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PLiterature and Life

K. Hassan, IV B. A.

?4!3 the outset; I should like to attempt a definition of the two terms
Literature and Life and then to find out its relation to one another.
Literature is: said to be the comment upon life. What is life? To
comment upon life we should have a correct idea about life. Then
only we can say what its comment is likely to be. The various philo-
sophers who thought deeply over life till now have given us no
‘unanimous opinion about life. To some it is a riddle, to some it is
pain, still others think that it is a tale told by a fool. All these defini-
tHons give us only that aspect of life which to the upholders of each of
thesetheories might have had a profound appeal. But apart from
these one-sided opinions upon life, Ishould like fo attempt a defini-
tion. I should like to define it by contrasting the difference between
the dead and the living. The dead have no contact with the environ-
ment in which they had lived. The living constantly react at what they
come face to face. Yet the contact with the environment is not a
satisfactory explanation of life. The inanimate objects also in some
way or.other keep constant contact with the environment. And what
is the difference between the contact of the environment by the living
and inanimate objects ? The only difference is that the living things
contact with the environment consciously. So, the conscious contact
with environment is life. Thus literature comments upon lite which is
the conscious contact with environment.

Literature has been held to function in various ways. To some
it is a means to the enjoyment of life. To some it is way of escape
from the grim relation of the world. Still others entertain the opinion
that literature must be mads to alleviate the sutferings of the poor.
Each of these opinions, as I have already noted, is one-sided and each
D‘f them represenis a particular stand-point from which they view
things. None of them can claim the merit that they fully reveal the
whole aspect of literature.

| We'have seen that life is the ‘Conscious contact with the envi-
ronment. Then what is the function of literature? Obviously it has

4 This essay won the fu:st prize in the eszay compehtmn of 1955— 56,
+ 172



to comment upon life, From the time of the appearance of human
species on earth man has tried to find out the mysteries of life. He
has had doubts in his mind as to how the entire universe is working
in union and harmony. He tried to satiate his quest for knowledge.
He tried to find out answers for these questions. Thus the more wise
and intelligent among them fabricated stories about the origin of the
Earth, Sky and Stars stc, etc. and the philosophers tried to put every
thing in order. In other words they tried to establish connexions
among the various phenomena which they happened to observe. To
his surprise he found that new phenomena are being created by
nature. Extraordinary things occurred. Comets are scmetimes, seen
in heaven and they iried to find out the secret of the appearance of
a comel. Thus the primitive man was keeping contact with the envi-
ronment in which he lived. All the questions which were posed fo
the primitive man could not be answered by him. He tried to bridge
the gulf with stories and legends. Thus arose the various types of
gods and goddesses who presided over the destinies of each indivi-
dual human being. This gave rise to the idea of predestination and
fate. Thus we tind that the primitive literature or the literature of the
ancients, are full of such legends and stories in which the gods and
goddesses played a prominent part.

With the march of time, the idea of man about himselt and the
gods and goddesses underwent a through change. Man began to be
hailed as the most important of all creatures and the ideal man
resembled gods and the ideal woman resembled goddesses and thus
the human perfection was held to be the emergence and elevalion
ol man as one equal with the gods. The perfect, the ideal, the
impossible, seemed to be the equalisation of man with the God. Thu
a divine spark is held to be innate in man. The cultivation of th
divine qualities in man became the object of the perfect man. Thu
arose the literature in which we find human beings and gods playin
and acting together in various fields of activities in war and peac
and in prayer and ceremonies. Thus the elevation of man as th
equal of gods gave rise to the literature which treats human being
as equal to gods. The classical period ot literature is almost of thi
sort, There we find the absolute virtues and the absolute vices per
sonified. The virtuous people were almost worshipped by the peopl
as an incarnation of god, the evil character being detested and curse




* by the readers. Thus arose Ramayana and Mahabharatha in which
the virtuous and the vicious are depicted .in clear contrast to each
other. The literature of this period produced characters who are
typical personifications of virtue and vice, the good and bad; and the
pertect examples are to be followed and the most abominable vicious

' characters are to be abhored.

Later; man began to express himself with some amount of obscu-
| rity and with an ornamental and flowery style. Thus the tendency to
lbecome a little obscure became—all the more expressed and this
‘gave rise to the various modes and techniques of literature, like

symbolism, mysticism etc. Here also we find the literature of the day
imbibing the thoughts and aspirations of man.

The concept of man about God, his position in the Universe and

his relation to God began to appeal to him more and more forcibly
‘and one group of poets and writers who pondered over the subject
broughtiout excellent works which elevated man's thoughts and feel-
‘ings to a higher level. The use of mere words was not sufficient to
bring forth the full implications of what they had to express, so they
sought the help of symbols. Thus symbolism and mysticism were the
twin sisters of a single birth.

Again the concept of man underwent changes and the old ideas

‘were found worn out ‘and incapable of satisfying his thirst for the real
and the true. Man was held to be the mixture of good and bad, each
‘of which was predominant at particular moments. In the course of the
‘life of a man we find that he is committing so many mistakes. Even
the greatest and the best of the master minds of the age are commit-
ling mistakes of a grave nature. 5till they make amends for their
“wrongs and improve themselves so that they may be better persons in
tuture, and thus acquire fame and name for them. So the idea of the
“incarnation of God in the form of human beings was discarded and
“more stress was laid upon the ingenuity of man and the fruits of his
- persistent labour. The literature of this period is remarkably charac-
teristic of the modern age. The idea is that man acts in response to
‘the urge of his impulses, neither good nor bad, in itself and he acts
“withou! any reference to the moral teachings. Of course, by conven-
‘tions and the social and moral compulsions, he may try to conceal his
“acts. Yet a great part of the activities of man is not motivated by the
“dictates of reason, but by the dictates of passion. Thus man began




{o pass through the process of “trial and error”. This concept gave
an impetus to the work ot Hugo and his school.. For example, "the
Les miserable’” is a perfect depiction of life of this sort. Thus as and
when the concept of man changed, the literature also gave place- to
corresponding changes and those concepts remodelled and moditied
the literary works of the age.

