‘A~ SHORT HISTORY OF FEROK

NN

(JANAB SYED MQHIDEEN SITATI SAHID, M. 4. 1. 1)

Ferok is a growing town lying ata
distance of seven miles south of Calicut by
the side of the Beypore river. It is situated
in the Taluk of Krnad, Malabar District.
The present name Ferok was acquired by it
from the full name Farookabad. Farook-
abad was the name given to the place by
Tippu Sultan - the son of Hyder Ali. Hyder
Ali came to Malabar in 1766 and made
himself overlord of the place. e organised
& Mappila force and made arrangements for
the administration of the country as s part
~of the Mysore State. Hyder Ali died and
Tippu Sultan became the ruler of Mysore.
It was in the year 1788 that the Sultan
descended the Western Ghats through
Thamarasseri and reached Calicut, He deci-
ded to consolidate his hold on Malabar and
reorganise it sdministration, With this
object in view he wanted to found a new
town centrally situated and strategically
important. The unsuitability of Calicut for
this purpose and the uncertainties there,
might have persuaded him to search for
another more suitable and centrally situated
place for setting up a new headquarters for
the district. The place south of Beypore
river around the present Ferok Railway Sta-
tion appealed to him. It was known at that
time as Paramukh, It lay to the east of the
then famous town of Chaliyam and near
Beypore, which subsequently became im-
portant. Chaliyam was one of the places
where the early Muslim settlers lived. Tiocal
tradition says that the mosque there was one

of the twelve early mosques built by ‘the
earliest Muslims who came from Arabia—
namely Malik Dinar and his companions,
It was through the efforts of this band of
Arab Muslims under Malik Dinar that
Islam spread on the West Coast. Fven now
there is a good number of Muslims in the
place. Chaliyam is near the sea and wasa
centre of trade with the West—particularly
Arabia-before the advent of Xuropeans, Iiv-
en now there are gigns to show the ancient
importance of the place, It ig said that the
Portuguese wanted to build a for tthere but
did not succeed. Tater on when the Fast
India Company succeeded in establishing
their rule in Malabar, Beypore-the same
place as Chaliyam.was made the District
Headquarters, Public offices like the Law
court, Collectorate and Port were built and
the Madras Railway (forerunner of the South
Indian Railway) terminated at Beypore,
Even now some cf the old buildings ean be
seen and many remains of ancient monume- |
nts are found. Later on, the difficulty of
extending the railway across the river and
the greater advantage of having Calicut as
the District Headquarters led the British to
give up Beypore. By this time, North Mala- |
bar which formed part of the Bombay Pre-
sidency with Tellicherry as its Headquarters
was transferred to the Madras Presidency,
Thus Beypore lost its importance and Ferok

began to come into prominence, The old
railway line which terminated at Beypore

was diverted from Kadalundi Via Feroke —




the place where Tippu. Sultan wanted to
build his Fort. This helped the growth of
the place. Regarding the place selected by
Tippu Sultan, it must be said that it was
an  elevated one with a good climate and
regular supply of pure water, Local tradi-
tion says that the Sultan surveyed the
neighbouring villages, especially the elev-
ated places along the river side, The old road

from Calicut to the east was a different one
from the present road. The hillock near the

present railway station is to the west of the

old road and on the way to Chaliyam. Here
the Sultan wanted to build a fort and have
it as the centre of his activities, Plans must
have been prepared and work begun, All
that now rewmain are a well, remnants of
a bunglow and some ruins, The Sultan
“successfully tried to persuade the inhabit-
ants of Calicut to come down and settle in
this place. Roads to different parts of the
country were planned and partly executed.

Many places for residence; office buildings -

and barracks for the soldiers must have been
built, To quote the Imperial Gazetteer of
India =~ “In 1788 Tippu Sultan of

Mysore made a determined but  ineffectual

attempt to raise the town to the position of
a rival to Calicut.”” Before he could complete
this work he had to leave the place for Coi-
mbatore  After his departure many people
who came and lived at Farokabad returned
to Calicut. The place perhaps sank into
.insignificance after this short period of im-
“portance, Here and there along the river on

“its upward course there are certain ruing

“which led some of the people who came -

“across them to feel that they must have been
~the places of residence of the officers under
~Tippu and barracks of his soldiers. The

- well, some ruined buildings and other rema-
“ins can be seen even to this day. Some

people speak of an underground passage from
the hillock to the river as designed by the
Sultan and provided for facilitating appro-
ach to it. Some of these arein existence
even now, though the underground pa_ssage
referred to, is not clear and cannot be traced,
The fort has no separate existence. The
name of the place reminds one of “Farooka-
bad.” The place was so named by the Sultan
after the great Caliph Ummer, who was also
known as ‘Al-Farooq’ the Just — famous for
his love of truth and justice. Al—Farooq
in Arabic means one who distinguishes bet-
ween right and wrong and does what is just
and proper.

