Agrarian Dolicy of Doslam.

T. Abdulla, M. 4., LL. B.

HSLAM 18 not only concerned with the metaphysical but also with

the materialistic espects of man. It has an economie polioy of its own
which comprehends all the good qualities of socialistic as well as
capitalistic systems of economy. Agronomy is but one branch of
economics and as such, like any other sytem of economy Islamic system
also has a distinct agrarinn economy.
o Islam declares:— “Tio! the earth is Allah’s” (Q. 7:128) and
“He it is who created for you all that is in the earth” {Q. 2 : 29) These two
Quranic verses prove that the ownership of land belongs to noue except
God. No sooner did Mohammed, the Prophet establish an Islamic kingdom
than he announced: *All waste lands belong to God and his Prophet and
any person who intends to cultivate land could possess it from ma”.
Words of the Prophet are considered to be explanations of the verses in
Quran and in this context they mean that lands belong to God and the
existing government and any body who cultivates the same could acquire
a permanent right to it. This shows that Islam does not allow any
intermediary like our Janmi between the government and the cultivator.
The cultivator becomes the absolute owner of the land he cultivates. He
loses hie ownership only if he fails to cultivate the same for three
congecutive years.

Islam prevents an indiscrirninate distribution of lard. It requires

land to be distributed only to those who would cultivate it properly. If
any body leaves his lands uncultivated for three successive years, he
forfeits his right to the lands and they shall automatically vest with the
government (Kithabul Kharaj—77.,
-~ . When Prophet entered into an agreement with Ukaidir who was the
chief-of Doomathul Janathal, a place near Damascus, he compelled the
chief to distribute the vast tracts of uncultivated lands he possessed to the
land-less population of the place (Kithabul Amval—195),

Aboobaker, the first Caliph of Islam was g strong administrator,
though he was mild in behaviour. He said thus: “The weak among you
__8ball be strong in my eyes till I have vindicated his just rights and the
sweopgamong you shall be weak in my eyes till T have made him fulfill the
obligations due from him”.



Again during the regime of Umar, the Grreat, he confiscated all the
lands that were lying uncultivated. For instance, when Umar knew thas
Bilal was not cultivating a portion of the land donated to him by the
Prophet, he gave orders to Bilal to pass it over to the government. Bilal
refused to do 8o on the plea that those lands were donated to him by the
Prophet. But Umar tock it by force and distributed it among the landless.
(Kithabul Kharaj—294). Soon after this incident Umar declored thus:
“If anybody gives life to_the dead earth [enltivates) he acquires thereby a
right to it"—(Kithabul Amval—290).

Another point which Islam stressed in the case of distribution of
land was that the best lands should not concentrate in the hands of a few.
Care was taken to see that even the generations yes to be born should have
a right to the lands. Thus when the Muslims captured Irag in a battle
against the Persians, Umar on consultation with others decided to allow
the fertile lands there to vest with the government because, if they were
distributed to therm, the future generation would be bereft of their benefits
(Kithabal Awmval—61),

There are innumerable such examples to be cited to show the just
and equitable distribution of lands in Islam but pressure on space prevents
me to do so.

In the case of properties which are of a public nature, Islam lays down
that they conld not be possessed by any private individual. They are
considered to be public properties. The Prophet once declared: “None
except Allab and his Prophet could claim ownership to pastures”. The
sayne rule applies to oceans, rivers ete.

Tuastly, Islam does not allow lands to be leased out. When the Prophet
established Islamic government at Madina, he abolished the system of
leasing out properties. He said: “If any body has land, let him oultivate
it, 1f not, let him donato it to his brethren” (Bokharil. But if Any one
becormes in-capable of proceeding with the cultivation of land after
effecting certain improvements on it, Islam does not prevent him from
sharing a portion of the yield, on being leased out to another. What Islam

ingists In this case is that the share he enjoys must be proportionate to
the expenses incurred by him,

*

B

-(-Engﬁsh version of an extract taken from “The Distribution of wealth in Islam’
(Malayalam ) by C. N, Ahmned Moulari.)
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Cnglish in Vew India.

