A MORNING WALK WITH DR. SPOONER

K. Yaseen Acshraf, I B. A, (Eng.)

Not long before, T had a “*morning walk”’
accompanied by Dr. Spooner — once the war-
den of New College, who is immortalised by
the ‘ism’ named after him. ¥t was rather a
“romantic association”” like what John Keats
had with the gay nightingale.

Winter’s snowfall had not completely dis-
appcared in the bright sun. All was jovial
around. Doctor Spooner seemed pleased tp see
me. But I was suddenly showed by his bolt-
from-the-blue like words.

“Ha! Sad to see you on this gladeless
Monday Sorrow!!”

It was after one or two moments that T
remembered the mischievous tongue of his. It
was a Sundav morning, and T guessed he had
““entrused’ his tongue to say, “Glad to see you
on this shadeless Sunday morrow.”

I thiok ¥ had stared at him for a while,
not being able to detect the core of his initial
statement, for he said. ““Aye! please do not
share at me so; it’s nothing to give you a
stock!™”

— He meant T was not to stare at him so,
and that it was nothing to give me a shock.
“But.”” he went on, *“it’s one of the stung lips
that I'm a permanent patient of,”

No one could see his lips stung at that
time, but anyone who knows his name should
know he was a patient of ““tongue-slips.””

Though too late, I did not forget to play
my part of greeting, “Good-morning, Sir.>> He
then, proposed: “a dance in the glue-filled
earth will be pleasant.” My mouth was about
to express my inability to dance, when suddenly
my brain ‘‘caught™ it. I consentied to have a
siroll and a “‘glance in the dew-filled earth,”
with him.

He gotl dressad, and we were on our way.
“Sir,”” 1 asked him, <1 guess you’re still at
New College.”

“Yes, you are right. I'm still the head of

queue knowledge.””

I held my tongue which bounded out to
sav that it was this *“knowledg="" that we were
lacking in India, and that we would give much
for the head that is the centre of this knowledge.

We had reached a hillock when he mutt-
ered: *“See, what a hideous bill.>® First 1.
thought he was meaning the hotel bills and it
was not until T had said, “Oh! indeed these
hotel-keepers are rogues,” that I understood
he meant “*beauteous hill.”’

“They? — he said, and pointing to the
little holes of reptiles, remarked, “Well, they
serve the poisons of these dish-elves.”” T just
nodded affirmatively, realizing that he had in
his mind, “they deserve poisons of those
shelves™ or caves as a penalty.

The scene was enchunting; the beautiful |
nature seemed apparelled in a golden garb of
the sun. The dew drops upon the green grass
leaves twinkled just like the eloquent sweet-
drops of an Indian peasant, Nature was whis-
pering excitedly unlike the dumb melancholy
of an Indian Cottage.

“It isn’t much of a daring boy, you see,”
the Doctor spoke. [t was not a remark about
me as | first feared. The ““daring boy™ stood
for a “*boring day.”

I vaguely remember thata cart had passed
by us when he said, “How do you like this cart
of our pantry?”’

“Very fine,” 1 replied, for the cart way
really so. But the word “‘paniry” struk me a
little and I felt he had asked about that “part




of the Country.”” Yet the reply was to be the
same — s0 it did not matter much.

Then taking up my turn, T asked his opinion
of India. “Ha” he sighed, **the land is pawed
to befit its pleasants, but the people do not
befit the land.”” He was, of course, right — for
our ancestors had “ploughed’™ our motherland
to befit us, but we do not befit the land. **And
you see, your land is an age of strong actions.
You kiss your duties but match your rights;
you have mounts to eat but no hats to feed.””

To “translate” it, ours is a stage of wrong
actions; we miss our duties but catch our rights;
We have mouths to eat but no hands to feed.

“The other day,”” he continued, launching
on a fresh subject, “when I was carrying my
two horses, to my surprise I found my mat
hissing. At last I was mocked to shoet it kitt-
ing quiet upon my shed.”

— that was an incident that happened
while he was *“hurring to his courses” (he
called his tutorial centre *“The Courses’’). He
found his hat missing. Eventually he was
*shocked tomeet it sitting quiet upon my head.”

“And another day I had to shell myself
for it was not a wood gun and could not bury
even ten cooks at a time” — It was a case of
selling his shelf as it could not carry even ten
books and was not a good one.

“And yet another; when I was briding my
icicle, I rode over a deaf rogue. It was bang
upon my chalk tracing me; T just stopped and
(turned, but it just voted its tray.”> — This was
bof a “rough dog” that he rode over while rid-
ig his bike, and which was on his track,
chasing him. The dog, upon his halting, just
trotted on its way.

It was then time to retonrn. I was about to
:propose it, but he himself suggested, of course
in his own way.

_ “Now I think we'd better hit on Rome -
<h?”

_ We were not half-way back when a boy
came kicking the sand and raising dust.

“Hey, you sad lily there’” (He shouted a
lrttie amusingly, ““don’t go about moving thread
against sirangers like that. They'll knock your
hall-bed offits place, or you will get a chap on
your sleek.”

Poor boy! — that *silly lad" just blinked
at him.

I transiate?, *“He warns you against
throwing mud against strangers, or they’ll
either knock your ball-head off your neck or
give a slap on your check.”

““Xcuse me, Sir,”” the lad apologized.

““Never mind, boy, but these mad banners
should be picked in the bread — Aye, now,
would you like a hiccup to your cows?”

Now it was at me that the boy blinked.

“He only means to prick your bad manners
in the bud and suggests to give you a kick upto
your house.”’

“You may go, chap!” The boy escaped with
a formal *“thank-you.”” We walked a little more
until we reached a little restaurant. We were
both exhausted. He said, “*Let us have an idlish
fight.”

— God!! a fight in the blazing sun! And
that too when we were fully tired! [ had no
time to suspect any symptom of lunacy in his
words before T *“got™ it. For “*an idlish fight,”’
he meant ““a fine light dish.”

*— for’’, he was going on,
and -— oh! such a running sage.””

“I feel tired,

The runving sage “was the ragging sun.”

So we got into the hotlel. “I']l be late to

_ get for, I heart.”

““‘But to day is sunday,’” I replied, “and

what if we get home late?”

“Though to day is a folly-day, I hear
we'll get home at midday and T"ve not the
brightest slavery to face such sun.”

We got out and walked a few yards, when
he said, **“The shrine is bt too much. I can
heal the feet even under the umbrella.” He



meani the sun was too muoch bright and he
could feel the heat cven undar the umbrealla.

I could not hold my laughter. [ burst out
instantly,

“What now? I cinnot miss ont ache..?"’

-— He “cannot make out this.”” Nor can
you, Reader, for you did not sce him then. He
had mistaken his umbrella for his walking
stick, which he was holding as the former. T
told him the fun.

“QCh! that was why the fun seemed so
serious —"” at last he had discovered why the
“sun seemed so furious!!”

“That’s all right,” he said when we got

back to his residence. At the gate was his dog.
He said, painting io it, “See my Bectle-lurker:
he heaps my cows.”

— The “little barker kecps his house.”