Ferok is situated on the coast, line
of Malabar amid palm groves by the side of
a river which makes it a convenient centre
for commerce, It is, as stated above, éery
near Beypore, touching the sea—a secat of
commerce With the West during the days
gone by, M/s. Parry & Company establi-
shed a factory here which continunes to exist
and flourish. The Bagel Mission started a
tile factory. This tile factory is now known
as the Commonwealth Tile Factory, which
is the first of its kind in the place. Tiater on
other tile factories were ‘started. Of late
some industries have come into existence
like Metal Industries, Ceramics, Match
tactory, Saw Mills and Soap factories. 'I'he
place was famous for its potberies even in
the beginning of this century. In 1900 there
were 84 potteries in India and the chief of
them were those situated at Aljgarh, Ranigan;j
Jubbalpore, Ferok and Bombay. These clay
works have grown up becuase _t:.he material
most_suitable to .make them ig available



along the river side. Fven now many fine
gardens and paddy fields are being sacrifised
to supply clay to the factories. Going up
along the river, the scenery is impressively
beautiful and one can imagine the existence
of the deep stillness of the primaeval forests.
Apart from the tile and clay works, another
occupation of the pcople of this place is
timber business, Ferok has may important
timber merchants and it is gradually deve-
loping into a centre of timber trade, a
rival to Kallai—said to be the biggest timber
trade centre in vhe world. It isalong the
Ferok river that the timber from the forest
regions of the Western Ghats is floated and
passed on to Kallai along the Conolly canal.
Nearness to the sea, easy approach to it as
well as easy communication by water and
land to the rich country side and the forest
regiong to the east are some of the matural
advantages which helped this place to come
to prominence, The opening of the railway
line and a bridge with a new road to Calicut
and Madras helped its growth in recent vears,

In I900 the population of the place was
only 8500, - It is now a thickly populated
place—the Mappilas constituting the major
element of the population. The people. of
the place are engaged in trade and most of
them are employed in the large number of
factories that arve in existence in the locality.
The labour supply is constant and sure, The
general economic condition of the place is
satisfactory.

The place is a fertile one with a large
number of cocoanub gardens and rich paddy
fields. Loeal residents, except those that
are employed in the factories and engaged
in timber business, cairy on agriculture.

“Agriculture is even now the main occupation

of the people. The important localities in
the place are the Railway Station, the ferry
approach known ag Kadavu, the Cart Stand
known as Petta, the old toll gate called
Chungam and the shandy place where the
weekly market is held. This weekly market
has been in existence for a long time,
The enterprising nature of the people augurs
well for the future,

According to local tradition this place
was in olden days inhabited by Namboodiris.
Place names such as Neelat, Ambalangat,
Munnilakam, Il.]}.llll, Thaikat and Manathi-
kat and also the peculiar formation of home-
steads lead one to think that it must have
been so,

In the recent past when the idea of sta- |
rting a College to cater to the needs of the |
educationally backward taluks of Ernad and |
Walluvanad was mooted, the question of a
suitable gite came wup for consideration,
Liuckily a vacant site of about 100 acres was |
found in and around a hillock near the |
Ferok river at.a distance of less than 3 miles
from the Railway Station. The Madras |
University Commission that inspected the |
place remarked as follows *The site of the
College is & hillock in the open country ab
about & distance of two miles from the |
Ferok main road and appears to be admirably
suited for the purpose.......... R TITE dusss G
site commands a good view of the country |
side all round and on one side is the Ferok
river,” Now there is & well-established first |
grade college with courses of studies in the |
sciences and the humanities forihe Inter.
mediate and in the humanities and Mathem- |
atics for the B. A, Degree and also for the ©




B.Com: deguee eourses. The. College.is a fast-
growing institution and along with its

growth, it 1s hoped that Ferok will become

2 well-inhabited plage and a prosperous town,

f'].‘he new]y started first. grade college is
ge.

