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Background

Libraries and Information Centres are aimed to provide the
right information to the right users in a right personal way.
In order to accomplish the aim, Libraries and information
centres are doing lots of work starting from searching
information and documents to the handing over of
information to the users. The preparatory works include:
study of users and understand their information
requirements, searching and identification of sources of
information, selection, ordering, acquiring, classification,
cataloguing, organization and maintenance of information
sources. All these works are done in a planned manner so
that the users get the required information accurately on
time.

Academic institutions are the teaching-learning centres
where information and documents are basic in fulfilling
their aim. As a result, academic institutions are developing
and maintaining a Library and Information Centre as its
prime part. It is responsible for providing required
information and documents to the academic community on
time.

Users visit the Library and Information Centres either for
getting books for reading or getting Information for study
and research. Earlier, visiting the library was a must for
getting a book for reading. Similarly, a visit to the library was
essential for getting access to the information required.
General readers normally seek books. The academic users,
including the researchers and scientists seek information.
Everyone visits the library either for getting books or for
accessing required information. Now visit to the library is
limited to getting books for reading.

Changes occured

Developments in Science and Technology have brought
many changes to the libraries and information centres in
academic institutions. Everything has changed, the aims
and objectives, collection, users, works and services. The
format, content and style of information sources have

changed dramatically. Online access to e-books reduce a
compulsory visit to the library for getting books for reading.
Similarly, required information is available on internet
round the clock. Today, libraries and information centres
handle printed, electronic, digital and online information
sources. Their information base has grown heavily. Users
also have changed a lot. There is a change in the taste,
interest and needs of users. They prefer Internet or other
agencies in the place of libraries and information centres
for accessing information. Change in choices of users in
accessing information greatly affects the use of libraries
and information centres today. It demands an immediate
thinking on the issue, otherwise it will result in the gradual
deathoflibraries.

Today, libraries and information centres in academic
institutions are changing their aims, works and services so
as to accommodate the changes that have already came to
the collection, content and its users. it is compulsory in
academic, special and research libraries where access to
information is the main agenda of the user community.
Students, teachers, research scholars and scientists are
accessing information for different purposes. They need
information as and when required. The agency giving
access to the required information is not a matter to users.
This mind of the user is a serious challenge to the libraries
and information centres.

Classified arrangement of documents in libraries and
information centres will help the users to retrieve books
according to subject and topics. Similarly the catalogue will
help them to search and retrieve books according to
author, title and subject. i.e, classification and cataloguing
helps the users to retrieve books alone, and not the needed
information. Therefore, the academic users find it difficult
to get needed information from their library as and when
required. So they go for choices to library and information
centres, like the Internet and online information sources. It
leads to a reduction in the number of users in academic,
special, and research libraries. To overcome the issue,
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libraries and information centres are now doing content
analysis, developing databases of information, preparing

subject indexes for easy search and retrieval and offering -

advanced information services like SDI, etc.
Whattodo

The academic community is in search of information for
study and research. Collection development and its
maintenance in academic libraries alone will not serve the
purpose. The users should get the right information at the
right time. The catalogue has its own limitations. It does not
support information search and retrieval. Therefore, it
necessitates content analysis and indexing of the collection
in hand. Similar to classification and cataloguing, the
libraries and information centres in academic institutions
should do the content analysis of their collection and
prepare an index to it. The subject index to the collection
will make the search for information possible. If the index is
made available in the OPAC, it can be used for easy
information search and retrieval as on Internet.

What is next

Everything is now turned towards mobile applications, like
the banking, gas, transport, communication, postal,

medical service, etc. The customers get informatior
the required services through mobile. Libran
information services should exploit the fruits of r
applications to serve its users. The library can
information about the selection, ordering, arrive
availability of a book or information for access or issu
interested users regularly. Similarly, contents pa
abstract or review or even a part of a book can be sent
users through mobiles on request. The library can
value added information products on books and
published works and serve to the users, so that the |
resources and its content will be utilized to the maximi

Conclusion

Provision of index to the library resources will attract
and more users to the libraries and information ce
Library and information services over Mobile will m
more attractive and beneficial to the users. These ch
will convert the library as a best choice to the Intern
accessing required information. Moreover, it will boo
effective use of information available in the librarie
information centres attached to the academic institu
greatly.
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LINGUISTICS | CINEMA

to protect our linguistic and federal diversity, and ensure
the unity and integrity of the nation. Our languages are
much too precious to be left to drown in the polluted rivers
of political exigencies.

Anil Kumar Vaddiraju (anilvaddiraju@gmail.com) is at the Institute for Social and
Economic Change, Bengaluru.