M. 4. Imbichy, Senior Intermediate.

nF the English mediom of instruction can produce men like
Sir C. V. Raman and Dr. 8. Radhakrishnan, why shall not it be good
enough for the present generation also?” M. K. Vellodi,

That English has taken the first rank as the language of inter-
national communication is a fact. No other language possesses 8o large
a number of books iu the fields of science, literature etec. In the fields of
human thought, ¥nglish has made so great a contribution that other
languages caunot surpass it. Noted scholars in the world spent their time
and energy for the development of Knglish with the result that English
bas come to occupy a supreme place both in respect of volume and
strength.

We must be thankful to the English for they eaused to strengthen
our political consciousness through the medium of their langnage. The
doors of Inia were thrown open to the influeuce of world forees and
thoughts through Hnglish which was foreed on her. 'Though it led to
certain unhealthy consequences they were nothing when compared to the
advantages that the language has hestowed on us. After India got freedom,
unfortunately, the high rank given to English has been abolished. But
still it bas to play a very important part, till our lingua franca is
developed to such an extent as to take the place of Epglish for higher
Btudies. Assuch it is an unwise act to neglect it. Total abolition of
English will seriously tell upon our culture and contact with outsiders.
English gave us the power to look around the world. It helped us to
develop a common culsure for our peoples, speaking various janguages, and
epabled us to weld ourselves into a npation. It also helped to rouse
political consciousness througheut India and to spread her cultare.

How did India make use of the opportunity to raise her position
and dignity through Iinglish? Swami Vivekananda, the patriot-saint of
modern Indis, was able to rouse the whole world by his clarion call through
the mediam of English. Gandhiji, Tagore and others have been able to
follow the same course in their own ways. But for the medium they



adopted their noble ideas would not have captured the ear of the present
world, Living as we are in the modern seientific era which has linked the
whole world as one family, the supreme position of such a world langange
as English cannot be ignored at all. Jawaharlal Nchru conld earn the
reputation of being a world statesman becanse he wielded Knglish with
ease and precision.

In this connection, Gandhiji’s answer to a querist deserves mention.
“I do not desire the tots! abolition of English but if you will think in
tertas of the millions of each province, you will find that for them English
can never be the mediam of instruction. Hindi should be the language of
inter-communication between provinces and “English should be the
language of inter-comnmunication between India and the World”. This
illustrates very well how necessary that language is for India at present.

Recently, a tendency is clearly seen to lower the importance of
English and to do away with it. Such a view will not be worth holding
since it 18 tantamount to bringing ruin to our interests and inviting
disastrous consequences for ourselves.

1f the study of English is killed in our country with an utmoss
indecent haste, the work of a century, perhaps on the wholec good rather

than bad, will be undone in o few years and this will seriously affect the
quality of education,



Dgbal's Conception of Ged.

Syed Malideen Shal, M, A.,

SIR Muobammad Igbal, a master-mind interpreted Islam to the
modern world. The central idea of Islam is the belief in God and Prophet
Muhammad made this clear to mankind through the Quran. “The Holy
Qnran claims to be the greatest spiritual force which is ultimately destined
to bring the whole of humnanity to perfection”, In the words of the Quran
Allah 15 “the Nourisher of the Waorlds to perfection™. Igbal’s coneeption
of God 1s briefly desceribed below: It had three stages.

During the first period {1501 to 1¢08) Igbal spoke of God as Eternal
heauty who brings into existence all movements of things—Force in
physical objects, growth in plants, instinets in beasts and will in man, are
mere {orms of this attraction, this love for God. Eternal Beauty is, there-
fore, the soarce, the essence and the ideal of everything. God is universal
and all-inclusive like an Ocean and the individunal is like a drop. Again,
God is like the Sun, and the individoal is like a candie and the candle
ceases to burn in the presence of the Sun. Like a bubble or a spark, life
1s transitory-nay, the whole of existence is transitory. This platonie
conception, as interpreted by Plotinus, adopted by the early Muslim
Heholastics and adapted to pantheism by the pantheistic mystics, came
‘down to Igbal as along tradition in Persian and Urdu poetry and was
supplemented by his study of the English Romantic pocts.