L was toath to miss the fun of his company.
But I had to. When I bade him farewell, he
uttered ““Good-bye; and May God drop His
blessings upon you -— and welfare ™

I am still at & loss to know clearly what:
fle meant by hig last word. Perhaps he might
have wished me God's “dropping of welfare,” |
or more possibly, his *““stung lips” might bave
altered his “favewel” into “welfare” —-1,
cannot say for certain which he said or which |
be meant. t



An Inter-disciplinary Seminar on American Civilisation
" at Y. M. C. A., Calicut

An Inter-disciplinary Seminar on Ameri-
ean Civilisation was held at Y. M. C. A Calicut
on 7th, 8th, 9tk 10th, August 1968, The in-
formal but intense discussion on Amercian
Federal system, stable elements in American
Society, the spirit of American literature, the
U. 8. in the south east Asia and U.S. Econo-
mic relation with developing countries was
designed to approach American Civilisation
through several academic disciplines and thus
provided the opportunity to view the contems-

porary United States from varying perspec-

tives, A team consisting of nine members
?Epresan'ted the college and took active intercst
f;_ﬂ”t’he discussion and deliberation of the Semi-
Under the auspices of the Seminar Dr.
amed Thomas James Mathews visited the
ollege on 8th August 1968 and delivered 2
Speech on Religion in America. The Seminar

A Seminar on Indiscipline among the Students at Y. M. C. A., Alwaye

engendered a truly valuab'e exchange of ideas
and advanced the cause of mutual understand-
ing hetween India and the United States,

A Seminar on Indiscipline among the
students was held at Y. M. C. A, Alwaye on
18th January 19469, It gave impetus to group
discussion on subjects like Soclety and Student
unrest, Politicial parties and student unrest and
siudent problems A team consi-ting of three
members represented the cellege and actively
participated in the Seminar, reading papers
and presenting reports. Justice Krishna Iyvar,
Dr. Pylee, and ShriM K. Abdul Hameced (Vice
Chairman, Planning Board) gave directions
and guidance for the sucessful functioning of
the Seminar.

P. Mammu,

Faculty Observer.
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DR. MISS HELEN KELLER

A. P. Yasuf, 11 B. Com.

Ralph Barton Perry states in his introduc-
tion about Helen Keller: “It is true that Helen
Kellar is *handicapped’ — as, indeed, who is
not? Bat that which distinguishes her is
not her handicap but the extent to which she
has overcome it, and even profited by it. She
calls for sympathy and understanding, but not
for pity. No one can know her or hear her
without fecling, admiration and gratitude’”.

Fate made Helen deaf and blind. But She
defeated the uncongerable fate by finding in
that darkness light and in that deaf stage
sound. She gave expressions to her inmer
experiencas.

She was the author of some 20 books,
besides a lot of articles in many journals. She
conducted world tour five limes, in order to
meet important personalities to discuss the
educational and professional problems with

tbem. She delivered learned speeches wherever’

she went,

Could a women who was deaf and bliad do
all these things? You may ask. No wonder,
my dear reader. You may have to come still
closer to her life to understand her.

Helen Keller was born in 1880, in Tuscum-
bia of Northern Alabama. When she was 18
months old she became seriously ill which
snatched away from her the power of seeing
and hearing. Helen recalls her childhood
in her autography -— * I was like a wild
animal.”

But this deficiency was never a cross bar
against her successful steps in life. Her father
was a rich man who was a captain in the Con-
federate Army. He was in need of a tutor to
teach his young daughter. It was a great luck

that she got Miss Anne Sullivan as her tuior.
1t was, Sullivan who made Helen’s life so much
bright. She was very sympathetic-and kind
towards Helen. Helen poiuts out this: I cannot
explain the peculiar sympathy Miss. Sullivan
had with my pleasures and desires.””

Mark Twain, the famous humourist and
writer exclaimed that she was one among the
two wonders of the ninteenth century, the
other being Napolean.

Helen learned geography with the help of
her teacher by sitting near the river bank. She
used to draw the pictures of mountains, rivers,
trees and deep seas. The manual aiphabet con-
tributed to her knowledge in almost all
subjects. Miss Helen’s reading of th= manual
alphabet by her sense of touch seems to cause
some perplexity. Even pz2ople who knew her
fairly well have written in the magazines about
Miss Sullivan’s “‘mysterious telegraphic com-
munication’” with her pupil.

It was the sense of touch that provided
her much knowledge. Shz was in the garden
to study about flowers and fruits and in the
zoo to study about animals.

Her memory of people was remarkable. She
remembered the grasp of fingers she had held
before. She acquired directly much of her
knowledge. While she was out she would
bz stoppsd suddenly by somz odour, She
would reach the source of the odour and would
remember it even after the walk was over,

As every blind and deaf person doss, Miss
Helen depznded on the sense of smell to a
great extent. She would be correct to say what
neighbour’s house she was passing.

Miss Helen Keller's letter’s were consid-



ered to be one of the best collections in
Hiterature. It was her hobby to correspond with
wthers. In one of her letters to John Green
Jeaf she wrote “It is very pleasant to live here
-0 our beautiful world. I.cannot see the lovely
things with my eyes, but my mind can see them

Al.end so I am joyful all the day fong.” The -

igople with whom shz kept up correspondance
gheipded Dr. Edward Everest, Dr. Oliver
jsailel], Rev. Philip Brooks, and Mrs. William

ik

At the age of 20 she acquired enough
knowledge to be a university student. She took
her B. A. degree with Honours from Radicliff
College.

She did not see with her eyes but throngh
the inoer faculty to serve which we are given
eyes. She who inspired lakhs of people through
her eventful life and who stood for human
sympathy and courtesy passed away in the yzar,
1968 leaving a golden spot in the history of
the world. She will be remembered for ever.



INDIA AND THE
C. K. Anandan, [I AM. A. (English)

Should india make atom bombs? This
question ftas been debated and discussed ad
nanseum in the various piris of India. Philo-
cophers, :cientisis and politizians have given
out their views, analysing the pras and coas
of this issue. Many people consider the atom
bomb a valuable source of prestige, a symhol
and a booster. More sensible and peace-loving
people have exposed the fallacy involved in
this argument. They judge the manufacture
of a nuclear bomb 2s ‘an expensive suicide and
an expensive funeral’,

It iz indisputable that India CAN make
atom bombs. But India will have to sacrifice
a lot and forg:t great things. A nation having
declded to go nuclear will first and foremost
be confronted with immense technical pro-
blems. First problem will be to procure fissile
material; that can be an isotope of the
artificial element plutoium. The quantity
required is fairly large since one to three
tonnes of uranium otz are needed to provide
one kilogram of militry grade plutoninm.
There should be a well equipped laboratory
and scientific and technical information
should be readily available. The nation should
have sufficient resources at its disposal.
Another serious problem is that it is not easy
for India to find a suitable testing site which
can protect the nation from the after effect of
radio fall out. It has been estimated from past-
experience that it would cost a nation anything
between Rs. 30 to 40 crores to construct a
plant producing 40 Kgs of plutonium annually,
and 1t would cost a further Rs. 10 crores also
annually, to ran this plant. Then the develop-
ment of a delivery system may cost anything
between Rs. 1000 to Rs. 2000 crores.

india now spends Rs. 1000 crores in a
year for defence purposes. Some learned men
point out that as India can produce 20 kgs.
plutonijum it can easily produce an atom bomb
without causing much difficulties. Yes, it is

ATOM BOMB

true that we can produce one or two atom
hombs. Bat once the process is started we may
be constrained to make more brmbs, Which
wiil undoubtedly spnil the set up of Indla.
India should not make the atom bomb
The reason is political and econom’c. The
most importan! thing in a war is nol weapon,
but the morale of the soldiers who fight against
their enemies This has been proved during
the Indo Pakistan war. A diffusirn plant ig
highlv necessary for the creation of an atom
bomb. Tt has bzen pointed out that for the
functioning of this diffusion plant, it may
require a)' the electricity now being produced
ia India. That means, we will have to close all
our factories.
Why should we make the atom bomb?
To teach China and Pakistan a lesson?....
should we continue to tap at the doors of other
nations with our begging bowls? Shall we
satisfy the war mongers by making the bomb
and escalate war? Once the bomb is made it
must he tested. Shall we explode it in the air
and poison the atmosphere, explode in the
underground and contaminate the earth with:
radio-active poison, or at the bottom of the
ocean and poison billions of fish? .
Experience has taught us that peace can-
not be achieved by war. An atom bomb
destroys humanity. The dangerous after-effect
of this weapon will cripple and maim genera-|
tions of children yet unborn. The haunting
terror of the destructive experiences of the two
world wars remain dominant in our memory.