- called.“Farook College”, so  named after the

place. The name brmgs back to mind the

goodness of the great Caliph, Unimer the"

Just,
The place has a, beautiful mosque 1eh-

: uilt in 1948, Near the Police Station there,
is & tomb where an annual nercha is held

;i the month of Ramzan, Near the Ferok
Oollege there is a, temple and the annual

. .festival. here. is held  during the month of

February, Large numbers of people attend
this festival, In addition to the Farook Co-
llege, there is in . She vicinity an Oriental

_Co]lcﬂe recognised by the Umvemty of

Madras, teaching Arabic and prcpmmg stude-

nts for the Afzalul Ulaﬂma title examination.

Though Ferok is not an old established

town with hoa]ytradmom yet it is gradu-
ally coming to,_prominence and the recent

developments lead one to think that it is on
the high way to be a4 le&%t one of ’the cultu

. ral centrea of M%l'mbal



% A SIMPLE PHILOSOPRY OF LIFE
Y
1.0 THE WAY.TO . HAPPINESS.

(M, P. N.)

‘Man is always in search of happiness;
but he misses it by the error of his ways.
Thus what is easily attainable is not only
lost, but is in the process of seeking turned
to bitterness. . Unhappiness, miseries .and
wretchedness show their terrible forms and
make him' & victim. He becomes dejected
and forlorn. How ' do -then the errors twist
him ? ~Let us consider.

Man ig'a rational being, but he ceases to

reason when he is in the grip of emotion or -
Instincts -

impulse, social custom or- belief.
algo play their part to deviate him {rom the
path of reason. It is the function of educa-
tion to keep instincts under check, and,
therefore, it follows that those who have not
received the benefits of' education are not
able to curb their instinets; and. so allow
them free play. Education is the disciplining

process that goes on in the mind cf man in-

the' course of his well directed studies.
Religion and Philosophy try to answer
various speculations that have arisen regard-
ing life. They in their wide range have
attempted to answer the questions, whence
we come, who' we are, and whither we go.
Speculations such as these may satisfy the
‘curiosity of an inquiring mind, but are not
helpful to lead & good life  Since life has to
“be lived, our concernineed only behow best
to live it.

When we are given a cake, we.

need only eat it and relish it,-and not-bother
about the oven from which it is made and
about the manufacturer.

. The problem of life'is to find a.means
of livelitheod- and to employ one’s leisure in
congenial pursuits, IHe has also to’ adjust
himself in the ‘Soeiety in which he lives.
These ate the requisites of life, and the

- extent of our happiness lies-in how far one is

successful in satisfying these requisites.

- Wise men have divided life into four
well-divided stages, 'thé Brahmacharya,
Grahasthashrama, Vanaprasta - and:-Sanyasa.
If the duties of these stages are fulfilled,
happiness in life is assured. In the hurry of
modern life and the consequent confusion,

the stages are'all rolled into one, and the
springs of happiness are destroyed.

‘ The Brahmacharya lays the foundation
of life. .1t is the preparatory -stage of life,
and hence its importance cannot be too much
stressed. Life flounders if it is not carefully
attended to, just as the building totters on|
an ill-founded foundation. The minimum
of this stage is up to eighteen years and the
maximum up to thirty. The range varies
according to the intellect. aptitudes and the
finandial back ground of the student, TIf he
comes out of a 16w stock, if he is not intelli
gent and if he is poor he should stop hi
Brahmacharys at eighteen and should learn



a craft, trade or occcupation and profit by it
to earn @ means of livelihood. He should
then settle in life and perform the duties
proper to his situation, earning a reputation
in his work and serving society to the best
of his ability, The students coming from
the middle class of society have the privilege
of a longer period of Brahmacharya. They
are expected $0 remain in this stage and
equip themselves with knowledge which will
win for them a University Degree, and a
place in the different professions or admini-
strative machinery or in the commerce or
industry of the country. 'I'hose who come
from the upper class and ave highly intelli-
gent have the distinction of becoming men
of light and leading by undergoing post-
graduate and research studies. It is by their
prolonged Brahmacharys and devotion to
knowledge that society gets its gustaining
power and nourishment.