Duoring the second period (1908 tc 19201 God is ultimate Reality, is
»dhe Absolate self, the Bupreme Ego. Ile is uo- longer to be conceived as
rifdernal Beauty-as block Reality. God is now regarded as Eternal will and
pegudy. is reduced to the position of an attribute of His, an attribute which
oovers;now both the aesthetic value and the moral value. Instead of God’s
beauty,: His unity is now emphasised. Beliel in unity is shown to have
high pragmatic value, for it gives unity of purpose and strength to
cindividuals, nations, and mankind asa whole, enhances power, creates
i,gvg:r-iucreasihg_ desires, hepes and aspirations, and removes all cowardice

and all fear of the other-than-God. Rumi is adopted by Igbal as a spiritual
leader not only because he is an akin spirit, speaking the same tongue and

sharing with him a mystic philosopby, a postic genius, an intense religious
temper, a firm belief in Grod and a deep love of the Arabian Prophet,



The third period (1920—1938) is one of maturity as the second
period was one of growth. God is “Reality as a whole” and Reality ag 2
whole is essentially spiritual-—spiritnal in the sense of being an individual
and an ego. He is to he regarded as an ego, because, like the human self,
He 18 “an organising principle of unity, a synthesis which holds together
and focalises the dispensing disposition of His living organism for a
constructive purpose”. Ha is an ego because He responds to our reflection
and our prayer: for “the real test of a self is whether it responds to the call
of another self.” Btrictly speaking, He is not an ego, but the Absolute Ego.

He 18 Absolute becanse He is all —-inclusive and therc is nothing outside
Ilim,

Iqbal had a mystic strain in his soul and his mysticism lay in
saying “yes” to life. e preached not the negation of desire but the
intensification, giorification and divination of desire. Instead of urging

people to seek God he urges them to seek their own true selves because, as
he has put if, “God too is searching for man”.

*

(Great workers and great thinkers are the true makers of history,
which is but continuous humanity influenced by men of character—by
great leaders, kings, priests, philosophers, statesmen, and patriots —the
true aristocracy of man, Indeed Mr. Carlyle has broadly stated that
universal history is, at bottom, but the history of great men. They
certainly inark and designate the epochs of national life. Their influence
ia active as well as reactive. Though sheir mind is, in a measure, the
product of their age, the public mind is also, to a great extent, their
creation. Their individual action identifizs the cause—the institution.
They think great thoughts, cast them abroad, and the thoughts make
events. Thus the early Reformers initiated the Reformation, and with it
the liberation of modern thought. Emerson has said that every institution
is to be regarded as but the lengthened shadow of some great man—aas
Islamism of Mahomes, Puritanism of Calvin, Jesuitisin of Loyola,
Quakerism of Fox, Methodism of Wesley, Abolitionism of Clarkson.

Samuel Smiles.
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Nuslim Rule in Ondia.

~{{,-T--; : - A. V. Moideenkuity, Senior Imtermediate.

ET is a faet that the history of a country is the opinion of the
historians of that country, The history of a nation is a valnable wealth
which the country can be proud of. Unfortunately it is not the case with
India. Indian people did not take interest in recordiog events of their
histary, On the other hand, when the British came to India, they tried to
record Indian history. Their intention was to remain in India a8 long as
posgible. They thought that it was one of the best ways to record Indian
history in their favour. So they deew great men aund great events in black
letters. They divided Indian people into Muslims and Hindus and
created ainong them hatred and jealousy, so that they would never live
happily. They deseribed Aurengszeb, Alengeer, Tippu and other great
men as bigots, Hven now, Indian students are taught this history. The

result is that they hate the great men of India and admire Clive and
Warren Hastings who were not friendly towards India and her people.

But fortunately, after the dawn of our independence the condition
has changed. Pcople want to know now what are true and what are false.
8o they understand the necessity of rewriting Indian history. A greab
historian, Prof. B. N. Sen remarks that it is necessary that Indian history
should be rewritten, describing all the trae and hearty things in their own
way.

d In 712 A. C. Mohamed-ibn-Kasim conquered Sind. It was a land-
mark in Indian History. He was the inaugurator of a new era in India.
‘The Munslim rule lasted for about one thousand years in India. The

results of tho rule were beyond deseription. The services of Muslim rulers
“fo'India were innumberable and varied.

The changes that Muslim rule brought in India were numercus. A

‘dsholar and a bistorian Sri M. N. Roy writes that the influence of Islam
élﬁrough the Muslim rule on Hindu religion was great. A new life was
odWéwn to Hindus. It is ont of this influence that great religions reformers
ke Kabir, Tulasidds, Nanak and Chaithania were born. Sri Ram Sharma
tertiarks in bis “Mughal Government and Administration ” that “the rule
“of Muslim Ewmperors was satisfactory. The subjects wera qmte happy.
" Their Jusbme and laws were worid famons.”

