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Short sior s

THE UMBRELLA

[ took my umbrella in my hand and opened
it. As soon as I opened it, cockroaches began to
scramble all over the umbrella. Some of them

i found their way easlly downwards inside my
 vost and sheltered there. Some others found
that my nose and ear were not wide enough
ifor them. 1 closed my mouth firmly.

All this occurred in the heart of the
bazaar, Everybody laughed at my comic
Plcture. Soon came comments from either sfde
of the road. “Look! look! at the glass of
fashion’” one exclaimed and others burst into
laughter, The echo of that woke up the men
0n the other side and I heard one of them
#aying: “an Inpovatlon in the world of um-
brellas.”” Another sophisticated man commen-
Bed: ““shame shame!” Some others also made
paustic remarks as if they were the salt of the
parth, But I did not mind.

In fact I could not make out the why or
Wherefore of these street comments and lavgh-
jer.  Putting on airs I walked along the road,
r now I have an umbrella. After a little while
Fhen I looked back 1 fourd a procession of
frebins following me. They enjoyed the sight
ery much and and were chanting songs. I was
) great distress. Everything went aganist my
gpectation. 1 bad fancled that every body
puld look at me enviously when I went thro-
jh the bazaar with an open umbrella. In my
gnd’s eye I had imagined myself taking
prenge on those who did not take me under
jplrs when 1t was raining.

; Thus I proceded on, my destination being
¥ college. The college road was almost

P. K. Abdussamad, Hl B. Sec.

deserted. There I tried to investigate the cause
of their laughter. At first I thought it was due
to my carrying an umbrella on such a beautiful
sunny day. I admit that carrying an umbrella
Is inconvenlent and rather foollsh on such a
day. I had experlenced it. The bus conductor
didnot let me in because I had an umbrella
with me. Suvddenly one cockroach scurrled on
to my raised hand and I looked up to knock it
out. Then I got the crux of the matter. Ah!
It was really funny. My umbrella, no, so-called
umbrella was weatherbeaten battered and
shattered. It looked llke a perforated ladle
which could be used conveniently in a bakery
for transfering loaves from ofl. Sunlight drew
as many point circles, on my body, as the
sumber of holes in it. fts ribs were rusty and
rustic. Its wooden stemn had enough holes in
it to hide thousands of bugs, and Indeed it did,
Its cloth was composed of many-many square
and rounded pieces, each stitched to it by
different repairers.

The sight of it was enough for me. T closed
it immediately before anybody could make me
a fool again. I hung It again from my colar,
not as in the same mood as I had done it
before. Formerly it was a form and fashion.
This time to hide it from those who came
against me. I had repzatedly asked my father
to buy a new one. Always his response was
the same *“I have noted one In the Rani
Umbrella Mart Calicut. We can buy it after
plucking the coconuts and selling the copra.
When I pressed the need of a watch his answer
was the same, the only difference being that,



«we can buy it when } go to sell pepper.”” many
a time copra and pepper were sold, but um-
brella, watch and the llke remained in th: same
old shops waiting for beiter customsrs. S0
even such ap ombrella was of interest 1o me.

When T arrived at the college premises
my friends stiffty criticised me for taking the
umbrella. It was not uncxpezcted. Everybody
had reached my c¢lass on the tick. [ was the
last to enter. When T took my umbreila to
place it in a safe corner my classmates shouted
in high pitch “kuchela, kXuchela...””, began
to hoot and howtand struck their palms on the
desks. Pcor desks! [ felt sorry for them. My
class-mates called me a country high school
chap. The appearance of the punctual fecturer
put an end to every thing.

The lecturer directly passed on to prove
D’Morgan and Bertrand's First test. Within
five minutes the board was fully covered with
chalns of a, b, ¢,... X, ¥, z... and so on
connected together with plus and minus signs.
Even though we were discussing infinite ser'es
the surface area of the blackboard cam= to an
end. Hc stretched hls hand back to take the
duster to erase the upper parts of the board.
But there was no duster. Of course he hadn’t
brought it with him. He looked around in
search of waste paper. But there was none.
Finally his cyes -— cunnieg tkey are — reached
the corner where I had placed my umbrella.
Hec was conscled to see the “ombrella-duster™
there. An expression of ease and satisfactlon
prompted him to a crooked smile. He wasted
not even a slngle minute then. He handled
my umbrella and began to make space to
complete the proof. Yes, It was the tainted
wether of the flock !

