional lan-
guage as the medium of instruction
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from class I to IV, the study of two lan-
guages from V to VII (regional language
and English or Hindi) the study of three
languages (regional language, Hindi
and English) from VIII to X and any
language of the student’s choice of the
higher levels for specialised study.
Now in many states of India, the re-
gional languages have been adopted
us the official languages and the study
of English language is nothing but a
burden on the minds of students. Ac-
cording to the education commission,
our scholars who are doing advansed
studies in the field of science, medi-
cine, engineering etc, will be able to con-
sult library books only by making En-
glish a “Library laniguage” in our coun-
try.

There are many factors responsible
for the dectine of English in India to-
day. The unhygienic physical conitions
of the school huildings and English
class rooms, the insuffering of good
seating arrangements and circum-
stances to teach, the over crowded
heavy classes, the over ambitions syl-
labus, the sub standard text books, the
old examination methods, and the lack
of time and well trained teachers etc

i

‘text books written according to grz

" The examination system should be i

are som of the reasons for the decline
of English in India today. Without u
derstanding the aims of teaching En:
glish, the teacher would be like a sailo
who is unaware of his destination ant
the student is like a radderless ves
which may be drift anywhere. Ronal
Machin has summed up the positiol
in these words: ** The old fashione
type of benches and desks, which ¢
strict movement; the bad light,
noises from the neighbouring classe
which may be separated from themb
nothing more than a bamboo scree
insuficient provision for their subje
in the time table, lack of audio visu
aids of all kinds, interference frol
pavents or of English in India. Son
sort of inservice and refresher co
should be organised for teachers’
English, to keep them abreast of
knowledge of latest techniques of E
glish teaching. Judiciously select

syllabus and different types of au
visual aids must be used for teachi

proved. The class rooms must be we
furnished, lighted and ventilated a
be away from the disturbance of
neighbouring classes. Correct
works and oral and written exerci
during teaching should be a “mu
over crowded classes should
brought to normal size. The teac
should be well trained, earnest :
dutiful in teeching and be capable
creatomg a good impression ame
the students.

If these measures are accepted
teaching of English in India will b
success and we can redeem Eng
from being a “Passive language’
the status of a “living language’
consistent efforts the attack on’
glish should be resisted. We must
our best to keep English as the “gn
est gift Of Goddess Saraswathi (g
dia” as C.Rajagopalachari once
served. :
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Dept. of English E

Say please-
Say thank you!

; i ¢ Meet a Friend on our way. ** Hello! How do you -
do?” we ask him. “Fine, thank you, so long,” hc says and we
both pass. He hasn’t fully heard what we said, nor did we
hear him. But then words are not important; the talking is. |
There is the amusing story of a lady. She wanted to prove
that such formal chit¢hat is merely a mechanical ritual, and
that people really do not listen to each other then. At a
reception she met her frignds as they came, greeted her, and -
passed on. Indeed, they didn’t care what she said in reply to;
their greetings. The friend would ask, for instance, “How do :i
you do” and she would say expansively.” Oooh, I"ve justs
killed my husband, 1 feel fine, thank you™ And the friend
would walk away, reassured that everything is normal and
fine. Everything is, for him. His ears were programmed 10
hear just the normal things. Of course on such occasions
WHAT we say is not relevant. That we say SOMETHING is
what matters. Such apparently meaningless but vitally im-
portant talk, called phatic communion, has profound impact
on social stability and harmony.

You meet someone and you greet him. The students rise
when the teacher enters the class. In the bus, men vacate
seats for the women. And as you sneeze, you cover your
face with a kerchief — or with a tissue paper, if you are Japa-
nese. Good manners, all. As a modern rhyme goes:

We say, “Thank you”

We say, “Please”

We don’t interrupt or tease.

We don’t argue. We don’t fuss

We listen when folks talk to us.

We share our toys and take our turn
Good manners aren’t too hard to learn
It’s really easy, when you find
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Good manners means

JUSTBEING KIND!

(Manners are universal. They
make the world go without social
hitches. They are the lubricants that
run the social engine without friction.
After all, manners arc relevant in a
society, not in a vacuum). A single
person, sitting all alone on the
Himalayas, has no use for manners.

I As soon as another joins him, he
“needs them. Manners arc also rooted
in tradition.

I True, manners are concerned with
those occasions in social life where
 the individual interacts with his fel-
I lowmen. So we have manners of greet-
" ing, table manners, telephone man-
I ners, even internet manners, which are
" cutely named netiquette. As A.G
| Gardiner says, “ Please’ and “Thank
} you' are the small change with which
I we pay our way as social beings.” But

i of course, while manners are auniver- -

| sal presence, their cultural manifesta-
I tion may vary from place to place and
from socicty to society.

In some societies, particularly east-
" ern, it may be good manners not to sit
- before elders or superiours, while in
- some others, especially western, it is
- bad manners to keep standing while
- others are seated. Quite a few Euro-
peans have noted with understand-

- laking off shoes before entering aresi-
“dence. No fewer are easterners who
“while touring in the occident have
thrown up their hand in dismay be-
cause the western toilets provide only
Jissue paper and no water. These are
customs which are merely mannerisms
‘cemented by social sanction. In japan,
“we are told, the whole family used the
same bat water — even a guest But the
guest would probably be given the
privilage of using the bath water first.
Soauseful tip sometimes given to po-
ential tourists to Japan was: Do NOT
rain the water out after you have fin-
shed your bath”

- (Itis not proper in many regions

}lee surprise the oriental custom of

to show public displays of affection,
but in many others it is improper not
to). Fijians usually greet one another
by nodding their head and then flick-
ing their eyebrow upward when talk-
ing with someone in Fiji, be sure not to
blink you eys conspicuously, as this is
a sign of disrespect and boredom But
Fillipinos often greet each other with
the “eyebrow” flash which is a quick
lifting of the eyebrows. The yorubas in
igeria will wink at their childern if they
want them to leave the room. Avoid
touching a child on the top of his or
her head if you are in Thailand, because
they say it is impolite. The traditional
greeting in Thailand is the or where in
the hands are placed together in a
prayer — like position and the head is
slightly bowed. It is similar to the
namaste in India. The wai symbolized
“hello”, thank you”, “good-bye” and
sometimes “I'm sorry.” The higher you
hold your hands while performing the
wai, the more respect you are convey-

Jng.