It is truly remarked that there is a great share for Muslims in the
}buildmﬂ of Modern India. The name of ‘Hindustan’ itself is the

Ontrlbuhlon of Muslims. During the Muslim rule Hindug and Muslims
sRyeretreated as brothers. They tried their best for the progress of India

iapathibiit considering religion or race,
- 3



Unfortunately almost all Muslim rulers were misunderstood. They
were described as bigots. One of the causes of the hatred was that they
were considered as foreigners, They came to Indis to attack and take
away the property of India. But itis only a misunderstanding, Mohamed
Gazni, Mohamed Ghori and Kathabuddin Ibeck —were foreigners. TLike-
wise some other rulers and among the Mughal kings, Baber and Humayun
were foreigners. But when they came to India even they considered India
as their ruotherland and served India. All the other Muslim rulers were
pure Indiaps. They were born and brought up in India. It is NEecessary
to remove such misanderstandings.

Another misunderstanding is that the Muoslim  rolers  were
propagandists of their relivion. Their: idea was to convert Hinduns and
others to Islam. But trath reveals that this is also the result of iznorance
and lack of oritica) power. It isa fact that the Muslim rulers treated
Hinduos and Muslims alike. They worked for the progress and prosperity
of Indian people withount any distiuction. When they came to
india they never failed to give Hindns complete freedom. They never
interfered in their religious matters, Sri Ram Sharma writes:— “They
(Muslim rulers) never claimed the right to define the religions belief of

their people, Hindu or Muslim. Hindus and Muslims were favoured and
punished alike™

Mughal Government and Administration.

Another great historian Prof. (thoselea states that the Mughals never
misused their power in any way. But they utilised all their power for the
benefit of their subjects completely. They considered Hindus and Muslims
alike and treated them all as brothers. They always cared for the happiness
of their subjecta. - |

Sir Jadunath Sarkhar, is & modern historian who took a grealb
interest in the study about Muslim rulers and their administration. He
has written a great namber of voluines on Muslim rulers, Hbe has tried to
wipe out all the misanderstandings about them 1in these bhooks. He
remarks in one his books as follows:— “Under the Mughals Hindus as
well ag Muslims celebrated their raligious ceremonies alike. Thore was

na hindrance for them from the Emperors. DBunt they were helped by the
Government”,

Another historian remarks that Hindus and Muslims mixed
together in Mughal camps and public offices.

Alberuni, a traveller writes in his 'Kithalul Hind’ that there was
complete freedom for all religious ideas and ideals in the cours of Mohamed



Gazoi. The story of the plundering of the famous and rich ‘Somuath

temple’ in Gujarath has now become a fable. It is now an open truth that
Gazni had not even reached Gujarath.

Muslims and Hindus lived happily. 'The tomb of Nizamuddin
Oulia at Delhi and that of Muinuddia Chisthi at A jmir attracted Hindus
and Muslims. All visited them and paid their homage.

Among Indian rulers, Shershah stands unique. It is very rare to
#ee such abls rulers in Indian history. Within five years he built up a
firm and peaceful government in India. He dispensed justice without fear
or favour. He would be remembered chiefiv because of his revenue system.
‘Aini Akbari’ praises Shershah's achievements. It tells us that Shershah
took a step in advance of existing practice by introduecing measurement in
the place of sharing the crops. All lands were measured and revenue was
fized. The right of the cultivator in the land was recognised. The land
under cultivators was theirs, Akbar is said to have followed Shershah
in this respect. Moreover Shershah is said to be a ‘Nation builder’.
8ri Ram Sharma remarks about Shershah that ‘cousidering everything, it

will bave to be admitted that Shershah gave India a strong and just
government’.

The brother-hood and friendship among Muslims and Hindus
reached its highest point during the time of Akbar., Akbar is considered
to be one of the greatest rulers of India. It is also said that Akbar liked
Hindus more than Muslims. Due to this some Muslims revolted against
bim. It was be who made the first attempt to prohibit the horrible system
‘Sathi’. He also married Rajput wornen and advised others to marry them.
When non-Muslims wanted new places of worship as Muslims, he allowed
them to build temples and churches at Agra, Lahore, Bombay and Thatta.
There was a Jarge namber of Hindns in his court. Among 21 important
officers in his coart, 9 were Hindu like Raj Bir Bal, Bhaghaval Das eto.
Rajah Todar Mal became Akbar's finance minister and the highest public
__'aerva,nt When he appointed twelve finance ministers in tweleve provinces
ic 1594, eight of them were Hindus.