A3 he rubbed on, a ceckroach inslde was
lrritated and came cnt. 1t made some search-
lng passes here and thers on our lecturer’s
sweet tender body and then conveaiently
slipped inte hiz mouth., He snorted violently
and carted ft out. He left the ¢lass room and
the attender after a few minutes came to inform
us that we were free during that hour. Every
bydy rejoiced at it and celebruted the freedom

with hoot: and howls. Everybody except the
ladies praiscd me tor my service. The ladfes
Jdid not know whether to laugh or weep. But
none of my friends, though they were brawe
enough to tame any termagant dared examine
my umbreils and let the cat out of the bag!
The cat was in the bag and not in the umbrells,
If it were s0 we hadn’t any chance to see our
Iecturer stop. |

The facecut of the day was bruised. Her
glistening srafle gradually glided away. To
wards 3 o'clock she turned more splenetic.
Jupiter lost his temper in the heavens and
thuenderbolts rolled on. ‘The overbright sun
could not be visualised anywhere in the skies.
Tt was hard tn say whether 1t was night or day,
Through the window bars we could see thl]
incandescent lamp burning in our principal’
roonm. Bverybody else was in utter darknesy
To light our path, pature provided flashin
electrlc sparks intermitiently. We stopped !
discuss homographic propzrties and perspec
tivity of ranges and penclls. Everybody availe
nimszIf of this opportunity to *‘soap’ me anp
reserve my umbrella. T (urned a deaf ear
them all.

Soon it began to drizzle. Heavy an
plump droplets came first as a warning. The
charged thelr shape to long sharp needle
Presently it rained cats and dogs. Water ca
down in buckets. The tiled roof of the colle
building produced long and snever-endin
pattering sounds.

The last bell resounded in time as us
I could not see the usual baste and rush at th
door. Everybody oozed out of the class. I
the Iast to enter, so was 1 the last to go out,
took my umbrella with pride and power. N
it was as grey as an octogenarfan’s head
came to the verandha like a soldler marchl
to the battlefield with his weapons. Stude
were standlng beside the parapet wall. Th
had only pockei edition books with the
nothing more. Everybody found my rott
umbrella but none dared to make fon at
Now it was really something valuable. F
weatber frlends surrounded me and o



humbly requested: “will you please ‘*drop” me
near the hostel? A second one implored :
“May I also come with you to the bus-stand?”’
A third one was highly formal In h#s request:
“Happy {0 meet you! are we not going now?”,
I moved on as if T hadn’t heard any one. The
latest fashion in modern life among college
students {s never to take an umbrella even
thongh they have more than one and reach
and return somehow.

I came to the porch of the maln building.
I found my lecturer, who found the advantage
of such an umbrella, standing there in gloom
and repentance. He tried to smile when he
saw me. I vnderstood the meaning of that
smile and hence did not return it. I opened
my umbrella and started home directly. The
Brey part of It seemed to laugh at the lectarer
meekly, who was standing there as silent as a
statue,

The bus stand was quite deserted. The
dark metalled road was resting In silence.
Rain gathered momentum. Rain soaked and
drevched me completely except my head.
‘Rain played rhythms and danced on my
ambrella, which could not bear it. It rattled
fiike a bullock-cart. ¥ imagined that I was the
young but a modern Ulysses striving hard to
Pxplore the whole universe. T recited Tennyson
put of my memory without a single m!stake.

; rough scuddmg drfﬂ's the ramy Hya.des
excd the dim seca; I

A P

fhat ever w:th a frolic welcome took

Fhe thunder and the sunShine, .o
ffade weak by time and fate, but stroug In will
JO stirive to seek, to find and not to yield™.

i By this time 1 set foot on an empirs of field
jver which the sun never rose — Water was far
pove the mud walls. Is hlstory repeating?
pe sky was growing darker and darker. To
pmplete the picture terrlfic wind also came in-
j actlon. Storm lifted the umbrella up in the
_1 » I did not lose my grasp. I was also going

up and up. If 1 had taken one friend with me,

I thought. ¥ screamed In alarm and shouted
for help. Sanddenly I was coming down with
the parabola in my hands. On my way down-
wards. I found my umbretla going still bhigl,
never to return. I plonked into water with a
splash.

Presently I was oo my hlps sitting astride
on the mudwall. Birds were returning to thcir
nests after their day’s falr. Then I heard the
Mulla In the mosque calling people for prayer.
I was in utter chaos. I could not make out
whether it was dawn or dusk. Bitter cold and
a mystic silence prevalled all over the reglon,
But the twipkling lamps on elither banks of
the village helped me in my judgment that it
was dusk.

The water In the brook was coloured
blood-red. Storm had nearly come to an end.
Rain continued. My books werc in water.
When [ opened them there was not even ga
single imprint of Lelbnitz formula or of any
thing my hands had trled there. However I
decided to use them for another lorg year.
Now how shall T return home withcout the
umbrella and face my father? I wszs in hot
waters. Coldness left me. Beads of perspira-
tion appzared on my brow. That umbrella had
come to my father as an helr-loom. It had
come from my five and twentleth grand father
each of them handed 1t to their son to use it
in their wedding procession to their bridss’.
My father had nsed it twice and was keeping
it on the attlc to hand on to his son.

This morning, mother prompted me to
take it even though father sald it angured iil.
Her intutive knowledge might have told her it
would rain that afternoon. Ignoring his Do’s
and IDont’s I hung it on my collar, and like a
Sultan newly got iato power went to the college
with a new outlook on life. Unknowingly my
eyes were directed to heaven for help from
Providence. The historic umbrella might have
now reached my greatest grandfather. 1 was
then dellghted to see a new umbrella, not
open vwet, descending from the heavens., [
adjusted my positlon and received it in high



reverence and awe. My hands were trembling
when | opened it. Inside it, I mnoticed an
artistic inscription: “for the young and
modern Ulysses™.

