A LULLABY ON FEROKE BRIDGE
P. V. RAJGUPAL

ONCE IN A BUDS
I heard a pretty co-ed hum a lullaby on Feroke Bridge
Down below a red steam launch clipped on its career to the sea
While in its wake a lazy catamaran complete with sail and ocarsmen big
Snaked its way with its load of tiles pink and fresh from the factory
A few long limbed storks flapped overhead with silver fish” twixt their beaks
The heavens were grey in the morning light since the sun was battling with the clouds
My bus a veleran of the roads, packed with scholars staff and freaks
Cruised along in its inimitable way diesel-dinned and with cries aloud
The humming ceased, the heat increased and new scenes appeared on either side
Coconut palms, broadacred farms, a garage here a cale’ there
Wordsworth s Reaper on the Caledonian heights had all the silence in the world
To sing as she never sang before her highly enigmatic lays
But my hummer hamlet bred had hummed against heavy odds
To put the river nymphs to sleep that crazy day last February
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You lock most beautiful when vou are sad;

It does not mean that 1 wish to sadden you

Ta see thy beauty beloved.

I wio am so beauty mad

Would like tb hear the ring of your girlish laughter adorable ane,
I often watch you when you think that no one watches you
And see that virgin brow of yvours moist with dew

The dew of woerry the hane of youth

You bhave your young dreams, I have mine,

Od though —rendered young when mixed with thine,

You have your fears which come to speil your dreams.

I’ll fight those fears, end them and lead you to the streams
Of happiness that tlow somewhere

Through this treubled world.
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Gazelle eved girlic in your gyrations, what docs that mudra say

Is it just sirpa sirsa the cobra’s head to ward off the evil eye?
Or ardha-chandra the hall-moon gesture of hope and bravery
Or Kataka the garland mudra signifying the spirit of inquiry
Or ala padma the lotus symbol of Krishna’s reincarnation
Mavybe it is Kartari mukha meaning death and separation

Or the erotic Sikhara holding out an exclusive invitation

Or Kapitha the veil holder’s pose

Or ggja bringing love to a close

I've heard of suchi denoting surprise and ccstasy

And bhramana the flight of the bumble bee

«Tis none of these”” the girl replies as her silver anklets jingle
“Tis a concoction all my own where four schools of dance mingle
11l call it swa lasya the dance of the maiden single.”



e e e Tt L e

R e e L L e e e e = P i e et

AUAAVAM o N AN

& &b, MUW, oo [

Qo alaveme a0d | medndlanns olsd ol @l Toowond amos

:ﬂ;g;}gm“]manﬂo bl A 100003 A SETImMNO 10
roen 10510 §00515 7 CMm@0-. MLBHE| OMUDWe MmO lermNlsm,

HAMLIISe DBODe AVMIGA 0], al®eMe Gald 1 §MaNEKE conm1ax
DINAV G101 6008 (ryednti 1o a)pd 10 emoaam agomsormod

82M%  mleammesn]a)egaono e FUIaJBE0e
BRI DT HH Do mgms’]amm.

aIHHSEHNROY BEMIAIDS T TaRIMde|—

SEMEaMIelsRam QOmnosT.

ryMe AIN@160T) Qlreamts A1

@GN TR EHISMADEHICEEO |
SRIDD 1O EIOH TMMEVEI:R D,

EI050]a TYMTBOaDEs 16} |
°d COIBMSHIOMIME 010510 13d o®ogIsd |
QIDEISDM A6 100 BTLOY 000X @A 10007,

amod 271a1dsTana e Iod emoad CNOS TeaeE 1603 M OKTNMIIO..

M7 UM 1o @m16Mere,] Qe8I

MO0
SalMido BAIWe AITSaNMIRY. MNIDNRNVEIdRo LLDAMEIBIN D |
SOSEIEBIHEINMOCWIINV0s BG4S  HOIMNWIG IOl BaeaRMIOR®:1e
MO TmMMILH 12106 1S, M@ TN M1aTSmM,

alm1g allemee A AiUMe and !  @elld, MVTes aleens MmlonBge
QN 1gd MIREHBINSIHIGNED 7 @EMo HNO0T &N1TX0L],,



