“ADIEU MY NADIRA!”

P. Padmini.

On a hot Friday afterncon -n April. | was
sitting In my room, with a half-filled suiicuse,
before me and varigus knick-knacks arounrd
me. T was starting off for Agriy within two
days, to spend the vacation with my cousin
there. Packing hAnished, I spent a good time
inspecting the snap-shots and guide-hooks of
the historical monuments of Agra and when I
went to sleep that night my mind was full of
the images of ‘he unseen Taj, Agra-Fort,
Khas Mahal, Pearl-Mosque and other places.

It was a fine evening with a cool-breeze
enveloping the hot air around Agra. My cousin
Rajesh and I were standiog bafore the huge
Taj-gate, the first item on our programme at
Agra. The thres storeyed edifice with a brass
door, which originaliy was of silver, welcomed
us into one of the great wonders of the worid.
We entered the Taj-wurden. A riot of colours,
s‘comfy”’-marble seais and fountains greeted
us. My gaze fell upon the marble tank in the

- centre with crystal-clear water and a bunch of
_lotus floating on the top. Looking down at
them T could see a faint 1mage of the Taj refle-
ctedam1d€t and turniang around, when I looked
;t the TAJ in its real form, “My soul had its
qpntcnt soabsoluie .. ...... ... 2

f Walking forward we joined a group of
p-school-kids and an old puide who look us
ond the interiotr of the Taj.

>3~ The slippery marsie floor, and walls with
flowers and scenery engraved on them were
_pow naked without (he precicus jewels and
F stoges. Some of them were replaced by
“imftation jewels and glass beads. The central
“ room, where rest the fair bodies of the king
g.nd queen, unseparated even afier dzath, was
uqmsuel}r decoraied with gold and jewcls. We
3 some flowers on the floor solemnly
and left the place, soon! Because, the interior

i1 B. Se.

of th: Taj, despiic its artistic perfection
was saddening ‘o ma. Bach stone and marbie,
seem=d to tetl the painful steries of these
prople who worked day and night for the com-
plet’nn of the Taj, but were killed by the king,
lest they would make another Taj on the earth.
The cold, damp air was suffocating to me, and
so T was glad to get into the happy, mellowing
scene outside.,

It was a moon-lit night and I had heard
much ahout the beauiy of the Taj on such a
night. Bverything was silent around us, for
there wers not many people in the garden. A
half-moon was alrcady in the sky and I was
bent on seeing the beauty of the Taj, bathed in
the moon-light. So when, Rajesh urged me
to leave the place, I asked him to go and wait
for me at the hotel, he consented and as a
parting shot said winking.

“Keep away from those beautiful Punjabi
airls who are slightly mad over the South
Indian boys™!

“But, orc of my intentions in coming to
Agra was to get acquainted with such a
beauty”” -1 replied with pretended seriousness!

““Then best of luck, my boy’” he said
solemnly and we both burst into laughter.
Soon he laft me!

I sat under a cypress trec in the garden
and Jookcd at the Taj, that **dream in marble’’
and my heart was full of sympathy for the
maker of this immorial teardrop of love for
his pzinful last days! I was going to sink
into my dreams, when the sound of soft foot
steps, was heard b=bind! 1 turned around and
looked at the most beautiful feminine face I
have ever seen! .

A girl of seventeen or cighteen with a ripe-
wheat complexion, wearing a Punjabi *selwar’
and light ‘kameez’, exposing her perfect body



lines, was standing there. Her long hair was
harging in two plaits behind and she wore a
pair of pearl car-rings. Her redlips and dark
eyes wure really inviting. T stared at her for
some silent seconds and groped for words.
Finally mustering my courage, 1 muttered a
“hello” almost inaudible!

“Hello” she replied smiling; my nerves
loosened, I said to myself, after all she might
be a visitor iike me and there isn’t anything
to fear or suspect. Turning up modestly I in-
troduced myself, *My name is Mohan, from
Kerala to see this’’ — I pointed at the Taj. She
acknowledged it with a bow and said, “My
name is Nadira, I live nearby and visit the Taj
on moon-Jit nights” — her tone was silky.