To my surprise I did not know how [
reached home. My father was waitlng for me

on the threshold, with great suspense and
bewilderment, ready to go for shopping. He
wanted the umbrella. He had a close look at
the umbrella. Then he glanced at me and
finally his eyes turned directly at the top of
the coconut trees.



Short story

WE AGREED TO
DISAGREE

Bubu Antonio George, 111 8. A.

Is not marriage an open question, when it is alleged from the beginuing
of the world that such as are in the institution wish to get out; and such

as are ou! wish to get in.

I used to be sorry to hear of divorces, not
any more though. As a child T was taught
that man and wife were but one flesh and can-
not be patted. First, there was to be a union

And I was thinking of such a thing. Scout
was more beautiful than I could write ; I could

. paint. If the young man in me loved her, it
- was not my fault. T could enjoy the sight of

L

her only occasionally. So I painted her por-

. tralt and kept it in my bed-room with an

: ardent hope of bringing her inte my bed-room
- in flesh and blood. Every morning I looked at

1

. her portrait and smilcd at it and every night I

- kissed it gocd night before I retired. She came
to see another of my paintivrgs, and though
pleased at heart (she confessed this later), she

-8pat on it and spoke insultingly of me.

“ A painter he is! And 20 he thinks !
} When this was reported to me, I feit that I had
lost all my vital force to keep me alive. That

 nlght when, as uswval, 1 kissed her portrait,
1 wept — grown up boys were not supposed to
¢ty. Her face got more deeply impressed on
my heart then. No amount of weeping wiped
‘awWay the paln she <o cruelly had presented.

When we met again, T never said a word
about it. But she looked troubled. I suddenly

— Emerson,

discovered that I had not ceased to love her.
From then op, I kept en thinking of her com-
ing to me and brecaking in tears in the most
ardent love.

This did bhappen. I could hardly call her
name then. I felt a ivmp In my throat and all
I could say was :

“ Why did you not tell me earlier 7 *°

She then accused me echoing my own words
and I loved to hear it. So when she became
my wife, I did not know which to kiss first—
either her lips or her portrait. At last, 1
kissed her portrait first. A shadow of dis-
appointment spread over her face, for she had
failed in the contest. I loved it because she
looked excitingly beautiful then, We consldered
ourseives the ideal couple and every day’s
experlence proved that we were right. [ did
ot remove the portrait cventhough it had
done Its offize.

Bad luck should have staried as I painted
the porirait of tie charming wifc of an influ-
entizl friend. The portrait, they ssid, wasa
very great zucce:s. This Was u torning point
in my life. Soon I got invitatiuns from a couple
of digritaries to paint portraits. I was not a
professional painiter, but thought scon I was



going to he one. Palnting took up a iot of time
and I would run to my wife sometimas, brush
in my hand, to clalm a kiss. T was not to
forget her. One day she ssid when 1 kissed
her :

“Tony, you are very happy. Is the paint-
ing a hit 27 1 lost all my jcy, but showed ne
sign of it.

1 became a popuiar, dignified and busy
painter. And as [ cams to be widely apprc-
ciated, ] poticed that | was lcss appreciated
by my wife. She showed a distaste for parties.
So I would rush back to my wife toon, to find
her readipg books. Disappointed, T w: uld
wait for her in mv reom.

Qccasionglly 1 had to {cave her to go for
palcting. After every sucti short departure, J
would find her gainine more serfousness about
her. I would expect a smiling race of Scout to
receive me. I inquired cvery tirie whether she
was 1), But she was not. One das [ found a
pencil-sketch oa her table in a scrap. A man’s
figure with hairs standing on ¢nds suggesting
a brush and two partiy naked girls kissing his
face, ail clumsily done below her big undeci-
pherable signsture, [ was shlightiy shocked to
see that. Another day she burned o werld
famous novel by Alkerto Moravia. Other

books followed it. She seemed to hate Moravia;
shie burned all his books in my Ubrary. And
all I did for that was kiss her. Because with
all my knowledge of Frezud 1 knew what she
meant. ] stopped golng out for painting for a
while, and kept her company. Once ip the
darkness of my bed-toom, | heard her insist
on not having a chitd, 1 had always been care-
ful not to restrict my young wife’s freedom by
mak!ng her a mether, Jt was strapge for her
to say that that nlght, The next day she showed
miich abnormality.

The return of my wife from the mental
hospital wiped away from me the last trace of
love. The very first day she spat op my paint-
Ing. T knew she meant a going back. Miss
Scout once agaln, She was erasisg frem her
life & long period with an inconceivable
forgetfulress, a malady germinated from!
self-torment. 1 was assured that she was)
mentally all vight and hcalthy. I remember!
her nsisting on not having a child. 1t was
then that I understood that she meant to havy
70 child at all and pot no child ‘now’. ...
This is my version of the story. Was it Scout]
that was my wife ?

I used to be sorry to hear of divorces, not
anymors theugh.