We have seen that the environment is a factor in our discussion.
The term environment brings in undoubtedly, the social set up of each
age and time., The Feudal system of socisty which revolves round
the person of the noble of the parish or the king of the country, gave
an impetus to the court poets. They sang the glories ot their masters
and it was flattery and the artistic merit was made subject to the
element of tlattery. The kings and queens were the burden of their
ballard and the ordinary human beings find litile or no scope in the
literature of those days. The environment again changed and the
form of literature again was made subject to the change. The demo-
cratic form of Governments began to preside over the destinies of the
world and the values of human rights and fundamental greatness of
humanity occupied a predominant part of the literature and thus it
brought in its wake the works of Rosseau and his colleagues. The
old ideals about the social set up and authority of the kings based on
the accident of birth began to lose its hold upon the people and it
gave rise to the concept of liberty, equality and fraternity. Here we
find literature actually accelerating the process of history. Valtaire
and Rosseau were the sponsors of these ideals and they possessed
complete sway upon the minds of subsequent generations. They are
really living in history while others are merely honoured and remem-
bered with gratitude, because what they have written continues to
live at the present also.

The term environment again reminds us of the idea of economic
changes. Ever since the organisation of socisty tock place, the econo-
mic set up has exercised tremendous influence over the life of the
people. The advent of machines and the consegquent changes in the
mode and ownership of means of production and distribution have
helped to the emergence of the difference between the urban popula-
tion and the rural population. It has widened the gu'f between the
‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’. This has become a serious threat to peace
and order and consequently the-ideclogical differences are likely to



bring about the ultimate break down and complete ruin of human
species on earth. So, the writers of the present are trying to instil and
infuse the idea of peace, nay world peace, in the minds of the people.
There again, it is a question of life. The writers are propagating the
message of peace through the world; because they feel that, it is their
duty to propagate that message in order to rescue humanity from
imminent danger. The poets and writers are held to be the prophets
of their age. They have helped to shape and reshape the lives of
their people. Till now, we have discussed the relation between lifs
and literature. In fact, we were dealing with the social life and
literature. |

Now let us enter into the realm of individual life and literature.
Is there a function for literature to perform in the case of each indi-
vidual ? Undoubtedly the answer is positive. The great works of the
great minds elevate the human soul to the realm of a higher moral
plane and it adds to the weight of the personality of the individual.
It really provides the charm of life. Without literature, life would be
barren and dull to many people. A famous king of Ancient India,
Bharthri Hari preferred good works of poetry to his kingdom. This
itself clearly depicts the enormous influence which literature is cap--
able of wielding in the day-to-day life of man. |

The exquisite love poetry of Keats and the imaginative works
of Shelley have a profound appeal to the minds of the individuals who
possess an inclination to read romantic literature. They appeal to
our senses. They take possession of the individual self of the reader
and transforms his self. They elevate the soul to a higher level! and
make us believe that life is much more than what we have held itto be.

As and when we go through the real artistic work of a master
spirit, our hearts also beat in accordance with the same line of the
ideal character represented by the author. [ makes us feel happy,
undergo sufferings, feel detested, angry at some times and agresable
at other moments, Thus it brings up emotions and feelings which are
hidden in us. It makes us aware of the grim realities of life. It makes
us all the more conscious of the life aroundus. It brings in its wake
our moral indignation towards the injustice of the world. It instils a
sense of proportion and a fellow feeling towards the miserable and
the wretchsad.

Thus, to conclude, the aim of literature is to widen the horizon

of our experience about life, which iz the conscious contact with

envircnment. | | |
e A
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chhgmn and Science

M, P. Nair, M, 4., B.T.

Q&G are led to think by the discoveries of science that the
Universe has been ripped open, and its secrets laid bare before us.
The intoxication of a little knowledge makes us forget for a time that
there is no power greater than man's, and that he can arrogate to
himself the position of the Lord of the Universe. But surely he should
know better. In spite of his vanity he must realise from his accumu-
lated knowledge that the world is still mysterious; all his knowledge
about it is only perhaps sufficient to provide him -with creature-
comforts, provided he makes use of his knowledge in the proper way.

The laws of Physics are to be regarded as mere hypotheses
which hold sway for sometime and then give way to iresh ones.
They originate from the physicists' mind which perceives one aspect of
the energy in nature, for the time. That aspect soon changes, and lo!
the laws lose their validity. Thus we know that the Ptolemaic theory
gave way to the Copernican, and this again to the Newtonian which
has lost its hold because of the theory of relativity. Even the recent
theories on atom have undergone various changes, and are still in a
state of flux. It would seem that any theory with sufficient imagination
behind it will fit in to describe the structure of the atom which is but
another term for the microcosm

In Biology we find that Darwin satisfied thinkers for some time;
and men thought that they had reached the pinnacle of wisdsom.
There seemed to be a finality about man's knowledge of the origin of
life. But soon fresh questions were posed; and no one conversant with
the crop of problems raised by the Darwinian theory will feel that he
solved the problem of man's origin, for ever. And now in our present
day we have the newborn science of Psychology, with new-fangled
theories of instincts, behaviourism and psycho-analysis. It now fasci-
nates us as an infant in the cradle with its play of arms and legs, and
lisp. Every child is hailed as a prodigy by its parents, and it is no
wonder that we are now charmed by this infant-science.

Prominent scientists have now disowned the materialistic theory
of life. Sir James Jeans and Prof. Eddington have given it as their
considered view that the so-called material phenomena are the ettects
of the way in which the spiritual reality appears to us. Einstein has



subscribed to the view that mind is fundamental and matter is deriva—

tive. In this connection it is interesting to note how our knowledge of
astronomy and nuclear physics has led us back to the theory of
Biblical creation. It is said that in the centre ot the stars the heat is
0 intense that the protons and electrons are annihilated and this
annihilation is the source of the recently discovered phenomena of
cosmic rays or cool radiation. Everywhere in the universe these
phenomena are present and so it is conceivable that the fate of the
universe is to dissolve into radiation. This process can be pictorially
presented like the diffussion of a drop of ink in water. To an observer
it would seem that somebody is shaking the ink in water. If this can
happen, Sir James Jean infers that a reverse process also can happen
to which we can give the name of creation used by our forefathers.
Anyhow the conclusion is insistent that the Universe cannot have
originated by chance outof its present ingredients. What appears
to us is material, but the reality is other than appearance. “Scientific
knowledge is not knowledge of reality but of appearance.”

Thus it follows that the scientific method is not the method of
knowing reality. Professor Eddington illustrates this truth by the
nature of the activity involved in the seeing of a joke. We can analyse
a joke, like a chemical compound. After seeing the compoenent parts
we may say that the ‘joke' is a joke. But in the process of analysis
the ephemeral quality of joke, its laughableness, the humour of i
evaporates and is lost. Therefore the way to know a joke is to have
a sense of humour. And so also the approach to reality is not through
science, but through art, through the appreciation of nature, and above
all through religion.. And religion is intensity of personal experience
in the contemplation of one greater than man. In the attempt to have
this experience we deliberately follow religion.

