vevsoe s Al FIRST SIGHT

The College slections were to be conducted within twao days.
The students were running about in a frenzy, shouting slegans,
making speeches and sticking posters. Rakesh was talking to a
small gathering, with promises that he would bring forth great
referms and make academic life a pleasure for the students. He
looked at the audience to study their reacticns, when at once his
glance fell on a very good looking girl. He stared at her far a full
moment. Godl He wanted to impress that girl. He felt something
in him stirring him to the heights of oratorical skill. He found
himsslf quoting effortlessly from Shakespeare, Milton and Churchill,
earing the least for the relevance of those quotations. When he
came to the end of the fiary sloquence, he steppad down from
tha stool which he had used as a portable platform. A big chesr
went up. He looked up at the pretty face and heavens there was
a smile on it, and then after a minute the gathering dispersed.

But Rakesh was in an ecstasy. He wanted to see that face
again and again, and ofcourse he did it as soon as the collage
broke for lunch. He hurriedly swallowed his sandwiches and
sneaked intc the arts block. Then he would wander through the
labrynths of the collosal building. His eyes were anxiously saarch-
ing for the pretty face. Almost every day he saw her poring over
a hig volume or standing at some corner talking to & friend. And
whenever he saw her she smiled.

The elections ware over. The fever fret and fury died down.
Onca again the campus became academic, dull and prosaic. The
science students back to their $abs and art folks to the library and
big books. But Rakesh still found time during leisure hours to
continue his rounds in the English Department. There were thesa

‘conquast.
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evenings when he would sit alona in his room thinking about what
he should talk if he were to meet her the next day. He wanted to
tell her that he liked her. He not only liked her but loved her
intensely. Actually he was head over heels in love with her. How
he wished to tell har but words fsiled him and chats almost
cammenced in ‘How do you do’ and concluded with ‘ See you
again *, :

{One afternoon, Rakesh went up to her and said “'| am Rakesh,
A final year in M, Sc. Zoology”. She smiled | am Reena doing my’
B. A. English™ ""and where do you live?"" “In the hostal?” Nolam
8 day acholar. My father is Mr. So and So working in — probably
you might have heard of him “'yeah, |'ve heard of him, naver knew

you ware his daughter”™. Just then the bell rang. “Bye, see you
again'’ said Rakesh and made his way to the canteen. God! He'd
made it, he had talked to her; for a few minutes today, That nigh
he had rather a restless siesp trying to think ways of winning h
affection, MNext morning he met her again. He wanted to talk
har once more. With a great deal of persuvasion on his part an
the suspense which he had created forced her to abstain fro
classgs in the morning, As they satin a lonely secluded place h
said, “Don’t you think me foolish, | want to marry you™ she wa
stunned. ‘But what brought you to this? You'll be just getting yo
M. Sc. degrea and | have two years of collego ahead of me ['a
very fond of you. | dent want to rush into marriage or a suggest
of it just now. | just want to inform you about my sincere love
you' and from that smile he knew that his strategy had work
Har lingering look told him more efogquently than words that s -
would wait for him. He felt confident that he had at last made
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DIAL

“ Who is speaking? "’

“ De. ™

** Name, | asked your name. What's your name? "™’
bibe, "

*“ Beg your pardon, but can’t you tell me your name? "’
" De,

“What do mean by ‘' heigh "7 "

““Not ‘' heigh". De, pronounced Day. ™

" Ray? "'

““Np, De."

“ How do you spell it? '

“D_E "

" What do mean by laughing at me? "’

"1 didn’t laugh at you! **

* But you said ** hee — hee! "

“| did NOT say hee — hee! | said D-E.’

“You said what? Spell it again! "
Eebileright, Difor, .. Dfor. .. 0O ..
“What? "

tor. . DiiorDog. ..

“lsaid D forDog..... D for Daughter..... D for Damn!
Damnl Damn! D for Damn! Got that?

“You go to Hell! What do you mean by swearing at
me, Sir? "

“| was not swearing at vou ... Now listen. You know
DELHI, our capital. ™

““What’s all this now? | asked for your name and you give
'me the name of the capital I

““| am not giving you the name of the capital. | am trying to
-give you my name. "’

P. Adam, | B. A. (English)

“WHAT ! You want me to believe that your name is DELHI? "'
““ Mo, no. The first letter of Dethi, — D "
"1 see. Why couldn’t you say that before? And then what?"