Rays of Hope

In the work of Satyajit Ray can be found a tinge of
fatalism, a sense of detachment and an ethos that
finds joy in birth and life, even as it accepts death
with an amazing grace.

LAKSHMI PRADEEP

atyajit Ray, who made 36 films straddling the genres of
S documentaries, features and shorts, was a multifaceted

personality—writer, music composer, graphic designer
and calligrapher, among other manifestations—and was
among a select group of 16 global icons who were recognised
recently by the United Nations (un) for their contribution to
the common good of mankind and their support for the
most vulnerable and marginalised. The exhibition at the UN
honouring them features artists from around the world who
stood up for the downtrodden. It reminds us that the trans-
formative power of art is both a challenge and a miracle of

characters in Pratidwandi, Seemabaddha and Jana Aranya.
Ray’s later films, in the years just after independence,
reflected the general mood of early optimism followed by
increasing disillusionment.

In Ray’s work we can find a tinge of fatalism, a sense of
detachment. Ray’s ethos seems to find joy in birth and in
life, yet it accepts death with an amazing grace. It arises
from detachment, freedom from fear and the accceptance
of a universal eternity. This philosophy is evident in the
manner in which Ray has visualised the scenes of death of
many protagonists in different films. In the Apu trilogy, Ray
depicts the death of the protagonists in a subtle, understated
manner—where every parting is sorrow, yet it is a new
freedom from attachment. The death of Apu’s father; Harihar,
is elevated to a spiritual plane by cuts to the dark clouds
over the Benares horizon. As Harihar slips away, Apu goes
to fetch the holy water from the river, walking past the
many timeless alleys of Benares where wrestlers exercise
and widows in white listen to the holy scriptures.

The shot of the flight of pigeons in Aparajito, metaphorically
portraying the soul leaving the body, is cut in such a way that it
does not stand out as an intellectual statement as in the silent
cinema of Eisenstein. In Battleship Potemkin, the three sculpted
lions lying, sitting and standing are used to illustrate the power
of royalty waking up to strike back at the mutineers. But Ray’s
approach is softer. He establishes the pigeons in advance and
there is no suddenness in the portrayal of their flight. The
pigeon scene has since been emulated by several directors
but the original remains unmatched.

human creativity which can be translated into a | the Apu trilogy, Apu’s mother, Sarbajaya, dies in an evening
common language of artistic inspiration. Ray depicts the full of fireflies. Apu comes home on hearing that
In his films Ray chose to focus on social issues, death of the his mother is ill. He sees the front door half open.
especially on “have-nots.” His seminal work, Pather protagonistsina He searches for his mother and then, not finding
Panchali, stands out for its universality, lyricismand ~ sybtle, understated her, comes out to see the old man, Bhabataran,
truthfulness. Based on the stark poverty of village manner—where standing silent, looking ancient. He says nothing
life, Pather Panchali focuses on the individual human every parting is but turns away from Apu. Bhabataran looks like
being, his agony and his ecstasy as he struggles for sorrow, yetitisa death personified.
survival. It is the human face of rural poverty that  pew freedom from In Apur Sansar, the death of Apu’s wife, Aparna,
we see in Apu, Durga, Harihar and Sarbajaya. We attachment is not shown directly. When Apu learns about it from

recognise Harihar as an intellectual, Sarbajaya as

a woman of calm strength and dignity, Apu as a boy of fine
sensitivity and Durga as a beautiful, innocent child of nature.
They blend and become a part of us.

Ritwik Ghatak once said, “Satyajit Ray, and only Satyajit
Ray in India, in his more inspired moments, can make us
breathtakingly aware of truth, the individual, private truth.”
He remains an important icon of aesthetic Indian cinema
and the alternative school of film-making.

His early films shone with a certain faith in humanity. The
Apu trilogy was a tribute to love and passion. In those films
there are no villains, the oppressor and the oppressed are
both victims of circumstances. They substitute anger with
compassion. In his later films, however, Ray noted the loss
of innocence and a decay in the values of youth through

Economic & Political WEEKLY OCTOBER 24, 2015 VOL L NO 43

her brother, he slaps him. He is shattered, roams
around angry with his little son, left behind by his mother
who died in childbirth.

In Pather Panchali the old aunt, Indir Thakrun, dies a solitary
death, the children discovering her corpse. The death of Durga
is perhaps a little melodramatic not in keeping with Ray’s
usual classical style. Harihar returns to find his house ruined
and his daughter dead, followed by Sarbajaya’s breakdown.
Her grief is expressed not by her own wailing but by the high
notes of the tarshehnai. The effect is to intensify Sarbajaya’s
pain and to transfer it into something nobler and universal.