Upon this Iinvited her to sit near me and
we looked at the Taj, being caressed by the
silver beams. There was total darkness around
us, save for the moon-light and the air was
cold. Nadira was a good talker, and we dis-
cussed Agra and Moghul history in general,
I noticed that she never said anything personal
about her, or asked about me, T too did not
dare to ask ! Finally when my radium-dialled
watch showed past eight, T got up to take
leave, and suddenly she broke in, ““what about,
dropping in at my place and sharing a cool
drink with me? I live nearby™’

Rajesh’s warning flashed through my
mind, but when you are with a sweet-seventeen
on a night like that, you forget yourself. I
accepted her invitation and followed her
silently.

She took me through unknown paths and
1l-lic Tanes and finally, we stood before a big
stone-wali with an iron gate, all cloaked in
darkness. What! 1 ¢jaculated, if my memory
of the snap was correct this was the great
Agra Fort! [ felt uneasy, and wondered who
this Nadira really was! She piloted me through
many small and big edifices ail in red stones
and marble, some of which were in graceful
decay, ald at last we stood before the most
beautiful of all, on¢ in red-stone, made after
the fashion of Moghul architecture. The

walls were delicately carved. She turnedi
towards. me and said in her swect voice
“Mohan, now we are standing on the threshold
of the < Khas Mahal’ in Agra Fort’ !
“But, my dea-, 5 this the place where you live
or are you playiny the part of a guide’’ 1 de-
manded. *“Whaz, if, I turn to be your guide?”
she asked, T felt relieved; she might be playing
the role of a guide and taking me places, so
I added mischievously “Not even a saint will
spare a eirl like you teo-night’’, “D'n’t be
stlly™! She s=id smilingly and suddely her voice
became serious ‘“Have you ever heard any-
thing about this, Mohan? this was the place of
merry-making of the kings and queens, there
was a fountain, which splashed the rose-water
for the royal Tadies’ use, and there->> She jerked
a finger towrds a plot of land-““was a vine-yard
the soil of which was brought from Kashmir’,
She pauses and her voice grew softer, ** The
walls of this Mahal echoed with the sounds of
the songs sung by the court musicians and
“*Shanai” and lying on a golden coach, Shah-
jehan hime<elf ns>d to hear this and view the
dances of his beautifut Persian slaves’® — she
stopped and half-closed her eyes as if listening
to the sound of the shanaf and the jingle of the
anklets.

I felt uneasy, the air around us was cold
and th= moon threw s.iver-coins on the floor,
everything seemed to be belonging to the
dead past znd to relieve myself of the tension,
I asked, a preoccupied Nadira *“‘But, you are
talking like a history professor, haow do you
know all these minute detalls™?

 She looked at me, and smiled her “Mona-
Lisa’ smiie. Those plum cheecks grew more
plum, showing two dimples eves longer, and
she said in a dreamy voice.

“Didn’t T ieil you that I liva here? I was
one of those beawniiful Perslan slaves, who
danced for the king all his life time and when
his son, who banned all music and dance, came
to power, we were ruthlessly killed and our
dead-bodies drowned in the Yamuna™ .. ...,
her voice tralled off into silence, I knew she
was choking!

L




I felt a cold shiver running through my
body and said in a slow voice:

“Thenyou area.... " I stammered, “yes,
I am a ghost, one who loves to visit this place
and tall her stories to strangers like you™ ““and
now, my boy, [ must leave, yon, good night
‘and good bye” her voice had a pleasant nie
iand I closed my eyes in weariness. When ]
lopened, I could see the fluttering end of her
ed-silk ‘Dupelta’ and the Moghul-fashioned
indals, I jerked forward as if to embrace her
yut fell on the floor with a heavy thud, and my
‘head hit somzihing hard.

; I opened my eyzs, and looked up to see
Ehc shinirg moon on the Agra Fort, but to my
rhorror, I saw the wooden cetling of my room

up and white walls around! T sat bolt upright;
evidentally I had fallen from my cot and was
sitting on the cement floxr. The walt-clock
showed it was past 8-30, and bright sun-rays
pierced through the window-bars. Then it was
adream, afierall 11! I could not help-bursting
intoa wild laughter, and the stair-case sounded.
and I knew it was mummy. To avoid a scene
with her for getting up s late, I got to my {eet,
spread the shest on the bed, and adjusted
the fallen pillows. Grabbing my tooth-brush
and paste when I dashed to the bath room, the
only face that lingered in my mind was that of
Nadira and I prayed softly, “If in every sleep
came, such dreams, may I sleep forever, and
forever..... ” “Adieu my Nadira®.
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Short Story_