It is on the proper and successful com-
pletion of the first stage of life that afl
happiness of the futnre depends. If those
who are unfit by nature prolong their
brahmacharya by entering colleges the resnlt
is unhappiness. They drep off by their
inability to cope up with the course of
studies, or having completed their college
gtudies, enter into a voeation which conld
have been theirs even earlier. Students,
parents, Universities and Governments—all
contribute to make the lives of such joung
men unhappy. They become neither fish,
flesh nor good red herring,
have the courage and foresight to gauge
their own abilities, their parents the dis-
crimination to find out what is best for their
children, and the Universities and Govern-
ments the sternness to prevent such colossal

Students should

waste of human energy and consequent
misery. Thus a desire to exceed the sphere
in which one is by nature fitted to live will
only result in unhappiness

Those who are fit to prolong their
brahmacharys  will naturally profit by
the course of studies that they pursue. They
will azquire courtesy, good manmners, humili-
ty and truthfulness and intrinsic discipline.
Thus the first stage of life isfulfilled, laying
the foundation for future life.

The next stage is one for beginning the
battle of life The stiuggle may be long
and bitter. The position that one may
attaim may not be commensurate to one’s
merits. Envy, ill-will, hatred, false ambition,
vanity and a host of other soml-killing vices
will their wugly heads. Tternal
vigilance is necessary to keep these vices
under check. They prefend to be man’s
friends but they are in reality agents for
destroying his mental peace and happiness.
In this context, contentment in the position
that one is able to attain, a spirit of adven-
ture to achieve greater success by noble and

raise

honest endeavour will alone ensure happi-
ness.  Herein we should remember that the
path of glory leads but to the grave and so,
great success or even miserable failure, if
that be ome’s lot, should be viewed with a
sense of humour which alone will help one
to converf the bitterness in life into sweet-
ness,

Many men eagerly seek positions of
power and prestige. These positions are
clearly those who have the
character and ability fto discharge the res-
ponsible duties of the posts. The shallow-
minded see only the glamour of the posts

meant for



and not their responsibilities: Bo they try
60 seize those positions by hook or by ecrook
and bring unhappiness to others and to
themselves. The golden rule is never to
covet a post the duties of which you will not
be able to discharge efficiently.

Marital relationship and sexual urge are
problems which worry many a man. An
unwise step is fraught with many dangers.
Flirting with life is playing with fire.
Physical beauty is constituted by colour,
complexion and cantour, and modern science
has come to the aid of philosophy by reveal-
ing the nothingness of those glamours which
bring young men to destruction like moths.
Vanity and false values in life lure men to
temptations. *‘ Romeo and Juliet "’ may be
very good for reading, but to pretend to be a
Romeo is nothing but foolishness. To lead
a manly and vigorous life should be the end
and aim of every one,

The third stage, Vanaprasta com-
mences when one is full of experience and
when one has no selfish problems to solve.
It ig a period when one devotes one’s life for
the service of one’s fellow men and for the
progress of one’s country. If the first stage
is one of preparation and the second that of
satisfaction of the appetites in man, the
third is intended fo be a period of devotion
to God through service to his fellow-men.

" The bane of modern life is that men who
have not completed the first two stages
satisfactorily pretend to serve others. In
such cases true and sincere service is clearly
impossible. The selfish appetites have to
be satisfied before any one can honestly and
gincerely serve others except in the cases of
great men who are born with a mission in

- life. -Hypocrisy is a hateful thing, and no

true heart shonld ruin itself by being taken
in by its lures.

The Sanyasa or Renunciation comes
last. It is a period of waiting in readiness
for the inevitable end of life. This stage
should not be anticipated in the early stages
of life. To doso would be to lead a life of
hypocrisy and unrighteousness. It is one
thing to feel the enthusiasm for leading a
life of celibacy and quite a different thing to
lead a life of honest celibacy. Only when
one is imbued, saturated and inspired with a
divine mission one can find occupation for
and satisfaction in a celibate life, Otherwise
when enthusinsm wanes the emptiness of life
stares you in the face and temptation comes
in, and holds you up as a wretch.