The very same conclusion can be reached by tracing the
development in physics. The notion of influence acting upon bodies
and creating reaction, as enunciated by Newton has ceased to have
universal validity, because according 'to Einsten, every particle moves
along theline of least resistance. It moves along the easiest path
open to it. It is true that it moves as it it was attracted by a distant
body. But this is so, because there is a gravitational field around it,
working in the same manner as a magnetic field around a magnet. It
is only because we see the particle move that we suspect of the



presence of such a field. Only the movement of a piece of iron or the
dellection of the needle of a galvanometer in a magnetic field demon-
strates to us visibly that there is such a magnetic or electric force. We
can therefore legitimately infer that every point of space may be
supposed to be the theatre of an immense number of invisible happe-
nings. We can thus believe that material bodies can be acted upon
in an invisible manner by non-material or spiritual forces.. Therefore
the visionary voyage of the ancient mariner as conceived by Cole-
ridge and pictured to us in his inimitable way only reveals to us that
Coleridge was not a mere visionary, but a poet of intense religious
experience. There need not be a willing suspension of belief to
enjoy the poem, but there can be a fitting response of the soul in
making its enjoyment intensive and personal.

All that has been already said should now lead us io appraise
the function of a scientist. The external world is not by a sort of rave-
lation revealed to the mind of the inquiring scientist. It is merely
pictured by him. Thus science becbmes essentially a form of art.

I the 'Ancient Mariner' is an exquisite piece of art, any of the
imaginative pictures constructed by the human mind of the workings
of the universe, and called scientific theory, is,  also a creation of art.
It also leads us to the perception of reality.

The Lord in Heaven sees us happy with these science-toys, As
the father of the Universe he has provided us ‘with these and let us
play. The toys break, and then again he supplies us with fresh anes.
We see Him and think of Him when they break, or when we are tired
with the play and the toys. And then the loving Father sends ug his
digambers (Prophets) to take us back to Him, Atsuch a time a reli-
gious wave spreads in the worid. We know of the significance of such
periods in recorded history. Let us have the faith to hope that very
soon there will be an awakening in religion, an awakening this time
due to the wedding ot science and religion, the possibility of which we
have surveyed herein. And then there will be great joy on earth.

*

I slopt and dreamt that life was Beauty ¥
I woke and found that lile was Duty, — John Keats —

There are two tragedies iu life; one is uot to get your heart’s daesire; the
other is to get it. ' :

— Bernard Shuw
{The -’ precious gems '’ printed at some of the bottom pages were collected by
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Sir Sved Bhmed Khan

K. Raghavan Nambiar, III B. A,

:‘6!&9.‘"{3 is none among Indians who has not heard of Sir Syed Ahmed
Khan, the founder of Aligarh Muslim University and his brief bio-
graphy is worth studying. He was born on the 17th October 1817 in
an aristocratic Muslim family at Delhi. His ancestry can be traced
. back to the family of Prophet Mohamed. It was during the reign of
' Shah Jahan that the ancestors of Ahmed Khan crossed the frontiers of
Persia and settled down at Delhi. Both his paternal and maternal
. relations were highly educated scholars, efficient administrators and
| able generals who had the fortune of serving under both the Mughal
and British rulers. Ahmed Khan was thus born in a family which had
- established high traditions behind it.
At a very early age he took up his studies in earnest. After
- studying the Koran he laid his hand on mastering Urdu. his mother-
toungue from a village school. After that he studied Persian language
and subjects like Astronomy and Medicine. He was only 19 years old
- at this time. Even though he had anticipated a happy-go-lucky life,
. the tide of fortune turned against him by the premature death of his
father and brother, under whose protection and care he had grown up
- to be a promising youth. When he was young he was fully aware of
“the low social, economical and educational status of his own brethren
- and he resolved himself to raise it to the best of his ability. But all
his fond hopes were shattered to pieces with the death of his father
and brother. This made him lead the life of a cymc and he grew a
beard and dressed in simplicity.
In those days it was very difficult to get employed under the
‘British rulers especially for those who were ignorant of the English
f language. Ahmed Khan was no exception to this. However he
' acquired some knowledge of English by his own efforts and procured
I a humble job in the government. But it did not take him much time
'{o outshine himself with efficiency in discharging his duties. By dint
I of his abilities he rose to the position of a Munsiff and in this capacity
 he remained in office for a considerable time at Delhi. Even though
he was busy with his official duties he could find sufficient time to
I devote to literary pursuits and it was during this time that he studied
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\rabic. One of his books written at this time had drawn the attentio
>t the Royal Asiatic Society of England and they tittingly honoured
1im by accepting him as an honorary member of the Society. In 1853
1e was promoted to a still higher post in the government.

During those days the slumbering -nationalistic enthusiasm
mmong the Indians was raising its head, to break the shackles of bond
1ge of our country from the British imperialistic domination. Thig
mouldering flame of national discontent burst into flame and spread
ike a wild fire throughout the country with the outbreak of ihe greaf
ndian Mutiny of 1857. Ahmed Khan was shocked to see the devasta
ion caused by the mutinity and the massacre of the Englishmen by
ndians and he had to risk his own life on many occasions to save thd
ives of many Englishmen. He was a man who had great regard fo
he Britishers and he expected that their regime would continue i
ndia for a long time. So he ielt that it was his responsibility to strivg
or the peacetful settlement of the great upheval which had put th
ountry in the lurch. . Many of the sponsors and organisers of thd
nutiny were his thick friends and he persuaded them to abstain from
uch anti-British activities which were detrimental to the generaj
nterests’ of the country. These meritorious services rendered by
Thmed Khan were appremated by the British Government and hs
vas knighted in the succeeding year. Further he was also olfered g
jagir’ to the value of two laks of rupees as a reward for his serviceg
which he refused to accept on the sirict principle that his serviceg
vere not for money but only a humanitarian duty.