A e

“What do you mean by *Ji'? Go on, spell the rest of your
name |

| didnt-say * X, .1 said E. E for ... E. ... E for. what?
E for ... let me see, E for Ecology. You know Ecology? "

“No, | don’t know him. What has ' he " got to do with your
name? "’

“ Now look. You know Ernakulam, this town where we are
living? "’

* Again you are bringing in towns and capitals. Well, all right,
| know Ernakulam. Are you suggesting that the first letter of

Ernakulam is ...

. .. " the second letter of your name ? " Exactly, You have
got it now. "’

'* But that makes only D, . E. Go on, give me the rest. ”
" There is no ‘rest*. That's my name. "’

" What do you mean? D..E. D..E. How can a man be
Just B AED

“But | 'am” DE. | can't help it but | am. Just DE, OK 1"

" Did you say Dewas, or De Vyas? "

‘*No, no, not Dewas. Not De Vyas, Just DE. "
““Butitcan'tbe!"”

caltin

| don't believe you. You are trying to be funny, are you? "

And BANG ! goes the receiver on the hook.
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CHOST STORIEE
NICGHTMARS

Pushpa V. V. Anand, t B. A. (Lit.)

Dear friends, | wonder if you all enjoy reading ghost stories.
| like nothing better than to sit curied up in a couch deeply engro-
ssed in thrilling ghost stories especially so if the book is [aballed
“Trus Ghost Stories !

One bright Sunday morning | happened to pay a visit to the
house of a friend of mine, As | was a voracious reader and my
friend a regular movie-goer she very willingiy diractad me to her
tibrary where she said she had a naw consignment of books. |
skipped over the ramantic novels (not because ! was not interest-
ed in romance but because all love stories nowadays appear the
same, that is sither two guys fall in love with cne beautiful,
curvacaous doll or two young dames are infatuated by a tall,
magnsetic gentlaman and the ensuing plotting and quarrelling
among themselves do not seem 1o me to ba very intarasting)
The above conclusion is strictly my own point of view ofcourse,
| am also of the opinion that varisty in one's réading snhances the
pleasure one gets from books, Well as | said | saw = group of
books labelled, * Thrills, Excitement, Mystery and Enjoyment —
True Ghost Stories’. The very sight of those covstable books
sent me into a fever of excitement, Howeavar, | managad to gst
them from my cautious friend oniy after convincing her that ghaost
stories have no efiect whatevey on my mind and that | was more
courageous than an avarage parson of my age. Anyhow she told
me never to read the books at night or the fast thing before going
to bed. | made all the false promisss that | could and hurried
back home with my prized possessions.

| remember how | evan forgot my meal times (a thing which
rarely happens to me !l) as | was so immarsed in the staries,
Some of the stories were so fantastic and strange that | would
hardly beliave tham; for example | read about a person who spent
2 night in a supposed-to-be haunted ancient mansion and how he
suddenly awoke in the middle of the night to find blood on his
shirt and on investigating he found that the cat which was} asleep
naar him had made a wound on his side and was sucking blood
from the wound, Some other stories were more blood-curdling
ones. There was one about a tall, dark stranger appearing every
night on the terrace of an old unused house and constantly look-
ing at his wrist as if he was impatiently waiting for somebody’s

arrival (perhaps his swestheart ?} 1t was about 10 P. M. thea
[ still did not feel like going to bed or putting down the book
1 smiled inwardly at my friend's weaknass in warning me abou
nightmares and such like. | was absolutely sure that | had a
much stronger mind than my friend’s ar for that matter strongey
than anybody's. However at 10.30 my mother’s constant taunt-
tngs and my droaping eyes ferced me to switch off my badroon
light. And then began the funl | was so sleepy that | even
forgot to draw down the mosquito net {mosquitoes are really bag
at my place).