The modern trend, perhaps due to the
increased cost of living, is to continue to
earn and be absorbed in the common ocen-
pations of life. Those who retire from jobs
are more keen and eager to take up another
job in the hope of earning more money and
enjoving the comforts of life, This is 2
degrading aspect of life. Those who are

- competent to educate, to reconstruet and to

lead society by their beneficial influence are
doing incalculable harm not only to them-
selves but also o the younger generation
by continuing to be preoccupied with com-
This state of affairs
is tolerated in the belief that those persons

mon concerns of life.

are experienced aud so their services should
be utilised. 'T'rue, they are experienced and
so their experience should be used for the
benefit of society in selfless action, for then
such action should be possible for them.
They also stand to gain by the peace of mind
(shanti) which will be theirs if they keep




their minds above the activities of life amd
centre them on God,

Liet us recapitulate. We are in this
world whether we wish to be in it or nof. And
so we must put our lives fo the best use
by the perfection of human nature. This
is only possible by all-embracing love and
a recognition of the authority of a spiritual
‘Being, whom we may call God, Divine
Force or Divine Will or by any other name,
A spirit of reverence always helps us to
check arrogance in the mind, and keeps us
on the path of progress. Indeavour, and
efficiency should make us useful m any
The
business of life is to co-operatee, to help and

path of life we may find ourseles in,

pool eur régources amd ' find satisfaction in
the happines of all. Envy sloth and pride
are recognised enemies of a happy life and
so should be destroyed from the mind of
man. A sense of humour to make us smile
at the currents and cross-currents of life
should be cultivated lest we lose the pleasure
of living in this strange world. An undying
faith in God and a reeognitionof the truth
in the lines:—

“Honour and shame from no condition rise,
Act well your part and there all honour lies

‘will help- us to lead life with cheerful-

ness. And happines, the quintesdence of
such a life, is yours without any weary
search for if,
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ISLAM’S  CONTRIBUTION To
WORLD’S  CIVILIZATION.

e i, R R R R K e )

By K. M. (II1 U. C.)

. Some people say that civilization has
reached its zenith and that it is the West
which foday represents the glorious picture
of civilization and culture. And the west-
erners proudly declare that they are the
most highly civilized people of the world.
With the gradual growth of the intellect and
inagination of man and with the successful
achieve ments in the realms of science and
arts, things which our ancient ancestors
conside red to be guite impossilbe have been
sucus sfully achieved now Could the ancient
forefather of the present day’s civilized man
have ever thought of man f{lying in
the air and could he have ever imagined
even in his dreams that the voice of men
hundreds of thousands of miles away could
be heard in no time at the other end of the
world! Defnitely he would not have; for lived
he in an age when human beings too lived
like the beasts of the wild,following the law
of the jungle, without any civilization or
culture, without any intellect or reason and
without any knowledge of seience or art.
But that dark dreary dismal night of ignor-
ance and superstition has passed away and
the dawn of learning has filled the world
with warmth and light, The development
and expansion of human knowlegde and the
2dmirable progress in scientific, medical and
other fields have contributed not a little to
the peace and prosperity of humanity and
to the comforts and happiness of man. But
when the modern man flies in the  air from

one ¢nd of the globe to the other, and when
he lies comfortably in his easy chair with =
cigarette between his lips and hears
the voice of men thonsands and thousands
of miles away, he does not perhaps think that
the West which today represents the cream
of human civilization and culture owes not
a little to the supreme intellect and lofty
imagination of the Muslim savants of the
old for its present progress in human culture
and enlighten ment. The contribution of
the Arabs towards the present day civiliz-
ation is almost unique and has few parallels
inthe realms of science and literature, and
their independant consributions to the accu-
mulated treasure of human knowledge were
of great value to the cause of enlighten
ment. It is a bare truth that while Europe
and the other western countries of the day,
which today boast to be highly civilized
nations, were wallowing in the dark mire
of ignorance, when the West was plunged
deep in superstitions and barbarity, the
Muslims fostered a splendid civilization,
which without doubt has few parallels in the
history of mankind. To the Arab of that
memorable period the modern world owes a
great deal for the admirable advancesin
science, for the birth of many incomparable
works on Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry,
Botany, Astronomy, Literature and other
branches of human knowledge. There was