It is a foolish idea that by exploding a series
of bombs a nation can gain in status. By re-

arming Germany, Hitler could threaten this
world like a violent-storm. But where is the
status of Hitler today?

I conclude this essay, quoting a passage
from Rabindranatha Tagore:
“He has made his weapons his gods
When his weapons win he is defeated himself.”
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We zre u greas and glomigus aation, heirs
of an imm=morial rast and immorial heritage,
India, a land of high philosophv and thought,
was =oted for hzr boundless riches and glary.
As Tagore said, India has indeed heeo the sea-
shore of humanity. Again to foreigners it was
more a notion than a nat’on. This is the India
of yesterday and not of today.

Anyhow, the glory and grandcur, prace
and tranquillity are things of the past. The
blessings were spon abstracted and the nation
was drage~d into the hell of misforiuncs. Her
lustre is dimmed.

The growth of India had been remarkable
since the attainmeut of freedom. All her riches
and wealth were squeezed away by the foreign
demination. It was in a eritical condition, that
the leaders of free India pui forward the sug-
gestion of planning. Thus in our atiecmpt ‘o
enrich overselves we embarked on five-year
plans and we huve already completed three
with far-reaching results. But, unfortunately
we are ctill in o very pathetic condition, while
the rest of the world has advanced a 2reat deal
in economic development and the explnitation
of their rasources. Think of India ioday. Is
India progressing? Is d :mocracy in India safe?
Have “v¢ suceeded in maintaining our status?
If we are honest with ourizlves we shall not
find the answer casy,

Though we have made =wift Adevelop-
ments in varous fields, the Indian zociety of
today is passing throneh the most difficult and
dangerous period. The history of India has
been poor and wretched since 1962. It is un-
fortunate to see that India, which was once
famous for tolerence and hospitalityv, witnessed
a number of communal riots and snternal dis-
turbances during the last few years. Here man
has fallen into the deepest depths of immora-

Iy and morul vaius: of people have beedf
thrown o the winds., Something of the savag
etil? remuisis with him.

Speaking of pesce, it has boccome a fat
tal=, Though wo clsim to be the herald of peac
really we arc the murdecrers of peaces, Todi
of today has becom= a land of violence an
canflicts and a place of misery and detestation,
Although we claim to be a prosperous an
flourishing nation with an ancient culture, w
miserably fail to maintain it. In India value
of life have become so cheap that men a
killing each other for silly reasons such
tribe, caste, religions, language and the lik
Chros and lawlessness prevail everywher
These find expression in the words of Roussea
“Msn ware good when they were uncivilize
civilization made them worse™

Modern India takes a thousand shapes i
nur minds. The Government of India today i
in a most deplorable condition. The whol
puriiamentary system of Government is i
danger. The uni'y of the country also appear
1o be cracking. Wc have not yet understo
the real meaning of democrucy and are unde
the falsc notion that we can do anyihing ap
everything as we like. Unless and until
realize this mistake we cannot advance furthe
How cuan there bz peace and order in such-
situation?

Modern Inidia, which is a land of para
doxes, has to face a number of serious prob
lems. Perhaps, Tndia has the largest numbe
of political parties than any country in t
world. The multiplicity of pariies, undou
tedly, is a threat to the democratic set-up of th
country, Though itis predominently an agn
cultural country, she has to rely ou alien foo
stuffs. Yet she is not in a pesition to provi
her people with adequate food. In spite of



rich natural resources the poverty of ber people

is sub human “Millions are unaware of the
luxury of two meuls a day’. The tremsndons
growth of population is another problem and
it has creataed fe:rs in the minds of the rulers,
India, being the world’s second most populous
country has to feed about 520 millions of prople
_ which is nearly equal to the population of the
 whole Burape. It causes anxisty owing to the
{ wide chasm bhe'ween the resources and the
growing population: This also zffrets our
Lplaut production.

- Tt is to be admitt+d that we have bren and
are solving our problems thromgh plannings.
} But it hasn’t vet stru-k the nuclei of probhlems.
: We have before us the changing face of India.
. The religions scholars who exploit the sitna-
tion, the politicians who consider it to be a
. great privilege to exhibit their *‘unvarnished™
¢ patriotism, the ponr who sell their children to
gratify their hunger and the women who live
i by immoral means are all the living figures of
* Modern India.

Tension is mounting in India. The vast
mosaic of Indian life is broken into pieces.
Violence and conflicts exist every where. No
} day is devoid of the news about students
i tarmoil, police firing, strikes, gheravos and so
fon. Behind all these tensions and conflicts
jthere lies an ever growing fear, which is the
b parent of so many ills. Verily, many of the
ﬁocial evils are tackled with the poor economy
and abject poverty of the p=ople. Can there
be security or real pzace if vast numbers of
people in various parts of the country live in
Badverse poverty and misery? So it has become
tnssential to develop these under-developed re-
Fgions and to raise the standards of pzople
f there. The sooner it gains the better for the
¥ peace and security of the country.

: Frusiration is wide spread and it has be-
fcome not only a place of apathy and despair
tbut a cesspool of wickedness. The growth of
jthe country is being threatened by the ideolo-
'gical conflicts. Some of the states have been
inotorious for their violent upheavals. For
tinstance look at Kerala. The situation now

prevailing in Kerala is inexplicable. I fancy
that, perhaps, these troubles and ever growing
discontents may be due to the obstruzted free-
dom and abnorm:l poverty of the people. We

cannot  bul sympathise with this stale of
affairs.
The Way Ont

We preach high principles and philoso-
phy. But it is unfortunate to note that we are
only to preach them and not to practise. We
are not aware of even our great heritage. For
the time being, it is worth to remember the
ords of the late Kennedy “If we are not
puiting an end to vielence, violence will put an
end to humanity” Huxley has said “chaos and
anarchy exist because m=n wish them to exist.”
How would have been the world if it had been
aware of that reality? If the present state of
affairs is allawed to lingzr on or drift there is
little hope of progress. So, this unfortunate
condition has to be aliered at any cost and
we should take all necessary precaution.

So it is time for India to prepurc to meet
the challenge of modern science and techno-
Iogy. The basic problem before the nation is
how to mainfain political slability within a
democratic framework. For this, we have still
muck fo learn and much to do especially in
the application of science problems of social
well being. Of course, we arec happy to observe
that great changes are taking place day by
day, not only in the social and intellectuat
but in tbe ecoromic and politicnl fields also.

We can improve the condition and the
life of people only by ccoromic development.
So our present economic system necds imme-
diate overhauling. The urgent task before us
today 1s to improve rapidly the economic
condition of the people and to fight relentlessly
against poverty and social ills considering
that the root cause of all these troubles is the
moral degeneration of the people. We should
come forward to dedicate ourselves to these
intractable problems. There is no need of
hesitation, since we have the will and the
natural resourses t{o be exploited and also the



human material. And the immediate task before
us is to harness them for human betterment.
In order that it is essential to bave complete
calm and gquiet atmosphere. And if this dream
comes true, India will become a powerful
nation for stability and peace.

Inaugurating the conference of state gover-
nors, President Dr. Zakhir Hussain expressed
the hope that ““Normal constitutional rule will
be restored in all the states where it has broken

down and there will emerge stable govern
ments so necessary to sustain and accelerate
the progress of our programmes of social wel
fare and economic development™. This is
exactly what all Indians eagerly wish to have.

We can expect that, inspite of the dangers
that beset India today, her unremitting efforts
for human betterment will succeed at last ang
she will maintain her individuality and culture
in the future too. '



KASHMIR — LAND OF BEAUTY

N. P. Sabair, 1 B. Com.

- It is a land of beauty and fertdity, of
glaciers and snowclad mountains and mighty
tivers.