When the tense atmosphere cocled down, his atfention was
urned towards lhe renovation of his own degene-aled Muslim com;
nunity in India. He was put to shame when he saw the piliabldg
ronditions or his brethren. He knew that without impariing prope
sducation to the Muslims it was .not possible for them to overcomd
heir educational, social and political disabilities. So Ahmed Kha
Jecided to fight tooth and nail these evils of the Muslims and to bring
hem up as worthy citizens of India. He realised that the main defecly
»1 his community were the superstitious beliefs and the lack of prope
sducation. To ameliorate these shortcomings; he started two ‘madrasas’
e at Muradabad and another at Chazipur for teaching English
he Muslims., It was during this time that he made an interpretatio
>f the Holy Bible and published a book on Homeopa*hy.



In 1869 he undertook a journey to England and other European
‘countries. He made use of this opportunity to clear the misunder-
istandings the Englishmen had about Indian Muslims. In this connec-
‘tion he wrote several books and pamphlets on Prophet Muhamed
t and many of them were translated into English. He visited Queen
“thc:rm and several top-ranking statesmen of England. But what
1mpressed himmost in England were the educational methcds adopted
‘m the great universities of Oxford and Cambridge. In 1870 he
| returned to India with high hopes of starting a similar institution in
India. [t was his sincere labour in this direction which ultimately
'bore fruit with the establishment of the Aligarh Muslim University
i 1921,

- As soon as he returned from England his first task was to form a
' committee of some energetic philanthoropists for drawing out a plan
(1o establish an ideal English School which was one of his long
cherished ambitions in life. He was very conscious about the shoep-
‘inches from which the Muslims were suffering. So to educate the
i members of his community he started a magazine through which he
tried to instil in them the necessity and value of English education.
' His efforts resulted in the establishments of an English School at
' Aligarh in 1873 and it developed into a second grade college in 1878
' and a first grade college in 188l. This small seed sown by Sir Syed
| Ahmed Khan through his hard work germinated, grew and developed
into a full free, spreading its branches and affording shade and
Lshelter to thousands of our young men.

| Besides his educational and humanitarian activities he held an
Lenviable position in public life. | Since 1878 he was -a member of the
“Viceroy's« Exscutive Council and also a member of the Educational
| Qommlssmn appointed by Lord Ripon in 1882, As it was a transitional
| period for the infant institution he had started and as it had to pass
L through many ordeals and vicissitudes, his absence was keenly felt at
| Aligarh. After resigning from his high ofticial positions he rushed to
ﬁllgarh and brought back life to that deteriorating institution. Ere
long he was once again called to shoulder a more responsible position
“in'the Government in the capacity of a member of the Public Service
Commission in 1887. While he was in this office he fought for the
legitimate and inalienable rights of Indians in the public services.



The rest of his life was spent in the efforts to bring the rea
fruits of education and culture within the reach of the ordinary mem
bers of his community. He was one who belonged to that school
thought which ardently believed that the education of woman shoul
go hand in hand with the education of men. These revolutionar
ideas for the transformation of the social order of the Muslims wa
vehemently criticised by many who had been hitherto blind, fanatica
and orthodox. But Sir Syed had much faith in himself and wa
sincere to the ideals for which he stood. He was deaf and blind
the irrevelant and illogical arguments of his opponents and in spite o
all these storms and thtnders he withstood all of them and championed
the cause for which he stood. But he was not destined to enjoy the
full fruits of his sweet labours as he was snatched away from thi
world at the ripe age of 81 in 1898. According to his wish at the i
ot his death, his dead body was buried in the College Mosque. g’

His death shocked the Muslims of India and Indians in genera
as the Muslim community had lost a great friend, philosopher an
guide. But as a national monument for his achievements, the Aligar
Muslim University still stands among the premier universities of thy
country. His name has become almost synonymous with the Univer
sity. Hisname will ever be remambered by posterity as the chie
architect of that great institution—the Aligarh Muslim University.

»*

The best among you is he who possesses bast habits.  — Prophet Mohamed i

Whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also an
if any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have th
cloak also. - Jesus Christ ;

Hold equal pleasure and pain ; gain and loss ; victory and defeat: then gﬂ
thyself for the battle, thus shall thou not qather to thee guilt.
— Bhagavat Geef?ra 1

Return good for svil, for love begels love, hatred begais hatred — Budha | i

Happiness belongs to him who knows ha is one with the Universe, |
— Vi vekananda;

The world is a comedy to thass that lhink a trnqady to those that feel
: : — Horace Walgpole



Some thoughto on our

Cvdlageo and “Dillage Oudustries

M. €. K. Nambiar, B, Com,

r@keﬂé is no gainsaying the fact that in India, any development, if it
should be in the larger interests of the nation, must begin from the
village, the core of Indian life, the backbone of Indian economy. Most
of us realise it and the Government has recognised it. For, the
appostles of ‘socialistic pattern’ are never tired of speaking grandilo-
quently of the new life that is being kindled in the old bones of our
villages through the successful implementation of schemes like N. E. 5.
and the Community Development-Projects. They are proud of tight-
ing out the food problem on all fronts. But, the people sufier not so
much by the scarcity of the necessaries that should be purchased as
by the absence of purchasing power. We must have coinsin our
pockets before we can demand anything. No doubt, atter indepen-
dence India has achieved a good deal of progress, thanks largely to
the indefatigable industry of some of our leaders who earnestly hope
for a return to those past days of progress and prosperity. A few
crucial battles have already been fought and won in our war on
hunger that has beset most peoples of Asia. But, the problem ot
poverty, the problem of raising the standard of life of the people
remains unsolved, and the gquestion of providing employment to
millions of hands upsets the sober calculaticns of an Dpt1m1st

In the light of the above observations one may not be taken by
surprise if one goes round the villages of Malabar where people live
in abject poverty, disease and ignorance. They do not get sufficient
food to feed their stomachs, let alone the conveniences of a civilized
society, There you will find neither new life nor light. Though the
step-motherly treatment of the Madras Government partly explains
this gloomy picture of the villages of Malabar, the condition in general
is no better still. I am afraid, if our rural population is not made to
stand on their own feet by considerably raising their economic status,
all the money spent upon such costly enterprises as community centres
and Rural Education may easily go down the drains.

What, then, is responsible for bringing down ocur villages from
what were once described as self-sufficient economic -units to this



deplorable state of poverty which strikes at the root of all coneceptions
of a weliare state ?