~a.time when Islam was considered as a cult

of brutal force, fit only for semi-civilized



people, and when Muhammed was hnown as
the ‘False Prophet’ in urope. DBut times
have changed and the light of science and
reason has dispelled all false prejudices and
the West too has come to realise
and splendour of Islam.

the glory

The morning of Islam dawned upon a
world plunged deep in heathenism and dark
ness and Muhammed (peace be on him) was
sent to lead the world to Light, Peace and
Happiness, He came with a mission to
redeem and reform the fallen humanity {rom
the moral and spiritual degradation. His
message quickened the dead into life, revived
the dying and made the pmlse of humanity
beat with the accumulated force of ages.
Within 30 years after his mission was first
preached, his followers were knocking at the
doors of every nation from the Hindunkush
to the shoves of the Atlantic, preaching and
delivering the message of 'I'ruth and Tove ;
and during the short period of nearly one
century after the death of the Holy Prophet,
these sons of the desert became the masters
of an empire, extending from the Bay of
Bisecay to the Indus and the confines cof
China, which in 1ts extent exceeded that of
Rome in her glory, and which was achieved
within 13 eenturies of contiunouns expansion.
The History of the Arab conquest is one of
the marvels in the annals of tke world., By
the end of the Tth ceniury Persia, Syria,
Palestine, Asia Minor and Kgypt had fallen
into the hands of the all-conquering and
assimilating Arabs and {rom Xgypt the
Muslims gradually spread throughout North
In 711, the Arabs wunder {heir
powerful chieftain Tariq landed om the
southern most point cf Spain near the mighty
rock which has since then immortalized his

Afriea.,

‘architecture.

name (Jabal ul Tarig—Gibraltar) and defeat-
ed the army of Roderick. In Spain the
Muslim conquest was amazingly successful
and there the Muslims built up a great and
flourishing well—ordered empire, extending
from the Strails of Gibraltar to the Dersian
gull. But by the 10th ceniury this vast
Muslim empire wag split up into three
Caliphates, those of Baghdad, Cairo and
Cordova and each Caliphate was distin-
guished for its civilization and learning,
The Muslim rule in Spain is siginficant not
only in the history of Furope, but even in
the history of the world ; for it was during
this memorable period that the seed was
sown and the tree of knowledge came into
full blecom. The first Caliph of Cordova
was Abdur Rahman III and under
Muslim Spain reached ils most glorious
heights and Cordova came to be known as
the ““ Jewel of the world . Tt was a city of
magnificient palaces, beautiful Mosques and
lovely gardens with well:paved streets light-
ed in the night by hanging lamps, with a
number of public baths and a hundred
hospitals, whereas “ 700 years after this,
there was not so much as one public lamp in

him

London ™ and in Paris centuries subsequent-
ly, whoever stepped over his thorecthold on a
rainy day steeped up to bis ankle in mumd”
and in Europe people believed that diseases
could be cured by prayers and incantations,
The majestic buildings and famous palaces
iz Cordova and its neighbouring
cities are standing monuments of Muslim
But more siginficant than
these buildings, the econtributions to the
learning and enlightenment of the world by
these Caliphates in their own times and even

The most

erected

to this day are without parallel.



vigorous intellectual life in the West was
that attained by the Muslims in Spain, which
cultivated all the arts, sciences and litera-
ture, In the midst of a world inhabited by
semi-barbarous humanity, the Muslim Cali-
phates presented a unique picture of a perfect
and peaceful orderly Government, offering
every possible contribution to the promotion
of human knowledge and the building up of
a world civilization

Great Universities were founded in the
chief citieg of the vast Hmpire and the out-
standing among their seats of learming were
those of Cordova, Baghdad, Caire, Granade
and Toledo. When Europe of that day was
sunk 1 the darkness of barbarity and
ignorance, the torch of learning was kept
burning in these Muslim Universities, which
were destined to illuminate the dark corners
of the ignorance-ridden Europe in later ages.
The learned Professors of the age taught
Philosophy, Physicd, Chemistry, DBotany,
Hisbory, Mathematics and other useful sub-
jects, and uninterrupted streams of students—
Christians, as well as Muslims—flowed to
these Universities “in quest of learning ™
not only from Spain, but from different
parts of Flurope, Asia and Africa  Christian
scholars flocked to Muslim Spain, in order
to enlighten their minds and cultivate their
brains, where they came into contact with a
eivilization, the luxuries and refinements of
which dazzled them and they came back
wiser, less isolated and with a broader vision
of the world and tried to dispel the clouds
of ignorance and superstition. The Muslims
also established great Ilibraries, The royal
library of Cordova containing thousands of
great books, was one of the most magnifici-