__ Here one can make a8 many journcys by
water as by land, especially around Sriragar,
the capital. The visitor {o Srinagar is zenerally
accommodated in one of the many house boals
which hug the banks of the lake or the Jhelum
Yiver. Most of the tovrists become the prey of
the bearded gentlemen desiring to sell seme of
their wares. They are paddied along in their
Shikaras — long boats pointed at both ends
with a canopy and cushions in the middle.
E&kers, barbers, and vendors of papizr miche,
‘wooden articles, embroidery and woollen
k aterials carry on their trade in their Shikaras.
(The names of the shop; are very pzculiar.
'“Butterﬂy” is a specialist in finrc embroidery,
iwhile  Suffering Moses ™ deals in wood and
jpapier mache.

3 In this matier of names, the shikaras
Which ply for hire with their gay curtaing and
Pushions are close rivals.

%, It is by shikara that one journeys to the
Brmal gardens construcied by the Moghul
gperors. The Shalimar garden is the most
popular, and here amid green lawns, orna-
pental fountains, and a profusion of pansies,
prget-me-nots, roses and olher flowers, one
g laze in the sun or meditate in the shade of
7 ,'lordly chenar trees or, 11 one is inerested

" After two days in and around Srinagar we

were quite glad to move to less frequented
places. Now we had the chance of erploring
the couniry-side and doing a little bit of
climbing.

Road-sides were carpeted with blue Irises.
Poplar trees commanded attention; one of the
approaches to Srinagar is lined on both sides
with very lovely poplar trees.

Tents now became our shelter st night
and ihey were carried from stage to stage by
poniss Everyday we were getting higher and
higher, and at night it got very cold. But
walking during the day was pleasant and
warm, Some of us climbed a little higher up
to the Zoji La Pass leading to Tihet. Now we
were eleven thousand feet up, knee-deep in
snow, in an atmosphere which was exhilarating.

On our way to Srinagar, as the bus zig-
zagged up to the mouitains we were conscious
of the wealth of coniferous trees; we could
even sec the great logs being floated down the
river far below us.

The people seemed industrious. Their
houses were mainly of timber. Some being
carved and many being built on wooden piles.
They wore warm, long-sleeved rather drab and
shapeless outer garments. Their clothes lacked
the gaicty and colour which one finds in other
paris of India.

The month of May was perhaps rather
early to sce Kashmir at its bes:, and to enjoy
atl its flowers and fruits, but our days passed
pleasantly. Each one of them had some con-
tribution to make to our storc-house of happy
MEemotics.
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MAKE YOUR OWN

Nowadays we cannot find anyone without
a transistor set. We can assemble a * three

transistor ' set at a very low expense. |

A list of the necessary components is given
below and all of them are available with all
Radio dealers. The main components are :—

1. Transistor DG, 71 -2
2. ¥y OC. 72 — 1
3. Dlode OA. 150 ~— 1
4. Condenser (6 Volt) 5 mfd — 2
5. Resistance (3 Watt) 100 k. obms — 1
6. - o 220 k. ohms — 1
7. » 33 47 %.ohms — 1
8. Tuning condenser 500P.F — 1
9. In-put transformer — 1
10. Out-put iransformer -~ 1
iI. Loud-speaker 23", g ohms — 1
12. Enamelled copper wire to wind the

tuning coil.

Trangistor. There are thres leads on a
transistor namely the Coliector, the Base and
the Emitter. The coliector lead is often indica-
ted with a red mark or the symbol 7, the
centre wire Is the base and the other the
emitter. Care must be taken to connect these
leads in their proper places.

Diede. The diode is having two poles
namely a positive and.a negative. The positive
end is marked with red paint. The polarity
must be noted while connecting the diode in
circuit,

Resistance. Resistances of current rating
4 watt is needed for our purpose. The values
of the resistances are marked on them in
colour code. The colours used with their
respective numbers are given below.

TRANSISTOR RADIO
T. T. Mohamed Kutty, 11 B. Sc. (Physics)

Black ~— 0 Green — 5
Brown — 1 Blue — 6
Red —_ 2 Violet — 7
Orange — 3 Grey — 8
Yellow — 4 White — 9

The colour code is read from the left ¢p
of the resistance [the right end can be reco
nised by the silver marking there]. The fir
and the second colours stand for the two digit
and the next one shows the number of zer
to be added after the previous two digits.

The colour code of the resistances need
for our purpose are given below.

1. 100 k. chms (100000 ohms)
Brown —Black — Yello

2. 220 k. ohms (220000 ohms)
Red — Red—Yell

3. 47 k. obms (47000 ohms)
Yellow --Violet—QOran

Toning Condenser. It is also known
variable condenser or gang condenser.
consists of one set of fixed aluminium plat
parallel to one another. These plates a
called the stator plates. Another set of alu
nium plates called rotor plates are assembl
on a shaft such that its plates are remaini
midway between the stator plates. Thea
between the stator plates and the rotor plat
on which depends the capacity of the co
denser, can be altered at will by rotating t
shaft. Always connect ithe aerial wire tot
stator plates of the condenser,

Tuming-Coil. The coil is often wou
over a non-conducting cylinderical tube.
can be done on an ordinary pencil for
purpose. The desired number of turns
be decided only after completing all
connections.
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Conmections. The connections are done
by soldering the components refering to the
given diagram. (An electric soldering iron is
needed for this)

Note : While connecting the transformers
care must be taken to connect the proper wires
in their proper places. Usually there will be
three or more wires on the secondary of the
input transformer and on the primary of the
‘out-put transformer. Here for our purpose we

‘can use the wires al the extremities leaving
those in the middle.

Power Sopply. This set works on three
ordinary torch cells (i.e. 45V). The anode
‘18 connected to the emitter circuit and the
cathode to the common end of the resistances.
*Never interchange the poles, nor increase the
| voltage above 4'5 volts because it will cause
' damage to the components.

Working. After the preliminary arrange-
ments are over the connections are once more
checked and then the wires of aerial and earth
are connected. The battery circuit is swilched
on. Rotate the tuning condenser so as to
receive any programme from a particular
transmitting station. If you fail to receive any
station increase or decrease the number of turns
of the tuning-coil [it is left to the constructor
as an experiment].

After the set is found to be working
successfully it can be modified by arranging 1t
in a cabinet and fitting a knob to the tuning
condenser which will enable us to rotate it
casily.

With a fine aerial and carth this set will
work successfully. Many stations can be heard
by varying the turns of the tuning-coil.
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THE PROBLEMS OF STUDENTS

K. N. Mohmed Aslum, 1 B. Sc. Botany

Need s what a man desires or requires.
The need of the student is an educatlon that
will help him to realise his desire. In the
pursuit of that aim, difficulties are bound to
arise and impede his endeavour. These difficul-
ties which the student has to overcome in the
course of his student life are his problems.
The students of the Vedic Age were from
the higher Castes. Only superior castes of the
gociety were allowed to study. TFhey were only
expected to be fit to receive ‘‘the superior
divine knowledge’’. The attainment of know-
ledge was achieved by the institution of the
“Gurukulam’’. Education was cheap, the
" ssGurudakhsina’ being given afier study by the
disciple through his newly acquired skill and
" knowledge. The siudent had litile or no worldly
responsibility; he had ample time 10 devote to
his study and he had very litile distractions, to
know and study the modern world as he hived
. at the Gurukulam. Everything being so simple
the need of the siudent could be fulfilled with
- hard study and there could not have been,
possibly, any problems.
: The conditions have changed in the pre-
" gent time. The transformation is so great that
to the modern student, the Gurukula system
seems to be an imposible, impracticable,
imbecile and preposterous system. From the
- bliss in passive conientment, we have become
. ambitions in our folly. With the intricate
" .gomplexity of the modern times, the needs of
the student too have undergone deep and
violent changes which are interminable and
. the resolution of which should be perennial.
Problems have multiplied and now they almost
. .strangle him. The needs and the problems of
- the student can be gauged only by a considera-
. tion of -varied factors — the qualities of the
“student, compelling forces, the available facili-
ties and their shortcomings.