In many of Ray’s films one inanimate object is a powerful,
silent participant. The palatial house in Charulata with wall-
papers has a strong visual presence throughout the film. In
Pather Panchali it is the village; in Aparajito it is Benares; in
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Nayak it is the train; in Aranyer Din Ratri, the forest; in
Kanchanjungha, the mountains. Each of these objects plays
a vital role in the respective film. In a letter to Chidananda
Dasgupta, Ray himself compared his films with the paintings
of Pierre Bonnard “where the human figure has not much
more importance than the table, the fruit, the flowers, the
landscape, the door.”

Lakshmi Pradeep (lakshmiprdp@gmail.com) is an Assistant Professor in Journalism and
Mass Communication at Farook College, Kerala.

Cool Headed

The women of the Meitei community of Manipur
have long depended on the cosmetic power of
chinghi, a traditional haircare lotion.

L HEMOCHANDRA, R K BHANISANA, N MONTESSORI

The long, lustrous, black-coloured hair that typically

adorns the head of a woman of the Meitei community

of Manipur owes its origin to chinghi, a traditional,
indigenous haircare lotion derived from wild plants,
which has been used as a beauty aid for generations and is
marked by the absence of side-effects. Yet, these days
chinghi, which is used either fresh or boiled, is losing its
popularity among the Meitei community, particularly in the
Imphal valley.

Manipur, which is grouped amongst the biodiversity
hotspots of the Himalayan and Indo-Burma region, is
bestowed with a salubrious climate and a wealth of natural
resources. The hills are covered with forests of nagesar,
jurul, Indian rubber, tan, oak, ash, teak and palm trees. This
wealth has spawned a repository of traditional ecological
knowledge, much of which is undocumented and in danger
of extinction.

Due to growing urbanisation, the
Meitei womenfolk of Manipur are
fast losing the skills and knowl-

CoLLlT 61UM

edible wild ethnomedicinal plants and fermented foods in
Manipur, especially among the Barman and Manipuri com-
munities in the Cachar District of Assam. We ourselves car-
ried out field investigations among the traditional communi-
ties of different districts of Manipur on the preparation of
chinghi, employing standard ethnobotanical methods. The
principal sources of information were traditional medical
practitioners and aged women and men who used chinghi to
maintain healthy hair growth.

Due to growing The traditional method of pre-
urbanisation, the paring chinghi begins with cooking
Meitei womenfolk rice in water in a bamboo basket
of Manipur are fast with holes at the bottom (a chengja-
losing the skills mook). The rice water is collected
and knowledge in a special earthen pot (these days
associatad with the substituted by -aluminum or silver
indigenous plants vessels). The fresh rice water

(known as chinghi anouba) is left to
needed f?rthe stand outside the kitchen or in the
:;’?:;':iat'o" of backyard of the house. Though the

rice water can be used directly to
wash the hair, boiling it with chinghi and other indigenous
plants is preferred.

The pot is put over a chullah and boiled for about 30 minutes
until the rice water turns creamish white in colour, emanating
a pleasing, sweet-smelling aroma of chinghi. The chinghi is
then filtered through a cheese cloth and the filtrate, collected
in another utensil, is ready for haircare.

The hair is wet and a small quantity of chinghi is applied,
which is kept over the hair for 10 to 15 minutes to deep-
cleanse the follicles. Chinghi is a good cleansing agent since
the sticky rice water extract absorbs and collects particles of
dust and dirt in the hair. When the hair is finally rinsed, the
whole mixture gets washed off, leaving the hair and scalp
clean. The protein nutrient present in Manipuri rice adds to
the efficacy of chinghi, providing all-day moisture and hy-
dration for the scalp, thus pre-
venting damage like split hair,
graying, hair fall and thinning.

This unique, eco-friendly herbal

edge associated with the indige-

) haircare lotion is also believed to

nous plants needed for the pre-
paration of chinghi (also called
chinghi mayan or chinghi shambal-
langba), which are now difficult
to find in local markets and in
their natural wild habitats.

In the past, Meitei women
compulsorily washed their hair
with chinghi before attending
social and cultural ceremonies,
and festivals. '

Several studies have attempted
to document the traditional use of
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have medicinal value in alleviating
dizziness and headaches, and keep-
ing the head cool. However, in the
contemporary era of shampoos and
chemical solutions, chinghi may
soon become a thing of the past.

L Hemochandra (premlata2013@gmail.com) is
with the Department of Statistics, BM College,
Manipur. R K Bhanisana (rkbhani@yahoo.com) is
i with the Department of Botany and Plant
Pathology, College of Agriculture, Imphal,
Manipur. N Montessori (montessori_manipur@
rediffmail.com) is with the Department of Botany,

,Q @u.«;\grk..
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KK College, Manipur University, Manipur.
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