ent and splendid libraries of the world.
Literature and poetry developed to a great
extent. Ali Ibru Hazu, who lived in the
11th century was one of the greatest scholars
and the most original thinkers of the day
and biographers ascribe to him 400 volumes
on history, theology, tradition, logic, poetry
and allied subjects. As long as Spain
remained the bulwark of Islam, it had the
largest number of graceful and inspired poets
and the flame had been kindled and shone
brilliantly in Cordova,
cities.

sranade aind other
All these existed when in Christian
Europe there was not even a single ray of
light, virtue or learning to be seen,

Muslim Spain witnessed the most glorious
progress in Mathematics and Astronomy. It
produced some of the greatest mathemati-
cians of the world and it is impossible to
over-estimate their intellectual contributions
to the Mathematics.  They
invented the most interesting mathematical
term cipher or “ zero’ and were the first to
make use of the decimal notation and made

seience of

researches in trigonometry, logarithms and
infinite quantities and they evolved and
perfected Algebra. Muhammad bin Moosa
was one of the grentest mathematicians, who
invented the zero and made use of the
decimal notation. Without the employment
of this most convenient invenfion, zero
which facilitated the use of arithmetic in
every—day life, Mathematics could not have
made 8o much progress. Qurra was a
famous geometor who translated Euclid and
Albateguins was another illustrious mathe-
matician who made accurate astronomical
calculations and first made known the notions
of trigonomefrical ratios. It was the Arabs



who invented pendulum and they also made
astronomical instruments,

In the fields of natural history, especially
Botany pure and applied,the western Muslims
enriched the world by their researches. They
made correct observations on the sexual dif-
ference of plants on grafting and the proper-
ties of thesoil and manure; and they also
made researches on the sympfoms of several
diseases of trees and vines and suggested me-
thods of cure. Ibnul Baytar was one of the
best known botanists and pharmacists of
Spain, in fact of the whole world. He died
in Damascus in 1248, leaving the foremost
medieval freatise on “Simple remedies.” A
treatise on agriculture by Ibnul Awwan of
Seville written towards the end of the 19th
century,—is mnot only the most important
Islamic, but also the outstanding medieval
work on the subject and even to this day it is
one of the most significant works in this
field.

The appreciable achievements of the
Arabs in the realms of medicine and hygiene
were of great value to humanity at large.
There lived great physicians and surgeons
who studied philosoply and laws of health;
invented and perfected scientific methods of
diagnosis and treatment of diseases, made
use of sanaesthetics and Introduced such
amazing surgeal feats as would do eredit
even to the modern—day experts. In an age,
when Hurope considered diseases the act of
God and something that could not be cured
the Muslim physicians of Granada ﬂ.-né
Cordova made successful investigations on
diseases and attained a perfect knowledge of
medicines. The Arab savants wrote many

epoch— making medical treatises among
which, Alttawi by Raze, Canon of Medicine

. nce entitled Hayyibu-Yazzin,

by Avicenna and Medicel Vade Macum by
Abulcases are a few.

The crowning achievement of the intel-
lectual Arabs was in the realm of of philoso.
phie thought. To the Muslim thinkers of
that age, who restored Greek—philophy,
adding to it their own independant intelle-
ctnal confributions, we owe, besides much
progress in Mathematics, Astronomy, Medici-
ne efe., the knowledge of Aristotle which was
to play so prominent a part in the develop-
ment of the scholastic philosophy; and it is
the friut of their labours that the modern
thinker still reads and enjoys. Ibnu Tufayl,
who composed the original philosophie roma-
Ibnu Rushd,
the Aristotelian commentator Averroes, who
was also a physician and astronomer and
Maimonides who also distinguished himself
as an astronomer, physician, theologian and
who composed the great philosophical work,
which bore the $itle Dalalat al Hairin were
a few of the great philosophers of that golden
age. The Arabs also produced books on
theology, law and sociology and revealed a
rare poetic genius. Algazel, Al Farebi and
Ibnu Arabi were some of the great writers
on theology, philosophy ard poefry.