That our centuary-old slavery under the imperialistic sway of
Britain contributed much towards the deterioration in the standard of
economic life is no new discovery. We were then exploited, and the
enviable growth of our national industry and agriculture was curbed
to the extreme. Our moral and spiritual values, too, suffered a lot.
Now it istime for usto rise from that national lethargy in which we
found ourselves in those days. Unless we improve the lot of the half-
ted and the half-naked sons and daughters of the soil, the unemployed
and the like, we will be heading for a disaster, the miserable exist-
ence of the rural population having degenerated into a state of
unprecedented consequences. This is not to deny the innumerable
hardships that come in the way of all-round progress on a national
scale. Far from it. QOurs is a vast country, having to support a large
population. Her problems are innumerable and complicated. There-
fore any attempt at improving the standards of life of the people and
solving the problem of unemployment must be heartily appreciated.
Indeed, the problem of unemployment is a big bee in the bonnet of
India, and that is why it has caused a greater alarm in the minds of
all sections of Indian intelligentzia.

For tinding employment for a large number of ever increasing
population provisions are being made in the Draft Second Five Year-
Plan, which is now in the offing. Mr. C. D. Deshmukh, the Finance
Minister for the Government of India, has estimated that the country
will have to find employment for about 24 millions persons to reach
the goal of full employment in a period of ten years——the limit set in
the ‘economic policy’ resolution of the Avadi Congress. On thig basis,
the employment target for Second Five Year Plan has bean {fixed at
12 million. To this end, decentralisation of industries and encourage-
ment to small-scale and village industries have been rightly envisaged
in the plan. As a matter of fact, small-scale industries require more
iabour than capital and provide more employment to the workers and
generate income among the poorer sections of the people. The hand-
loom and khadi industries, for example, which produce 1500 million
vards of cloth provide employment to 34 lakh workers as against the
large scale cotton textile industry which producez 5000 million yards
of cloth but employs only 6 lakh workers. Theretfore, to give proper



encouragement to small-scale and village industries would be in
direct agreement with the declared policy of the Avadi resolution
which shows that the policy. of the ruling party, which, it seems, is
wedded to the principle of equality in everything is directed towards
raising standards of life, among lower orders of the population.

Thers is in India a section of people who doubt the importance
of small scale and cottage industries and who believe that these
industries are an anachronism, nothing but a hindrance in the way ol
all-out industrialisation. * The protagonists of such a view are fed up
with the slow pace of progress of industrialisation and would like to
accelerate it so much that they tend to forget the peculiar and parti-
cularised history and position of cottage industries in our country.”

As often happens, here also it is a guestion of cutting the nose to
spite the iace.

The rural population in India depends mainly on agriculture
which, as everybody knows, provides employment only during certain
parts of the year. According to Dr. P. J. Thomas, “As a general rule,
single crop cultivators have five months of leisure and double crop
cultivators have little or no work on land for three months in the year
at a strefch”, not to speak of a large number of landless unemployed.
This state of chronic unemployment and under-employment bears
clear testimony to the low standard of life in India. Therefore, to
relieve the increasing presure on land and to save the agriculturists
trom this sordid phenomenon of underemployment subsidiary village
industries should be planned and developed on a large scale.

At present the defects from which small-scale industry suffers
are surprisingly numerous. The tools used and the technique adopted
In many cases are crude, outmoded and unscientific. The financing
of these industries is often in the hands of twentieth century Shylocks
who, more often than not, rob the poor village craftsmen of the fruits
of their labour. The day when the craftsmen and the village industries
will be saved from the clutches of these usurious middlemen will
surely mark the happy dawn of a new area in the development of
these industries. Also necessary is the reorientation oif the cottage
industries in the light of modern developments and an assured supply

of raw materials, besides an organisation for the marketing of these
products on a national scale.



We have seen that small-scale industries have large employ-
ment potential. The increasing use of electricity in industrialisation -
has incidentally brought to the forefront the need for and the advant-
ages 'to be derived from the decentralisation of industry. Such
dispersal of industry would invariably create conditions where middle
class young men having business incentive could take up entre-
preneurial functions in running small independent business units.
This would relieve to a large extent the pressure on employment in
(zovernment oftices with a consequent reduction of numbers in the
Employment Exchanges(which are now mere unemployment exchanges!)
for registration. While the national Government is taking active
steps {o achieve these objectives certain vested interests in our
country are naturally disturbed. Surprisingly enough, their voice is
heard even in the Central Cabinet! The reported controversy over
the large scale use of Ambar Charka is a case in point. As thisis a
matter of supreme importance to the welfare of the people the
Government should categorically state their policy and make it clear
to everybody that they would stand no nonsense in what is really a
matter ot life and death to the nation. And it would be with a great
deal of interest and sympathy that those who really wish for the pro-
gress of India as a whole, will be watching the efforts of the state and
the people to raise the standard of life of rural centres where more
than eigh!y per cent of the population of our country lives.

*

Thera is. no great no amall

To the soul that maketh all;

And where it cometh all things are

And it cometh every wheare. — Fmerson —

Have a heart that never hardens, a temper that never tires, and a touch
that never hurts, _ ~— Anon —-

Kind hearts are the gardens,
Kind thoughts are the roots,
Kind worde are the flowers :
" Kind deeds are the fruits. — Anenymous —

. Look into 'th}; 6 #n-'c'l'ajr' for fire that is lacking
- That light of ancther is not worth striving for, — Mohamed Igbal —



CThe need for Developing
“Dackaging Technique in Ondia.

T. P. Nambissan, B. A. (Senior B. Com, (lass,)

\@acéaging of finished goods is an important factor in any
industry. By packaging consumers are benefited by receiving thef
goods in usable condition. But the cost of packaging should no#
increase the cost of the finished goods much. Therefore the packagek
should be economical and such as to withstand the vagaries of climate
and time. Packages also should protect the goods from perishing
during transport.

There is a false notion among some producers that by wrappingg
the goods in some good paper and sticking an attractive lable upon ii§
they can increase their -sale. This is not true. They can cheat thef§
consumers only once. When the consumers find the goods in unus
able conditions they won't buy them afterwards. The problem of
packaging is receiving much attention in western countries. Thers
almost all the goods are sold in packages. Much attention is paid inf§
packing food-stuffs where hygienic distribution is of much importance§
In some western countries packaging industry in itsell is a large
industry with large turn over. |

In India producers and consumers are not paying much attention§
to packaging. Even though some articles like cigarettes and biscuilg
are packed almost all sweets and food-stuffs are sold loose. They ars
not usually in hygienic condition. Some processed food-stuffs liks
‘Dalda’ are sold in tin containers. But due to inadequate method of
packaging they deteriorate soon. In India packaging is done mostly
to facilitate transport of goods., Even from this point of view the
packing is inadequate in that, owing to transport hazards and climatic
conditions the goods undergo detericration during transit,

It fragiles articles like glasses are packed without adeguate
cushioning they will receive severe sheck during transi tand they will
be unfit for use. Climatic conditions su;ch as humidity and tempera
ture might also affect the nature and quantity of the packaged
commodity. Humidity will make the metallic parts rusty and this will
deteriorate the commodity. So to protect these goods from the
vagaries of nature packing should be done carefully. Sometimes thg
commodities are not sold when they reach a godown or shop. They
will lie there for days or months together and this will sometimes maka



the goods: useless.  So packaging: should be done in such a manner
that the goods are usable till they are finally sold to the consumer.