Marrique says that during the reign of Shahjahan killing of animals,
considered to be sacred by Hindus, was prohibited and those who violated
the law were punished severely.

Aurangazeb Alamgir was another able Muslim ruler. But he was
“deseribed a bigot as I have mentioned before. 1t is reeorded in history
“fhnti he deabroyed Hindu temples and dismissed Hindu officers. But now
19t 48'known that there were causes for his doings. They can be justified.



Anvhow, he was a great ruler and statesman. A great Indian histcrian
Dr. Kswara Prasad says that ‘Aurangezeb was one of the greatest and ablest
ralers in India'. He never took a single penny from the rayal treasury for
his own expenditure. He wrote the copies of Holy Quran and sold them
and thus got money. He was a man of justice and he never forgave any
one who dared to violate the law, whether Hindu or Muslim. Ounce  he
saidi— “If T suffer a single regulation to be violated, all of them will be
disregarded”. Prof. Ghoselea remarks that ‘in the case of justice and Jaw
Aurangazeb stands in the bhighest rank’. He appointed prominent and
able Hindus in high positions. 8ri P. ¢. Roy writes “Under Aurangazeb
Hindus were rewarded with jagirs and mmngistrates’ offiees in large
numbers. e appointed prominent Hindus as Governors and Governor
Grenerals. He was gracious enough to appoint a Rajpnt Hindua as his
representative in Afghanistan which was a Mushim majority atate’.
Apain, another great historian Sri Rum Sbarma writes in bis ‘Muaghal
Grovernmeunt and Administration’ as follows:— Aurangazeb was no worse
than his contemporary rulers eisewhere in the world, if anything he was a
listle better -«coneirimnasiennnsiee. The burden of Jazya ou the Hindus was no
higher than the ‘tithes’ which the Roman Catholics in Ireland paid for the
gupport of the Protestant church till 1867",

Tippu is another Muslim ruler who is misunderstood. It 18 a
known fact that Tippu and the English were bitter enemies. e tried his
best to root out the English forra India. In this attempt he became =
martyr. The English hiatorians considered him also as a bigot. It is
known that his Prime Minister was a Hindu Brahmin named Purnayya.
93 % of his subjects were Hindus. They lived happily without any troubie
from the king. He gave Hindus complete freedom of worskip. Some of

hig lotters show that he even gave them money from the royal treasury to
build tempies. | | |

The achievements of Muslim rulers and their services to India ara

remarkable and will be remembered gratefully for ever. Their achicvements
are world famous,

Mobhamed Gazni established a college, a library and a museam in
(Gazni. Astronomers like Al-farabi, Asjadi, Farooki, Dakeeki and the
author of ‘Shahnah’ Firdowsi were his courtiers. The court of Delhi sultans
were the place of hope and reliel to poets and schplars. Logicians like
Syed, Poets like Ubaid, Badri, historians like Dari and Scholars like
Moulana Issuddin, Moulans Nazimuddin and Alam adorned the courts of



Delhi sultans. The tower of Kutbuddin Ibeck still remains in Delhi
commemorating the glory of Delhi snltans. Juma Masjid, which is & greab
success in the fields of art and architecture was built by Bhmsuddin
Althamish. Amir Kusru was 2 great scholar and a poet who lived at the
sime of Balben. His posms are famous even now. During ths time of
Mohamed Tughlak there were one thousand schools and seventeen hospitals
for free service in Delhi only. One of the great India scholars Sufl
Nizamuddin Oulia was his contemporary. All sciences and arts were
taught in the colleges which he established in Delhi. During the reign of
Feroz Tughlak there were four hundred small rivers and two hundred other
souroes of irrigation. Moreover there were a hundred bridges, five hundred
hospitala and many other public buildings. It was he who put a tower
clock for the first time in India.