skilful
and expert manufacturers

The Arabs were deft artists,
designers. and
they introduced a graceful siyle of architect-
ure which remains the wonder of the world.
The art ot calligraphy became a most highly
prized art and its influence on painting
was appreciable and not only calligraphy,
but also its associate arts-colour decoration,
illumination and the whole craft of book
bindingmade genuine progress. Writing
beautiful copies of the Holy Quran also held



a position of dignity and honour. In the
variety and beauty of design and perfection
of workmanship in architecture the Arabs
of that day outdid the world. They also
manufactured clothes, rugs and paper, excel-
led in leather industry, produced glass ware
and pottery of the finest quality and worked
in all metals; and there were many mines of
gold, silver, iron and other metals in diffe-
rent parts of the country. The manufacture

of writing paper is one of the most useful
contributions of Islam to Kurope. Agri-

cultural development was one of the glories
of the Muslim empire and one of the Arabs’
lasting gifts to the world. Arabs practised
farming in a scientific way and had & good
gsystem of irrigation. Many new varieties
of fruits and flowers were produced and also
by writing scientific treatises on farming
they encouraged agriculture.

The contribution of the Muslims towards
the development and expansion of trade and
commerce and the prominent part they played
in widening and enriching the spirit of
discovering and understanding about the
difterent parts of the worid deserve our
esteem and honour. From the very sncient
days, the Arabs were a nation of traders, and
trade, fostered by the holy pilgrimage to
Mecca which gave them ample opportunities
to get a broader vision of the world alone
was their livelihood. The
Arabs were skilful navigators and daring
and adventurous sea men and had with them

sole means of

reliable charts and useful maritime instru-
They carried on trade on an exten-
sive scale and established trade connections
with Russia, China, India, Africa and other
countries, Their ships carrying cargo plou-
ghed the broad and narrow seas alike; and

ments.

it is interesting to mnote that it wasan
Arab pilot, who showed to Vascodegama,
the way to India from the east coast of
Africa.

It was the Muslims who relit the torch
of knowledge in the middle ages, and who
held aloft the splendour of learning to give
light to the ignorance-ridden Kurope, whose
children were then groping in the darkness
of ignorance and superstition. When there
was not even a single ray of light, knowledge
and peace to be seen in the West, these sons
of the desert evolved a culture and developed
a splendid civilization—a civilization which
cultivated sciences and arts. literature and
poetry, and trade and manufncture, a civili-
zation which widened and enriched the store
of human knowledge, which fosfered the
spirit of independant enquiry and which
effected the manumission of human intellect
from the shackles of ignorance and supersti-
tion, hatred and prejudice, a civilization
which without doubt has hardly a parellel
in the annals of the world. Centuries before
there was a public lamp in Tiondon, before
there was a good road in Paris, Muslims had
built well paved streets with hanging lights.
Centuries before the Kuropeans began to
know of science and art, the NMuslims had
achieved brilliant and splendid triumphs in
the fields of science and arts and had built
palaces and mosques of unsurpassed beauty
and canals and aqueducts of rare engineering
skill. Referring to the extinction of this uni-
que civilization, A. T. Grant, a famous hist-
orian says, “T'here is no greater tragedy in
Iuropean history than the extinetion of this
civilization, which contributed so much to

Furopean culture, and might have contri-
buted so much more” Of course, Muslim



Spain wrote one of the brightestand most
brilliant chapters in the intellectual history
of medieval Europe and the Arabs were the
main tcreh bearers of culture and civiliza-
tion throughout the world. The modern
world may turn back the leaves of history
and understand the glory and splendour of
Islam, and the siginificance of the brilliant
part the Muslims of old played in promoting

human civilization and in wideming the
boundaries of knowledge. The Mussalmans
may look back with legitimate pride on
their glorious past and take strength and
inspiration from the footprints of their great
ancestors and go forward in the light of
their achievements, hand in hand like true
brethren in Islam; and surely there is a
prosperous and splendid future waiting for
them,

RN

Liet me not pray to be sheltered from danger
But to be fearless in facing them.

Liet me not beg for the stilling of my pain,
But for the heart to conquer it.

S i S S S S SR

Liet me not crave in anxious fear to be saved.
But to be fearless to win my freedom.

Rabindranath Tagore.
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