We should also take much care in selecting the materials for
packing food-stuffs. The prevention of contamination with metals,
bacteria or fungi by the packaging material is a very important factor
tobe kept in mind in this connection. ‘Briefly for adequate packing
the following points should be borne in mind:—(1) prevention of break-
age or spillage during transit or handling (2) prevention of rushing of
metal parts or metal containers with consequent damage, prevention
of articles from deteriorating due to climatic conditions and (3) the
compatibility of the packaging material with the contents.

In the West much developments have been made in the packing
materials. For packing foodstuffs tin cans, glass bottles and earthen
jars are used. Glass bottles are used because of their transparent
quality. Afterwards paper also began to be used as a packaging
material. These three are the widely used packaging materials in
the West. Researches are also made to improve the qualities of these
materials. Now bottles capable of withstanding thermal changes and
a variety of papers like glassine, waxed paper etc. have been deve-
loped. Tin foils are also used for packaging purpose. Since tin foils
are costly and inert they are now substituted by Aluminium foils in-
packaging industry. Very thin aluminium foils both as such or in
combination with paper, films etc. are now used. In England 25 per
cent of the Aluminium produced is consumed by packaging industries.

Extensive research in western countries has led to the develop-
ment of packaging materials, like cellulose films and cellulose acetats.
Another important development in this matter is the production of
cellophane. This is transparent and flexible. The invention of plaslic
has also advanced the packaging industry. Now plastic containers
and bottles are being produced in western countries Thus there are
a variety of packaging materials. They are used as such or in
combination.

In India packaging is done in jute sacks for bulk articles, lea
chests for tea and such things, tin containers for food-stuifs and
glasses. One of the disadvantages of packing in jute-sacks is that it
cannol withstand the climatic conditions. Now researches are being
made to improve the quality of the jute sacks. Although there are
some factories producing tin cans in India they cannot meet the
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requirements. Likewise the glass industry is also defective. The
botiles and containers produced in these factories have no uniformity
and their dimensions vary. They are having no strength also The
Tea chest industry is a developed industry in India. But this forms
only a part of the total requirements for packaging materials.

Paper can be used in a variety of forms for packaging. How-
ever only a few variety is used in India. Paper sacks for holding
bulk articles are unknown to India.” The paper boards used for car-
toons are not strong snough. Now in India a factory has been started
to produce cellulose iilm. But the cellulose produced here is not
moisture proof. This material has numerous uses in packaging. For
comparatively a small industry like confectionery about 500 tons of
moisture proof variety is required annually.

While the above applies to food and food processing industries
it is hardly possible to estimate the vast packaging requirements of
the other industries which are rapidly developing in India. Crores of
rupees worth goods are produced annually and in the absence of
adequate packaging materials there will be much wastage and
damage. This will increase the cost of goods and ultimately the pro-
ducer, the consumer and the country are affected badly. The cutlook
of the tinished goods that are exported to foreign countries also should
be improved by better packaging. -

With the development of packaging in India attention will have
to be paid to the manufacture of packing machineries also. In Western
countries machines are making and filling hundreds of packages in an
hour. 5o it isnecessary to design machineries suited to Indian condi-
tion. Since the last war packaging as an important problem has been
receiving the attention of the authorities. The importance of food
packaging has been stressed by various food industries planning
panels, national laboratories like. The Central Glass and Ceramics
Research Institute and The Research Laboratories of the Indian Jute
Mills Association, Calcutta The Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun
and others are also conducting research in their particular field,

Adequate packaging is a means to an end and an important
means too. In this every one, the producer, consumer and the research
institutes have a large part to play. Indeed, the packaging of finished
goods is considered everywhere to be a measure of the progress and
prosperity of a nation.



CThe Problem of “Unemployment—

V. Hartharan, III—B. Com,

@[nemplﬂqmené in whichever part of the world it exists, is an
economic loss and a political danger. It is a colossal waste and a
continuous depreciation of human life. It brings in its wake poverty
and frustration which destroy the fabric of human relationships and
morality.

Many countries of the world are facing this problem but the
situation is more acute in India with her already low standard of
living and huge population. No reliable statistics are available to
give us a true picture of the unemployment situation in the country
but there is no gainsaying the fact that a very large percentage of
India’'s population is either under-employed or unemployed.

But it has not always been so. Mainly the problem is the crea-
tion of the machine age. It did not exist in our country in the earlier
ages. The Indian village was more or less a self-sufficient unit of our
national economy which was based on agriculture and handicratts.
Ancestral callings absorbed all available man-power; and the joint
family system was a crude form of unemployment insurance. The
advent of the machine age was a major economic revolution. The
new methods of mass production killed many handicrafts and threw a
host of artisans and craitsmen out of employment. The many became
dependent on and subervient to the will and pleasure of the few who
had the capital to set up factories. Unemployment thus raised its head
for the first time.

Many other causes have since contributed to aggravate the
malady. A defective system of education, unchecked growth of popu-
lation, neglect of cottage industries, periods of economics depression
following the world wars—are some of the factors which have helped
to increase the number of the unemployed in India.

The young men yearly passing out of our schools, colleges and
universities are generally ill-equipped to enter life. A microscopic per
centage manages to enter the services but the rest are left to shift for
themselves. Paradoxically the most serious handicap they come up
against is the education they acquire after years of hard labour and
at considerable expense to their parents. Being supported by their
‘parents in their educational careers, when they abruptly tace the pro-



blem of wresting a living from a highly competitive world, they find
themselves completely at sea. The reason is that their education has
been too academic. It has not prepared them for life in the real sense.
Their glorious dreams of a happy tuture find a miserable grave or
litelong frustration.