But the achievements of Muslim rulers were greater during the reign
of the Mughals. Sri Ram Sharma in his “Mughal governmens and
Administration” writes as follows:— *“The Mughal period saw great
literary and educational activity....eemeemeeenIf we include all classes of
persons who received some sort of schooling in Mughal India, their
percentage will not compare unfavourably with that of the liferate persons
in any part of the contemporary world.”

Baber was a poet and he liked and helped posts. His ‘Diary’ itself
is & contribution to literature. But the achievements are at their zeneth
during ths reigns of later emperors like Akbar, Shahjahan and Aurangazeb.
Art, architecture, Sculpture, Literature, Music and drawing blossomed under
the Mughals. Mughal art is a beautiful mixture of Persian and Indian arts.

The Fort at Fatcfur and the tomb of Humayun are the greatest
contributions of Akbar to art and architecture. But his time was more
ramarkable for literature and music. There wers large numbers of poets
and scholarg in hia darbar. Abdul Khadir Badauni translated ‘Ramayana’
and some parts of ‘Mahabaratha’ into Persian. Ibrahim Sir Hindi translated
‘Mahabaratha’ completely. ‘Leelavathi’ was translated by Qusaiyya,
Upanishads’, Yogavasishtha' and *Harivamsha' were also translated. And
manyother Perian classics were translated into Hindi. Narahari, Sar Das,
Vithal Das, Kumbhal Das, Tulasl Das, Abdurahiman, Mirabal, Maticam
Bibari, Rakshan, Keshav, Senapathi were poets and muascians and Bushan,
Kulpathi, Lal and Man were historians of his time. Another grand
" achievement of Akbar was his revenue system. In this respect Shershah

was his gnide. Before himn there was no fixed revenue system. It is
e A



sald that the cultivator was better off under Akbar than the tenant of
to-day. He paid only one third (3} of the gross produce. The right of
the land was with the cultivator. Arrangements were taken to guard
against damage during warfare or in other adverse circumstances.

Lhe peace and prosperity of Mughal India reached their zenith
during the reign of Shahjahan. Iuropeans were strack with wonder by
the wealth of Mughal India during bis time. It was one of the causcs
which tempted the English to come and remain in India. Taj Mahal, Red
fort and Peacock throne remain as the groatest contributions of Shahjahan
to art and sculptare. Moreover he also took care in collecting books also.
It was recorded that in 1642 there were 24000 rare and great books in
his library,

Aurangazeb also followed the same way. Tho mosques built at his
bime witness it. He was also very careful about the education of his
subjects. Hamilton says that in his (Aurangazeb’s) time there were four
hundred schools in Sind alone. Max Muller writes that when the
HEunglish came to India thers were eight thousand schools in
India. DLater, it was Mohamed Shabh who established ‘Jamdar Mandir'
observatory.

About Mughal art and architecture a great historian writes as
follows:—

“Architecture during Mughal period blossomed forth-with massive
forts, grand tombs, superb mosques acd magnificient temples. Forts of
Akbar and BShabjaban, tombs built by Jahangir and Shahjahan,
and Aarengazeb’s mosques are among the superb examples of Mughal
architecture. Akbar’s tomb at Srikandren, Taj Mahal at Agra sacred
to the memory of Mumtaz Mahal, the Pearl Mozque and Humayun’s tomb
at Delhi testify equally to the taste and judgement of their promoters
and to the skill of their executors”.

The Muslim rule in India was unique in Indian history. Their
gervices t0 India especially those of Mughal emperors will ever remain
fresh in Indian history. The following words of Ghoselea are worth

quobting “if Muslim rule had remained, the Hindu- Muslim problem would
never have arisen” in India.



Cneed Jor o@ New Historical Out-look.

. Kunhiramu Kurap, Junior B. A.

@HRONOLOGIES of royal dynasties, affairs of kings and princes
ete. are being taught in the form of History, No doubt, chronelogies and
dates as also some lmnportant wars fought and othor things form o part of
real history. DBut it forms only a part, a part which is less important
when comparcd to the real body of history. Little iinportance is given in
the teaching of history to the developinent of society from very primitive
stage to the present day. Isis yeb an unsolved guestion, as to whether
primeval man can be diffareatiated from the four-footed animal, because
the tool-making social man, foughts wild natare, survived and spread over
the world.

