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*HALLEY’S COMET

[The Dream of a Student of Astronomy]
(R oja Sadanandan, I M. Sc.)

It was on a calm Winter’s night,
With the full moon shining bright;
Gradually it suffered a total eclipse,
And I entered a sudden trance.

* He ik £
I was burdened deeply, heavily with

An “unborn tomorrow” yet sure to
come forth

With that fair but terrifying monster !
“Tomorrow, Astronomy, I have to answer”
To learn its three-dimensional theory;
We must live in a vast world, imaginary
T had yet to turn many important pages,
Sure questions, and some book propositions
For this I must weep, and was about to weep,
But a gentle breeze lulled me to sleep.

# it * #
Halley came and touched me tenderly
« Write an article on my comet vividly,”
Uttered that famous English Astronomer,
A tall and majestic personality, reader !
< Think on these things ** added he,

¢ The stellar back ground, the apogee and
' perigee,

The ellipse, the parabola, the perihilion,

Which cannot be seen within a pavilion.

One short-cut to the Celestial Heavens,

Fly on imagination’s wings to those heights,

Or think, for what says the French mathe-
matician,

¢ I think therefore I am’, is Descartes’
version.

Every thing, a calculation, with formulae,
But has nothing to do with the nebulae.”.
E £ # i
And 1, most perplexed to see his phantom,

Began to think of the happenings from
Adam,

Glorious longings of an astronomer, great,
Made me bold to utter and to laugh at,

““ My most potent and reverend signior,

1 would, my wishes and desires, rare

Take me to the Greenwich Observatory
In a globe through the clouds, transitory
For I have wished more than thousand times
To loiter 'mid billions of rolling spheres,
The theory of ethereal vortices to be
propounded,
A world beyond our own and far beyond,
Yonder still, with conditions strange and
weird,
Please promise to come....,.”. He laughed
. aloud,
Quoth he, “let the years roll by, five
: times five,
When again will appear Halley’s comet,
with wave,
I will, to fetch you there on Greenwich’s hill

Where you will, one night, jump up,
of thrill.”

The birds were jubilant, when the clock
struck four,
And I more jocund, woke up at once, for
Yesternight’s dream seemed portentous,
A prophecy, let me call it, dear readers !
Never in my life had I, such a happening,
To wake from my bed so early in the
morning.
The remaining portions all did T go through

And among them was a chapter on comets
too.
As usual to the examination hall then I
went,
And looked into that grey coloured sheet,
Handed to me by that grave supervisor,
Reminded was 1 of that dream once more,
Seeing the first question on the blue sheet,

“ Write a short note on Halley’s comet ™

* Edmund Halley was a famous English
Astronomer who computed the orbit of a
particular short-period comet which was
lately known after his name. According
to his calculations the comet will appear in
the heavens either in 1985 or 1986.
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