Imaginary Characters

I. M. Kuttiah, B.Com. III

WE were all sitting in the class, when

an elderly man dressed in fine clo-

thes, dragging his huge waist came into the
class, and went straight to the table..

As our mathematics lecturer was newly
appointed we thought that he was the lect-
urer and hence in our reverence to him,
we stood up and bowed to him. He in
turn greted us in the most cheerful way
and said that he was a new student cf the
college, and that he was a canditate for the
Joint Secretaryship of the college union. we
had taken him to be a lecturer as he was
in full European dress but when we found

him tobe a fellow student seeking votes,
' our laughter knew no bounds.

“Please elect O, P. Nayer of U. P. C. as
the Joint Secratary of the college union,”
S0 saying he went to each and every one of
the students and distributed his green hand

hills. He asked them to vote for him and
| every one assured him his vote but made
- furn of him soon after his depasture. As
 he came from the same town as myself and

since he was a neighbour of mine, we soon .

he came great friends . From him I lea-
rnt that he had failed twice in the inter-
mediate Examination and therefore he had
now Joind the new College.

When the results of the election were
announced, my friend pulled a lugubrious
face, as his name was the last in the list.
- He has secured barely three votes. One was

his own vote and the second was mine as
I had proposed his name and the third by
some unknown one. However the sorrow
did not last long, for my friend stood for
the secretaryship of the fine Arts Asso-
ciation. Since he was a good lover of
music, I proposed his name for the Sec-
retaryship.

But even this time he failed and this
made him a noted figure in our class as he
was the only person who had failed in two
elections. He had an “owner driver®’
18th century morris car which had borne
No T. G. T. 200. Soon the mischievous
boys of our class conferred on him a tittle
“Ten root two” or merely 1052 as accor-
ding to them this number was the square
root of the number of his car. In the mine-
time the new lecturer had come, and while
we was solving a pro®lem in the “Index
Laws’® chapter he got the answer as 1052,
This reminded the students of my friend
and so they burst into a guffaw. ‘The new
lecturer was bewildered and so he went
through the problem once again and this
agitation doubled the vigour of our
laughter. But later on the lecturer found
out why he was laughed at, when another
Jecturer told him all about 1042,

Our College was newly constructed and
so all the rooms had not heen alloted to

One day when 1042
and myself reached the college it was
9.45 a, m. Butmy friend expressed his

particular classes.



disire to pay a visit to the college canteen.
I had to yield to his wishes and so we went
there. but when we went to the class it
was 10-5 a. m. the lecturer who had to
meet the class in the first hour was very
punctual. He used to come to the class at
the stroke of the bell and mark the atten-
dance. For that period we had lost our
ettendace. But as my friend perssuaded me,
we two went to the door and my friend
opened the door. He was resourceful and
equal to the occasion.

“May we, enter the class, sir’’ he asked.
“Why are you late, you late L atiff ?*
roared the lecturer.

““Sir, we were looking for our room, but
we could not find it,and finally the peon
directed us here” retorted my friend.
Without any word we were allowed to enter
the class and to my astonishment were
given attendance by the lecturer.

A cheerful friend is a Joy for ever.
When our mathematics lecturer finished his
portion for the selection examination he
said, “If you have any questions to ask, you
may ask them now.’’,« At that moment mhy
friend stood up and'without any hesitation,
asked, ““Sir, we want to know the questions
given for our examinations.” At this all
the students and the lecturer too, laughed
at him. but however my friend was bent
upon asking some questions. So he took up
our Algebra book and asked the lecturer for
the solution of a problem from a series,

Another incident throws a lot of light
ipon my friend’s character. Last year we
1ad been to Bhagamandala (the sources of
iver cauvery) for the famous festival.
Chere we lodged at the*“Sukha Nivas.” At
hat time it was filled up to its capacity

and even the verandah was full. There
were so many pilgrims so that it was diffi-
cult for us to have any repose. Actually
we were in the sitting positions. There
were many people who were sleeping
around us. When it was getting late in
the night and when almost all the pilgrims
were dreaming of their homes my friend
with loud voice shouted out, A snake
a Snake, a Snake is creeping here’” and
got up from his place. All the people awoke
from their sleep and they were jostling up
and down. Some were searching for sticks
and some were searching for their kinsmen
in that confused crowd of people and some
were taking to their heels for safety. In.
their shuffle many people left the veran-
dah and by the strategy of my friend we
could get enough space for us to sleep com-
fortalby.

Once we had been to ““Plaza’® where,
“Baiju Bawra’® was redeased the same day.
My friend was thoroughly acquainted with
the people of filmdom and as soon as the
song “Bhagawan, Bhagawan ve dunivya ke
Rakhuvala............ " was being song, he
began his harangue on Milton’s view on
music and quoted the lines

“The ms=lting voices thro’ mazes running

of plutos. 4o i

I had to strive my best to keep my friend
quiet, for, forgetting that he was in the
theatre, he began to sing the song and every
one was staring at him and they began to
say “hush hush”’,

I shall mildly touch upon the foibles of my
friend. He was a great reader and so he
would not pay much attention to his dress,



If some body disturbed him in his studies
he would pounce up on the intruder with
fury. He was a terrible Smoker, but he
would advise others not to Smoke. About
punctuality also, though he used to advise
others to be punctual, I did not find him to
be punctual even on a single occasion. In
thi case he was rally a man of words.

Alas, 1had to part with my friend as he
was successlul in the examination and hence
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he has gone to Guindy, while T failed and
am now ‘decaying’ in the U. P. C. for
another year. But however I am confident
to meet him soon in Guindy. Right was he,
when Johnson wrote about friendship:

“Friendship, pzculiar boon of heaven,
The noble mind’s delight and pride
To men and angels only given,

To all the lower world demied”.
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