My room is a most wonderful room; wenderful in the sens
that thers is no law or order whatever prevailing in it. Booky
of z2ll sizes and shapes can be seen strewn over the whole plac
(mostly ghost story books of coursal}, In fact it anybody sees
room in the dark the parson might mistake my room for a ghost
haven. | remember distinctly how as it was summer time. ! h
kept wne of my windows open, [The ground cutside my toom if
likewise filled with every conceivable wvariety of plants and tres
and according to my theory as plants exhale more carbon dinxfdli
at night the weather might gst hot and humid at night.] Anywai
{ must have failen asiesp the moment my head touched the pillow
Tha truth was that my mind was not as strong as ! m.lpp(:-sla-l!I
and the ghost stories | had read must have been workini
strangly on my s1ib-conscious mind, for suddenly | awoke fesling
strange as if .o was some super-natural presence in my roaom
I tried to summon up all my highly-boasted-about courage snd
survey my precious domain bravely. But all that | couid manags
to do was to open my ayes slightly. take a glance at the open
window and then shut them up again tightly, For, when | had
glanced at the Open window | had definitely seen a dark shape

near the window and | was terrified ! | wanitad to scream | bu

©no sound came from my parched throat. My heart was hammer-
* ing inside me and my body felt rigid and weak. | felt that if s

least | had et down the mosguito net it would have provided md
with sarna sort of protaction against the horrifying weird shapt
near my opan window. In fact at that moment my narves werg
almost at breaking point. | was close to hysterics. In my statd
| imagined all sorts of unearthly creatures and monsters closing II'I



@Around me in a deathly embrace. | preferred 1o die an immediate
eath rather than bear that agonising living nightmare. | tried to
pray hard but my mind just failed to work. | opened my eyes
once again and all | remember after that was | used all my might
/and gave a piercing scream. For on opening my eyes | had
wistinctly seen two shining eyes staring calmly at me.

| was shivering from head to foot and all my boasted-about
lcourage was brought to nought. My mother hurried into my room
and only when the room was flooded with light did | give a sigh
wof relief, And then my eyes instinctively turned to the window

expecting to find some strange, weird figure there. But fo my
utter astonishment and embarassment the family cat was lying
there calmly licking her coat and staring at me with those melan-
choly eyes of hers. | really cannot explain what an idiot | felt
myself to be. | thought what a fool | was that a simple harmless
cat could scare me to death when | had grandly boasted that my
mind was stronger than average and that | was extremely
courageous by nature. This experience ofcourse did not put me
off ghost stories but | was definitely resolved not to read ghost
stories at nighf or to boast too much about my inborn courage
and strength of mind.
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One of the fallen angels called the press. The press corres-
pondents had to believe in rebirth because, sitting before them
with a belly large enough to digest a nation, a cap and a satanic
smile, sat the politician, the rejuvenated incarnation of a devil.
' There were only three journalists. Press correspondent No, 1 was
an aged, spectacled man, his back bent like a watch-mender’s,
with snuff and shorthand equipment always ready at hand. P. C.
No. 2 would sometime ago have been called a juvenile delinquent,
but now a perfect gentleman; armed with sickle-like, wvibrant
‘moustaches which might fly at a sneeze, and thick sideburns that
‘brood like two ‘black minorcas’ hatching vain dreams; quick-
tempered and sufficiently intolerant. P. C. No. 3 was one who
glép't in his walk: a bag of bones; the hero of some epic of might-
ﬁave-baans; an unswerving inbecile; the typical “chain-smoker™,
with concave cheeks and wooden lips, This last one reminded one
of a derailed train gasping out its last breaths of smoke.

Tha Devil : Good morning! [ With a triumphant giggle | My
mission is almost completed. | gave the country rope

enough and it has hanged itself.

"P.C. —2: How do you mean?

| mean those “abiding’’ ideals that rot in the drains —
[Counting on fis fingers] liberty, equality, fraternity,
... and whatnot. Those gadgets have done the trick,
| tell you, hell is empty —

C.—1: [ Staring at him, and convinced ] | thought.so....

But then, we are free, still!

Why, you are nothing if not free. In fact you are the
slaves of your own liberty. The socialist is impervious
to reason, and cannot know that. But the indivi-
dualist is paying your government [ fondling his

belly, | taxes and self-respect.
. — 2: Rubbish! We ARE free, man!

