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in today’s world mass media play a pivotal role and its importance cannot be overemphasised. Ideally media is a mirror
uf society, But when it comes to the dep:’c.r:'bn of women in the media sav_'em.! thought provbk:‘ng guestions, Come to oul
minds. Do women get their rightful share of importance in the media? In what light do media portray them? Do they treat
them as equal pariners in the progress and development of our country or are they shown us sex abjects to titiliate the
viewers, are media Jobs closed to women? Why are women shying away from this profession in {poking into the small
number of women fndia who have made their mark in this profession, We talked to a cmss section of people from the media

world to eficit their views on there i85ues.
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Suchata Nair:-
Lecturer of Journalism at Calicut
University opines that while quantum

of coverage given to women in the me-

dia is adequate, they are usuaily por-

v.,l;_:;ayéd in stereotyped roles of house

wife, mother ete. these depict the mes
of women as victims loy or young
women waiting to be married. In her
opinion the infln of more women jour-



nalists could help to highlight the real
social issues confronting socicty. While
women face many hurdles in this pro-
fession such an family and society
presseres the most important on truthe
psychological aspect in at times women
losts saft confidence in her own abil-
ity. Suchcta asserts that wamen are dis-
criminated against in the Journalistic
field and often plum assignments go to
the way of thcre male counterparts.

P.S. Nirmala -
Mathru bhoomi

Chief sub editor,
Grihalakshrnis asserts that media
does not make any distortion in the por-
trayal of women. Media reffects our
socicly gs itexists. Since women do not
have an upperhand in our society ob-

viously they do not have a u_pperh'and.

in the media either She favours more
women entering this fieid as théy.’can
contribute towards improving the
newspapers. Nirmala ¢pines that
women themselves are toblame for the
small number of women journalists,
Wortien are reuctant to break the ridicu-
lous rules and set by society which re-
strains their freedom aften women are
not willingto-work at odd hours in the
company of male strangers as in a press
conlerence More over after studies
women think in forms of an family and
do not try to develop a carrier. She feels
that women should be bold to tight for
whatis right. Basically women Should
think 'that they are human beings First
of all instead of allowing males to stamp
them only an females, She agrees that
women are sometimes discriminated
against fath thiat male colleges. She at-
tributes this to the lack of faith men
have in wemen's abilities and (o the
male ego. She opines that while good
work in aiways encouraged and appre-
ciated women journalists still have 1o
prove their mettle to get major assign-
ments.

Aboobacker:
Malayala Manorama

Resident Editor of malayala

Muanorama is of the view thar
“Manorama has always stood for the

adeqate portrayal of women. Therc was
enclusive page for women.in the daily

before-and it ended.up is the a fort

nighlty for women in 1975, He claims
that '"Vanitha' is the largest circulated
magazine of the couniry for women.
Aboocbacker feelsithat women are cov-

ered in newspapers when they are vic:.
timised where as their achievements are

not high lighted,But since the lost there
years things have:taken a turn for the
better, He favoures the entry. of more
women info-this field as they could fo-

+ cus attention on the problem faced-by
women He believes that the major prob- -
‘lem for women in this profession is-

'Any time duty’ and hight shites. Some-
(imes reporting assignmenis ray tak
women (o lonely spots at odd could
counter these hurdles by opting to work
as feawre writers, Teature editors, He
maintaias that in Manorama there is no
discrimination against women journal -
ists as such but difficult and odd time
assignments generally. land up in
‘geralist as much but there may
lithiculties at odd the malc sector

Naveen Verghese:
Indian Express

sub editor Indian express is of ihe
view that women's issues have been
given adequate coverage in the media,
-He is fpr more and morle women

“enteriay this prefession as they could

contribute their mite to exhancing cov-
erége of women related issues in the
media. At the same time, he points oul
that women lack many challenges in
this profession such an odd hourcés

physical violenu in the while covering
piots, war ci¢, These could entent by .

cerfain less risky topics women. He
hinds no discrimination against women
the maiterst if or for oppertunities in

the media warld.

Harish, Kerala Kaummudi
Kerala Kaummedi is all for more
Women entering this profession. He is of
the opinion that "Journalisam is an ideal
profession for women as she bears many

basic qualities required by a journalist

especally the touch of a woman ie the flair
of more for news so she can score cent per
cent” while he agrees that the rumber of
women in this field is neghgible, the ar-
tributes in to their lack of interest. He feels
that there are many hucdles in this profes-

- - gion as personal life be comes unimportant

and goes out of gear. While women may
face difficulties in accomadating this Hife-
style, since it is a part and parec) of the pro-
fession they.can be ne remedy as such.
Harish says "women in Kerala have
becen in the-for '_front in the fields of educa-
tion,_empmyrﬁ:an'tgetu. Media has palyed a
lanablz rote in this regard” Mcdia has given
wid{ coverage to the problems of women
and it has also played a vital role in
implifing the dountrodden: and backward
women. He is of the opinion that his paper
Kerals Kumudi has palyed a positive role
in this tegard. He gives a recent incident to
get the peint across, A group of ladies in
Palkkad wére taken into cusiody by the po-
lice braﬁf:lin’g,th%mas pmslitutes‘ They were
publicly harassed and questioned Kerala

Kaumudi Considerad (his 2 human rights
sproblem and reported it censpiciously this

ratiled the depl and aclions were imitiated
by the Govt, Thus in a Case Where womens
argamsations of pal partics do not coms
forward, the press can play a vital role 1o
protect the rights of women, Congress MLA
shobhana George, and to Kasargod
Panchayath President Fathima who are un-
dergoing.harasment from their.own party
all given strength by the media as media
expose such stories,

Harish believes that while the number
of women Journalists are [ew, the doors of
newspapers are not closed for women, No
nstitution discarda talented girl in the pro-
lession just be causee she is women, @