T

The Student — his Quality

The modern student is free from the
shackles of caste, colour, creed or sex. Anyone
who has the aspiration and who is prepared to
hitch himself to the necessary training and
systematic working can be a student. In spite
of the reverence and high place erjoyed by
women, they had no formal schoeling in days
of ¢ld. History and legend tell us of women
who were intelligent, of women who were
learned but not of women who had an educa-
tion similar to ibat of their male counterparts.
The term student now embraces boys and gitls,
ladies and gentlemen.

The student is imbued with a questioning
spirit evoked by the recent scientific discove-
ries. He does not accept the word of the teacher
{ Guru ) as absolutely true or immutably
cotrect. The spirit of disbelief and the
questioning spirit have made him curicus to
the very matter of his subject. To the student,
the prevailing educational system is not geared
to clear the doubts and to enable him to find
out and believe the truth. It is the needs and
problems of this type of student that we are to
think about.

Environment and Compelling Furces

The home aimospbere iz the first and
foremost force acting on the student. Only a
peaceful home can bring out the best and ihe
prightest future in him, It is a problem that
faces not only the student bui the whoie nalion;
and one for which the siudent can devise no
remedy. Home may Le said to be the founda-
tion for the whole edifice he can build or could
be made to build for himself in fuiure life.

Due to the fceling among the parents that
they should give their children some schooling
supplemented by fucilities like free secondary
education numerous schools and increased



number of collegs, we have a mass education
programme today. Formal education has
hecome broad based. Most of the students
cannot afford to study with out any pecuniary
motive. The aim and wish of most of the
parents are also that their children should,
after their schooling, secure sunitable jobs and
support the parents when they get old.
Naturally the objective of the student, his aim
or need for education, is the securing of a
comfortakle job. . Tt is more for this or ever
solely for this, that the student aspires to get
a schooling and a Degree.

Education therefore becomes subservient
to jobbunting. This is clearly reflected in the
preference shown by the situdents for the
Science and Commerce courses at the expense
of the Arts course. The scope for job now-a-
days in our country is more for Science and
Commerce courses than for Arts courses. A
student’s study is carefully fashioned to jump
the hurdles of the examinations and secure high
marks.

What the student ought to aim at is really
the broadening of his mind and outlook.
The aim of a proper education is not to make
the student learp, but to make him capable of
learning on his own. For this interdependence
of the University Degree and jobs must be
broken up. '

As a rule post-graduate siudy is under-
taken to ensure a better chance of getting a
better job for the siudents in India. In foreign
countries like the United States of America
only a graduate degree is sufficient for most
of the jobs. A student in the TJ. S. A. is
expected to fake a post-graduate degree only if
a specialized training is required Post-graduate
wortk is taken up oniy by those who have an
aptiitude for, and sincerely desire to do,
research in the chosen field.

It is because of the purely materialistic
narrow view of education, the failure to realise
the cultural value of schooling, that indisci-
pline is rampart among the swudents. Under
the slightest pretext they organize strikes
and resort to violence against authority. Un-
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scrupulous politicians are also responsible to
a great extent for the ‘‘teenage violence’’, as
students indiscipline i{s sometimes designated.
Only a stiff attitnde on the part of the parents.
and the authoriti=s concerned will cure this
malady. To prevent its coutburst again, the
pattern of education should be changed to
impart cultural values to the student.

Problems of the Student

With this background let us examine the
problems of the student. Up to the Secondary
School level, he has very few problems. But
once he comes to the college, he realises that
the medium of instruction there constitutes a
problem. Tt cannot be denied, that for some
time to came, altl higher education must be
in English. Having had education in the.
Schools in the regional language, it is really a
hard task for the student, to switch overtoa
new language overnight. Further the change
of schools in different states necessitated by the
transfers of the parents is a great bugbear.:
This could be solved easily, by having a uni.
form medivm of instruction and that too in
English.

The next problem, in magnitude, is the:
bigh cost of the college eduction. Apart from
the Schedunled Casts and Tribes and backward
classes, there are many belongings to the!
Middle class (of all castes), to whom college
education is hard to reach if not beyond reach.
A reduction in the cost of higher education is
imperative.

Another way of solving the problem — one
which rests on the part of the student — is to
ecarn while studying. The acceptance of part
time jobs, is a common practice in some
foreign countries particularly in the United]
States. The <Dignity of Labour’ is practised|
and not merely preached. Even the post-
graduoute student is not ashamed to serve ot
clean the tables in restaurants. It would be
worthwhile for us, in India, to emulate and
encourage this.

The next thing, is the practice, of recei-
ving *“‘donatiorn” for getting admission. Thi



- I8 one of the major obsiacler tha: faces a
student who comes forward to taste higher
education in Colleges. So effective action
should be take by the authoritics to stop this
frustration of the studenis. If the University
and the University Grants Commission are
prepared to take strong action, this is onc
- defect which can be certainly corrected.

~ The syllabus and the text books prescribed
- absorb much time and the student has very
little leisure to develop his knowledge, by the
- use of the Library. The siudent will profit
“from a simple curriculum with scope for indivi-
dval work, provided the examinations are also
orienied in such a way as to provide a forum
for.display of originality and extensive know-
ledge, instead of the presert system, which
tests only the cramming of insipid details vith-
in the rigid framc-work of the syllakus,
Though educationists are paying lip
" Bervice to the fostering of sporis and games in
schools and colleges, the actual facilities avait-
able to the student leave much to be desired.
With the long distances that the students have
to cover to get back home from the College,
with the gruelling compulsory military train-
-ing, lack of proper materials and grounds, it
is a wonder, how we have even the few brilliant
sportsmen among us. I do not mean to say
“that sports should be encouraged at the
- expense of the academic requirements, as is

dope in a few institutions, The proper thing
would be, to provide attractive facilitics for
play, aod give ¢xpert coaching to those who
arc interested in particular branches of sports.
Usually, thc commen studenis get very little
oppotiunity to participate in sports, all the
available time and facilitics are reserved for
the members of the regular coliege team. This
system should be more advanced givirg equal
facilitica for both the common siudents and the
regular members of the college tcam.

Summing up, the need of the siudent for
education has to change from the job-activation
to the real ;dea) of acquisition of knowledge.
The student needs much more favourable
circumstances of prospecting his stodics - the
medium of instruction at the College stage;
costs {exclusive of donation) the over-crowded
syllabus, the stereotyped examinations and the
absence of opportunitics for recreation, are the
vital probicms that face the student world
today. A uniform medium of instroction,
preferably English, regulated and reduced
cost, a lightening of the syllabus io permit
originality, a freshening of the pattern of
examinations and equal oppertunities for extra
curricular activities aud sports are the needs
of ihe students. The old order must change
giving place to new. May the student world
be illuminated with an everbright novelty with
the grace of the Aimighty,



The Weaknesses of the preseut sef-up

. . University Education in India was origi-
ly organized on the British pattern, not on
e model of Oxford and Cambridgs but of the
ondon University. The cxamination system
also devized to suit the pattern of an affili-
g University. While the London University
nderwent great transformations, the corres-
ding changes did not take place in India.
he system of affiliating Universities remained
he main pattern in this country. Hence the
tem of external examinations and depen-
¢ce on an all important final examination
ave remained essential features of the Indian
tem with the inevitable defects. Teaching
in affiliated Colleges has often been reduced
coaching for examination. Learning has
een reduced to a mere preparation for exami-
ation, questions being set only to test the
dents on sections of the set syllabus and text
ooks, chosen at random, by the paper-setters.
¢ examination has becom= a gamble for
nts to guess the probable questions and
)8sible answers. Selective study and rote
mory are seen to be more profitable than
honest effort at proper assimilation and
omprehension of the subject. These defects
ave been further magnified by the large scale
ivasion of our Universities and Colleges. by a
new class of students whose motivations are
ly the earning of a diploma by some
§ or other for competing in the employ-
gent market and not securing any special
mpetence or serious intellectual attainments,
the education they seek has no bearing on
obs they aspire or obtain or fail to obtain.
corresponding deterioration has taken place
the quality, aims and modes of instruction.
Ir system has bscome so weak and futile,
at radical changes are urgently called for in
rganization and pattern of courses, modes
struction, learning and testing.