The history of India as we study it to-day was mainly written by
wesbern scholars and historians. They have given us a false and distorted
form of our history. This history was used by the Fnglish ralers of India
to demoralise the rising freadom movement and to ersate an impression in
the leaders of the people that compared to world history, its antiquity and
1t achievements, India and its people were nowhere and that a knowledge
of Indian history led to the conclusion that this country and its people
were historically destined to.be always conguered and ruled by foreign
invaders. (feography, climate and culture inevitably doomed us to this
fate.

On the other hand in order to disprove tha above theory Indian
historians want to show that India’s history really begins almost with the
early history of man, and that even before several thousand years ago India
produced the best of everything that man could or will ever make
again, They are very particular on this point of our antiquity and the
glprious past ages of our civilization. They have developed a craze to
prove that not only were we an ancient race but also everything that the
civilized world now possesses in Science, philosophy, Politics ete. was
known to our ancestors.

This kiand of writing of history had its use, no doubt, in our struggle
aga,mst the British power. It gave the Indian nationalist a certain morale.
Buai it also gave him a false sense of values regarding the past. It made
him venerate everything that was past, but had ceased to be of nse in the
_present age or had become a positive hindrance.



Students of history to-day will be amused to read the millions of
words spent in arguing, for example, whether the death of Afzal Khan at
the hands of Shivaji was moral or not, whether it wag ordinary ‘murder’,
‘agsasgination’ or a permissible killing in battle. Many volumes have been
written with the rotive of refuting the assertions of the British ruling
class that India was unfit for parliamentary democratic institutions by
showing that ancient 1ndia had republics and self-governing democracies.
The English people claimed to be the inheritors of the civilizations of
ancient Grreece and Rome. They claimed for them the first place in ancient
civilization and assigned only secondary importance to Egypt and Palestine.
They denied that “Mahabarat” had any meaning or reality, and that the
‘Vedas’ of the Hindus were historical records. They denied that our history
conld go beyond that of the Gresks, since Alexander conquered some parts
of India.

Our historians were a little perplexed at this state of affairs. They
began to collect ancient copper-plates, gold coing, stone-engravings and
Asoka pillars to unravel the past. But the digging oub of a real town,
that of Mohanjodaro in Sind led even our Kuaropean masters to say that
India’s eivilization could be traced to 3000 B. C.! We were not less
ancient than the Greeks, Romans or Egyptians! So we are an old country,
with a long memory and we can live, fight, survive and go ahead.

The history of the growth of our historieal literature is 2 long one.
The sacrifices of our intellectuals to build a consistant story of our
historical past were innumerable,

But history for them was not merely a discovery of cold facts or
truths which had not been found before, or if found, used wrongly. It was
not a dis-interested discovery of facts. The facts were like the inarshalling
of an army for defence in war. Truths they were, no doubt, but laid out
in a way to fight with the enemy.

The writing of history. then, with our scholars in the late nineteenth
and early twentieth centuries, was an idealogica! weapon employed in the
battle of Indian nationalism against the imperialist power. But such a
view of history led to nowhere except to a creation of morale and confidence
in our fight against the foreign invader. But now India is an independent
country and as such we have to change our historical outlook and have to
build up our own real history.
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I had the pleasure of visiting the Farook College with my
friend Ceol. B. H. ZAIDI and wae shown round by the Principal.
The Cellege was closed for the vacation. So we could not meet
the students. But from what we saw of the buildings and the
equipment and from ocur discussions with the Principal we got the
unmistakable leeling that an institution is growing here which may
woll prove to be of qfaat significance for the future of Malabar,
What has already bsen achieved is creditable, but much remains lo
be done and we trust it will be done. As a residential institution
the college will, we hope, be able to avoid the one-zided
intallectualism of most of our educational institutions and help
effectively in the building up the character of its students, and
will show them the wayv to dedicate this sound character into the
service of the highest values, A true educational institution should

not be satisfiesd with less.

.S{- €ﬂ£ ég ﬂ Zﬂic[t', -gJ :b- Zﬂ‘i’ ﬂudnfn,

30th May 1955, 3ih May 1955,
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Unemployment in India.

P, Bhaskaran, Junior B, Com.

