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RAJEEV'S AFFAIR WITH HISTORY

Rajeev had no girl friends- a
matter of wonder in Pune varsity.

The university campus is in fact
a hot picnic spot. Itis full of intrigu-
ing roads where any stranger may
wander for hours to find his hos-
tel, class or anything.

The scene is idyllic, but bears
a stamp of human aggression on
a rare masterpiece of nature. All
though you see the dark green,
sprawling dense trees whose
name was unknown to my friend
doing research in botany.

It was drizzling. Rajeev was do-
ing his research in this dark, bril-
liant wild land of knowledge and
tradition. It was sheer accident that
| came across this man, He was

sitting in my zoology friend's room.
* He seems to be laconic and words
fell from his mouth with great
strain. When they came out it was
in broken pieces and you had to
brain-strain to drain the sense out
of it.

'A nut', remarked my friend. 'He
belongs to the intelligentsia here'.
The word intelligent has a conno-
tation far beyond and beneath

OMAR THASNEEM. O.

J

e
, /
7 J

anybody's ken in the university.
implied the stamina to carry in tt
tiny weight of one's head, ide:
and equations that could solve¢
the problems.

Now Rajeev was of this intel
gent group. For the last sev
years or so he has attained
stature of a fixture in departmel
of history. His eyes and mind alo
with his pale body daily travell
hours and hours to years forego
where he basked in a haunti
loneliness. In fact he had be
transmuted into a spirit with a
gar-like torch in his lips that w
dered through the dark corrid
of history.

He somnambulated along'
grand roaring luxury of the mog

A scented by jasmine flavour a

from there towards the holy la
of Rama and to the heaven of B
dha. He saw ghosts of freed
struggle coming to him and w
pering "Ours was life wasted, O
was sactrifice vain."

Once or twice he began
plaining to me the conundrum:
his philosophy . It appeared to



- as a strean Ol ignt ermanating rrom
“a source far off, or from one quite
‘nearby. He claimed it was Rama,
the self same spirit of Sita;that of
‘Jesus; Muhammad or Gandhi.

- Sure | could not digest his phi-
losophy. By now having got ac-
quainted with Rajeev and his idio-
syncrasies | had also dismissed
‘him as a nut.

- Onlyone thing that Rajeev said
remained. He had given me a
-great description of our university's
-sprawling magnificient main build-
ing. It was the palace of many old
governors of the British Raj. Dur-
ng summers they sneaked off the
hubbub of Bombay to spend the
‘warm days here. There was a
huge fearsome cavern in the
‘middle of the palace, which acted
as an underground way to the
kitchen.
| had walked times without
number through the courtyard of
this building with my botany friend
who being the one among the few
down to earth ones in the research
ection never cared to enlighten
me of the imperial history sur-
ounding in and around the build-

- It was Rajeev who told me
about it and down under the court-
yard he had shown me a tomb five
eet deep where one of the de-
eased young daughters of the
overnor lay. The tomb was un-
ler a marble sepulchre wholly cov-
ered by moss and forgetfulness.
On it was written "Here the much
oved Edina lies". Again on the
laque you could see all the vul-
arimages of the absurd genera-
ons in languages seen and heard
;;all parts of India.

.~ Time limbered on and on and
une Varsity scholars weathered
all spending their days without

bath and shave in swéé to fulfil
their vows to muses. All this time
only one was active-Cupid the
blind shot and reshot his arrows.

At night, in the dark you could
see scooters lying about all along
the side woods.

It was during one of this dark
and stiller than death nights that |
had to walk from the gate to our
hostel. | was particularly vigilant
about not disturbing the love birds
nested in the woods. Never flash-
ing the torch sideways | headed
home straight in strict military form.

But my torch escaped hands
and flashed across to strike
against a number-plate and get
stuck. Oh! My Rajeev's Scooty! |
looked around. Nothing but trees

e
e

that towered up between me and
the stars.

No Rajeev-"Thasneem', the fa-
miliar voice called.

'Raji you are here' 'Yah'.

‘He was sitting on the
brigestone and underneath him
flowed a gurgling stream. He had
a cigar on his lips.

"What, Rajeev, at this time'.

‘Edena has promised to come.
Every month she comes to me
once or twice. We sit here for hours
before parting. She is the only
trustworthy woman of this cam-

]

pus'.

I looked all around. It was deep
and dark. But near the sepulchre |
saw a flame flitting like an angel-'l
know', It's Edena- She could not
break the promise'- Rajeev said as
| stood shocked. o
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