[ al

. THE SEMESTER SYSTEM — A Proposal for Our Colleges’

The Semester System — A Betfer Alternative

Some reforms naturally suzgest them-
se'ves. One is the modernization of our courses
and making the courses more and more rels-
vant to our country’s needs and available jobs.
Another is the reform of our modes of instruc-
tion and examination. It is gensrally agreed
that instruction and assessment should be
simultaneous. The progress of the student
should be continually assessed and the student
himself should be made aware of his own
progress. This is the ideal position and it
should be possible to make practical approxi-
mations to this ideal position. There are no
doubt some advantages in a final examination,
as it can test the depth and retentive power of
the candidate, much better. The British system
still relies on the preliminary and final exami-
nations in most Universities. But the American
system on the whole relies on the process of
testing semesterwise. The balance of advan-
tage appzars to be to adapt the semester
system with necessary modifications to suit
Indian conditions. Tt will provide flexibility
for the courses, and pariodical assessment, hel-
ping the student to shed his load as he pro-
ceeds and to improve his parformance at
regular intervals. It will also enable testing
the attainmsnt of the student in detail in each
unit of a course and not at random points after
two or three years’ study.

Difficulties in an affiliating University
to introduce the System

The main feature of the reform should be
the provision of continual assessment of the
student’s work by those rasponsible for his
instruction. In an affiliating University this
has to be done by the colleges by their pro-
grammes of continual assesment through the
course and at some formal examination at the
end of each semester. But a University having



a fifty or a hundred colleges under it cannot
satisfactorily assign this job entirely to the
colleges as there is bound to be considerable
disparity in the standards adopted. Flence the
assessment by the colleges cannot be the sole
or even the main basis of the University
Degree. Itwill be also impracticable to place
on the colleges suddeniy this resp-nsibility, as
they have all along been so completely orien-
ted towards the external examination system.
Hence in adopting the Semester System, it
has to be conceded that the Semester Examin-
ations should be conducted by the University,
not the colleges. Since thes examinations are
to be organized by the University for students
of all colleges, the courses for each Semester,
and the distribution of the subjects have to be
determined by the University. Thus the choice
left to colleges will be considerably restricted,
as contrasted wirth the American institutions as
there the testing is an internal matter of each
institution.

Internal Assessment

It is however necessary that some definite
place must be provided for internal assessment
so as to ensure that the student’s day-to-day
work is properly taker note of and he is not
left entirely at the mercy of the Semester
examinations which are 2lso miniature final
examinations. There -hould be safeguards
against possible favouritism and prejudice,
which cannoi be entirely ruled out in our
sitbation. Students of both the Arts and
Science Groups should be made to maintain
records of their wriiten work znd their library
work. These should be reviewed as also their
performance at the Tutorials and Seminars and
Practicals not merely by their Teachers but by
External Examinars who should jo!n the Inter-
nal Teachers for this purpose during the last
month or fortnight of each semsster. These
Boards can function as the Boards of Exam-
iners are now assessing the work of teacher
cAndidates in Training Colleges. With such
safeguards ioternal assessment can become an
acceptable and reliable means of testing.
However in the first instance, not more than

20% of the maximum marks may be assigned
for the purpose ind specia! norms and pro-
cedures for the purpose should be laid down by
cach Board of Studies for subjects coming
under iis purview.

Duration of Semesters

According o the Radhakrishnan Com:
mission Repor: and the University Grants
Commission, the rumber of working days in an
academic year should be not less than 180
exciuding examination days. Thiz cannot be
conceived as too high a requirement but an
idle nation as we are, we manage to work much
less. On account of agitations and strikes and
natural calamities like floods and cyclones, ou
leisurely and desultory methods of conducting
cxaminations and declaring results and the
anxiety of the Government to show courtesy
to departed Ministers and other forgotten fun
ctionaries by the facile act of closing colleges
and giving a gay time to students as if to
““celebrate’” the deaths of these unfortunatd
dignitaries, the eductional institutions work
for less than the requircd minimum. [f unis
versity education is considered a serious matter,
this kind of trifling with it should come to an
end and the declaration of casual holidays
should cease and if any day is lost it should be
comp nsated. Examinations should be speeded
up and all officers including the Vice-Chan
cellor should closely watch the examination
mechanism to ensure its thorough efficiency
and expedition. If these measures are adopted,
much precious time will b2 saved for real worll
by the students in the University. Assuming
that the above measures will be taken, each
semester can have the following duration: |

First Semester : 10th June to 14th Octobel
(About 90 working days
Only the minimum numbe
of public holidays should be
given. Where a week-day if
lost, Saturday should be 4
working day by way of com
pensation. There will be ont
week’s study leave prior
each semester examination,



- Semester Examinations : From 22nd October
A to 7th Nov. The examina-
tions will be followed by
Two Wecks Holidays.

From 22nd Nov, to 31st
March. One week’s Study
Leave.

Second Semester :

Semester Examination : From 7th April to
22nd April, There will be
one and half months’ vacat-
ion.

It may be that exigencies of examination
may require more than two weeks. By rational
anization the examination can be conducted
hin two weeks or at any rate 3 weeks. But
is need not alter the dates of commencement
' each semester. Approximately 90 days of
struction should be ensured by the University
each College.

wo Additisnal Fundamental or Basic Subjects
for the Degree Course — A New Propussal

When the new degree course is organized
§ desirable to correct the two chief defects
cour system. Omne is the absence of any
rovision for inculcation of a sense of values
he student in our educational system. Thr-
ghout it is a coaching of some subject or
er. Knowledge or d?‘:vei{)pment of faculties
one is not sufficient to develop the human
sonality. Our system is producing gener-
jons of educated barbarians. The nobler
part of man is his moral conscience and his
‘awareness of spiritual values. An attempt
should be mades to cultivate a consideration
d concern for these maitters before the
udent takes his first degree. This is not a
‘novel suggestion. The Radhakrishan Com-
ission has recommended the inclusion of a
purse of moral instruction or study of religions
the University courses. The Sri Prakasa
mmission on Nationa!l Integration has also
de a similar recommendation. Very little has
n done in this matier. It is proposed that in
Ur degree course we provide one unit of study
h the following choices for the student, Viz.
se in the History of Religious Belicf or a

course in Ethics. The former should deal with
the nature and grounds of religious belief, the
different conceptions of divine revelation,
reason and revelation, the theories of the
Universe, the problem of evil, human person-
ality, freedom and immortality. The alternative
choice proposed is & course in Ethics or Moral
Science which should deal with questions of
conduct and value and related matters The
syllatus will have to be framed by appropriate
Boards bearing in mind the gencral nalure of
the course.

Amnother chief defect of our education is
that the student dees not get a broad perspe-
ctive about his subject and its relationship to
the rest of knowledge or other subjecis. A
course designed to provide the student the
broad context of human knowledge in which
his specialized studies are set is essential.
The course may treat such subjects as the
philo:ophical basis of science,— both physical
and social sciences,— the nroblems of method,
definition, theory, proof, probability, contem-
porary approaches to these issues, the unity
of science ett. Some of the new Universities
in Great Britain like the University of Keele
have made such a course compulsory before
the sclection of any specialized studies. It
will be a great improvement of our degree
course if this is also included as an essential
part of it. The course for lack of a more conve-
nient word is designated “The Scientific
Meihod”. This is a more scientific course
than a mere “History of Science’ now given.

The problem arises as toc who will give
these courses in the colleges. Where suitable
staff are not available, summer courses may
be given to select teachers who have apiitude
and interest. This is the only means by which
we can open fresh avenues in education and
the objection that suitable teachers will not
be available cannot be considered valid.