SHEIKH HAMADANI

A. K. Kunhikoya, Il M., A.

- Tt was a fine, splendid evening. M. Walker
and his beloved wife, Mary were on their way
to the theaire. Mr. Walker was of stout,
muscular and of a siurdy physique. His broad
shoulders, long, strong and muscular hands
and legs looked lik: those of a boxer. But he
was some-what good-leoking, throughout ex-
tremely bandsome. He was in cvening dress, in
a long, loose but prefecily cut suit. His wife,
Mary was slim and charming with bloe and
dreamy eyes, well shaped limbs dainty locks
of chestout colour tiny, beautiful lips, and
firm bosom. She was admirably dressed.

Mr. Walker was extremely ford of her.
He was rather jealous. He could not breok
even the idea of her beauty being enjoved by
another man. To him she was chaster and

more charming than even the Goddess Diana.

He knew fully well that it was dangerous to
have a beautsful wife these days.’

The cvening sunshine added a nnew charm
to her face, her eyes looked brighter and her
hair daintier.

They rteached the palace of Sheikh
- Hamadani, the ruler of Abu Dhabi. The huge
building constructed in old architectonic style
basked in the golden sunshine of thc evening
looked much more glorious. Mr. Walker’s
ieyes rested for a few seconds on 1hat old piece
Mof architecture- He was an engineer working
i a British Contracting Company in Abu
Dhabi. He and his wife belonged 1o Lebanon
and had come there to earn their livelihood.

- They were walking along the road looking
:jdly at the shop-windows since they had stili
- few minutes to spare. There were only a
.few people in the street and occasionally some
/Emotor car passed by.

There was a small shop near the palace by

the side of the road owned by one Mehammed
from Malabar. Two Atabs were sipping sherbet
and a young bony man was about to light his
cigarette. Mr. Walker walked up to the shop
and asked for a pack of cigarettes. Muhammed
looked up and saw a bewitchingly charming
young girl standing behind a stout fellow.
For a moment he even doubted if it were an
angel “just got out of heaven’. He could not
with draw his eyes from her. He did not hear
Walker asking for cigareties. He was not been
aware if the situation.

Mr. Walker saw where Mubhammed’s eves
were resting upon. His jealousy flamed into
anger. He could not endure witnessing a
wreiched Indian staring at his beloved so
lastfully.

A motor car fiashed in lightning-speed and
the dusi on the road ftew high. Suddenly the
shop-keeper shut his cyes having some dust
fallen in them., “*What, the wretched dog ogling
at my sweet heart!” Just a minute! He p::unced
upon Mubammed and his jong, sirong hands
fell upon his cheek with tremendcus force .

1

Mubhammed had been in Atu Dhabi for
the last fifteen years. He had been running
that shop for about seven ycars. It was he
who supplied sweets and cigarettes for ihe
palace and he had a somewhat close contact
with the family of the Sheikh. He was quite
sure that he was in the good books of Sheikh
Hamadani. During his fificen years stay in
Abu-Dhabi no case of offence had been brought
before the Sheikhl in his name. So, Muhammed
made up his mind (o bring his grievance 1o
the Sheikh’s notice.

The plaintiff and Defendani Mr. Walker
and Mohammed were summoned before the



Sheikh, The Sheikh was an obese elderly man,
grey-haired, slighly balding with bright tustful
eyes and fair complexion.

Muhammed began to cxplain every thing
as it had happened without omitting even
the minute details. As he heard of the
bewitchirg charm of Mary the Sheikh’s eyes
begun to glow. Now it was the time for
Walker to defend himse!f. Before he could
speak the Sheikh interrupted.

“We'll pass our judgment omly after
seeing your lady. She should be brought
before us within three days™.

Mr. Walker was taken aback. He began

to tremble from top to toe as if he had been
sentenced to be given capital punishment. He
hurriedly walked down the palace with gloomy
face and fearful eyes.

He walked down the street. He was
throughtfull. He knew pretty well the Arabian
Shelkhs. He was sure of the intention of the
Sheikh that motivated his words. He knew
also that as long as they were in Abu Dhabj
he counld not save his beloved from the cloiches
of the Sheikh.

That evening Mr. Walker booked two
tickets for the plane flying to Lcbanon next
morning.
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