Of course. You are free to choose your own addic-
tion — disillusionment or crosswords, tea or ‘pot’,
service or smoking., Life itself is an addiction in a
permissive society. And addiction, indeed, must be
bondage enough!

. — 2: [Jumping from his seat.] Mever! We have broken
all chains —
Bicycle-chains, for instance . ... politically, you are

free — absolutely free. Once, when anyone disagreed

P.C,-—1:

p.C. —1:

PR e 1

P.C.—2:

Che Devils “DPress Conference

Yaseen Ashraf, (1 M. A.

with his party bossas, he had to quit politics; lately,
he could cross the floor; but now one forms one's
own party. Freedom, then corrupts, and absolute

freedom corrupts absolutely.

For all your tricks, we are an incorruptible brother-
hood.

Certainly! The Cigarette Fraternity, for one, is a
co-operative establishment. The brothers-in-smoking
exchange cigarette stumps like greetings. They enjoy
the ecstasy together, and for sure will endure the
agony also together, Guffawing away their lives
through the last puffs, this Brotherhood is heading

for salvation. As an elegy runs,

- an angel bore Uncle Joe

To rest beyond the stars.

| miss him, Q! | miss him so —
He had SUCH good cigars.”

[Fixing the diplomatie smile, and turning to P. C. 3.]
But you won't tolerate Heaven — no fire even to

light a cigarette!
What about equality?

1t is practised in your business of scandal-mongering,
which knows no class or colour. As you say, “when
a bunch of people get together, God save the first
one who leaves! " Armchair backbiters and feather-
bed character — assassins are apostles of the equal-
opportunity-for-all ideal. Everyone has his time on
the pillory. Politically too all are equal — only,
[sitiing back against the sifken sofa] seme are more

equal.
And peace?

Celebrated everywhere in all vociferous pomp;
(Grinning), — posthumously, though! Which campus
is not a battlefield where those billy-goats fight?

It is the C.1. A."s work again! After all, that is the
trouble with peace. Pretty bad when it prevails,
but lovable at a distance. It is as boring as wait-
ing for a bus. Peace generates impatience. and

bickerings.

The chief cause of divorce is marriage — so don't



P-C|_1:

Dl
P.C.—=1:
D!
P.C.—2:
0.
P.C.—2:

marry! Well, that finishes peace toe — Know any-
thing of democracy?

Cuite advanced. MNow it is demonccracy. The kids
have their sey on anything. Who do yau think is
stronger — England’s Queen-in-Parliament or India’s
Student-in-Party?

Who s fisrcer — the lion or the tiger? The tiger is
hingry too, for | have socialised poverty as weil,
Beggars cannot be choosers, and vyou feed on
snohbery — sarvice-snobhery, casualty-snobbery. |f
he had settled here, Robinson Crusoe himself would
have prayed to be saved from his friends, All die
with the help of too many physicians.

Don't you think the public servants, like eisphants,
are assats for the nation? Living, they serve us and
dying, give us halidays.

Like white elephants, rather. | myself appreciata
their sinister itch for service. And | have mads an
excellent job of secularism also,

Monsensal 11 is infallikle.

You see only your side of it, The onlooker sees most
of the game, and it has not always been fair. The
players, umpires and fans have all livad up to my
expactations. But that task is es easy as sattingup a
student-run college. 1 had a tough time making
literature another religion, deifving Socialism. And
now you worship Mrs. Grundy,

It is all a revisionist prepeganda. Do you mean to
say religion is prohibited?

D.
P.C.:— 3
Dl
2, Bs—

That wayld have been battar for (eligion. Atleasti
the prison would have been inaccessible for me.1I
But no, I've mads it a skelaton in the cupboards of
all God's men. Faith [suppressing & lsughter] isin
tha pradicament of the grammarian who, in the
climactic peak of his fluent rhetoric, suddenly forgot’
the proper preposition somewhere. See 7 Per-:
factly done—-1'm no govarnment official to bungla'

my job.

fLighting another cigarette] But our progress aftar
independence —

"Independenca 'l You mean ‘freadom *, probably
Corruption nationalised, hearts made waterproof
values air-conditionsd — it's tremendous progress
You are the standing traveilars in a bus, who he
and obey the intermittent axhortations to m
forward. inside the nation’s bus, progress is stead
But the bus itsalf crawls along like a snail, feseling
though the crow that picks at the fish over roof we
the last straw on its back. But you mutts nev
learn; fchuckfe] rather, the sun would rise in t
west. [rising] Satan bless youl [Ex/t],

{as if entranced] Qh!\ [pinching aut soma snufl]
sunrise and sunset are beautiful still — in spite d
politicians | [Exeunt ali],

[Note :
has bean abridged, For details, please read ‘Parad)
Relost,” to be published shartly.