- The government cannot escape a large share of the blame in
this matter. No proper guidance is given to the students in the
selection of their courses of study. Facilities for technical and profes-
sional education are few. Professional guidance bureau could be
much more useful than the make-believe of unemployment exchanges,

The second big factor which has increased unemployment is the
neglect of cottage industries which were once the pride of India and
spread her fame far and wide. India is rich in raw materials and
man power but lack of encouragement makes everything dull, drab
and monotonous. At present we depend upon foreign countries tor
many articles. All these things can be surely manufactured here
it the requisite know—how is made available to Indian youth.

Though India is rich in man power reasources, she is also the
poorer forit. Such a huge population is a burden on her under-
developed resources and economy; the move to popularize family
planning is therefore a move in the right direction. But the unem-
ployed are more than a burden. They are a drag on the resources of
the ‘country. The discontent and frustration in their hearts and minds
is @ very potential source of danger. It may find an outlet in crime and
lawlessness. Unemployment is, therefore, a problem which demands
urgent attention.

The numerous development schemes, the community projecis,
and the five year plan at present being executed and implemented
in our country hold out a promise of better future. The development
of industries and provision of facilities for technical education can go
a long way in solving the problem of unemployment. The habit of
self-help must also be inculcated in the youngmen of to-day who are
going to be the future leaders of the couniry.

*

To see a world in a grain of sand . Hold infinity in the palm of your hand
And heaven in a wild flower, . And eternity in an hour.
. . - — William Blake —




The Theory o} General educaﬁono |

K. A. Jaleel, M. A,

A new shift in education.

649 University Commission under the chairmanship of Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan has made in impassioned plea for the introduction
of 'general education' in the Universities and schools of India. In
its report, the commission has recommended that both Universities
and schools should immediately begin the study of the theary and
practice of general education and that literatu~e for such courses
should be developed with a view to achieve the total personal growth
of the individual and to enable the student “to realize the richness
and eftectiveness of his life in all its aspects.” |

The University commission is only echoing a doctrine which
educationists all over the world are expounding. In most of the
Universities of the New World, experiments are being conducted in
what is called ‘General education.”” The expression itself is American
and indicates a new phase in the American system of education.
However, general education is not an entirely new thing. It is really
liberal education in a new apparel. It expresses a reaction against
narrow specialization, the bane of contemporary university education.

The impact of the Wars on Universities.

It is interesting to trace how specilization assumed an ominous
role in the Universities. The first World War left a deep impression
on the Western countries about the necessity of training a large body
of scientists and technologists. In the Universities of America where
scientific and technelegical studies had already made great advance,
the war gave a new impetus. The result was a comparative neglect
of humanistic studies and the excessive development of the faculties
of science and technology, more or less on the model of the German
Universities. Indeed American Universities very soon became the
refuge of armies of specialists engaged in research in ever.na rrowing
tields. The Colleges also allowed complete liberty of choice of
subjects to the students, Often the subjects bore no relation to on¢

another. There was thus no guarantee that the student received a
balanced education.



dsioo: Even the British Universities, despite their hallowed traditions
pgoted in classical learning, were swept off their feet by the current
Beaze for specialization. The ancient universities of Oxford and
f@Cﬂmbridge__ were deeply alfected by the wars. Take for example,
feombridge. With its long record of achievement in the natural
8cisnees, Cambridge found itself taking on every sort of war-time
projest that the Government and industry wanted. Peace brought no
aligf . The atom and the cold war made even heavier demand on
gntrhc and techmcal research. New shiny laboratorles with

'B‘ﬁl}pwed city. Most of them cared a ot for the traditions and character
ghithe University, We are told that of the ten departments founded
nfterthe war, seven are scientific. Now the authorities of the univer-
sifias,are anxious to stop further additions to its scientific staff, want to

mlresearch and to restore and preserve its residential character,
ﬁ;" pg.science and technology to others.

The situation in India.

r* 't “In India, however, we have not gone far enough in the direction

Ef“technelogy and applied science. Therefore there is yet no fear of

5%r~3p301al1zahon Cur Universities have a great deal more to

iahce inthe fields of science and technology for developing our

%ﬁhtry g resources and our industries. Yet the absence of balance

?an be seen in the pre-mature specialization allowed both at the

Intermediate stage and the first Degree stage.

'? _... It is a good thing, theretore, to learn irom the experience of the
njiyarsmes of Europe and America and to realize in good time the
eed for maintaining a proper balance in the curricula of our Univer-

.‘%ﬁfgs We are now reorganizing our University courses and secondary
b B upahon and it is therefore the most appropriate time to introduce
3;3..l- prmmplea of general education in our courses of study. Therelore
ithe recommendalions of the Radhakrishnan Commission in this regard

."flmely and most welcome.

[ .Its philosophy.

Menieo Jt is hard however to define what general education is. The
@dpcept has been interpreted in different ways by different Univer—
eitidsiand committees. Nevertheless, there is an area of agreement,
$fis Hhmost universally admitied that general education courses must




span the areas of knowledge covered by the humanities, the socialf
sciences and the natural sciences. They deal with man's relation to
himself as a human being, the society in which he lives and moves and
the world of nature, animate and inanimate, surrounding him.

Here is the reasoning behind such a conception. The aim off
education should be to develop the full personality of the individual,
making him an eifective instrument in the progress of the world. To:
achieve this purpose the individual must know, firstly, his own nature,
his emotional, mental and spiritual make-up and the ideals and
aspirations of men and women who have contributed to the world's
spiritual and intellectual heritage. Secondly, he must know something
about the rise and growth and decay of human institutions, the |
different cultures of the world, the social, economic and political§
conditions of his own society and of his fellow beings in other parts of
the earth. Thirdly he must know the physical and biological sciences
from which he can gain an insight into the constitution and ordering
of the Universe around him.

The Report of the Harvard University committee, published in
1952 unden the title “"General Education in a Free Sociely’”’, lays stress
on the fact that general education deals with 'that part of the student's
whole education which loocks first of all to his life as a responsible
human being and citizen”, as opposed to that part which deals with
his competence in some cccupation.

Problems of Organizations.

The available knowledge in the three areas indicated above is
exceedingly vast and is ever growing in volume. The question is how
much oi this knowledge is to be imparted during the student’s career
in the school and collegse. The programme must necessarily vary and
undergo frequent modifications both in content and method of
instruction.

The content of the courses, to be drawn from the three spheres
will vary according to the guiding principle of selection. It is possible
to be satistied with giving mere survey courses in an elementary
manner. A more ambitious programme will be to give an integraled
course. This will enable the student to see the relationship and the
interdependence between the three arsas of knowledge . and to
recognize the underlying unity of all knowledge. It will naturally be



@itticult to find teachers who can dojustice to such integrated courses,
;'li rgcholarship is now found only in men who have pursued it in narrow
fislds.

