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APRIL FCOL TO THE DEVIL

M. A AEDULIAKUTTY, P. D-

' Y room-mate is a studious lad. Not
him silly yarng, practical jokes,
B¢ chatter and things like that. He
pnd I share a room in the Main Hostel-
j room which faces the morning side
bt the hill. Last Sabbath I woke up
eisurely at eight in the morning with
my arms stretched {rom Pole to Tole
With a king size yawn which almost
bhook the foundation. There were {ull
jwenty four hours of holiday before me
nd the cool breeze of the morning
pas just what thesdoctor had ordered.
}' gab which was silent all »night
jow craved for some exercise and I
_;'p-t_ up to the chair where my f{riend
as reading in carnest, with my head
Hed with programmes. But he, anti-
ipating my move yelled out “Get
pashed and on with your breakfast.”

L -From the tone of his voice I realised
jat he meant business and so I dashed
;he toilet and returned twenty
pputes later looking the very picture
;young Apnllo. The next twenty
s I spent in the Mess gobbling
:.@ s—-and washing the whole thing
*.- with liberal quantities of coffee.
my return to my room [ thought
Y could once again attempt 1o
it the day’s programme with
M-mate but he would not' allow
to ‘whisper even a mono-syllable,
i anti-social insect. Looking over
fishoulder I found him tracking

Magellan’s voyage to the Spice Islands
with the aid of a tatiered atlas. A
grunt from him is like the veto of

Russia’s the TUnited

Gromyko in
Nations so buck I went to my chair
in thce opposite corner and indulged
in some day dreaming.

Not merely day dreaming but
some serious rcflections such as the
chances of a rain holiday on the
morrow, Chou-en-Lai’s perfidy, my

dhobi’s impudence, whether T. T. K,
would force out the black money in
the land and the unemployment which
stared at the educated youngsters of
to-day. I myself had earned my B. A,
degree in Economics two years earlier
and roamed half a dozen towns to
bag a job. But no job having come
my way, I joined the Law College to



It was more
ever clear that only
University prizemen and those who
obtained classes stood a chapce of
getting fixed up in lite.  The third
class graduatc had to hitch his wagon
to kismet. Did I say that I looked an
Apolio ? Well, I was looking more like
Socratcs now.

mark time as 1t werc.

than o me

My thoughts received a rude jolt
when I heard a gentle knock at the
door. My room-mate who opencd it,
admitted a barrel-shaped figure draped
in kaki uniform which smelt of body
odour. Obviously this apparition had
not heard of that twenticth centary
marvel “Nodour Soap” which the
Commercial Scrvice of a friendly radio
station spoke of twenty times a day.
However ‘he was the genial postman—
an employee of the Union Govern-
ment which I was not. He held out
a post card to me. Now all the world
knows that when a postman hands out
a missive be it a scaled envelope, an
inland letter or a common-or-garden
postcard the recipient’s heart goes
thumping. My heart went berscrk since
I was wondering who on ecarth had sent
this card to me.

Was it from Burma-Shell ; Stanvac
or Hindustan-Lever, or Gwalior Rayons,
Bharath Pistons or what?!! Then I
read the message (fortunately in English)
that it was an invitation to an interview
leading to the appointment as a lower
division clerk in the Northern Railway,
Heavens! A government job atlast and
I let off a wolf-whistle.

That settled it. That wolf whistle
produced boyish and girlish laughter,

I looked around me in my little
room. Holy smoke! it was

not my
little room.  FHere T was in the second
bBench ol the middle row of the

Pre-Degree  class where the lecturer
was explaining the terms ““Infinitive’
and ““Present and Past Participle.” 1In
spite of that wolf whistle I looke
sheepmish -black sheepish at that !'! He
advanced towards me like that monster,
(I forget its name) created by tha
scientist (I forget his name too) bu
with a beaming smile.

He asked me “Where do you thin
you arc my lad? Run up to the tap
wash your [ace and come back.” Wha
an uproar there was in the class as
walked out crestfallen and what a
uproar there was when I returned te
minutes later!! And I who for a fe
seconds imagined that I'was a Bachelo
of Arts of two years’ standing wit
visions of a seat on the Railway Boar
thirty years from now !'! Those lineso
Rudyard Kipling came back to me s
“ If you can dream —

and not make dreams your mast
If you can think —

. aud not make thoughts your aim.

Rcally in my young life I ha
been an April Fool year after year. B
then it was my compeers who had ma
me 0. This was the first time (and
hope the last time) that the Devil ha
made me an April Fool.
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