The account of the Conference Procesdi

Yours,
— DEVIL]



THE FOUR-IN-ONE TRAGEDY

The sky was dark. The sinking sun in the west was helping
the rajn clouds in making the sky darker. Nature was gloomy,
dark and silent; silent, except for the occasional twittering of
birds, and ofcourse the sound of sobbing which rose out of the
canal. The bird sitting on the wall of the dam at the head of the
canal, swoopad dewn in the direction of the sobbing, down the
canal as if to locate the source,

Sudha was crying; her head resting on Soman’s shoulder
seatad in the deep, dry, canal, his back resting against its side,
Soman was embracing Sudha, and scothing har, This would be
the last time they would meet, he knew. Their affair which had
started four vears ago was to end, The countless letters, sveryday
meetings undar the banvan tres which had been cut down to
make way for the canel. They had then continued to meet in the
canal, a safe place, to speak their hearts cut. And now thay were
to part. She was to be married, married to the young engineer
who had built the dam and canal whera they now sat. Soman
was wealthy, handsome and intelligent, But still a student. How
could he ask for her hand? Both knew it was futiie. That could
never happen, with such an eligible bachalar Ias the enginesr
already on the scens. Nature seemad to cry out at their parting,
The dark sed weather. The dam wanted to ¢ry out; its waters,
straining at the walls, to come out, t¢ join Sudha’s tears.

Ram, the enginear sat in his office, his devastatingly hand-
gsoms face clearly exhibiting his pent up worries in the lines and
black smudges below his syss. He had evarything to worry about,
The new dam had besn campleted. |t was to be formally opened
ten days hence, timing with his forthcoming wedding. At the
thought a smils crossed his worried features. 'A streak of sunshine
during the storm’, But things had taken a bad turn. A storm was
raging in the east. The river had been flooded. The water in
the small reservoir bohind the dam had risen dangarously; the

Prem G. Nath, 11 P. D. C.

unexpected strain on the new walls of the dam might cause it to

break. That was why he was worried. Now he could only do ons
thing — open the sluice gates of the dam and let the water fres.
It would have been bettar to have done it on his wedding day he
thought, Wearily he got up and walked towards the dam.

The bird was back, perched on the dam wall. It saw Ram
come, look at the resarvoirs and then operate the machinery
which cpened the sluice gates. Next moment all the gates wete
open. The water rushed out from the opgnings in the wall |
carrying the mud and gravel of the nawly dug canal with it
Sensing danger the bird rushed towards the young couple seatedd
in the canal. Its nest with its youngd fledglings was in a hole on
the side of the canal. It wanted to save them.

The screeching of the bird woke Suda and Soman from theity
revaria, They saw the rushing waters, Desperately Soman pushed'-
up Suda urging her ta climb up the bank. Out of terror and
fright she slippad. The water rose. The slippery mud impedead]
their progress. The fight for survival. It was lost. The two bodiss
ware whisked away in the flood of tears — of the dam,

Ram saw the scene, terror stricken from the dam. He rushed
down the steps trying to reach the struggling ceuple. He waH
alreagdy late in seeing the couple from the dam and when
raached tham, it was too late. Just befors it went under, ha 5a :
the head of a girl. Ha was struck dumb. The face of his bride
to ....be...."Suda’. The screeching of the bird, trying
vainly to save its young, echoed in his head. He had killed her, hef
thought to himself. Amid the screeching he started shouting
‘I killed herl 1 killed her *, and flung himseli into the river. Thef
screeching too stopped. The hird fall into the river, death havips
claimed him through over exertion. MNext day tﬁree bodies wr
pulled outl, Alsc a small bird which nebody cared for.
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