If you are beckoning to come to you
in Hong-Kong or Thailand, put your
hand out with your palm dawn, and curl
your fingers in and out in a Scratching
motion. Make a scratching motion with
your fingers. The Japanese gesture for
“Come here” is to put your hand palm
out, fingers up, and raise and lower
your fingers a few times. The western
gesture of palm-up, closing your hand
1s only used to call animals to you. The

Indian way of signalling "yes’ with a
headshake is a little baffling to
westerners, who might take it to mean

3 9

no.

The national beverage of samoa is
“kava” . Before beginning to drink, its
is the custom to spill a few drops of it -
on the ground. In Japan, the tea-drink-
ing ceremony is quite elaborate and
improtant. In many societies the pig is
adisgusting animal, synonymous with
dirt and bad manners. But then an En-
glish book on good manners written
by L.A Kowal and Sally starbuck Stamp
has the title. “The proper Pig’s Guide to
Mealtime Manners’. They describe it
as a “‘delightful way to introduce young
people (and alot older people as Well!)
to manners that will make mealtimes
more enjoyable for everyone™. In ja-
pan it is impolite to pour your own
drink when eating with others-you pour
your companion’s drink and your com-
panion pours yours. In Finland, the
guest of honour is seated to the right
of the hostess. This 1s a seat not espe-
cially cherished by Finns, since the
guest of honour is customarily expected
to say a few words after the meal to
thank the hosts. Eating does not begin
until everyone has been served and the
host begins. If you don’t want any more
to drink, leave your glass full The
japanese gesture of “Who, me?” is
pointing at their nose, not their chest.

Yes, Manners are man and varied.
and they are also universal. They keep
the social fabric intact. Even the small
talk we exchange has great social value.
However, if for ages manners have cre-
ated and maintained civilizations, to-
day they are getting absorbed in the
whirlpool of business requirements.
Says a paper on business relations.
“Manners are back.” Its not that they
ever went away, they just got sweplt
under the mouse pad. But in our in-
creasingly technology dominated
world, the need for good manners has
resurfaced as pivotal factor in creating
good business relations. Proper depart-
ment and etiquette are much more than
social niceties. They’re crual business



strategies™. You should
pick up the phone at about
the third ring, the new rule |
book prescribes. “Too |
soon and you will stargtle
the caller, and too late
causes impatience”, It §
says. And of course, there |
are cyber etiquettes on
how to respond to e-mail.
There are coloumus in pe-
riodicals that deal with
questions of etiquette. Ex-
perts answer such intrigu-
ing problems like, “Do you
bow your head or just no §
it?”" “*Should you say Good
morning or Good Afternoon if you
meet at 12.01 noon? and “Must the
mother-in-law always follow?” .
People are so full of committing gaffes
that they get nervous without a proper
knowledge of manners.

Whatever the calls and pressures
on manner, they are surely the social
graces that sweeten our community
living. They might have got mecha-
nized by blind custom, but their ben-

-

efit is no less. Basic etiquette at the
begining of the 19" century specified
rules for everything from wearing pearls
to riding on horseback But behind this
deadening codification is the idea that

good manners are the one guarantee for*

social stability. As we have it in rhyme,
again,

Manners are the way
To brighten up my day.,
Please and thank you is what 1 say

'ihey invariably sweeten up relation=

taken out of a manual. True manners

To brighten up may day.

(Manners are the basic
grammer of society. Any
person who observes them
internalizes that grammar
8 quite as deeply as he would
1 internalize the grammer of?
his mother tongue). He then
automaticlly show the ba-
sic courtesies of good'
behaviour. How he stands,
how he sits, how he eats,
drinks, walks, dresses and
talks — all these become't
external manifestations of
social conformity. They
speak of the strengths (and
sometimes weaknesses)and the
graces(and foibles) of a people. But

ships.

Sweetness-perhaps that is the
right word. Without that sweetness,
inside that belonging to a common fra=
ternity, manners are a mere protogo

emanate from the soul. They are the
fragrance of the goodness of mind.

The river looked at him with a thousand eyes-green, white, crystal, sky-blue.

How he loved this river, how it enchanted him, how grateful he was to it! In his

SIDDARTHA

Hermann Hesse

heart he heard the newly awakened voice speak, and it said to him: ‘Love this
river, stay by it, learn from it, Yes , he wanted to learn from it, he wanted to
listen to it. It seemed to him that whoever understood much more, many se-

crets, all secrets. .

wo.loneliness, far from being a rare and curious phenomenon, peculias to
myself and to a few other solitary men, is the central and invitable fact of
human exitance. When we examine the moments, act, and statements of al
kinds of people .......wefind, I think that they are all suffering from the sam
thing. The find cause of their compland is lonliness |

God’s Lonely Man’

Thomas Wolfe
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