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THE VILLAGE SCHOOL MASTER.

(M. Blﬂﬂlﬂlﬂlﬂl‘flﬂlﬂ {lass I\')

HT was indeed a bright and novel idea. " It struck me and
thred of my friends when we were chatting pleasantly one evening to
tread from village to village and go all over India. I was over-joyed to
find that a spirit of adventure prompted us to do something out of the
beaten track. Y. $ -

The starting day was fixed; preparations were made and we were
on the move. Weo walked, and walked, and walked. Qur destination
seemed to be interminable. Sometimes we suffered intensely from the
" burning heat of the copper sky. Sometimes we got protection under
the shades of baniyan trses which have been rendering this useful
service for years. . Our hearts were glad to know that every suffering
has a relief. - ' ® % ¥ .

For days and moenths we jogged on. The variety of Indian life
revesled to us many things. At last we reached a village in Rajasthan,
the land of the brave Ra.]puts wheare hlstnry hag created a halo round
them., -

This villags was ramarkahle for the healbhy, ]oyful life of its
children. Our curiosity was roused and we wanted to know more
about it. We learnt that moat of its inhabitants are peasants, They
work in the fields from morn till night. Their chief source of income
ig agriculture, But they do not get the fruits of their hard labour.
What they get from the fields they give to the Zamindar who lives in
his luxurious bungalow in the town. They know not the ways of the
world. Their necessifies are limited. The edacation of their children
is limited up to the fifth standard. Only very few attend the high
schools and colleges. Those fortunate ones, after their study, never
return to their village. They prefer town life. The only man who is
rich among them is the agent of the Zamindar. He lives in a tiled
house. He is somewhat crooked and cruel. 'When the peasants meot
him they salam him, but there is no love in their hearts for him.

There was only one person, whom all, men and women, young
and old, loved and esteemed with all their hearfs and that was the
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village school-master who “tanght his little school”. Every one we
came across spoke of him as the greatest wit. From the conversation
we had with some old men we conld understand the intensity of their
love for their grand children’s teacher, They used to give him little
presents for his service which he received thankfally. There was only
orie who was not in the habit of respecting the village school master
with such high esteem. He was a man of twentvfive who was
discharged from the army after the war. His military eareer made him
vaunting and immadest. - |

The village school master was an old man. Ha had a henign
- look and showed particular liking towards small, gav children. He
entered the elass room with an air of pleasantness and gaietv. When
he was called “Boodda Ustad” by bis students his eyes sparkled. This
name ‘seemed to be the joy of his life. Every one was fond of thigs name
and it was said that even the School Inspector admired him.

We sought an interview with him and he allowed it gladly.
He wad eager to receive us. The beauty of the garden where he spent
much of his time attracted us. He asked us many questions pertaining
to our people and their life, our schools, our colleges and factories and
fields. He particularly asked about one school. We could not under-
stand how he had such intimate knowledge of that institntion. His
pleasure in hearing details aboit it knew no bounds. In great wonder
we asked how he knew all about that school and its surroundings. He
soon began to speak in Malayalam, “Ah! I taught there once. But I
did not then love my profession. .One day, one boy was disrespectful
and in great anger and disgust, I bruised his arms. TFeeling sad, I left
that school that evening twenty-six years ago. I wandered here and
there and ab last reached here. After many vicissitudes I took to
teaching again here. Buot now I love my work here and lo! the boys
love me too. And I am content, content beyond measure”,

Whenever I think of our happy adventure, those words ‘Boodda
Usatad’ flash to my memory and seem to reveal to me & great truth of
life. And then T become very happy for a while.