R
D

B  The American Universities are conducting all kinds of experi-
“ments in the organization of these courses. The Harward Committee
“recommends three elementary and three advanced courses in general

édiication for the undergraduates. St. John's College of Annapolis
“H¥8 been working out a unique scheme known as the “Great books”
55ramme. In the nature of things, it is impossible to say the last
i 3rd on the subject.
i, The Indian Approach.

7. . The Universities in India are also exploring the possibilities of
. @mtroducing the principles of general education in their curricula.
#he Annamalai University came out with a notable experiment of a
»ene year course in general education. The Pre-University Course of
:the Madras and other universities is being organized on the basis of
-¢hie theory of general education. The course provides for the study of
éf}twu. languages, two arts subjects and two science subjects. The
\#pecialization in humanities or sciences, so far allowed at the Inter-
-aediate stage, is now discarded.
B Ina way the same balancing of the sciences and humanities is
proposed by the Madras University for the first degree also. The

%mépiaﬂsing the quantum of literature to be studied. A complementary
sgroup of three minor subjects is incorporated into the programme for
ﬁ.. g first degree, i. e. minor subjects from the arts for those who
Boecialize in science and from the sciences for those who specialize

|t SR

Wi arts. It will be in keeping with the spirit of these welcome changes,
,the B. Com degree is also reconstituted in the same manner as
e B. Sc. is remodelled. Thus the first degree programmes will pro-
de both for “concentration and for distribution,” and meet the ends
Bpih of general education and special education. Intense specializa-

1, will be possible cnly at the post-graduate level,

s Qs .Methods of Instruction.

0 Much more important than the content of the course is the
thethod of instruction, especially so in the case of general education.
im e the attempt is not to load the mind with tacts, but tc develop a

& 10



new adtithdgsansidemper of the mind. - As Chicago’'s Dr.. Clarens Hi
Faush saps: Hbgestudents are “taught to think for themselves. rathen
than provided with a mass of information on a host of subjects or wit :
a %?ﬁ;&’f general truths”. (ldea and Practice of (General Education),
. plpose  is not to teach stydents what to think, but how ta think
'jnﬂahsfactcry methods of instruclion will make the course innocuoug
and possibly harmful, The system of lecturers followed in Indian
Umversatles at present, is 1nade.quate for the purpose of general ed 1
cation or for that matter, for any form of. real education. Much of the
indiscipline and apathy of the students are dus to the wearlsoma an
urisatisfactory methods of instructich and madequate eqmpment in
our educational institutions. Unless these ¥sfedt® are rémeédied, our
‘educational standards will'mevérimprove. - At present knowledge is &
gort of inconvenient load upon the 'mind- which the student as it weref
gets rid of through thé examiniation thefslse god + of our educationsi
gystem., He leavesihs iniversityoideaeh in thei'same condition ‘as ha
entered it, and is aptas readily-to sink’ into the mob ‘as‘before.”” Thé
very purpose of gensral edusation is to develop -a newtempsr of the
mind and it is thercfors imperative that more satisfactory methods of
instruction dnd study are introduced in cur umversltres w;thaut furth e
de]ay PR L I . 5l

A ﬁcs{rel* fﬁ’étﬁgﬂd[%vhmb c;mrns bur ‘consideration is the methoc
_'Df d:scusmop YRR At iﬁca weare Tbl(fl some universities have eved
banned lecturbs &ltd eth Im{Wﬁ ife’ Th ‘most “universities lectures are
‘amply supplemented b'jr t:l1scussions "The instructors ‘glve substantia
assighrints for reading and’ the’ b‘ttidants are'teft totheir uwn initid
tive. At the’ d‘lscLISsmns they are asked seat‘[éhmg questicns. Thetd
ford thers ¢ Ay guéstign of ctamming up, onhe’ of the p,lt:lable methodd
employed by ol stiideénts to facs the terror ‘of ah all—important find]
examination. At the discusﬂon every student thrqws himgel into eve :
aspect of ths subjec;t with exciting mte est, Discussions develop also hif
power of expression and gkilt in argument The ‘method is infinitel
supérior to the lecture-method, becatse the studeﬁt‘feeis 80 splendidiy
the excitement of pursuing knowledge. At the lécture the stiident - 4
a passive listener at best, at the discussiom e fs:d achive patticipant
A lecturer.can only transmit knowledgs; at the discussion knowledge i
discovered and established. - If knowledgs is to be power, it must-b
attained as a result of earnest endeavour,—of enguiry, discovery am




communication. The method of discussion provides for all these three
aspecis.

It is therefore high time that we give due place to discussion in
our Universities. The new method of study should be introduced
simultaneously with the inlroduction of general education courses. It
will be a sound policy if the number of lectures are cut down to a
minimum and a series of discussion classes are arranged for every
subject for small groups of fifteen sludents, each, with an instrucior as
supervisor. This is possible only if the teacher—student ratio is raised
at least to 1:10 and very generous library facililies are made avail-
able. But it is a reform without which it is next to impossible to raise
the tone of the educational endeavour in India at the University level.

The need for balance.

If the importance of general education is emphasized, it is not
out of contempt or disqust for lechnology and applied science, Tech-
nology is important and no one can deny it in this atomic age. Let us
theretfore have enough of technology and applied science and enough
of specializalion in our universities. Bul let us also not ignore the im-
portance of human values. The report of the Radhakrishnan Commi-
sgion expresses it most eloguently: “If we wish to bring about a
savage upheaval in our society, a Rakshasaraja, all that we need do
is to give vocational and technical education and starve the spirit.
We will have a number of scientists without conscience and techni--
cians without taste, who find a void within themselves, a moral vacum
and a desperate nead lo substitute something, anvything, for their lost
endeavour and purpose. Society will Then get what it deserves. If
we claim to be civilized, we must develop thought for the poor and
the suffering, chivalrous regard and respect for women, faith in human
brotherhood regardless of race or colour, nation or religion, love of
peace and ireedom, abhorence ol cruelty and ceaseless devotion to
the claims of justice.” Now India claims to be such a civilized demo--
cracy and hence we cannot afford to ignore the call for effective
'general education in our universities.

*

1. And whose doeth good an atem’s weight will see it then, ‘and whoso doeth ill
an atom's weight will see it then,
' — Holy Quran —
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