The Organization and Coxntent of the First
Degree Courses

For the proper working of this system
the wvhole course must be divided into a fixed



nuomber of unite, the successful completion of
each unit securing a crecit for the student.
A unit of a ccurse is what may be covered by
a certain numbter of hcuri of instruction per
week including lecture, seminar, tuterial,
library werk or laboratcery wetk., Baich Beard
musi fermulafe the units, the campul: ory anes
and the optional ones, for each course wkether
main or subsidiary. In cur Uriversity for the
Degrec and Posipraduate couries a unli of a
course mzy te of 6 hour weekly irstruction
programme in a semcsier. Thus in a 24 hour
week, it will be po: sible for a sivdent to work
for 4 uniis. A three year degree course with
six semesters will have therefore 24 units. A
student can proceed to his degree if he securcs
24 credits. '

Considering the present distributicn of
‘hours in B. Sc. for Part I, Part 11 and Part I11
Mazin and subsidiaries, viz. 14 hours per weck
for Pait I 9 hcurs for Part II ard Part 111
Subsidiaries 9 hours each 2nd Mezin 32 hours,
the following rumber of Units car be assigned
without much controversy to different paris
both for B. A. and for B. Sc. and fur B. Com.
There is no need to make different allocation
for B. Sc. and B. Com.

Part I — 4 Units

(24 semester hours per week)

Part II — 2 Uxgits

(12 semester hrs. per week)
Parc IIT — Main 10 Units

(60 Semester hrs. per week)
First Sub. — 3 Units

(18 semesier hrs. per weck)
Second Sub — 3 Uniis

(18 stmestir hrs. per week)

Basic Swubject I — History of Religicus

Belicf or Ethics .. 1 Unit (6 semester hrs.)

Basic Subject 11 — Scientific Methoeds or

History of Civilization .. 1 Unit

(6 semester hrs.)

Since the University has to organize the
examinations at the end of cach Semsster,
the subjects in each Semecster have also to be
decided in advance. For convenience the

following abbreviations are used to explain the
distribution. First Semester is called SI, second

Semester S2 and so on. So also for Part
Engiish the units will be designated El,
E2 ¢tc. Similsrly Pari Il Modern Indian

Language or Classical Language the units
designated L1, L2 etc. and for Main Subjccts
the units will be M1, M2 etc. and for first
subsidiary 81, 82 etc. second subsidiary T1,
T2 etc. and for Basic Subjects Bl and B2.
Accepling the above notation the following is
the distribution of {he units of the wvarious
component subjects in each semes.er for the
Degree Course.

sI —ElI L1 M1 81
S2 -- B2 L2 M2 S2
S3 =~ E} M3 M4 S3
54 -~ E4 M5 M6 TI
S5 — Bl M7 M8 T2
S6 — B2 M9 MI0 T3

If it is so desired that the second subsi-
diary should also be covered before the final
year of the course these can be so rearranged.

If the basic subjcets viz. History of Reli-|
gious Belief or Ethics and Sciceniific Method or
History of Civilization are not adopted, these
units can be pasced on to language study or |
subject study. Since 409, of the available time
is alrcady allotted to one Main subjec, it is
not really necessary Lo increase the load o1 the

Main csubject any further. The course on|
Scientific Method is =ssentialiy a part of|
the Main Subject as it ensures a proper

perspective and philosophic comprehensicn in
the s udents’ mind.

The Reorganization of the Postgraduate Course

The Posigraduate ccuorse is at present of
2 years’ duration and hence will be a course
covering four semesters. It is possible to
organize the course for each semestier into four
units. One unit of a subject will be covered fn
a semester devoting 6 hrs. of weekly instruction
including lectures seminars, (utorials, and
practicals. Thus there will be 16 units and
satisfactory attainments will provide 16 credits



' to the student before he proceeds to the
Master s Degree.

There will be written examinations in four
" units at the end of each semester. In Science
- subjects, practical examinations will be con-
. ducted during the last month of the course or
- if it is so desired in the case of the post-
- graduate course these examinations can be
= conducted after the written examinations.

: The maximum marks for each unit may

be 100, with 209, marks for internal assess-
"~ ment. In the case of Science subjects with
. practicals the marks may be divided evenly for
~ theory papers and practicals.

" The Reorganization of Pre-fegree Course

The Prec-degree is a preparatory course of
. two years duration prior to the entrance to the
. Degree course. It is also in due course to be
. converted to a terminal course marking the
~ real end of secondary education. The course is
therefore likely to underge a great deal of
- transformation and rteorganisation. There is
~ also bound to be more diversification and
- vocationalization of the course. It is however
of necessary to incorporate all these possi-
bilities in the present reorganization. But this
- course should be viewed somewhat differently
- from the pattern proposed for the Degree

~ One major change proposed is that each
~ upit of the Pre-degree course should be lighter
- in content and of shorter duration. Hence it
. is proposed (hat one unit of a subject should
such as to be covered in a semester with
ur hours of instruction including class room
teaching, tutorials and practical work. Thus
each semester the student will have to cover
6 units and the two year course will involve a
‘units programme. Considering the present
attern of the courses and distribution of
aching load the foliowing is the subject wise
istribution of the course :—

Part I English —
8 units (32 semester Hrs. per week)

Part 1 Mod. Indian Language or Classi-
cal Language —

4 units (16 semester Hrs per week)

Part 111 Three Electives —

12 units (4 semester Hrs.
for each subject)

per week

In case General Education or Basic
Mathematics is to be continued one unit may
be transferred either from English or from
Modern Indian Language for the purpose,

In the case of Pre-degree the examination
papers need be only of 24 hrs. duration in
sulzjects without practicals and 2 hrs. duration
in subjects with practicals.

Teaching Methods

The introduction of the Semester System
by itself will not revitalize our educational
programme. Itis imperative that more effective
teaching methods should be adopted. To begin
with the University should provide that not
meTre than half the time allotied for each unit
of a course should be used for lectures. The

rest of the time should be used for group
tutorials and practicals and in the higher
classes for seminars and group discussions.

In the case of forcign language teaching,
lan.uage laboratories should be provided. The
use of audiovisual aids should be compulsory .
for all courses, Teachers in colleges should
be provided orientation courses in teaching
technigques in relation to each subjcct and in
the handling of mechanical aids.

Credits and Tromutions

A student, who secures pass marks which
may be fixed at 409, in the case of Pre-degree
and Degree and 350% in the case of Post-
graduate course, can be irecated as having
secured the credit for the particular unit
Each Unit is to be treated as independent for
purpose of passing. The pass is determined
on the basis of the total marks for internsl
assessment and semes{er examination, includ-
ing practical in the case of Science Subjects.



When the Semester System is introduced,
it 18 to be decided whether promotion to classes
of a succeeding Semester is (0 be determined
on the basis of his credits relating (o the pre-
ceding Semseter course. If a student is allowsd
to do the next semester, when he has not earned
the credils of the preceding course, he will be
carrying with him the burden of the past. This
is a distinct disadvantage, because the purpose
of the scmester system is to enable him to
shed his load every half year. It will be there-
fore a good thing that at least promotions to
the third and (in the case of degrec courses)
the fifth semesters at least are based on the
number of credits, so far earned by the
student — if not all the credits, — at leas]
75%, of the total credits due. There should be
also a limitation on the number of years for
passing a course from the date of joining the
course. This may be fixed as four years for
Pre-degree and Post-gradvate courses and 6
years for the Degree course. Beyond this
period the student should not be on the rolls of
the University for a particular course. A
student who has not earned the credits for a
semester may be allowed to repeat the semester
couse in a college, if the student so desires and
the Principal of the college agrees to i,
provided that the student must repeat all the
units of the course and not a few of them.