@NEMPLDYMENT constitubes a prave threat o our country's
economy. With the passing of every year, this problem iz hecoming
increasingly complex. It looms large in all spheres of production.
Unemployment among all sections of workers, including factory workers and
agricultural workers is mounting daily. This acute position is heing
aggravated by retrenchment being resorted to in basic industries like
textiles and jote. It is abundantly clear that all the difficulties and bad
leaderships are the consequences of unemployment. The entire agrarian
economy is eracking up, despitc many land reforms due to the fall in prices
of agricultural commeodities and the existing high cost of living. The
magnitude of this problem ¢an be better understood only when one looks
into the unermployment figures. The situation in cities is no better where
thousands of workers including technicians are being thrown out of jobs
daily. India is the only country where engineers and technicians are
unemployed. Tven though production has risen with regard to textiles
and jute, it is not accompanied by inerease in employment, Even in the

third year of “Tive year plan” unemployment is mounting. The registered
unemployed has increased from 288971 in 1950 to 589000 in 1954, tho

third year of the Five Year Plan. To add to this, industries engaged in
different kinds of production are often found %o resort to retrenchment.

The real state of affair is that with she increase in work-load and intensifi-
cation of lahour in various forms more is being produced with less workers
and consequently employers stand to gain— cottage and small scale industries
which form the sources of livelibood for millions are declining. The
present conditions of hand-loomwr weavers are so deplorable that they
deserve all help fromr government. The govermment and the planning

commission bave proved inadequate to deal with this most vital problem.
The government did not properly understand this problem when the I'ive

Year Plan was drafted. Buat later on the alarming increase in the mumber
of the unemployed forced the governmens, to make provision for this
problem. The expenditure during the first “Five Year Plan,” originally
placed at Rs. 2069 crores, has subsequently been raised to Rs. 2239 crores.

This addition of Rs. 170 erores was primarily intended to 1ncrense
employment opportunities. But the situation has not improved, on the
contrary it has deteriorated. This reveals that the Five Year Planniog
Commission’s approach to this most vital issne is unrealistic. The

Finance Minister hss plainly admitted, that the government could not
tackle the problem of unemployment. I'rom the progress report of the

Five Year Plan, it has been ascertained that the rate of invesment had



been far below the target laid down in the plan. Tn the first three years
only 40% of tho expenditure proposed over the five year period was
incurred by Government. Investment in the private scchor has been only

40% of the total estimate of Rs. 233 crores. Capital formation could not be
secured without sotne basic changes in theeconomic system of the country.

The experionce of ather countries, which have made rapid development,
bears testimony to the facs that the instrument of public ownership and

rigid control in respect of private scctor, is necessary, besides the usnal

teehniques of taxation and borrowing, so that the oxistence of private
sector my not prove detrimental to she nation’s interests.  ‘I'he high light

of the year is the goverminent’s permission to introduce rationalisation
scheme in big industrics.  This i a very important suhjeet, pregnant with
conseqiuences, i as mnch as is would affect millions and the futnre
cconomic stability of the country depends on this most vital issne. It haa

already been proved that it is futile to enter into a hopelesr race againat
modern technology. It is no longer profitable to push on with antiquated

machines. Mechanisation will no doubt help to bring down the cost of

production and the entire consumer class stands to gain, But the other
aspect which is more important cannot be ignored. Rationalisation

schemes had to meet with violent opposition from the labour side. Thig

antagonism towards mechanisation is rooted in the cause, that this process
automatically leads to unemployment.

It is not only confined to big industries alone, bat it extends also

to even smaller industries. Up till now, mechanisation has cost 25000 jobs
and if all the mills are modernised, another 40000 will be tkrown out of

Jobs. Moreover, large schemes of modernisation, will take years to pub into

effect. It is perfectly clear, that rationalisation cannot but have disastrous
repercussions on the country’s economy. Hmployers, aided and abetted by

Government, justify this offensive measure on the pretext that it will

enable Indian industries to compete in the foreign market, But at present,
only big industrial magnates stand to gain by these schemes.

It is only by increasing the national wealth and exploiting the

potential resources of the country to the best advantage and by removing
the unequalities and disparities among the various classes that this

problem can be solved in a satisfactory manner. To do this, the whole
economic structure of the conntry should be recoustituted on a soeialistic
pattern. Government must place rigid control over private sector. It
should not be allowed to operate in a way detrimental to the nation’s
interest. I'be fundamental object should be the gradual replacement of
private ownership by public ownership, because unemployment is inherent
in a capitalist system of economy.