Pass and Honours Courses

The question regarding Pass Degree co-
urses and Honours or Special Doegree courses
has also to be considered when reorganizing
our system. The issue is confused by the han-
gover of the notions about the old Hornours
courses which were equivalent to M A. courses,
in the South Indian Universities. This type of
honours courses, which took one year more
than the pass courses, have been given up. In
most Indian Universities the Pass course pro-
vides for three optional subjects with equal
standard and the Honours course provides for
one subject in depth and the other two at a
lower standard. It will be noticed that the
proposal we have in view is of the Honours
pattern. We have provided 40% of the avail-

able time for one subject. Hence it will be
more appropriate to call these courses Honours
Courses. Those who secure credits at the pass
level may be given the Pass Degree and those
who secure I class or II class may be given the
Honours Degree. The award of class should
be based on the marks attained in all the units
in all the semesters. The studentis who secure
pass grades can be given opportunity to
improve their grades to Homnours level by
reappearing for the the Semester examinations
if they so desire. This arrangement has
already been accepted by some Universities in |
India, for example the Aligarh University,
and there is no rcason why we should fight
shy of it.

Extra Curricular Activities

The introduction of the semester system |
should not lead to a deterioration of the extra
curricular programmes in colleges which are
already at a low ebb now. At present there is
no systematic record of the co-curricular
activities of each student. These records’
should be maintained and marks assigned to
each student during each semester to the
degree of participation and achievement. As
a beginning, thirty marks may be set apart
for the purpose for each semester, 15 for
physical activities such as sporis and games,
N. C. C. Social Service and another 15 marks
for cultural activities such as debating, music,
playacting, drawing, painting and so forth.
These marks are to be recorded in the final -
certificate and taken into account for deter-
mining the class in which the candidate k&
placed.

-

Conclusion

The intraduction of the semester system
should be zccompanied by improvement and
reform in every aspect of University work.
Some have already been indicated. Unless
these reforms are also effected, the changes
may not lead to revitalization of our decadent |
sysiem. Teaching methods, expeditious and
proper conduct of examination, satisfactory
valuation of papers, improvement of the




question paper models by adding more and
more of objective Lyps questions are al]
matters that should recelve immediaie and
simultanecus attention of the University. The
preparation of the syllabus and prescription
of reading material should.b= done with care
and should be reviewed at suitable intervals
by persons who are really uptodate in their
respective fields and who have » proper
awareness of the social needs of education,

The unlts of the first semesters in all the
courses should be designed so as to avoid hard-
ship for the students at the initial stage of the
course, wien studeuts will take a little extra
time to acclimatize themselves to the course.
If all the necessary precautions are taken and
il all concerned act with necessary vitality and
interest, the introduction of the semester
pattern will certainly lead to a regeneration of
our collapsing educational system.
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Short Stoz

WOMAN -—— A DREADFUL CREATURE

). Abdul Latheef, 11 B. A.

Sarasu was eagerly and carefully listening
in the class when the professor was taking
Shakespeare’s drama, < Qthello.”

““Nobody, I myself, farewell,
Commend me to my kind lord, O, farewell™.

These were the last words of Desdemona
to Emilia, her close friend. Desdemona was
an innocent lady. Ofcourse, she was faithful
to her husband, Othello. She had committed
no sins other than ardent love borpe for her
kind lord. But he misunderstood her. As a
resuit of the careful nasty network of cunning
"lage, whom Othello considered as a very
“honest mar, he was dragged into the pit and
it resulted in the murder of a very innocent
~and simple soul. Standing at the topmost
point of suspicion Othello stifled” her with
_shivering hands. Even in that hateful and
¢ critical moment she prayed to God to forgive
FJOI‘.hcllo. How wonderfull! Love, it cannot be
L explained in ones own words. Surely, true love
[is something divine.

Sarasu could not listen further: The class
¥as going on. Her eyes were on the lines in
¢ bcok. But her face showed that she was
inking of something else. Yes, ceriainly
“she was.

-~ She lawfully thought that something
grrong had happened in the creation of man.
8t 18 said that all are equal before the eyes of
. But variety seems to be the order of the
day. Her dark coloured past began io fluiter
Lin her mind. She could remember it only with
Fa conternptions and irritating heart. Her father
pwas a college lecturer. Her mother who was
B gentle and straightforward lady was a clear
atch for him. As Sarasu was their only
Bthiid, she grew under the strict control and
[epecial consideration of her parents. To her

mother there was nothing in this world. She
could not part from her child even for a single
hour. Eventhough she did not know anything
about the modern fashionable life, she knew
how to be an obedient wife and a loving mother.

But Sarasu could not enjoy this fortunate
life for a long time. Cholera began to spread
throughout that area and unfortunately her
mother became a victim to that killer disease,
She was much worried about the future of her
child. She cursed her fate. Buat alas! one sad
night she bade farewell to this material world.
The pleasure and happiness of their house
came to an end for ever. Baby Sarasu was only
three years old. She could make out where
her mother had gone. She wept, wept for
months, but her mother did not come back.
Her soul was not mature to understand that
once dead, a person never comes back. The
poor father was her ounly hope aond be took
care of her as possibly and pleasantly as
he could,

About six months were over. There was no
body in the house to lock after his properties
and child when he lefi for the college in the
morning. He did not want to marey for a
second time. Even the thought of a second
marriage, he felt, as a sin committed on the
altar of his late beloved’s love and faith. His
friends and relatives compelled him to bring a
stepmother for the ljttle Sarasu. As there was
no alternative, with a refusing heart, he
agreed to it and the succeeding month itself
he married an educated lady name WVanaja.
She belonged to the fashionable ladies of
society. She felt it below her dignity to look
after the little child Sarasu. The baby wanted
to see its mother through that lady but Vanaja
had a limit to anything and she could not love
even that child beyond that limis.



Years passed. Sarasu was studying in the
first predegree class in a distant college. Her
father was s'owly surrendering to T. B, due to
the irauspicius consequerces of cortinuous
hard work for too many years. His mind in-
voked him to think deeply about his grown up
daughter. He had aticast earrced some wealth
to give his daugbter in marriage to somebody
and complete her college education. Though
not willing, he resigned his post and lived with
medicine in his own home. Because her father
was not well, Sarasu often visited her bouse and
gave reliefl to her futher. Gradueally she found-
out a strange matter. Her step mother was not
on good terms with her father. Vanaja did not
mind him £o much, as she did ezrlier. Sarasu
was also unforiunate to notice the urjust friend-
ship between her siep metiher and the neigh-
bour Mchan, The stepmother had ro time to
cate for anything atout her hu:band’s discase
but fcund ¢ncugh time to dance with Mohan.
For the first time Sarasu felt hatred against
Vanaja. Vanaja followed u step-motherly policy
towards her. Her father was a clever man. He
pictured her future and fourd ro well-wishers
for her. 8o he gave his caughter in marriage
to one of his friend’s sons who was studying
for the final M. B. B. 8. course. Now he, Sarsu’s
husband is working as a doctor in Poona.

it became mere comfortable for Sarasu to;
continue her education. One day the Economics
¢lass was going on., The peon came with a chit.
The lecourer read “No. 5 wacrted in the Office,
urgently’’ she went. The postman was wailtio
there. Tt was a ielegram from ber stepmother
It msntiened “Father sericusly ill, start im
mediately”’. She was bewildered and crie
Oh, fathe:””. Within po time she fell down
unconscious. However, she woke up and rag
to the hostel, caugbt a taxi and hurried to ber
bome. She saw her father on the death bed. O
secing her he shouted, “Sarasu, my dear, dea
my daughter, poison. Va...o Bl e jd)
He could not complete the sentence. His sou
parted his body. She could ucderstand his las
words. Vanaja had given him poison. Tha
wretched creature, that shrew wanted to marr
Mcohan and in her way her husband was th
only stumbling block. Tn order to remove |
sbe killed him by giving poiscn. She was ve
happy at his unnatural death. She was sai
fied. Within two weeks M.han and Vungj
were married.

When Sarasu, the IT D. C student, hear
the last words of Desdemona; she was thinkin

about two women — Desdemona and Vanaja
both arc women, but what a difference !!




